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A better way forward




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

January 21, 2005
MICHELIN TO EQUIP THE A380 AIRCRAFT
GREENVILLE, S.C. – Michelin has successfully addressed the challenge of developing a very light weight tire, adapted to the speed and mass of the A380 aircraft. Michelin was able to achieve this new technological breakthrough thanks to its continuing commitment to innovation. 
Building on its NZG technology, Michelin was able to quickly develop a tire capable of carrying 33 tons at 378 km/h while achieving an overall reduction of 360 kg in the aircraft’s total weight.

This innovation was a key factor in AIRBUS’ decision to equip the A380 with Michelin tires.

This success is the result of a close collaboration between Airbus and Michelin teams spanning nearly nine years.

AIRBUS’ choice is the result of Michelin’s commitment to research and proves, yet again, the Group’s undeniable technological edge.
The world’s largest tire maker, Michelin (www.michelin.com) manufactures and sells tires for every type of vehicle, including airplanes, automobiles, bicycles, earthmovers, farm equipment, heavy-duty trucks, motorcycles and the space shuttle.  The company also publishes travel guides, maps and atlases covering Europe, Asia, Africa and North America.  Headquartered in Greenville, S.C., Michelin North America employs 23,000 and operates 21 plants in 17 locations.
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Michelin North America
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valerie.pascoe@us.michelin.com

