
 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
 
I l luminata: Are You Curious? 
An exhi t ib ion of  new color  photographs at  Art  @ Large,  NYC 
 
FOCUSING ON THE CONCEPT OF ABANDON  
 
NEW YORK CITY (October 5,  2004) — New York Ci ty gal lery Art  @ Large is 
proud to present an exhibi t ion of new color  photographs by Barbara Ni tke.  The 
work wi l l  be featured at  the gal lery from November 11-17, 2004. 
 
I l luminata:  Are You Cur ious? focuses on the concept of  abandon, cont inuing 
Barbara Nitke’s explorat ion of  the al ternat ive sexual  wor ld.  “The work is  about 
los ing onesel f  into a place beyond control , ”  she says, “g iv ing over to something 
which is  f ierce,  raw and pr imi t ive, in search of  a transcendent state.”  
 
Acknowledged by cr i t ic  A.  D. Coleman as one of  the most important  
photographers current ly explor ing human sexual i ty,  Barbara Nitke has produced 
work over the last  two decades that  fur thers the debate over what is  a f i t  
subject for  h igh ar t .   
 
As publ ic ly funded organizat ions continue the trend of  retreat ing f rom 
controversia l  subjects,  mainstream publ ic  acceptance has r isen. In a recent 
issue of  Time Magazine, John Cloud observed that “our astonishment at  Robert  
Mapplethorpe’s photographs of  leather and pain 20 years ago now seems 
quaint . . .”  
 
Barbara Nitke’s monograph Kiss of  Fire (Kehrer)  was publ ished in October 
2003. She is the current  president of  The Camera Club of  New York ( founded in 
1884 by Al fred Stiegl i tz)  and is  on the facul ty of  School of  Visual  Arts in New 
York. Her work has been the subject of  one-woman exhibi t ions in New York, 
New Orleans, Balt imore, Provincetown and Port land, Maine.  
 
She is  also a co-pla int i f f  wi th the Nat ional  Coal i t ion for  Sexual  Freedom in 
chal lenging John Ashcroft ,  At torney General  of  the Uni ted States of  America,  
and the federal  Communicat ions Decency Act (CDA) which regulates obsceni ty 
on the Internet .  The case is  expected to go to the U. S. Supreme Court .   
 
 
Art @ Large represents neo-erot ic  and f igurat ive f ine ar t  celebrat ing the human 
form, sexual i ty  and human behavior .  The gal lery is  located in the Hel l ’s  Ki tchen 
neighborhood of  New York Ci ty  in the Art  Deco sty le histor ic  Fi lm Center  
Bui ld ing at 630 Ninth Avenue, between 44-45t h  Streets Sui te 707.  
 
Gal lery hours:  Tuesday-Saturday, 11am-6pm, EST. 
 


