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Cover photo:
A farm overlooks the broad St. Lawrence River near St. Irénée
in the Charlevoix region of Quebec.

Page 1 photo:
Tour boats are tied up in Tadoussac harbour in the late afternoon.
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This cheerful field of dandelions is near Métis on the lower estuary.
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This book is dedicated to the memory of my father,
Jim (Dr. James D.) Hamilton,

with whom I first sailed down the St. Lawrence River
aboard the Cunard liner Franconia in 1963.

Janice Hamilton
Montreal, 2006
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Stand on the Plains of Abraham in Quebec
City. Just down the road are the solid
grey stone walls that surrounded the old

capital of New France. Beyond the city the
ancient, rugged hills of the Canadian Shield fade
blue into the horizon, and at your feet, a broad,
straight river flows gracefully toward its destiny
with the sea. This is the St. Lawrence, third
largest river in North America (after the Miss-
issippi and Mackenzie), on its way to the Atlantic
Ocean from its source in the Great Lakes.

The St. Lawrence courses northeast from the
heart of the continent, draining a vast basin
of more than 1.3 million square kilometres
(502,000 square miles), to the Gulf of St.
Lawrence, where it merges with the Atlantic.
Near its source it is headstrong and exuberant,
pointing like an arrow towards its destination.
As it reaches the end of its voyage, it matures
and expands to more than 50 kilometres (30
miles) in width. No wonder the people who live 

A view of the St. Lawrence River.
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