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PROCEEDI NGS

MR. LI NDSEY: Good afternoon. Wlcone to the Cato
Institute. M name is Brink Lindsey. | amthe Director of the
Center for Trade Policy Studies here at Cato. W are here to
di scuss today the new book by G Pascal Zachary, "The d obal Me:
New Cosnopol itans and the Conpetitive Edge: Picking dobalisns
W nners and Losers."

Well, these days we are all obsessing over the raging
battle for Florida. But today's event rem nds us that we are
fast approaching the first anniversary of another nasty battle,
the battle for Seattle, in which the mnisterial neeting of the
Wrld Trade Organi zati on degenerated into a chaos of pepper spray
and shattered glass. Since then, anti-globalization protestors
have staged foll ow up denonstrations here in Washington, at both
the GOP and Denocratic National Conventions, and then nost
recently in Prague.

Meanwhi | e, Ral ph Nader ran for president on an
anti -globalization platform and either cost Al CGore the Wite
House or, at the very least, has rendered his victory a Pyrrhic
one.

Most of the debate sparked by this grow ng
anti - gl obali zati on novenent has focused on econom cs. Does

i ncreasing international economc integration promse to w den
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the circle of affluence, to include the billions of people still
struggling in poor and under-devel oped econonies, or is

gl obalization, as the protestors claim really just an

i mm serizing race to the bottomin which only nultinationa
corporations are the w nners?

The question is an enornously inportant one. And there
is no question on which side of it we here at the Cato Institute
stand. But to understand what is driving the anti-globalization
i npul se and to respond to it effectively, it is necessary to go
beyond economics. For this inpulse is powered as nuch by
cultural hostility to globalization as it is by any
considerations of material welfare. Specifically, it is alleged
that the spread of markets around the world is inposing a drab
and |ifeless global nono-culture on a previously rich and vi brant
pl anet .

| refer you to a truly renmarkable full-page ad in The
New York Tinmes, which was run by a group called The Turni ng Poi nt
Project, a coalition of 50 nonprofit organizations that has now
run 23 such full-page ads in the New York Tines. | put copies of
the ad outside so that you could follow al ong.

The ad shows 12 scenes of the supposed horrors of
gl obali zation. W have a cloverleaf intersection, a bunch of
new y manuf actured aut onobiles on a parking |ot, people working

at conputer termnals, an industrial poultry plant, a housing
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devel opnent, industrial runoff, a deforested area, grocery store
shel ves, a high-rise apartnent building, people bustling in and
out of an office building, an urban skyline and, of course,
McDonal d' s.

So, by ny tally, we have two pictures of environnental
despoliation and 10 pictures of material well-being. |If these
pi ctures provide any kind of windowinto the soul of the
anti - gl obali zati on novenent, and | believe they do, what they
show is a novenent that, in the nanme of decrying poverty is in
fact a rage agai nst prosperity.

And what is so bad about affluence? Let nme read from
t he opening statenment of this ad's text:

A few decades ago, it was still possible to | eave hone
and go sonmewhere else. The architecture was different. The
| andscape was different. The |anguage, lifestyle, dress and
values were different. That was a tinme when we coul d speak of
cultural diversity. But with econom c globalization, diversity
is fast disappearing. The goal of the global econony is that al
countries should be honbgeni zed. Wen gl obal hotel chains
advertise to tourists that all their roons in every city of the
world are identical, they don't nmention that the cities are
becom ng identical, too. Cars, noise, snbg, corporate
hi gh-rises, violence, fast food, MDonald's, N kes, Levis, Barbie

dolls, Anmerican TV and film what's the point of |eaving home?
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Not surprisingly, nultinational corporations are cast
as the chief villains in this assault on diversity and | ocal
color. As the Turning Point ad goes on to state, "Economc
gl obal i zation and institutions |like the Wrld Bank and the WO
pronote a specific kind of honbgeni zi ng devel opnent that frees
the | argest corporations in the world to invest and operate in
every mar ket everywhere. For these agencies and corporations
diversity is not a primary value; efficiency is."

In other words, globalization and its corporate
handmai dens are erasing the differences between people and
nati ons, crushing local cultures and |eaving us wth an
al together dull world. At least that is what they claim

But here today to present a very different view of
gl obalization is G eg Zachary, author of the new book, "The
G obal Me." This book explores how the novenent of people, ideas
and products across borders and ethnic boundaries is |leading to
an explosion of diversity and hybridity. Cultures, ideas, and
even people are conmbining in new and creative ways to give us a
worl d not of uniformty, but of dazzling variety.

The cosnopolitan citizens of the new globalized world
see traditional ethnic categories as resources, not restrictions,
and define thensel ves not just by what they are or by what others
say they are, but by shared work interests and experiences. Such

people aren't lacking in identity, Geg argues, but have both
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roots and wi ngs. They devel op conpl ex new associ ati ons whil e not
renounci ng their origins.

According to Greg, an inportant consequence of this
increasingly hybridized world is that those individuals,
conpani es and nations with a strong commtnent to diversity and
openness will rise to the top, while those that seek to insulate
t hensel ves fromoutside influences will |anguish. D versity,
therefore, does not fall victimto efficiency; rather, it is an
i ntegral conponent of it.

Wth that brief introduction, let me step aside and
gi ve the author a chance to discuss his own book. G eg Zachary
is a senior witer in the London bureau of the Wall Street
Journal. He wites on devel opnent, ethnic conflicts, mnority
rights, nultinational corporations, innovation, technol ogical
conpetition, and the world econony.

Greg joined the Journal in 1989 and in the past three
years has reported from 20 countries. He has also contributed to
many ot her publications, including a regular colum for
Technol ogy Revi ew and acting as a contributing editor for the
news magazi ne, In These Ti nes.

Ladi es and gentlenmen, please join nme in welcomng Geg
Zachary.

(Appl ause.)
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G PASCAL ZACHARY
AUTHOR "THE GLOBAL Mg, " AND

SENI OR WRI TER, WALL STREET JOURNAL

MR, ZACHARY: Thank you, Brink. That was a wonderful
introduction. In fact, | probably don't have that nuch nore to
say now. But, no, that was very good and | really appreciate
t hat .

| appreciate it because he has obviously tried to think
about what | have witten, but also because it frees me a little
bit to tal k about perhaps sone basic concepts that stand beneath,
or underpin, sone of the ideas | have. And | think these
concepts are inportant to try to grapple with, to understand,
first of all, what we nean by diversity, what kind of diversity
we want, and al so what we nmean by gl obalization and sonme of the
ot her concepts that are kicked around.

One thing I want to say is that what | nean by "The
A obal Me" is trans-nationality. It is the rise of multiple
national and ethnic affiliations, ties, both within nation-states
and between them across them | see trans-nationality as a
di stinct and i ndependent force from gl obal econonic integration,
or globalization. Trans-nationality is not the sane as

capitalism although when peopl e tal k about globalization, it
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often seens as if what they really want to talk about is
capitalism

Trans-nationality is not a consequence, nerely, of
capitalism It has preceded capitalismhistorically in that
multiple ties were a character of pre-nodern societies,
pre-national societies. And just |like technology is an
i ndependent force on the world today, | think that
trans-nationality is an i ndependent social, cultural and economc
force.

Now, | favor a specific type of trans-nationality which
| call "hybridity" or "new cosnopolitanisni to distinguish it
fromthe classic formof cosnopolitanism or | use another word
t hat maybe younger people would like, "nongrel" or
"nmongrelization.” M basic argunent is that hybrid nations or
communities, or even individuals, for a variety of reasons, are
nore vital, nore attractive, nore conpetitive econom cally than
the traditional fixed identity-based nations and societies and
i ndividuals, the idea of fixed and static identities.

Now, the justifications for my view of the world and
its inplications will hopefully come out through sone of the
di al ogue and questions, but |I feel, given the tine that |'ve got,
| want to throw out three inportant sets of concepts and then a

brief sort of report fromthe front fromdifferent parts of the
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worl d, where | think, nore dramatically than the United States,
societies are grappling with diversity.

Now, the first thing I want to tal k about is sonething
that was nentioned, this notion of roots and wi ngs. Because,
basi cally, what we have been sold in the past 10 years by witers
I i ke Sanuel Huntington or Benjam n Barber or Robert Kapl an,

M chael Ignatieff, is that there are really just two types of
people. There are people that are traditional, that want to
preserve their roots and elevate their roots, and then there are
t hese rootl ess cosnopolitans, people |ike us, who will do
anything, and that there is sone collision occurring within
societies, but, nore significantly, around the world between
cosnopol i tan people and these rooted people.

Now, there are a couple of problenms with this
formulation. One is that, enpirically, in our everyday
experience, we rarely neet people who fall into these two neat
categories. And while there are sone countries that seemto be
either on the extrene grip of traditionalismor of anything goes,
by and | arge, people want, and that is in the United States or
Europe or in Asia, Latin America, they want a nmarri age of
traditions and the new. They want to integrate these two things.

So | talk about roots and wi ngs as a netaphor. They
want to be able to take their roots with them One schol ar has

tal ked about a notion of portable roots.
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Now, this is inmportant to understand because this
concept at |east, whether you buy it or not, it is an inportant
concept. Because in the U S., often we hear that the debate over
| anguage of identity turns on whether you think multiple
identities can be authenticate or whether people just have to be
one or the other. And we will get to nore of that when we talk
about types of m xed societies next.

What | amsaying is there is a way to transcend this
di chot oy, this apparent opposition between tribalism and
internationalism And if we don't transcend this division, we
are going to be stuck in a way of thinking that isn't productive
and, worse, doesn't describe what is going on.

The second set of ideas is about types of m xed
societies. At this point, | would turn to the white board, but
t hey don't have one here. So there are four types of m xed
soci eties. Because one of the problens that we have today is
that everybody is for diversity. Everybody is a
mul ticulturalist. So what we really have to ask is what type of
di versity, what kind of nulticulturalismare we favoring and what
type do we have?

So | have got ny little grid of four types. The first
type is hierarchical or coercive. Historically, say, the

American South was a m xed society and in fact, proudly so.
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Whites in Al abama were proud of the Negroes that |ived there and
they were proud that they had a m xed society.

In South Africa, the apartheid regine was a m xed
society. But these are nmixed societies with a distinct
hi erarchy, and that hierarchy is enforced. But don't be m staken
that they are mxed. And that is an inportant touchstone for
this discussion. | nean, to an extent, say, today Israel is a
m xed society, but again has a hierarchy of val ue between
Jew sh-Israeli citizens and noncitizens that |ive there.

The second type of m xed society, if you are old enough
to remenber or you grew up in Anerica, would be the America of
the 1950's, where there was plenty of diversity but there was
al so a sense that you should be seen but not heard. This node
of assimlation or conformty, which varied to a great degree
across the country and was probably never wholly true, this is an
approach to diversity that is quite prevalent today in a place
i ke Germany, where the ideas that, as Hel nut Kohl, when he ran a
coupl e of years ago, he said that he didn't m nd foreigners as
| ong as they spoke German and acted |ike Germans. Then it was
okay.

Now, this approach is generally unacceptable to people.
It is unacceptable to Anericans, by and large. And it is also
difficult to sustain because you don't develop a constituency for

diversity; you are just sort of hiding it. And as you see in a
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pl ace |i ke Japan, where Koreans, even third-generation
Kor ean- Japanese, have difficult gaining any kind of equality, you
see that the nodel breaks down.

A third one, which technically we would think of as
pluralismbut often is presented as multiculturalismis, we have
diversity, we see it, we hear it, but we have a tendency to
freeze it. So that, in the United States, we hit upon this is
ethno-racial grid in the 1970's and Afri can-Aneri can,

Hi spani c- Aneri can, then Asian-Anericans and whites, and we have
this grid and people try to fit into this grid and policies and
prograns are directed at supporting this grid because that is
part of the rnulticultural ethos.

And in places |like Germany, which made a big investnent
in multiculturalismin the 1990's, Turks got nedia outlets. They
got prograns. So did Poles. And the idea is that these are
i ndi vi dual groups that have integrity and they are durable, so
you don't want to ness with them So what you don't want is
m xing. You want conmngling. So we don't mx the Turks out of
exi stence in Germany. W try to keep themup. And the sane
thing in the United States where this ethno-racial grid supports
t he continued authority of these categories.

Now, a fourth type is what | call hybridity, or
flexible identities. This is nmy variant of trans-nationality. |

think, if we stop and think about soneone |ike Tiger Wods, who
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is a remarkabl e person because we have seen nmany prom nent bl ack
Aneri cans, over the past 300 years, energe in the United States,
but | can't think of another who has insisted that he is
bl ack-plus. He has challenged this ethno-racial grid. He has
presented a flexible identity that even he hinself, whose nother
is from Thailand, has difficulty pinning down. But this type of
t hi ng has beconme even nore popular. And with the high |levels of
immgration, the higher levels of intermarriage, it's going to
beconme, | think, even nore prominent in the years ahead.

So when we tal k about diversity, we really need to
t hi nk about where do we fall on these four types. You can slice
them up and see what are you nost confortable with, what are you
really favoring. But when sonebody |ike Nathan G aser, who tal ks
about how we are all multicultural, he is really begging all the
i nportant questions. Nathan daser is a pluralist. He is nunber
three. He thinks these individual groups have integrity and you
shouldn't nmess with them

He happens to think that there are four or five
privileged groups. | think one of the problens in the United
States today is that we have so many di stinct groups, so many
distinct identities, that it becones difficult to privilege the
old grid of Irish, Italians, Jews, blacks, and it becones harder
to see why these traditional groups are necessarily nore durable

or nore resilient or nore inportant than the newer ones.
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Now, another concept that | would |ike to just throw
that | think will make the discussion a little easier is about
this notion of world citizenship. M own son was watching the
el ections the other day on CNN. W are living in London. This
has been going on for days, of course. And he said to ne
synpat hetically, because he sawthis is just very, very difficult
to solve this, and he said he was thinking what if every country
has to go through this kind of thing;, why don't we just have a
president of the world so we just do it once and we get it over
with? Maybe it takes weeks, but once and we are done.

This sane kid is very interested in a single currency
for the world. Anyhow, you can see many peopl e have been seduced
by this notion that we have gl obal problens and we need gl obal
sol utions, ergo, we need a gl obal governnent.

One of the things that notivated me in witing this
book was that people are very confused about how to create
transnational solidarity. | nmean, in a sense, what many NGO s
are trying to do is create a basis for people fromdifferent
countries to feel a sense of solidarity, a common bond, to tackle
pr obl ens.

Now, that is good. Unfortunately, the further step,
that we need sone kind of world governnent or even specific

international regines to solve these problens, is not so good.
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The record of these international reginmes is poor and it is
di sappoi nti ng.

| feel that we need to build up national capacities to
deal with international problens, that the nation-state, far from
declining or disappearing, actually needs to be renewed. It
needs to be strengthened. It needs to function in a new way, but
it needs to function.

So the type of mxed society that | favor and the type
of individual, this marriage between roots and w ngs, should be
consi stent and shoul d support a kind of patriotism what | m ght
call a global patriotismor a global nationalism and that this
j uxt aposition of opposites is not noronic; it makes a | ot of
sense. W need to find a kind of national identity, national
m ssi on, conception of the nation-state, that builds in
comm tnments of international solidarity.

So the kind of citizenship that | amtal ki ng about,
this hybrid citizenship, inplies a support for, say, dua
citizenship, multiple citizenships, a legal basis to Iive and
vote in nore than one country, maybe even nore than two. That is
critical. Comng up with political nechanisns to facilitate this
kind of trans-nationality is critical to satisfying the demands
of the international scene and al so of individuals.

So those are sone basic concepts. Now, of course, you

are living in the United States so | amnot going to tell you
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about how the U.S. hooks up or relates to this. But let nme talk
about a few places in the rest of the world that nourish ny own
interest inthis is and that you may have sone curiosity in. But
| think the idea is that this supports the notion that this is a
live issue; this is not one of these academ c head scratchers,
which we all |ove so nuch.

One is that many countries are growi ng nore diverse.
That is what the stakes are. There are big stakes in this
di scussion. The stakes are that many countries are grow ng nore
di verse and they don't have a history of dealing with diversity.
They don't have a |l egal systemthat deals with diversity. They
don't have a cultural systemthat deals with diversity well.

Way are countries growi ng nore diverse? One reason is
that there is a sort of denographic time bonmb going off. 1In the
next 100 years, if Japan does not vastly change its approach to
immgration, its population will fall in half. It is hard to
i magi ne how Japan will have anything |like the influence it does
today if it has half the population. It can't possibly have the
sane kind of influence economcally with half the popul ation, or
politically.

Germany, France, lItaly, these countries are facing a
huge falloff, to the point that unenploynent, far from being a

preoccupation, will becone a distant nmenory. The big problemin
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Western Europe is that they don't have enough people. They need
nore people. They are peopl e constrained.

So this whole mnd set fromthe 1970's on that they
were going to be buried in a sea of inmmgrants and that there
were going to be all these unenpl oyed, just the opposite is
happeni ng now. W are seeing the beginnings of a recognition on
the part of the European Union that their past inmmgration
policies have failed, or at |east are not appropriate, and that
they need to refreshen and diversify their popul ati ons.

A country like Singapore, which is in some ways a
| aboratory for different parts of Asia, has already seen that to
participate fully in the know edge econony, they have to attract
talent fromall over the world, and they need to do it even if it
destabilizes the diversity balance they have in their country
bet ween Chi nese, Ml ays, and Sout h | ndi ans.

So let's just look at a few kind of extraordinary
situations. One is Iceland, where | recently spoke at a
conference entitled "The World is at Honme." Iceland is probably
the nost genetically simlar nono-culture in the world. Not only
is everybody white, | think they are all related to each ot her.
It's like one big famly there.

They have the | owest unenpl oynent rate in the OECD.
Now, of course, there are only four people enployed there -- no.

It is about 300,000 people and it is a little | aboratory. They
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have an unenpl oynent rate of about 2 percent. Effectively, it
means that jobs go begging. They have had to start inporting

| abor on a large scale relative to their size. They realize that
their prosperity through trade is now dependent upon their
ability to keep bringing in people.

But they have no experience with this type of hybridity
| amtal king about or even a nore traditional nmulticulturalism
In lceland, if you wanted to get pernmanent residence -- they have
no immgration law -- the Parlianment holds a debate about every
si ngl e person who would |i ke to becone an Icelandic citizen and
then they vote whether they want you or not.

In addition to that, you have to change your nane to an
| cel andi ¢ nanme, which is sonething that is now subject to
guestion. Is that really fair? But in Iceland you see, for
pragmati c reasons, and al so because this is a country that is
smal | and has to keep connections with the world, a real honest
confrontation with this new kind of diversity.

Ireland, which is a country that | amvery fond of
because ny wife is from Tipperarry and my children have Irish
passports, Ireland, for centuries of course, was exporting
people. In the last four years, Ireland has been taking in
20,000 to 30,000 non-Irish people a year to live and work. There
are now 5,000 Nigerians in Ireland, or at |east they say they are

from N geria, but they are from sub-Saharan Afri ca.
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This is an astonishing turnabout that Ireland, the
fastest growing country in the OECD, four or five years in a row,
had eight to 10 percent growh, gets 40 percent of all U S. or
mul ti national investnment into Western Europe, this country is
growing |like crazy. It needs nore people. Ireland has only half
t he population it had in 1850. Now, that is post-fam ne, but
still, the infrastructure may not be there but there is roomto
gr ow.

The President of Ireland recently visited India. After
all, Ireland is a country that until a few years ago didn't have
an Indian restaurant. She is in South India, she is in
Bangal ore, asking Indians to nove there. Ireland is so short of
people, it has run out of priests. It is inporting priests.
recently spent sonme tinme with a priest fromNi geria who is
working in Dublin. He is working there because they don't have a
| ocal priest anynore. So the world has changed very much. It
has definitely changed in Irel and.

Now, Germany, of course, we know continually deals with
i ssues around diversity. Last year, 1999, they changed their
citizenship law. It wasn't as radical as sone people had
proposed. It did not allow for dual citizenship, so sone Turkish
Cermans were di sappointed. But it did nmake becom ng a Gernan

citizen easier
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In Germany, there is also an effort to open up their
immgration process to talented people. Because basically, right
now in Germany, there is only one way to cone into Germany, and
that is as an asylum seeker. So Gernmany has a very skewed
approach. They wll take in poor people, dispossessed or at
| east people claimng to be persecuted, but try getting a job
there if you are an Anerican college professor or a scientist; it
is very, very difficult.

A country like Estonia in the Baltic Republic is
confronting this in a different way. Wen they becane
i ndependent when the Soviet Union broke up 10 years ago, they
stripped essentially all Russians of their citizenship, al
ethnic Russians. Now they are trying to get into the E.U  They
need to start |ooking at diversity, not just to deal with
Russi ans, but also to deal with other European citizens that may
have the right to nove to Estonia when Estonia gets into the
Eur opean Uni on.

So Estonia cannot be what its founders thought it was,
which is a state that exists for Estonians. It has to exist on a
broader basis. So, in a variety of countries, this is a pressing
i ssue.

| think the basic concepts that | talk about clarify
what sone of the debate is about this issue, and | | ook forward

to the ot her speakers raising questions about sone of ny
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formul ati ons and your own questions. It was a pleasure to be
able to talk with you and thank you for having ne.

(Appl ause.)

MR. LINDSEY: W have two distingui shed comentators to
di scuss the book this afternoon. The first is Peter Skerry.

Peter Skerry is a nonresident Senior Fellowin
Governnental Studies at the Brookings Institution where he
focuses on racial and ethnic politics and social policy,
i mm gration, government statistics, and the U S. census. He is
al so an Associate Professor in the Departnent of Governnent at
Cl arenont - McKenna Col |l ege. He is the author of many books and
articles, including, nost recently, "Counting on the Census:
Race, G oup ldentity and the Invasion of Politics," published
this year by the Brookings Institution.

He got his undergraduate degree from Tufts and his
doctorate from Harvard. Ladies and gentlenen, Peter Skerry.

(Appl ause.)

PETER SKERRY,
SENI OR FELLOW GOVERNVENT STUDI ES,

THE BROCKI NGS | NSTI TUTI ON

MR. SKERRY: Thank you, Brink. It is a pleasure to be

here. It is a pleasure to have the opportunity to comment on
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Greg Zachary's extrenely provocative and, as | think his remarks
i ndi cated to you, extrenely subtle anal ysis.

| hope when | use that word, Geg, it doesn't jinx your
book. | know trade publishers don't |like to hear about subtle
anal yses, but your book is, in the best sense of the word, an
extrenmely nuanced treatnment of a difficult and evol ving set of
questi ons.

Let me tell you sone of the ways in which Geg s book,
| think, sets forward sone very forthright issues with sone
clarity and honesty that is nuch needed, and then raise sone
guestions about whether maybe he pays enough attention to those
same points he makes in his analysis and concl usi ons, which
guess i s what ny fundanentally synpathetic criticismof his book
woul d be -- that he doesn't quite follow through as nuch as |
t hi nk he ought to.

As he has already indicated to you, his analysis does
not partake of the trendy nostrumthat borders are imaginary
creations, therefore we should do away with them He | ooks
squarely at the changing and erodi ng, perhaps, nature of the
nation-state, and certainly the changing nature of the
nati on-state, but does not pronounce it dead or archaic. |Indeed,
as he explained very well, quite to the contrary.

| think even nore inportantly frommny perspective, he

hits dead on the inportant relationship not only about diversity
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and the nature of diversity in the contenporary world, as well as
specifically in the United States and the inplications of that,
but he highlights the concom tant aspect of diversity, which, to
my m nd, no one has focused on. He tal ks about conflict, and
that diversity is acconpanied by conflict, whether we are talking
inthe United States or globally. | think this is absolutely
critical. W all do say we like diversity today, but very few of
us own up to at |east that consequence of it, which isn't
necessarily an argunent against diversity, but clearly it's
sonmet hi ng we have to deal wth.

In the sane vein, in a way that | consider extrenely
honest and forthright, G eg exam nes one specific aspect of
conflict attendant upon diversity in the United States. And that
is between bl ack Americans and imm grants. | commend to you a
few pages on Utica, New York, which is not a situation
specifically that | amaware of, although generally |I am aware
of , where he lays out in wonderful, albeit brief, detail, the
kinds of conflicts that are going on throughout the United States
between inm grants and the one group that | think, as well as |
think the one group that Greg pinpoints, as a real loser in the
di versity and changes that we are going through nationally and
internationally today and should give us all great pause about
what those changes are doing to us, the direction they are going,

and what we can do in response.
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In the sane vein, Geg cites the work of the Chicago
historian, WIlliam MNeil, who, despite Geg's mnistrations at
an interview he reports on, insists that you guys got it wong,
you journalists, you governnent officials, you policy wonks, you
can't control these processes; they are beyond your control. |
think this is Geg s response: Yes, that nmay be the case, but we
have to manage themin sone way. W have to cope with them

And | think that that is probably the case. Certainly
if we bring this down to a concrete policy arena that | am nost
famliar with, imrgration, it isn't clear to nme. It daunts ne
how we control these fluxes, these flows of population. But it
is clear to me that we have to figure out ways at |east of
managi ng these flows. And I think Greg is right on about that.

Now | et nme raise some nore skeptical questions about

his analysis. He tal ks about assimlation. Specifically -- and
| think, again, try as | will to be critical here, | keep sending
him plaudits -- he tal ks about assimlation and, again, | think

somewhat uni quely anong anal ysts, sees that it generates new
problenms. | think this is part of his concept of hybridity, that
assimlation, as | would put it and have put it in ny own terns,
assimlation generates its own discontents.

For exanple, he tal ks about cultural separatists and
makes the rather conpelling and again rare point that cultura

separatists, despite what they nay say and despite how they are
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percei ved, very often don't really want to separate fromthe
gi ven society in which they are based. They want to renegotiate
the terns of trade internally, as it were. They are trying to
t ake over new positions or create new institutions, but they are
not seeking to secede fromthe dom nant mainstream | think that
is an inportant point.

But | think | would push these argunents further.
Because | think the fact of the matter is that these kinds of
di scontents -- and indeed to cone back to the t hene of conflict
that | nentioned before that Greg does highlight -- is even nore

troubl esone than he does acknow edge.

| think that in contenporary -- certainly in American
social and political dynamcs -- that we are nore and nore averse
to conflict in the United States. | think our politics,

strangely enough, while in sonme partisan dinensions we are nore
and nore prepared to go at it, when it conmes to racial and ethnic
conflict, | think our discourse, to use a termfromthe acadeny,
is increasingly bowdl erized. W don't want to own up to the
conflicts here. That is why | give Geg such credit for facing
up to the conflicts between inmm grants and bl acks.

In a strange set of dynamics, it seens to ne, that one
consequence of the kind of post-civil rights/affirmative action
political culture that we are in is that it is assuned that maybe

there are conflicts between non-mnorities and mnorities. But
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when we | ook at the situation between mnorities, between

imm grants and bl ack Americans, that kind of conflict we don't
want to acknow edge. It is verboten. It is off the charts. So
we are averse to it in that sense. And | think it makes it that
much harder for us to deal with and face up to what we really
have to grapple with here.

In the sane way, | would suggest that tine has gotten
greatly discounted in the processes that we are dealing with. |
think this probably is a function of globalization and changes in
our neans of communi cati on.

But sonetinmes it seens as though as soon as inmmgrants
arrive here, not only are they naki ng demands upon Ameri can
society, as in sone way, shape or formthey well should, but the
demands they make, the clainms they nake in terns of racia
di scrimnation clains, they barely have a chance to arrive before
those clainms get registered. They cross the border and they are
maki ng cl ai ns agai nst American society that they have suffered
some fundanental historical grievance before, in fact, | think we
have had tinme to work out the ternms of agreenent. So tine has
gotten so discounted that, again, we can't quite deal wth these
conflicts, I think, as well as we should, and we haven't figured
out how to counteract these tendencies.

Finally, Geg talks about, in the context of dealing

with the inplications of diversity, how we are nore preoccupied
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with equality anong groups these days. | think he puts this
forward as a neans of suggesting that this is a kind of hel pful
response to the inplications of diversity. W don't tolerate
di fferences anong groups that we m ght have tolerated in the
past .

Wiile | take his neaning and | aminclined to agree
with it, I would also suggest that it is also the case that the
push for equality, in fact, creates lots of other tensions and
exacerbates these kinds of conflicts that | have been tal king
about. | npbst obviously and nost specifically have in mnd of
course, affirmative action, which he touches upon in his analysis
and makes quite clear, | think, in a very subtle way, what the
problemis with affirmative action.

There are echoes of this in his owmn remarks. Let ne
just read one short sentence here. He says, on page 112 of his
book, that, "The challenge for governments is to protect
recogni zed mnority groups, but not in ways that make it
i npossi ble for group identities to shift ground in order to
better reflect group nunbers. Comunal identities are no |ess
fl exi bl e than individual ones."

That is a sentinent | couldn't agree with nore, yet
what | would ask and pose to Greg Zachary is: Are we capable of

this kind of mddle-range policy response to these kinds of
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problenms? And | think this is probably the overriding question
woul d ask throughout .

Are we capable as a society of the adequate kinds of
responses to manage diversity and, in this case, to manage group
relations in the sense in which he outlines in his passage,
especially on the one hand when we have inmm grant and mnority
advocat es pushi ng and pushing as hard as ever for their notion of
group benefits and indeed group rights; but also | would say, on
the ot her hand, when we have their opponents and those who woul d
criticize such advocates who push just as hard for notions of
i ndividual rights, that the United States is a regine of
i ndi vi dual rights?

| assume here at the Cato Institute we have | ots of
such individuals. And | would submt that in their own ways both
are rather wong- headed. Both ignore a rich history of ethnic
politics and group relations in our past fromwhich we can | earn
and draw upon and that | think is consonant with Greg's own
perspective in the passage that | articulated, but which | fear
is wefully out of reach now by our political dynam cs and
institutions.

So, on that sonewhat pessimstic note, | will turn the
podi um over to Tyler and once again commend Greg for an extrenely
provoki ng, provocative and nuanced treat nent.

Thank you.
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(Appl ause.)

MR. LINDSEY: CQur second commentator is Tyler Cowen,
who is currently Professor of Econom cs at George Mason
Uni versity, where he holds the Holbert S. Harris Chair in
Economics. He is also General Director of the Mercatus Center
and the James M Buchanan Center for a Political Economny.

He received his doctorate fromHarvard in 1987. He is
t he aut hor of a nunber of interesting books that track some of
the issues that Geg has witten about, including "In Praise of
Commercial Culture" and "What Price Fane?" both published by the
Harvard University Press, and "Exploring the Econom cs of
Culture.” He is also currently finishing up a book on the
interaction between gl obalization and cul tural diversity.

Ladi es and gentl enen, Tyler Cowen.

(Appl ause.)

TYLER CONEN, AUTHOR
“I'N PRAI SE OF COMVERCI AL CULTURE" AND

PROFESSOR OF ECONOM CS, GEORGE MASON UNI VERSI TY

MR. CONEN. | thought the book was excellent. It was
well -written. It was persuasive. It nakes a clear point. As
the other comrentator has indicated, it is, above all, subtle.
VWhen | picked up the book and started to read it, | feared that
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certain conmon m stakes or conceptual shortcom ngs mght be in
t he book, as we find in many books about gl obalization. And
couldn't find any of them | thought really the analysis was
quite refined and very deep.

In ny role as commentator, let ne tal k about sone
extensions; and |let nme push on what | think are sone of the
difficult points in doing an analysis of this kind. | do not
intend any particular criticisnms of the book. These are in part
sinply some difficulties that have conme up in nmy own work, as
well. And | think they are the frontier questions for any
anal ysis of nongrelization or hybridity.

| really have three nmain points or questions. The
first is: Wuat really is nongrelization or hybridity? | think
this is a very inportant point. If we |ook at economcs, we find
the countries that trade together the nost tend to be countries
that are |like each other. So the United States and Canada are
I i ke each other by gl obal standards and they trade together a
lot. Even if you adjust for distance, countries that are |like
each other trade together. There is very strong evidence there.

Let's go back to the question: Wat is nongrelization?
Let's take a typical exanple. W have a software engi neer who
was born in India and noves to Reston, Virginia, and works for a

high-tech firmout near Dulles Airport. This works. It is a
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wonder ful success. Everyone is better off. |Is this indeed
nongrel i zation?

[End Side AL Begin Side B.]

MR CONEN. -- it's a story about an Indian comng to
Anmerica, and they are different countries and there are different
peopl e and different cuisines, and that is nongrelization. But
there is another way of telling the story, and that is to say the
story is about the triunph of saneness.

If it is the case that |like countries trade together,
it is also the case that perhaps |ike peoples trade together.

And maybe what has happened is that the world has changed so that
the person in India who ends up noving to Reston, for various
reasons, is actually quite a bit a lot |ike Arericans in Northern
Virginia. And that is why they noved to Reston and that is why

t he thing works.

So the other way of telling the story is a triunph of
sanmeness story rather than a triunph of difference. Wich is the
right way of telling the story? | don't know. | think we still
need to do nore work on defining exactly what we nean by
diversity and what we nean by nongrelization.

It has often been the case in the past that diversity
or nongrelization has referred either to geography or it has
referred to ethnicity. But perhaps we are entering a world where

t he people who have a lot in comopn with each other, they live in
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different parts. So when | go to Tokyo | do in fact feel nore at
honme than when | go to rural Al abama. So maybe the real
nmongrelization would be if people fromrural Al abana cane up and
worked in Reston rather than when it is people from Japan or
India. | don't know

The second thing I wondered about is whether there
m ght not be a partially pessimstic strand in the author's
analysis. | amnot sure if he would affirmor deny this. And
this also gets back to the question of, what is nongrelization?

It seens to nme that any country we | ook at, even if it
pretends to be a nono-culture, we can read as a nongrel hybrid.
So take the case of Germany, Turks aside, ethnic Russians aside
and so on, just take the so-called Germans. Once upon a tine,
t hose so-called Germans did not think of thenselves as Germans.
They were not a single country. The differences within what we
now call Germany were vast. They were brought together and
becanme Germany through sone historical process. So we could say
that insofar as Gernmany pretends to be a nono-culture, this is in
fact a nyth, and Germany is a hybrid as well. But it is a hybrid
where the m xing took place in the past.

Now, if we think the countries that | ook Iike
nmono-cultures are not going to do as well, in essence, what we
are saying is that the benefits of m xing decay over tineg,

because virtually everyone is a mx. So if the benefits of
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m xi ng decay over tine, | take this to be a kind of parti al
pessi m sm on behalf of the author; that it is not enough to be
m xed, you have to keep on m xi ng.

It also raises the question of, do we define hybridity
or nongrelization in terns of a stock or a flow? The stock is
how many different parts you have in your history. The flowis
how many different parts you have com ng into your history now.
| take the author to be saying that what matters nore is the flow
rat her than the stock

This |l eads to another interesting formof potential
pessimsm That is, if it is the flowthat matters and everyone
inthe world follows this formula of becom ng hybrid, of becom ng
nongrels, then in a sense the flow m ght sl ow down because we
don't have different parts to draw upon. And one of the nice
t hi ngs about the nono-culture, so to speak, is whatever their
failings, they are different fromthe m xed countries.

So there are two alternative visions here, and | found
evidence for both in the text. One is to view the hybrid
cul tures and the nore nono-cultures as sort of conpeting forns,
and then to claim we should be nore |like the hybrids and | ess
i ke the nono-cul tures.

Anot her way to view the contrast is to view the hybrid
cultures and the nono-cul tures as nmeki ng each ot her stronger and

sonehow bei ng conpl enents. | found both strands in the book and
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at sone point | would be curious to hear the author's thoughts on

t hat .

My final comrent or question has to do with when
hybridity or nongrelization msfires. | think this is one of the
critical questions. Again, | commend the author's subtlety here.
| am not convinced by all of the answers that are offered. | see

at least two things that the author says.

One is a point where, close to the end of the book, he
menti ons, although he does not enphasize, that perhaps it is only
the richer countries that can bear all this hybridity. Again, he
doesn't push this line very hard, so | amnot sure | am
criticizing himhere, but | amnot sure I was convinced by that
hypot hesi s either.

If we go back in tinme, we find many successful hybrids:
many of the Greek city-states, the Dutch trading republic in the
17th Century, and so on. By absol ute standards, conpared to the
nodern worl d, these places were quite poor in nost ways and they
weren't nearly as wealthy, say, as nodern Brazil. Yet, nodern
Brazil does not replicate all of the successes that those pl aces
had. So | suspect it is not the absolute |evel of wealth.

Now, there is another hypothesis one finds in the book.
And that goes sonething as follows: The countries that succeed
at being hybrid are those that have good stories or good nyths or

good histories about what it nmeans to be hybrid. | am
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conplications that pop up.

One is the Iceland exanple. Let's say that there are
countries that have national nyths that they are not hybrids and
they like these national nyths. |f they are keeping out
foreigners and making themall learn Icelandic and take |cel andic
names, they nust sonehow |ike being Icelandic, as they understand
it, and living with other Icel anders.

So what is the author saying here? |Is the author
saying that the Icelanders ought to have sone ot her preference?
Is it a kind of paternalistic argunent? O is it an argunent
that the Icelanders sinply don't understand how good hybrids are
and what fun it is to be a nongrel? And even by the Icel anders
own preferences, they would be better off if they becanme nore
nongr el .

Finally, again, there are two ways we can tell stories
about people's nyths or people's histories. One is a nornmative
version, to say: Here are sone people with myths. These nyths
don't work so well -- maybe in Iceland or in Germany. And these
peopl e ought to have different nyths. That is one approach

The second approach is to take a nore expl anatory
approach and say, well, here are sone nyths in Iceland or
Germany, and here is why they are the way they are. It mght be

nice if they were sonehow better, but in fact they are not going
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to be very easy to change. And the question is not whether these
peopl e shoul d have better nyths, but (a) whether they should
becone nore hybrid, given the nyths they have, and (b) what is it
t hat causes the good nyths as opposed to the bad myths?

Anyway, to sumup, | enjoyed the work very much. To
me, the neasure of a good book is not just what is in the book,
but what kind of thoughts it stinulates. And on that mark, as
well, 1 think here we have a book very much worth reading.

Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR. LI NDSEY: Before opening up the floor to questions,
| would |ike to give Geg a couple of mnutes to respond to
poi nts that the commentators nade.

G eg.

MR, ZACHARY: | want to thank Tyler and Peter for
reading the work and for being so synpathetic in their conments.
It stinmulated a lot of interesting things for me. | amgrateful
they took the time and | am appreciative of the spirit with which
they expressed it.

| will just take really a few mnutes to respond to a
couple of things. Peter Skerry, as | expected would, has hit
upon two areas that | have a great deal of anxiety about nyself
and had sone hard decisions to make in the presentation of the

book.
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One is that yes, conflict is at the core of diverse
soci eties, and successful diverse societies nust nmanage confli ct
creatively and productively. Now, this does nean that sonetines
they won't. And the question that Peter raises, | think is, is
the Anerican society gaining nore capacity to deal with conflict
or are we | ess capable of dealing with conflict than we used to
be?

If he is right that we are | ess capable of dealing with
conflict, then the social norns that | am proposing are going to
per haps cause conflict that would get out of control. | think
that is an open question. His concern that we haven't figured
out how to counteract sone of the tendencies that seemto
indicate that we are less able to deal with conflict is one that
we need to think a | ot about.

The other point is about group rights. Is it a
nmechanismto assist us in dealing with conflict? | think this is
adifficult area. But | would just say that, again, he is right
that badly executed, badly presented group rights clains don't
hel p. So that they must be presented very carefully for themto
be effective.

The nor e phil osophi cal questions that Professor Cowen
raises are very interesting to ne. And | think he is right that
they can be viewed fromdifferent perspectives. | think that

difference is inportant to focus on, because saneness gets taken
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for granted. | think that the challenges then all fall into this
area of how do we create a zone of safety for difference.

The notion about hybrid versus nono-cultures, it is
true, | agree, that if all countries took this hybrid approach it
coul d cease becom ng an advantage then. | do think that if they
all did, we would end up with greater diversity, not |ess,
because this hybrid approach inplies greater fragnentation. |
think, while it is true that many of the countries that claimto
have purity have nongrel backgrounds, it doesn't nean that they
could easily nongrelize thensel ves now after centuries of a
different style.

Thi s question about rich countries, are they nore
capabl e of handling diversity than poor ones, | think the answer
is aqualified yes. | propose in the book a kind of denographic
transition theory for diversity that, at a certain point in the
mat eri al devel opnent, there are nuch greater capacities to dea
with this. 1In any case, | think that rich countries have to be
the role nodel for poor countries on this question. W can't ask
West African countries or India to take extraordinary steps to
accommodate diversity if in our owmn wealthy countries, with nore
advant ages, we are not able to ensure safety for difference.

Finally, this point about national nyths is very, very
interesting to me. And unbeknownst to you who have been doi ng

much nore inportant things, there is a whole giant schol arship

ARTI Transcripts
(202) 347-0030 and wwwe.artitranscripts.com



around national nyths. | am saying that people can and shoul d
re-engi neer them They should realize that these national nyths
that exist are actually constantly bol stered by state action and
that states can take different actions to support them

It is paternalistic. | do think that there is an
el ement of social engineering init. 1In the United States, the
responsibility for this social engineering is quite fragnented
and diffused. 1In a place |ike Singapore, it is very clear who is
doing it. But | think sonebody has got to do it, collectively or
i ndi vi dual |y.

Again, thank you. It was a great pleasure to hear them
both discuss it and to have a chance to hear your questions in
the tinme that renains.

MR. LINDSEY: Okay, it's tinme nowfor Q%A. | am going

to take the noderator's privilege and take the first question,

but then I will open up the floor. And if you will just raise
your hands, | will call on you and then one of our Cato interns
will come dowmmn with a m ke so that everyone can hear you. Just

gi ve your nane and your affiliation and address your question to
one or nore of the panelists.

My question for you, Geg, is about the reaction to
your book. | take it fromyour affiliation with the magazi ne,

"I'n These Tines," that you hail fromthe left side of the

political spectrum Although both econom c and cul tural
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anti - gl obalizati on cl ai r8 adherence from both sides of the
political spectrum -- we had Pat Buchanan and Ral ph Nader running
for President this year on an anti-globalization platform--
nonet hel ess, nmy sense is that on the right side,

anti -globalization remains a mnority view, whereas on the |eft
side it is becomng an orthodoxy. So I am wondering how you,
fromthis side of the spectrum have had your analysis received
and whet her there has been resistance and whet her you have found
successful ways in overcom ng that resistance.

MR. ZACHARY: Well, it's hard to, on ny own, assess
what the reaction is. Like nost authors, | amjust glad there is
any reaction, you know.

But | would say, anong people that are critical of this
approach, one is that you hear a claimthat it is elitist to talk
about trans-nationality, that it is really only very privileged
peopl e, highly educated people, that have the opportunities to
partake in nore than a couple of societies or nations or
cultures. So that they, as populists or as proponents of the
underdog or the global poor, they really can't take this
seriously. So what if five or eight hundred mllion or a billion
peopl e becone transnationals? The rest of the world is mred in
sonet hi ng el se.

Now, what | tried to point out is that this kind of

trans-nationality is often experienced by poor people. Because
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if you | ook at the character of nobility and i mm gration, many

poor people do migrate for |abor reasons or other reasons. The
other thing that conmes up is that people today who are critica

of globalization often are also frustrated with capitalism and
neo-liberal capitalismin particular, so that they want

di scussi ons about trans-nationality to becone di scussi ons about
the failures of neo-liberal capitalism

And maybe | am naive, | am beginning to think that I
probably am but | think that whether we had state capitalism
whet her we had pure socialism or neo-liberal capitalism these
same issues of identity and social psychology are going to rear
up. | nean, the Soviet Union had a 50- or 70-year experience of
pronmoting nmultiple cultural identities within a Sovi et regine.
And while it was hypocritical, it was also a conplete failure.
So that socialist countries, the record we saw, was that they
were deaf to this in a way that nany capitalist countries are.
So | amconcerned that a lot of critics just don't take seriously
enough these social and cultural factors.

Unfortunately, the left seens nore hung up with the
financial architecture and the I MF and the World Bank than
conservatives do at this point.

MR. LINDSEY: W have a question fromthe floor, right

here.
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MR. KRI KORI AN:  Mark Krikorian, fromthe Center for
| mm gration Studies.

Geg, | wanted to touch on a point that you had
addressed, and Professor Cowen had also. This was the issue of
rich versus poor countries. It seens to ne that the distinction
maybe here is nodern versus pre-nodern, or devel oping countries.
In other words, it is not so nuch that Brazil is wealthier; it is
that it is on a |lower |evel of economic and cultural and soci al
devel opnent than devel oped countri es.

The problem you are highlighting, is it conceivabl e at
least that it is a phenonenon of devel oped countries and it is a
sign, perhaps, of declining cultural self-confidence and even
decadence, to use a |oaded tern? And a couple of exanples sprung
to mnd. For instance, there are nosques being built in Rone;
there are not and will never be churches being built in Mecca.

Anot her exanpl e you brought up was Estonia, and that
brought to m nd sonething. The conparison between Estonia and
Algeria, | think, was telling. Wen each threw off its col oni al
master, Algeria drove out 15 to 20 percent of the population that

was not "us," whoever they were. \Wereas, Estonia, it is not
quite the devel oped world but it is sort of an associ ate nenber
of the devel oped world, was not, for a variety of reasons but not

sol ely because of Russia's proximty, not prepared and was never
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going to drive out the |large percentage of the popul ation that
was Russi an.

So, in other words, is the problemyou are highlighting
really maybe nore one of a problemthat countries are facing as
t hey decay, even though they are weal thier, whereas dynam c
societies, as in Islamor China, do not face these problens and
won't accept thenf

MR. ZACHARY: Two things: On the first one, yes, there
are pockets of diversity or hybridity, say Bonbay. Wthin poor
countries or devel oping countries, there are these pockets. And
| think that often they are the big cities.

Your second point, | think you are on to sonething
inmportant, but I would really not frane it the way you do. Let's
take the case of Al exandria, or Egypt. There are nany Egyptians
now who grieve over the decision by Nasser to define Egypt as an
Arab country when in fact it never was an Arab country. It was
sone part of classical civilization. It was highly Europeanized.
And all that was sort of papered over. So you have this
pan- African identity that Egypt is supposed to be part of.

So, what happens in Alexandria, this highly diverse
commercial center, all the non-Arabs get driven out in the course
of the 1950's. Well, there is not a |lot of freedomor space to
di scuss this openly in Egypt. But privately, |eading people in

Egypt are saying, God, this was a big mstake. If we are really
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going to sustain our growth, we need nore of this diversity. How
do we get back to that? So that is one thing, how do we get back
to that?

Unfortunately, | think that it would be nice, if you
are Chinese or an Islamc in Saudi Arabia, for it to be that the

ki nd of openness to new i deas that these rich countries have in

the West is a sign of decadence is just the opposite. | nean, it
is a sign of strength. It is a sign of suprene self-confidence
in their cultural backgrounds. | think it is another debate over

that, but I would just say that you are on to sonething. But I
think the frame | would not agree wth.

MR. LI NDSEY: Yes?

MR. KAHLENBERG Hi, Rick Kahl enberg fromthe Century
Foundat i on.

Geg, | think the book is terrific. And | very nuch
like the way you outlined the four types of mi xed societies.
woul d agree with you that the hybrid society is the one that is
nost attractive to nme, as well.

| would Iike to push a little bit on Peter's point.
What are the public policy inplications? If one wants to see
that type of society, what sort of policies should we be
pronoting?

MR. ZACHARY: Peter would have a | ot better thoughts

about that, I think, and I think he's right. But I wll just say
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briefly, and maybe he wants to anplify, that | do think that
we've got to get rid of this ethno-racial grid that we've got. |
woul d say that we have to sustain it for African-Anericans. In
ot her words, we continue to have to have preferences and prograns
that benefit African-Anericans and we have to do that even as
many bl ack Anericans get the space to question the nature of

bl ackness.

For the first tinme possibly -- | mean, certainly for
the first tinme since the 1950's -- blacks once again can start to
tal k about the gradations of color, the gradations of bl ackness,
the varieties of blackness that used to be a comon staple of the
i nner bl ack American debate. Once again, this is comng to the
surface. W cannot allow traditional civil rights groups to
hijack that discussion and bottle it up. That is the first
thing. Yet, we still have to support preferences for
Af rican-Ameri cans.

The other groups, | amsorry to say,
Hi spani c- Aneri cans, when you deconstruct the category, you cannot
show any reason for -- you don't neet the tests of preference, of
historic discrimnation. And | think it is the same for
Asi an- Aneri cans.

I ncreasi ngly, nmenbers of these pan-ethnic groups are

di scontented with these ethno-racial grids, and they wll
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increasingly rebel. | think in the end they will be the people
toppling it.

MR. SKERRY: Ckay, maybe I will chine in here. It is a
big question, Rick. Let nme just sort of reiterate the point I
made at the podium because | amnot sure it got through, but
maybe if it gets through I will regret that it did. Because even
in his remarks in response to Tyler and ne, but with regard to ny
comment, Greg focused, as he just did now, on the critique of the
hard notion of affirmative action and the civil rights
est abl i shnent .

| would agree with that. But, for whatever reasons, |
am here at Cato today, and | felt the need to press the other
side of the | edger, because it does seemto ne that it takes two
to engage in this dance. And | find nyself nore and nore hearing
political consultants, say in California, calling ne up and
wanting to know, how do | reach out to Hi spanics w thout
pandering to them By which they nmean, after a brief
conversation, it is quite clear they nean, how do | reach out to
Hi spani cs wi thout reaching out to themas Hi spanics? To which ny
response is: Wll, you can't do that.

They seem genui nely befuddl ed by that, because they
seem genui nely unaware that while we are a regi ne of individua
rights, we do have a rich and | think basically a positive

hi story of dealing with groups short of group rights. So | think
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that is inportant to try to carve out that m ddle ground. But
this is tricky terrain.

And just to take issue with what G eg just said,
preferences for Hi spanics, in his book he tal ks about Hi spanics
as a kind of concocted category. It is a concocted category, but
as | amsure he will acknow edge when | poke him all these
categories are concocted. And when it cones to ethnicity in the
United States, we should be tolerant of that. Wether we should
be tol erant about preferences or rigid group benefits for a
concocted category is yet again another question. | would say be
tolerant of Hi spanics, qua Hi spanics, but be critical of their
clainms for group benefits and group rights.

MR. ZACHARY: That is all | just said. Because, again,
if pan-Asians think there is validity in grouping together
Koreans and Filipinos and Vi et nanese and Chi nese, and the
varieties of Chinese, that is fine. That is a freedomissue, if
that is how they want to represent thensel ves.

But it is a separate natter if the state is going to
i ntervene and endorse that and then put benefits onit. So I
think I agree with you on that.

MR. CONEN. On that question, | would just suggest
freer immgration in nost or all of the countries in the world as
a start.

MR. LI NDSEY: Yes?
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MR. LYNCH. Ned Lynch, with the Institute of Wrld
Politics.

The question is sonmewhat interesting. | aminterested
in exploring a little further, though, the Iimtations that our
rule of law and our |egal focus in American politics tends to put
on this flexibility that both of you seemto seek in that regard.
Cvil rights laws were witten in 1964 with regard to the
pref erences and quotas, and the ability to change those laws is
nowhere near as flexible as the changi ng at nbsphere around the
i ssues woul d seemto be.

So how do you budge political institutions that seemto
have ossified while the society itself has beconme nore flexible
or hybrid?

MR. ZACHARY: This echoes, | think, Peter's concern.

It is that it is quite possible. The so-called Anerican genius
was that these flexible arrangenents were continually nmade. And
Europeans living in Europe, as | am they continually marvel over
the ad hoc nature of American society. And they thenselves say,
"Ch, we can't do that. You Anericans can do it, but we can't.”

| gave an exanple of this South Texas town that
decl ared their official |anguage Spanish; there is not |egal
basis or legal issue that gets fought out. It is a pragmatic

accommpdati on.
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It is true that the U. S. has excelled in that in the
past. Maybe it won't in the future. But I think you are right
to have doubts about it.

MR. LI NDSEY: Yes, Dan?

MR GRISWOLD: | amDan Giswld, with the Cato
I nstitute.

Probably no area of the world set its face agai nst
gl obal i zation nore than the Islamc world on the cultural front,
resisting not only immgration, but the cultural influences. I
wonder if you could talk a bit about the consequences of that,
both for that part of the world and other parts of the world that
have tried to keep out the influence of globalization. Wat sort
of advantages and what sort of costs, maybe nore inportantly, are
they going to pay for that?

MR. ZACHARY: | do focus a lot on the costs, because |
think the benefits other people are nore expert on, the people
who are expert on that society. But one thing is clear. W have
a flow of talented people around the world that is unprecedented.
This flowis getting bigger. Critical |abor shortages and needs
for talent in Western Europe, conbined with the continuing need
for talent in Canada and North America and Australia, neans that
there is going to be a continual sucking out of talent.

For countries like the Islamic world, the difficulty

becomes how do you retain your talented people if you are not
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provi di ng an environnment where they can partici pate with other
tal ented people fromaround the world. The hybridization of the
pr of essi ons and of science and of the elite occupations has
accel erated, and you now have a situation where if sonebody is
excellent in a line of wirk, they feel they need that sort of

gl obal exchange.

So that is biggest risk | see, that they will | ose the
elite basis or technocratic basis to run their society. They
won't be able to keep those folks. Then that will sort of worsen
their isolation, though. So they may not realize that they are
paying this cost for a long tine.

MR. LI NDSEY: Yes?

MR. SWELAM M nane is Ashraf Swelam | am First
Secretary at the Enbassy of Egypt. Bringing Egypt as an exanpl e,
| just want to make one comment and put forward one question
actual ly.

The conmment i s about what you said about people in
Egypt probably resenting the decision that was made by Nasser to
associate Egypt with the Arab world. In this specific exanple
you didn't go so nuch into depth

MR. ZACHARY: | will certainly talk about it nmuch nore
carefully now, though, now that | know you are here. | amsure |
have nuch to qualify.

(Laughter.)
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MR. SWELAM Yes, because | think for a country |ike
Egypt, where you have actually nore than one culture at play at
the sane tine, being associated with the Arab world is not a
function of a decision taken by |eadership, especially if you are
tal ki ng about a country which has been speaking Arabic for 14
centuries before Nasser took office. 1In this sense, | cannot see
the Arab people of Egypt not associating thenselves with the Arab
worl d one way or the other.

I n anot her way, and | think the comment nmade by M.
Cowen here about the timng is very inportant. Because if you
have tonorrow, for exanple, a decision taken by the Arab League,
| think what you are saying is a little bit of an outcone of the
frustration of what is going in Egypt and the Arab world and
Cccupied Territories and all this. So if you have tonorrow a
deci sion by the Arab League, for exanple, that would reflect
very, very much on the attitude that you would get fromthe
peopl e in Egypt about being associated as an Arab.

| think that was a very |ong coment, but anyway, |
just want to ask a question. There are a lot of witers who
wr ot e about gl obalization, keeping thenselves strictly to the
econonmi ¢ arena, and you are tal king about culture. | wonder
where the concept such as denocracy, governance, human rights
would fit into this picture, and how would the United States

actual ly be nore accepting and approving that there are probably
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in other parts of the world slightly different understandings to
t hese sane concepts? Thank you.

MR. ZACHARY: Because | want to respond to the comrent
about Egypt, nmaybe you two guys will respond to his actual
question, all right, so it is just not ne.

VWhat | am saying is not that Egypt isn't an Arab
country. It is that the benefits of being Arab-plus, of having a
nore frank recognition of the additional traditions, the other
traditions in Egyptian history and in current Egyptian society.
The other thing is, and | don't want to be m sunderstood, that
the rise of nationalismin Egypt and deci sions Nasser nade, nade
hi storical sense at the tine. Europeans had a sway and an entree
in Egyptian business and society that was unsustainable. It was
unfair. But even given that, today | think that Egypt woul d, and
sonme Egyptians | think privately think this, that it would
benefit fromdrawi ng on nore cultural and social sources than
sinmply the narrow y defined Arab/Islamcul tural source.

On your |arger question, that in sone sense is whole
ot her book. It is a big debate. But |I would just say that
absolutely different parts of the world or different countries,
different societies can have different conceptions of justice,
denocracy, freedom individualism comunalism so that | don't
try to present a notion that there is a one-size-fits-all; in

fact, | try to say the opposite.
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MR. LI NDSEY: Yes?

MR. MLLIKAN. A MIlikan, Washington | ndependent
Witers.

| just wanted to ask anyone, to what extent, where
communi sm has reigned for any significant period of tinme, do you
see this as a corrupting influence and a hindrance to
gl obal i zati on, where capitalismhas been attacked historically,
educationally, in practice, where athei smhas been pronoted,
where other religions have been persecuted, where human rights
have been suppressed? How hard is this for comuni st nations
t hat have gone past communi sm how hard is that to deal with in
gl obal i zati on?

MR. ZACHARY: Well, one issue facing post-comuni st
countries is that since they are not wedded to their past
identities -- in fact since many of them conpletely want to w pe
those out -- they are actually freer to engage in this journey of
flexible identity and reconstructing national myths. So, in that
sense, they have a head start. They are not burdened by past
sort of nono-cultural, narrow notions of what it neans to be a
Byel orussi an or what does it nean to be a UKr aini an

But, of course, there are a |lot of deficits that they
al so have. And I think what we see in the post-communi st
countries is these many other deficits nmake it very difficult for

themto see anything but their elites hybridized.
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MR. LI NDSEY: Yes?

MR. MANBEL: H, | am Tom Manbel. | am a poet and an
ent repreneur.

Like ny friend over here, | have a comment and a
question. And | should preface it by saying | have not yet read
your book, but | certainly intend to.

My comrent would be | don't understand how anyone can
i mgi ne that gl obalization -- or it doesn't have to be
gl obalization -- nationalism which is just an earlier form of
the sane, fails to wi pe out differences, which is what we shoul d
be tal ki ng about instead of diversity. The issue is not
diversity; it is difference.

You have only to | ook at France, to nove a few hundred
mles from Germany, to see a country that even as late as the
|ate 19th Century, there were 14 spoken | anguages, to see a
country in which a set of nmyths did not arise organically within
the country. It was inposed. You have |ost Provencal
literature. You have | ost those | anguages. You have | ost French
controle, whatever was ever in there. You have |ost just a huge
anmount .

And that is only to say that when you have a gain, you
al so have a loss. It seens jejune to be conplaining that people
poi nt that out, whether in ads in The New York Tines or anywhere

el se, as if you had any social tendency, whether gl obalization or
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fragnentation, that did not have its | osses that went along with
its gains. That is nmy comment.

My question is, what is the role of entropy in your
i deas? In other words, maybe a way to say that is what is the
i deal society that you see? You pointed out four kinds of
soci eties and you gave exanples of three of them Wen you cane
to your fourth, your exanple was Tiger Wwods. Describe a world
that you actually like in that regard.

MR. ZACHARY: Well, clearly, in the book I talk at
| engt h about what hybrid societies are and also | have a separate
chapter on hybrid | eadership, which is how one would pronote
hybridity within a society. So countries that | |ook at,
obviously the United States and Canada are different types of
hybrid societies, but of course they are in process. There are
counter forces in them Singapore, | think, is a very
interesting one froma kind of authoritarian orientation.

| think that, interestingly, France is hybridizing from
below. It is not hybridizing so nuch fromexternal influences,
but openness and the notions of gl obalization have unl ocked
demands on the part of l|local regions that are astonishing.
Suddenly, 100 years after the French Governnent thought this
process of nationalization was finished, dozens of French groups
or regions are springing up and sayi ng they have different

| anguages, they want these | anguages recogni zed, and they have
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different interests than the French States. And giving the

| sl and of Corsica an Assenbly is just a prologue to many ot her
| ocal assenblies that the French Governnent is going to openly
have to give.

The idea that even eradicated | anguages or eradicated
cultures can't be revived is not clear. Because, in England,
Corni sh has been revived. | don't think anybody ever spoke
Cornish -- | amnot sure -- but now there are about 10, 000 t hat
claimto speak it.

In the French case, the end gane mi ght be a society
t hat hybridizes out of its past. These resources that M.

Li ndsey tal ked about in the beginning, drawi ng on resources
aren't just living resources; they could be dead resources,
"dead," or past resources, historic resources. And France m ght
end up finding that it is through this sort of hybridization
locally that it really changes and not globally. So I have

t hought a | ot about what you are bringing up.

MR. CO/NEN: Just in ternms of an exanple other than
Ti ger Whods, the nost successful hybrid society I know in the
world is the one | live in; and that is Northern Virginia.
woul d | ower ny property taxes a bit, but in terns of the hybrid
model working, it is right across the River. That is what |

woul d point to.
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MR. LINDSEY: | would say | have had nany critical
adj ectives thrown at nme, but this is the first tinme | have ever
been called jejune and | am very excited about that.

(Laughter.)

MR. LINDSEY: M point wasn't that globalization's
critics don't have a point when they say that certain differences
in the world are vanishing. O course they are. M point was
the interesting one that here is a novenent that is typically
selling itself to the world as an anti poverty novenent; that in
fact when it chooses its targets to put in a full-page ad in The
New York Times it chooses indicators of affluence, which I think
is an interesting and telling indication of what is really going
on in the anti-globalization novenent.

Yes?

MALE VO CE: Do you believe that conpul sory racia
classification, which is very shocking to outsiders here -- and |
live in this society; and for ny children, for exanple, it is
i npossible -- given the grid, the historically absurd grid, don't
you think that, nunber one, that is absurd?

Number two, why in the world do you want to continue
forever preferential treatnment for Negro Africans? 1Isn't that an
adm ssion that they can't nake it on their own? Wat is your

basi s?
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MR ZACHARY: The first one about the classifications,
| think that is contested now. | happen to live in Berkel ey,
California. This is obviously a very liberal city. For the
first tinme, they are letting parents check "m xed race.” This is
anot her category, of course, another classification. It shows
that there is frustration

All | amsaying is that many people are frustrated with
t hese boxes they have to check. | think the first inpulse m ght
be to create nore boxes and new ones, rather than get rid of
t hem because, after all, that is what they are confortable wth.
That is what people are used to.

The second thing about affirmative action and bl ack
Americans is just how we have to gauge the damage done from
immgration to sone segnments of African-Anericans. That is the
first thing. Because we allowed legally into the United States 1
mllion people a year for 20 years. There was no referendum on
this. There was no vote. It happened.

W did it presunably because it is benefiting Anerica.
Well, it is benefiting maybe nost of Anmerica, but sonme Americans
it doesn't benefit. And maybe if we are going to continue this
ki nd of openness to inmgration we ought to conpensate segnents
of the society that are being danaged by it. That is not a
strange noti on. W have done that with trade, for instance. Wy

not with inmmgration?
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MALE VO CE: Wiy on a racial basis?

MR. SKERRY: | wll take the questions in reverse
order, but start with that one. On a racial basis because the
grievance was visited on a racial basis. That would be the
answer. That is not an argunent, in ny view, for group rights
necessarily, but it mght well be and probably is an argunent for
sone sort of group acknow edgenent or group benefits or sone sort
of recognition to the group that they have suffered a grievance
that no ot her group has.

Your first point about conpul sory racial

classification, I wll presune to nake a point given what you
said, that you are not an American by birth, | guess, and that
you are famliar with it fromthe outside. | would question

whet her the racial classification schene we have now is
conpul sory. We would have to | ook at what you mean by conpul sory
and what the exact uses are.

You don't have to check off the census form If you
don't check it off, answers will be conputed. But what you check
off is the individual's decision, and how those data get used for
the census is not necessarily how they get used for other
progranmati ¢ pur poses.

So, like lots of racial issues in the United States, |
think there is a lot of gray area here. It isn't sinply, | don't

think, a conpulsory racial classification schenme. There is
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compul sion involved in the assignnent of benefits, | will grant
you that. But at the identification end of things it is not so
clear to ne that it is so sinply a conpul sory schene.

And as far as the boxes go, | amnot even sure why G eg
is opposed to boxes, maybe he is not. Because if we have
hybridity, your point is sinply that the boxes have to be
fungi bl e.

MR. ZACHARY: |'m not opposed to them M point is
t hat we can make new boxes.

MR. LINDSEY: | think we are going to wap up the
formal proceedings here. W have [unch upstairs and we can
continue the conversation there.

Once again, we want to thank all the panelists. Thank
you for com ng

(Appl ause.)

(Wher eupon, the Book Forum was concl uded.)
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