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U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D. C. 20535

Dear Requester:

Enclosed are copies of documents from FBI recerds. Excisions have been made to protect information exempt
from disclosure pursuant to Title 5, United States Code, Section 552 (Freedom of Information Act) and/or Section
552a(Privacy Act). In addition, where excisions were made, the appropriate exempting subsections have been cited
opnesite the deletions. Where pages have been withheld in their entirety, a deleted page information sheet has
been substituted showing the reasons or basis for the deletion. The subsections cited for withholding information

from the enclosed documents are marked below:

Section 552 Section 552a

@ (bX1) O (bY7XHA) o (d)5)
B (b)(2) o d)7)(B) o 0)2)
o (b)(3) B (b)7)C) o (k)(1)
0 (b)(4) B (b)(7)(D) 0 (k)(2)
o (b)5) @ (b)(7XE) o (k)(3)
o (bX}6) 0 (b)(7XF) a (k)4)

O (b)8) o (kX5)

o (b)9) a (k)6)

0 (kX7)
(See Form OPCA-16a, enclosed, for an explanation of these exemptions.)

Pursuant to your request, 1580 preprocessed pages are being released.

The documents responsive to your request were previously processed for another requester. In order to
provide the information you requested as soon as possible, we have released the FBI information as it was
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UNIT oD STATES DEPARTMENT OF ,JSTICE . .

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

New COrleans, louisiana

L e No-. January 6, 1963
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6 ) LEACONS FOR DEFENSE OF JUSTICE,

2 JONSEBOURO, IOUISIANA,

L8 PERCY L&E BRGDFORD, PRASIDENT

TR =

21 i

22

23 Jonesboro,

24 ) Louisiana, advised January 5, 1965 that an organi-

25 . zation known as Deacons for Defense of Justice,

26 with Percy Lee Bradfora, Negro male, age about 44,

27 as president, has been organized at Jonesboro, :
28 louisiana, le stated that this organization was el
e o< organized to promote Negroes' civil rights and Rart)
%0 that its purposes werc much the same as those_of.. -
1l COR&, He stated that whereas TOHE is completely

12 non-violent in its methods™ of'ﬂcallnb “with 01v11

3 rlthb “matters, Deacons for Ucfense of Justice’ Twould o
24 —U¢ more militant and inclined to use violence in

15 dealing with any violent opposition encountered, . . ..

16 ~Hestatéd that Deacons for pefense of Justice has

Eggg; night patreols in the Negro scctious of Jonesboro and

p8 - ixe fecls that these night patrols are arned, -

13

12 organization was a non-violent Negro moveleut

33 orzanized exclusively within Jackson Parish, Louisiana,

3 "o stated its purpose was to promote JUbtlce for the

5 Hegro and followed the sawme principals as 1luid down

16 by the COPE except its members would, if attacked,

17 defend thewmselves by usce of force.

,

19 _ He said this organization has two citizens

E ; band radios and walkie talkies used to communicate

21 b with one another in case violence against the Negro

52 !' 5 initiated in Jackson Parish, Ile said there was

53 i between 250 and 300 members within the parish and they
smgg;
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ADFOnD' i'

%DVISED FOLLOWING INFORMATION CONCERNING CAPTIONED MWATTER?®

Jf G cTATED THAT IT WAS LEARMNED THAT ON THE NIGHT OF |
| 3§EBRUARY TUENTY ONE, LAST, SIX CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY, - _bic
:ﬁﬂ»“ CORE END PAREN, NEM3ERS APPEARLD AT BOoALUSA, AT Y

g’HI”H TIME THEY HELD 4 MEETING AT THE NEGROES LA3OR HALL. THIS

:lﬂEFTI\S Was ATTENDED 3Y VVL?AL uOui\LUaA HREGRO, LLADP‘RS

2 D Prob¥ONE g fﬁ,u:*f“'HERcl’\!lS UNCLASSIFIED
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—THE MAIN PURPOSE OF THE MEETING WAS

%0 DISCU”S AN ORuANIZATION NOW BEIVG PUT TOGETHER IN LOUISIANA

|
e e e |
N
——— e, i e |
|
'

EQ(NOWN AS THE JFA“ONS FOQ DEFENSE AND JUSTICE.-PAREV DbJ END PAREN.

o :“MAIM SPEAKER OF THE EVENING WAS BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN ERNEST THOMAS |

'MHD DISCUSSED THE FACT TKAT MEMBERSKIP IN THE DDJ, PAREN STRICTLY

JNEGRO IND PAREN, WOULD COST TEM DOLLARS INITIATION FEE

' '%ND TWO DOLLARS PER XONTH. TEN PERCENT OF THE MONIZS DETAINED

LOCAL CHAPTERS WOULD 2Z CHANFLLED INTO THE HEADQUARTERS OF
HE STATE ORSGANIZATION WHICH IS NOW BSELIEVED TO BE AT JONESBORO,
,§,03151ANA.

13 IT WAS EXPLAINED, THE PURPCSE OF THE MONWY WAS TO BUY

a4 —

:gADIO EQUIPMENT, INCLUDING WALKY DASH TALKIES, CITIZENS ESAND

47EQUIPL NT, FOR AUTOXOBILES, AS wELL AS ANHUNITION, LITERATURE,

4?ND OTHE? EQUIPMENT NOT IDENTIFIED. DISCUSSED IN CONSIDERABLE

SY ENGTH WAS THE PUTTI\G OF wOBIL CITIZENS BAhD RADIOJ INTO AUTOMOBILES

- USRS
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NETERRVEREN TIPS SR
=

.Zﬁ'NEGRO MEMBERS, PRINCIPALLY IN 30ZALUSA. IT WAS REPORTED THAT
13

lﬂHOWAS WENT ON TO EXPLAIN THE DDJ INTENDED TO ESTABLISH A CODE
-

L&WSTEl WHEREBY A STATE VWIDE CONMUNICATIONS SET UP COULD BE CREATED,

LﬁN ORDER THAT, IF NEGROES IN ONE COMMUNITY HAVE DIFFICULTY, THE

24EGROES COULD IMMEDIATELY CALL ON THE RADIO FOR ASSISTANCE AND GET
;;éSISTAhCE THOMAS TALXED AT LENGTH ABOUT THE UaE AND ADVANTAGES
gégugALKIE DASH TALKIES AND EQUIFMENT FOR CONMUNICATION PURPQSES.
?Q “. THOMAS THEN DBISCUDSED A TE@Q@NCY ON THE PART OF NEGROES

:%Q BUY CHEAP WEAPONS LIKE A TWENTY TWO CALIBER. THOWA: POINTED

T B TR e e,

3@ﬁT THAT hECO?Ea SHOULD BUY SUBSTANTIAL WEAPONS INCLUDING A THREE

—

@ERO SIX CFLIDER RIFLE., THOMAS quG DTED THAT TWELVE OR SIXTEEN

‘l"’ " —

,@hGE SHOTGUNS WERY 5005 3 UQTE CLODE IN WOnK UN U0Tz. THOWUAS

H e —————

sPAID THAT IF STAHDARDIZED quES WERE OBTAINED THE NEGROES 1IN

il
ﬁO“M’“ITIFS COULD 3UY SHELLS BY THE CA THOMAS SAID THAT

4.{EGnOT"S SHOULD KEEP PLENTY OF AMMUNITION IN THEIR CARS, IN

STHEIR HONES, AS THEY NEVER KNEW WHEN THEY WOULD NEED THE AMMUNITION
17 . -

J#ND THEY WERE TO BE EXPECTED TO BE READY

19 -
5END PAGE THREE e e
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" VHENEVER THEY WERE CALLED UPON.

15 .
6

:fZHOUSTON FOR AUTONATIC WEAPONS AND MENIIQN_EDMA___FIFT_‘YN_QALIBER AND |

THO:AS SAID THAT HIS GROUP HQS CONTACTS IN CHICAGO AND _

CALIBER MACHINE GUN.

7 e
217
Z:PEOPLE GENERALLY, THAT IF KKK OR WHITE PEOPLE VANTED VIOLENCE, THAT

[P A O s

?UOTF THEY INTENDED TO COMBAT VIOLENCE WITH VIOLENCE THAT THVY

THOEAS STATED, REFERRING To, THE_XU.XLUX--KLAN AND WHITE

I’\,) J

E;:IAD NO INTENTION OoF DTAUTIbu ANxTHI§quHEMSELVLS BUT WANTED TO BE j
!

}ﬁg p;*f‘ UNQUOTE
}% THOMAS DISCUSSED AT CONSIDERABLE LENGTH THE ADVANTACES OF |
3¥ '

3?MMINQ ROVING PATROLS IN THE UARIOUS COMMUNITIES SO THAT -

:%HOULD ANY NLJRO BE ARRESTED BY A POLICE OFFICER, THAT THE

,MS PATRGL AS UITNESSES TO AMY ARREST, COULD IMKEDIATELY
ngEP;END THE POSITION OF THE ARRESTED PERSON. THOMAS SAID THAT IF
jéPOLICE OFFICERS SEE NEGROES WHO ARZ ARMED AS THE POLICE ARE,
‘;‘ifHE POLICE CQULD 3E EXPECTED TO PROBABLY BACK AWAY AND NOT AFFECT

igTHE ARREST OF THE INDIVIDUAL.
17
48
?%HEY.SHOULD JION, TO GET TOGETHER WITH THEIR NEGRO LEADERS, THE

THOMAS DISCUSSED THE NEED FOR MEMBERS OF THIS GROUP, IF

);PREACHE?S, SCHOOL TEACHERS, AND OTHER RESPONSIBLE PERSONS, AND

23END PAGE FOUR
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PREACH  TO AND EMPHASIZE TO THESE LEADER THAT IF THESE LEADERS

o~

2DO NOT GO ALONG WITH THIS ACTIVITY THAT THEY WERE NOT FIT IN TKE
‘4FIRST PLACE. THOM¥AS POINTED GUT IF THE LOCAL MEMBERS IF THE DDJ

L aamus T8 Lt tm m i ¥ e e v oAy TR

wm-_m_ NOT SUCCESSFUL IN WORKING ON NEGRO L IN THE COMMUNITY

(93]

ADER

=3

faawn CONVINCING THEM THAT THEY, REFERRING TO CORE, WOULD DO IT
Y Wl i
SOFQR¥THEM, i
21 |
22 A FURTHER rE”BLRSHIP MEETING OF THE DDJ IS %“HVDJLED AT 20GALUSA |

23 . R e i . ;

2N SUNDAY, FEBRUARY TWENTY EIGHT, SIXTY FIVE, aD ﬁLL_PROaPECTIUE

2550 - et P |
P S ]

26MEMBERS WERE REQUESTED TO BRING MONEY, DUES, AND INITIATION FEES. i
27

’m—ADVISED THAT BASED UPON THIS INFORMATION *’—”70"

L7D .
UI'HL BOGALUSA CITY ADMINISTRATION FELT THAT THE DDJ WOULD NOT
1l

‘PE T0OO SUCCESSFUL FROM THE STAND PQINT OF MEMBERSHIF AND DUES

PR
R =1}
g

BUT WERE CONCERNED AZQUT THE DIFFICULTIES DISCUSSIONS OF THIS

26TYPE WOULD HAVE ANONG THE NEGRO POPULATION IN THE BOGALUSA COMMUNITY.
>§ - QN THE NIZHT OF FESRUARY TUENTY TW2, SIXTYFIVE, 1T WAS REPORTED
39 -

:O0THAT C’Ojv:ﬁ’l/;{lc}\ A NEGRO LEADER I{\* BOuQLUJQ AND ACTIVE IN
3l P aoeln /{/""

1 200RE ‘JJOnK SPOXE 3BEFORE THE BOGALUSA VOT 7\’3 LEAGUE AT A
<3 : -
H4END PAGE FIVE




».» PAGE.SIX
s HEETING CALLED TO LEND SUPPORT TO THE BOGALUSA NEGRO |
"N TLES COOPERATION WITH THE CITY ADHINISTRATION. HICKS o
;IHSCQbSED AT GREAT LENGTH THE DDJ _INFORMATION AS T g
Léxscussan THE PREVIOUS EVENING By ERNEST THOMAS. HICKS POINTED :
;%r@_Te THE PEOPLE IN ATTENDANCE WHO WERE MOSTLY TEENAGE CHILDREN, |

~§HB ADVANTAGES OF ARMING THEMSELVES_AND DISCUSSED HAND GRENADES,

Iﬂ!EKiE DASH TALKIES, AND EXPLAINED GENERALLY WHAT WAS

[ AR R

—_

%TATED THE PREVIQUS NIGHT BY ERNEST THOMAS.

2 N HICK"_WVWT IVTO GREAT DETAIL CONCERNING HOW YOUNG NEGROES f
§?ULD DEFLND THEMSELVES BY CONVERGING owmg6ifér ngiCERS IF THE

EP

Cr WERE TRYING TO ARREST NLG ROLS AND CAUSE DIFFICULTY AT

h.r\LlJNfJNI-JG\J(\.

%ﬂHE TINMEZ OF THE A?PVST AND PQVVTNT THE NEGRJ FROM BEING .

- P

T - :
13-';33% FSTED. |
}; " SECRET SERVICE, NEW ORLEANS, AND INTELLICENCE CORP5 GROUP,

L

JeNEW ORLEANS, ARZ 2LING ADVISED, LHM FOLLOWS.

;g CORR—PASE-TYWO-LINE-THREETWORD ETIGHT SHD-BE -UNIDENT-IRIED.
;éE&GEvTHREE-LINE—F&#E—B%%?*tETTERS~ FB
;iPﬁGE“THREEWLINEvNINE WORL~SHD-BE-DISCUSSED

i5
4 6PAGE FOUR LI“L NINETEEN-WORD THREEZ SHO-BE~JOIN

17 .
1gEND AND ACK PLS
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Ir, MohT——— \
Mr. DeLoachoym
TJT- Ca'pCfa._——r
Mr. Callahag——
Mr. Conradio——

FBI

e o a1 =

{Type in plain text or code) Mr. Tavel yoo J

Mr. Trotter
Tete, - Room o

AJRMATL

_______________________________________________ L1 Miss Gandy

: |
. |
: |
|
. |
Date: 2/24/65 :'hh.th —
Mr. Gale i :
] Mr. Rusen !
: : NMr. Suilivan 2o o3;
|
|
|
|

(Priority or Method of Mailing) Miss Hoimes.
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TO: - DIRECTOR, FBI
h] -’ ' ~
18 FROM: SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-3290) [
1 x—-L,;-i \‘:5
ZH SUBJECT: DEACONS FOR DEFENSE _AND : -
21 JUSTICE, JONESBORO, LOJISIANA i -
) PERCY " EE BRADFORD /. '
23 . RM ~J AR o B
24
5% 0
26 : , | . eins 9&
37 Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are eight copies M :
28}‘ . of letterhead memorandum concerning captioned matter, two g/& ;
g, copies for Houston, and two copies for Chicago. Copies have |
39.-]. also been forwarded to ICG and Secret Service, New Orleans. o
n :
124 ource mentioned in letterhead memorandum is ‘
2 Td
34 Py
35 | “hL
16 CHICAGO AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

Through established sources, informants, and.gun
outlets, determine whetier or not any shipments of puns are k
being made to the Jonesboro, Bogalusa, or New (Orlecans area. ‘_U

HOUSTON DIVISION AT HOUSTON, TEXAS

/ Cover same lead as set forth for__Chlcago Division.

AN S l/ [\!L[i:; TN .u..J.‘..!lnnhu
o maresa Caler HEREIH 1S URCLASSIFIED

2 - Houston (Enc. 2) 1 ce & Y%
2 Chicago (Enc. 2) Hian-I izATEL“”{Z“ALJEB

2 - New Orleans (1 - 157-3290)

.--” .....

\
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UNLCED STATES DEPARTMENT O, JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

e o
oo ‘3‘13 Replv, Please Refer o

9.

% lc 1\0

i New Orleans, Louisiana ;
2 February 24, 1965

13

14

.5 DEACONS FOR DEFENSE

L6 AND JUSTICE

L8

[ Tl N (n February 22, 1965, a confidential source advised
0 %' the foliowing information concerning the captioned matter:

21

22 Sourc2 =tated that it was learned that on the night
23 of February 21, 1965, six Congress Of Racial Equality {(CORE)
24 members app“ufEd al Bug-1u=1 at which time thty hvld/

25 - ' meeting ot the Negréss Labor Hall. "hi “/attended
26 . by several Bogalusa Nagrolleaders,

27 -

28 o

FR o

ER gl

31

PO IR WP Y [ N T R O |
4 N L e v B
»

a
19 Srwurce vreported the main purpass of the mesting was
10 o discuss s oorgsnization now buing put together in Louisiana
11 known s the Deacons 1ar Lefensa and Justaics (50J)Y.  The main
32 sproker of the evening wos Lelisved U9 have bean Ernest Thomas
3 “ha discussed the faer thoet mambership 1n the I {strictly

3 Negro) o would cost 310 initiaticn fes and 52 par month.  Ten
is rer ocant ot the monizs obraainsd from the laucal chaprers would
16 Le chan=lled into rthe hezdiuarters of the svats organization
17 which s now believed tn be at Jonesbere, Loulsiana.

18

49 It was explainsd the purpose of th: monsy was to buy
5 radi> =quipment, including walkiv-talkies, citizens band

21 ¢juipment for automebilzs . o3 well as ammunirtion, litsrature,
52 und cthsr &#3uipmzsnt nat gdsntifizd. Discussed in considerable
53

Iength wa=s the putting of mobile ¢itigens. b4nd Tadluq 1n53
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DEACONS FCR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE

automobiles of Negro members, principally in Bogalusa. It was
reportad that Thomas went on to explain the DDJ intended to
establish a code system whereby a state-wide communications set
up could be created in order that, if Negroes in one community
have difficulty, the Negrozs could immediataly call on the radio
for assistance and get assistance, Thomas talked at length
about the use and advantages of walkie~talkies and equipment

for communication purposes.

Thomas then discussed a tendency on the part of
Negroes to buy cheap weapons like a .22 caliber. Thomas
pointed out that Negroes should buy substantial weapons,
including a .306 caliber rifle. Thomas suggestied that 12 or
16 gage shotguns were good for "close in work." Thomas said
that if standardized gapges were obtained, the Negroes in
communities could buy shells by the case., Thomas said that
Negroes should keep plenty of ammunition in their cars, in
their homes, as they never knew when they would need the
ammunition, and they were to be expected to be ready whenever
they were called upon.

Thomas said that his grcup has contacts in Chicago
and Houston for automatic weapons and mentioned a .30 caliber
and .30 caliber machine gun.

Thomas stated, rofzrring Lo thz Ku Klux Klan and
LS| white people generally, that if the Ku Klux Klan or white
3 people wanted violsnce, that “they intended tc combat violence
3l with violence, that they had ne intention of starting anything
3 themselves but wanted 1o b2 ready."
23
4 Themas discussed at considerable length the advantages
15 i having roving Ne2gro pairels in the varicus communities so
16 that should any Negro bs arrested by a police officer, that the
17 roving patral, as witnesses 10 any arrest, ccould immediately
18 defend the position of the arrested person. Thomas said that
49 if police officers see Negrces whe are armed as the police are,
50 the police could be expzered to probably back away and not
11 affect the arrest of the i1ndividual.
52
33 Thomas discuss<d the nzed {or members of this group,
;gsﬁu " 1f they should join, to ger together wath thiir Negro leaders,
@ - the preachers, school tezchers, and other re=sponsible persons,
56 and preach to and emphasize 12 their leaders that if thsir
5T
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DEACONS FCR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE

13 leaders do not go along with this activity, that they were not
14 fit in the first place. Thomas pointed out if the local members
5 of the DDJ were not successful in working on Negro leaders in

.6 the community and convincing them that they, referring to CORE,
27 would do it for them.

L8

A further membership meeting of the DDJ is scheduled

207 at Bogalusa on Sunday, February 28, 1965, and all prospective

21 members were regquested to bring money, dues, and initiation

22 fees. ‘

23

24 Source advised that based upon this information, the

257 Bogalusa City Administration felt that the DDJ would not be

26 too successful from the stand point of membership and dues but

27 were concerned about the difficulties discussions of this type

28 would have among the Negro population in the Beogalusa community.

2 G

0 - On the night of February 22, 1965, it was reported

n that Robert Hicks, a Negro leader in Bogalusa and active in

12: . CORE work, spoke before ths Bogaslusa Voiers League at a meeting

330 called to lend support to the Bogalusa Negro Communities '

24 Cooperation with the City Administration. Hicks discussed

25 at great length the DDJ information as discussed the previous

36 evening by Ernest Thomas. Hicks pointed out to the people

Eﬁﬁﬁb in attendance, who were nmostly teenage children, the advantag=s

iR - of arming themselves and discussed nand grenadss, walkie-

9 talkies, and explained genserally what was stated the previous

o) night by Frnest Thoemas.

a2 liicks want inte great detail concesrning how young

33 Negroes could defend themselves by convarging cn police officers

34 if the police ware trying to arrest Negrass and csus2 difficulty

15 at the time of the arrest and prevent the Negro from being

i6 arrested.

47

k!

49

50

RS This document contains neither recommsndsations nor conclusions

52 of the FBI. It is the property of the ¥BI and is loaned 1o youw

53 agezncy; it and its contents are noi 1¢ bs distributed outside

3@G§h' your agency. -

#

36

57 3

52

39

ZO -_ o

oL - — !

. "

SRR S

:’* Loha .“-ﬁ::ﬁ :“ “




R T 1010-106
- :;: ._‘,,-: ::c._':::a 27 V o [ Tolgen %
: UNITED STATES  ERNMENT - (U el - /
ch ¥

> Memorandum 1 - Belmont B
; e -

1 -~ McGowan Contod
1 - Sullivan

W. C. Sullivaﬁg DATE:  2-26-65 '(
V.

M Aretter
LPROM - : 1 - Baumgardner oo hoom
13 r. J. Baumgardneyaj,uﬁu_ 1 - ?raiior © _ii1£i95L=,__
14 : AT 1 -~ Gray W’ﬁaﬁigﬁi’, p
“SupgEcT DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE 1 - Martin !¢ SO %‘ '
-6 INFORMATION CONCERNING 1 -
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<G This is an informative memorandum to report information ' #
f1 obtained from and two sources in |

22 that city concerning steps presently under way to organizec the

g} Deacons for Defense and Justice (DDJ). At a meeting held at

Bogalusa 2-21-65 which was for the purpose of discussing the 1n1tiatio

?5°  of the PDJ, several local Negro leaders were present includizzy%@me
members of the Congress Of Racial Equality (CORE). One Erne homas

27 did most of the talking and explained the collection of initiation
égﬁgagees and dues, which monies would be used to purchase radio equipment,
- 2T alkie—talkies, literature and ammunition. Thomas discussed the |
°0 types of weapons which Negroes should purchase and said the group L
3% had contacts in Chicago agg,jouston for automatic weapons. The _k

i peneral tenor of Thonas?’mas that Negroes should arm themsclves,
Enqt only for defensive reasons, but that they should have roving patro
| so that if a Negro was being arrested by a police officer, other
Negrocs could come to the aid of the arrested person., Thomag-said
:”_ " that if the Ku Klux Klan and white people venerally wanted yﬁglence, !
' thcy ”1ntcnded to combat violence with violence.

..

Rt

*9 ‘”’ E advised tha{ upom gl
1nform6t10n available the Rogalusa City Administration felt %hat the
DDJ would not be too successful from the standpoint of membership

43. and dues, but were concerned about the difficulties dlccu881ons ot

;: the type referred to above wauld have among the local Necrg population
J

15 On 2-22-65 Robert Hitks, a Bogalusa Negro leader active in

1? CO?E spoke before the Bogalusa Voters! League, He discussed Thomas'

rnmalkq of the previous evening before the DDJ and pointed out to
those in attendance, most of whom were tecnagers, the advantages.
h 1oL arming themselves. Hicks went into detail concerning how young
- Negroes could defend themselves by converging on police officers at
' dthe time the arrest of a Negro is belng que gl e ‘
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"Memorandum to Mr, Sullivan
Re: DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE

\-0 J1 - N W e e

ggg :157-2466
-
A scTrION:
L2
L3 We have instructed the New Orleans Office to immediately
14 initiate an intensive investigation of the DDJ because of the
;5‘ potential for violence indicated. New Orleans has been instructed
;f to be alert for indications of subversive and/or outside influence;
N to be alert to any spread of the organization even though it now
*8 appears to be confined locally; and to set out leads for other

Qﬁgnmpffices promptly. They have been instructed to develop necessary

B
+lat +he ntoeta
<0 sources and run out the allegation that the group has contacts in
21
21

- Chicago and Houston for weapons. Dissemination has already been
22 made to Secrct Service and the military intelligence at New Orleans;

33 we are dissecminating to the Department, Secret Service and the
24 intelligence community in Washington, D. C,
25
26
27
oS, V4
5 0 -‘ L ,'.V’-} v
;

a

PO

i/

. o ‘--.Y H......(I_‘
%, -
_p" a.—-‘;.#- o\"" ﬁ'
R -~

e o a0
[P, - ;.._--..-—‘ r"




2/26/65

)

1 - Mr. McGowan |
1 - Mr. Baumgardrner
1 -~ Mr, Trainor 1
1 - Mr. Gray
1 - Mr. Martin
1 - Mr., Phillips
' SAC, New Orleans (157-3250) |
s Director, FBI (157-2466)
SR ALT TN ITA 5
;g INFORMATION CONCERNING HETETTIS U CL.", SWIED :
(Internal Security) Ve
24 . y LmlE;lmjd o BY =p/ GQQ/Lk
35&
26 Reurtel 2/23/65 which reported information obta1ned

27 , from

con ng steps presently underway to organize the
9§5ﬁ§-neacons or Defense and Justice (DDJ). A meeting was held
20 2/21/65 at Bogalusa with several Negro leaders present, including

LRI some members of the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE). Purpose

22 of neeting was to discuss an organization being initiated in bl

S louisisra known as the Deacons for Defense and Justice., One _51
24 Ernest Thones did nmost of the talking and explained the collection

f of initiation fees and dues, which moneys would be used to purchase

6 radic cquipment, walkie-talkies, literaturo und ammunition,

}4%0e Thones ciscussed the types of weapons which Negroes should

fg"‘ purchaue and urged that they pessess plenty ox "Nhunzuion. He said

*3 his group had contacts in Chicago and Houston for automatic

f?““ weapons,

i The general tenor of Thomas' talk was that Negroes should

<3 arm themselves, not only for defersive reasons, but that they

14 ' ghould have roving patrols so that if a Negro was beng arrested

i by 2 police officer, other Negroes could come to the aid of the

i6 arrested person, Thomas said that if the Ku Klux Klan and white

7o people generally wanted violenco they "intended to combat violence

+8 with violence." 5

49 _ | ' yf,

W0 U - v {ed that bised upon

1 information evailable, the Bogalusa City Administration felt that

32._ _the DDJ would not be too successful from the standpoint of member-

33— ship and dues, but were concernad about the difficulties

5 e
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i AIRTEL to SAC, New Orleans ;
- . RE: DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE |
‘;‘ﬁ: 157-2466

wmumu1¢“

5 . [
‘2 discussions of the type referred to above would have among the
;i" local Negro population.

L5 - : On 2/22/65 Robert Hicks, a Bogalusa Negro leader act:lve
fﬁ in CORE, spoke before the Bogalusa Voters'! league., He discussed

. Thomas! remarks of the provious evening before the DDJ and pointed

€ . out to the people in attendance, who were mostly teenage children,

wi; the advantages of arming themselves., Hicks went into detail concern-
" ing how young Negroes could defend themselves by converging on .

police officers at the time the arrest of a Negro is being made. |

Bufiles reflecet the only information available concerning

.the DDJ is that coatzined in your radiogram 1/6/65 and follow-up
airtel and letterhead memorandum (IHM) 1/6/65 which reported on
information abtained fron NENNEENEGEGEGEGEE -:nd
27 . P concerning the initiation of this new organization. Percy Lee

Bradford, identified as President of the DDJ in your 1/6/65 .
’?”*‘m communications, is probably identical to the individuzl by the same
name who is a victim in recent; investigations by your office under

the charactii "iiilic Accommodationsl Civil Riihts Act of -1964", th
| ot

There is no indicztion in communications submitted to
date by your office that any investigotion of captioned greoup is
, being initiated and it appears that the only sources from whon
‘74 information has been rececivaed to date is
& N > ¢ thc two individuals mentioned in the 1/6/65

DI PV I P WS LYY IR |
e

.O‘\Ln.ntuf_\)w

+3 ( IAM. Eccause of the potential for violence indicated, you are

<0 { instructed to immediately initiate an investigation of the DDJ,

il Be alert for any indications of subversive and/or outside influence.
32 r Although it appears that the DDJ is confined locally, be alert lo
3 ;\ any sprecad of the organmzation and set out leads for investigation
N "\ by other.offices promptly,. " Develop information-concerning the

15 \;L pllegation of Thomas that his group has contacts in Chicago and

6 ' ' Houston for automatic weapons. Intensify efforts to develop

17 gources relative to the DDJ and be alert to the possibility of

18 discouraging 4llegal arming and illegal acts by the group through
49 . intervicws.

Expedite subnission of LM containing information in
retel, It is noted that Secret Service, New Orleans, and Intclli-
. gence Corps Group, New Orleans, are beinpg advised. Insure prompt
local dissemination of all pertinent information as developed,




+'AYRTEL to SAC, New Orleans
.. RE: DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE
- 157-2466

The Bureau nust be kept promptly advised of all

doevelopments relative to the DDJ and information suitable for
dissemination should be promptly submitted by IHM,

It is noted that retel contained no reference to any
prior communications whereas the information obviously tied in
with your 1/6/65 communications. Failure to include appropriate

_. . reference, as required, results in an administrative burden at
'%ﬂpiﬁ'the Seat of Government. Remind responsible personnel concerning

f?dﬁmi‘this natter. .
o |
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1 TO: © DIRLCTOR, FBI |
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' T
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UNI .D STATES DUPARTMENT OIF  JSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
New Orleans, Louisiana
February 5, 1965

DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE
JONESBORO, LOUISIANA
PERCY LEE}BRADFORD

23
24 On February 24, 1965,
25
2 - . . :
73 informed as follows concerning the captioned organization:
28,
>§€;ﬂi He stated that on the night of February 21, 1965,
Zoﬂ“" he had attended a meeting in the early ewning of the 21
11 members of the Executive Committee of the upogalusa Voters
}2.- League,
1 -
' 4 He stated he subsequently found out '
;5 that on the night of February 21, 1965. there had been a !
26 meeting attended by six members of Congress of Racial Equality
- {(CORE), thrce of whom he knew were é
g nd He =tstled there were three
ig - /S colored members of CORE also an attendance. bul he did not
a0 know specifically who they were. :'\_-ﬁ
sl He stated that he had no kocwledge of the actual
23 nature of the discussion of this partlcular group which met
44 with some other Bogalusa Negro citizens; however, he learned
‘5 of the results of this on the night of February 22, 1965, at
16 which time they had a general meceting of the Bogalusa Voters
17 Leagge. .
4 e
;9 He stated on that occasion Robert”Hicks, 924 East
: Ninth Street, Bogalusa, Louisiana, took- the floor and told

. the meeting Wthh was attended by about fifty percent adults
1

=2 and fifty percent teenagers, of the plans of the Dcacons for

23 Dcfense and Justice.

. ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED
e HEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED -
S DATE rizie 20 BY 222 52e /4
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‘4" DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE E
£ "JONESBORO, LOUISIANA )
0y PERCY LEE BRADFORD

23

%; In overhearing Hicks' discussion of this matter

A which Hicks had obviously learned from the CORE people at
"o the Sunday evening meeting, the Deacons for Defense of

£8 Justice intended tou organize a group to promote civil rights
1q— , and its purposes were much the same as those of CORE, except
jon,g: that this group intended to purchase citizens band, radio

21 walkie-~talkies and other equipment for the purpose of com-

22 municating with one another in case of violence against Negroes
23 in the Bogalusa community. .

5

Eg, He stated that they talked, apparently at this meet-
26 ing, about arming the Negro population in order that if any

27 difficulty should arise with the police or with the Ku Klux

38 - Klan, or any other group, that the Negroes would be in a
2;@;&5 position to defend themselves and defend their fellow citizens
EOW“: who may be in some sort of difficulty.

kD

2.

PN

34

5

LY

18~

ig

10

3

i3

14 e e

‘5 s

ig He stated that plans to enyoll Rogalusa citizens
) in the DPecacons for Defense of Justice at $10.00 per person
;9 plus dues, probably would not receive a warm welcome at

50 Bogalusa, although he personally realized that a certain
:1 scgment of the population in the Negro community would be
52 affected by this sort of talk and that

:’3 .
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;ﬂﬂgﬁ DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE a
2 JONESBORO, LOUISIANA :
12 PERCY LEE BRADFORD

13

14

‘g Y - not in a position where he could

16 appeal to these people on an intelligent level as this matter

L7 would be entirely emotional with them.

LB

1 g He stated that he hopes that he could do something

20 7 vto prevent development of this sort of activity in the Bogalusa

21 community.

22

23

24 advised on February 25, 1965, that on the night of

75-. . Feoruary 21, 1965 -a meeting was held at Bogalusa Louisiana,

26 among several of hp local Negro citizens and gix members of

27 CORE who he idepfified as

ggﬁh_ ] and another Negro whose

3n . name he does not recall,

3 o
i%}_ The nature of this meeting was to explain to the c
b Bogalusa Negro community or 1ts represcntatives. of the need

14 for an organization to aid the Negro in protecting himself

35 from clements in his community, Hle stated that this organiza-

16 tion was to be known as the Dencons for the Deicense of Justice
33@ﬂh,nnd that the ducs were to be $10.00 initiation fee and $2.00

38~ - per month per person. lle stated tnat of this money a.ceriain

19 pcercentage would be contributed to the statewide hecadquarters

10 witich was 1o have been established at Joneshoro. Louisiana. ’
P He stated that once of the CORE workers.

2 and Ernest Thonias. discussed the considerable

23 Tength that the monies were to be used from the ducs and

14 initiation fees to pay radio ecquipment, including walkie-

i5 talkies, citizens band equipnent, as well as ammunition and

1 other various pieces of equipment. He stated that there was

47 some disgscussion about the Negroes arming themselves and

18 there was discussion about machine guns and purcbase of machine

19 3 s well as ammunition.
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DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUST1CE
JONESBORO, LOUISIANA
PERCY LEE BRADFORD

. iic stated that

he was not too sure at this time, however, as to whether this
organization was a good thing in view of the discussion about
weapons and ammunition and in essence, a new militant position.
He stated that the members from CORE who had met with them

had discussed the fact that they had a charter for this
organization but that (il had not yer seen the charter
and he did not expect to take any further action as to actually
soliciting membership until such time as he could see the
charter, study it, and discuss 1t at some length with an at-
torney.

o Ta b al-Thahtd

icated that here had been temporary
pcrsons elected by this group, but did not identify these
temporary officers. He did, however, point out that there
was to be an additional meeting of those people who were
interested in the Deacons for Defense of Justice on Sunday
night, February 23. 1965, but that he did not know at this
time whether there would be any CORE represcentatives or
whethier the members from Joncesboro who had inaugurated this
program would be and to further spell out the aims and
nurposcs of the Deacons for Defense of Justice.

”

On February 26. 1965,
advised that o February 21, 1965, he,
appecared at two meetings 1n

stated that this organization was
oripinated 1n the Jonesboro, Loulsiana. arca during the Summer
of 1964, He stated that he believes the purpose of this

waorh it

organization is {0 assist Negrocs in securing their rights
1o protect their homes and theiy families. (P stated
that this organization assists and advir.; Uenroes as to tine
procuremcut of arms as well as instructs (iem how to obtaln
legal counsel in the event of court appearances.




JONESBORO, LOUISIANA

jﬂﬁg DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE
;1 PERCY LEE BRADFORD

13

1; _ . S s :tcd that Robert Hicks, a local Negro leader

N in Bogalusa, Louisiana, is the representative of this organiza-

" tion in the Bogalusa arca. P stated that on Monday,

‘g February 22, 1965, Robert Hicks addressed a meeting of the ;
Ygiu=-., local Negroes in Bogalusa at which time he stated that the BT
éaﬂhﬁk above captioned organization was being organized in the L7 0
21 Bogalusa area,

1

5; noted that I

24 does

35 "not approve the above captioned organization in that he

26.7 feels that it is wrong for Negroes as part of an organization

27 to secure arms, but feels that it is Jjustifiable for individual

38 Negro citizens to want to secure arms to defend their homes
29%gp%, and families.
ERVI

0 S - unable to furnish any information as to
- T voamant af arme vwao handled by the Noarong 1 or
-}27 ) [Ow  LHE PpLUCtudlCHIUILL Wi dllio Wwad aladlldivid Uy Lilly A atLiidg 4wk
. Defense and Justice. -stated that he believes that this
,i organtzation will be formed in the Bogalusa arca in the near
4 .

35 future.

36

;

;}5!f Tuis Jdocument gontainsg neither recemmendations nor
L conclusions of the FBI. It 1s the property of the FBI and

is loaned to your agency; 1t and 1ts contents are not to
be distributed oulside your agency.
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FROM: SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-3290) (P)
SUBJECT:" DEACONS FOR DEFENSE_AND JUSTICE.

JONESBORO, LOUISIANA..-. g k ~
PERCY LEE BRADFORD Nl esa
R U

o
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Enclosed for the Bureau are elght coples of a
letterhead memorandum concerning captioned matter,

Enciosed for Chicago and Houston 1s one copy
of above.

T .

Coples furnished ICG and Secret Service, New ]
Orleans.
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UNi.eD STATES DEPARTMENT OF 4USTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVLESTIGATION
New Orleans, Loulsiana
March 4, 1955
SR

-

DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE
JONESBORO, LOUISIANA

UT"‘D"’J‘ T"[‘:‘u DDATMNENADT
TR ARl LIIANRRLIL NS

i e 2000 IV ~NR WO I )

0

1 that on the night of February 28, 1965, a volunteer

2 mesting of tha Desoong For Dafanse and Justice met at

3 the Bogralors Colored Union Hall, located on Third Avenue.

4. e staved thsof vthes groun which wmet was entirely local

5 mud i obviously g group wnich was following up the

6 meeling of hhi previous week, which mezeting had been

7 atiendsd by Congress of Racial Eguality (CORE) members,
and individuais from Jonssboro, Louisiana.

b
1

1

1

&
1

1
1
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
o
S
?
2

0 S - .: that this meabing was

i cbviously not ativendzd by a sufficient number of Bogalusa
12 Moo comonlation o indicg nush interest on the part

=) S P ARSI S B SR SRt Deﬁ, ong for Delfense zand Justice.
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UNITED STATES cLANMENT . Moht
(ST Y- T T [ —
o COngtl e
jMQnunan@unz i
s L o
> :MR. BELMONT pate: March 15, 1965 Hosen -
G Trower
J. H GALE i foten
1 Gandy _—
14 .
-$uBjEcT DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE
1= J ONESBORO "LOUISIANA
L€
1 Q J—e .
20 T Mr. Harold Reis of the Department telephonically advised I/C"
21 that Governor LeRoy Collins, Director of the Community Relations Y
5% Service, was in to see the Attorney General this morning at which u’h
24 time Collins expressed a great deal of concern with reference to an
5g..  organization known as the Deacons for Defense and Justice which is
26 located in Jonesboro, Louisiana. He advised that the organization
27 is led by an extremely militant Negro whose name he didn't know

’gm! and is the Negro counterpart of the Minute Men. He was desirous
=*> of being {urnished any background information we have on this organiza -

n tion and of any investigation we are conducting concerning the same.

:

g = A check with the Domestic Intelligence Division concerning this

14 organization reveals our New Orleans Office has previously advised

5 concerning the Deacons for Defense and Justice. Information was

:6 furnished to the Civil Rights Division and the Internal Security Division P
L of the Department by memoranda dated February 24, 1965, and /
,’8' 7 March 4, 1965. The Deacons for Defense and Justice is a recently

‘g formed Negro organization in the State of Louisiana, including members

11 of CORE and individuals from Jonesboro, Louisiana. A{A meeting

1 February 21, 1965, at Bogalusa, Louisiana, one Ernest'Thomas who

23 did most of the talking stated that the collection of initiation fees and

i4 dues are to be used to purchase radio equipment, walkie-talkies,

i5 literature and ammunition. Thomas pointed out Negroes should arm

6 themselves, not only for defensive reasons, but that the Negroes

f7 should have roving patrols so that if a Negro was being arrested by a

19 _ s
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont
RE: DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE

police officer other Negroes could come to the aid of the arrested
person.

Immediate investigation was initiated by the field because
of the indicated potential for violence. Investigation is to include
the identification of Ernest Thomas and the activity of the organiza-
tion. '

Information has been furnished to Secret Service as well as
military intelligence concerning this group. Investigation is being
closely followed.

ACTION:

Since information concerning the Deacons for Defense and
Justice has already been furnished to the Department, Mr. Reis'
atlention witl be called to the previous memoranda furnished to the
Civil Rights Division and the Internal Security Division.
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AIRTEL AIRMAIL AR
{Priority or Method of Mailing) I
______________________________________________ L.
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-TO: DIRECTOR, FBI |
!
FROM: SAC, NEW ORLEANS *}
SUBJECT: ORIGINAL KNIGHTS OF THE i
KU KLUX KILAN .
RM .
NO FILE: 105-1057 g
i
;.
"TESTING OF LOCAL FACILITIES, |
BOGALUSA, LOUISIANA; i
PUBLIC ACCOMODATIONS, |
PUBLIC FACILITES, ' |
CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1964 o :
RM :
NO FILE: 173-201 |
BUFILE: 173-987
AT " DEACONS FPOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE
B . reaTinrt oo T STONESBORG, LOUISIANA;
531 i-—lr-:mﬂ..;i-\a@.% (,u;iiAul”ﬂ RCY LEE BRADFORD
%FEREHJISLﬁGCLh?SHﬁ;D RM '
AT . Vo500 car M0 FILE: 157-3290
§éDAiE 765 DY ol 1oh o
f‘,"}"_ Reference New Orleans telets;pe to Bureau
* and New Orleans airtel to Bureau 2/25/65 entitied
s 'DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE; JONESBORO, LOUIS-
13 © IANA; PERCY LEE BRADFORD, RM,"
! é} ~ Bureau ' !
SR -~ New Orleans (2: 157-3290) ;
L 2: 173-201) '
i S 2: 105—1057§ _
2o 1l: 157-1319 P A
%3 G FAS:sjt o . S T !é?é;. -
ﬁ; (16) \Il LhnieVle LU, 'IKO'}" f;f'_“.;g;;';‘.ag';;'_gf_.

i .\ ) ; FAV AP I T
. 1
| '\}\ﬁ) ' o i i

| 56% }:D 2 ft HL%%_EMI Agent in Charge

WL e d




7 NO 105-1057:sJt

_stated that they also discussed

better organized units of all units in Loulsiana.

He stated that they discussed -together in some
detail the advantages and disadvantages of making a
request through the Loulslana Congressional Delegates,
including Congressman HALE BOGGS, Senator ALLAN J,:ELLENDER
Senator RUSSELL LONG, Congressman JAMES H. MORRISON,

-and others to apply pressure to some governmental investi-

gatlive body with subpoena powers Lo investigate this
organization in Loulsiana. stated the
main feeling of the Governor was that 1f a governmental

e agency with subpoena power could ingulre into the struc~
“ture of the OKKKK and into its purposes and aims with

respect to its violence potential, that this may cause
the organization to dissolive as a result of 1ts exposure

"... to the public.

R - ohocsized that this matter is
only in the talking stages at this time, but that he
hoped that possibly some declsion could be arrived at
in the next couple of weeks as to the merits of making
such . a request. He stated that it was zagreed that no
action would be taken by the Governor until such time
ag the Governor again communicated with hlm and Informed
him of his plans

b7

b7

&

o
o




N0 105-1057:sJt

stated that he 1s well aware of the
23 FB1i's responsibllity wlth respect to organilzations as
24 - The Deacons for Defense and Justlice, and the OKKKK. He
2572..- stated that he was most willing to co-operate at all
26 times with the FBI, as he felt that the FBI had been of

2’ . much assistance to [ NENENEGEGGEEEEP: rc2Cy 1n
keeping the Jeccal authorities advised of potential
’§%5F§~demonstrations etc, He stated that he would immedlately

- advise the FBI of any informatiocn whilch he received from
31 the Governcr which would indicate the Governor's plans.

32 ‘This matter 1s belng followed on a continuing

24 basis at Bogalusa and if any plans are finalized, the

© 25 Bureau will be iInformed by letterhead memorandum sultable
26 for dlssemination.
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ncons for Defense and Justice 1s a Negro group in &
legedly foraed to provide assistance to Negroes bein

sresied,  Groun alleged to be arming Captioned situction
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~3unjicr “DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE .y
:7) JONESBORO, LOUISIANA N
L€ SIS
|5 Femsiitr e As indicated in my previous memorandum foday, Mr. Rels
207 & requested information concerning the above-captioned organlzatlon“;‘,’
21 " .: in view of a conversation which Governor LeRoy Collins, Directon
< '-: " of the Community Relations Service, had with the Attorney Generfl

- thiS“morning. Mr. Reis was referred to our memoranda dated ;,
Fehrua.ry 24 and March 4, 1965, advising the Department concerning /) i
this extr emely militant Neglo orgamza.tlon

ELY e
Mr. Reis was appreciative of this information and advised bu‘f}
‘that he had now received additional information that Governor Collins i
or his aide, [ NN 20 received a tip that the Deacons for b72.
Defense and Justice, Jonesboro, Louisiana, would do something ''drastic*
in the next two or thl ee days, He was unable to furnish any specifics

e but requested that Governor Collins be contacted to see what specifics
L3 he had concerning this matter. {_
36 //
W ACTION
e - T
*3 That Governor Collins be contacted to determine the specifics
;? of the alleged information in his possession that the Deacons for
s Defense and Justice would do something drastic in the next two or
2y three days and that the New Orleans Office be immediately alerted
34 to this information for their assistance in closely following this
15 organization ~- if approved, to be handled by the Domestic Intelligence
16 D1v1510n . \ L /
?J D / : gx\:h Y f,, A8 .“JL(
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|
32 RE NEW ORLEANS TEL MARCH ESI1XTEEN INSTANT, CAPTIONED JACKSON
23 |
24 ) HIGH SCHOOL (NEGRO), JONESBORO, IOUISIANA, NEW ORLEARS EXPEDITE;
LTI i
26 INVESTIGATION OF CAPTIONED ALLEGED ORGANIZATION TOQO DETERMINE ITSi
5 NV |
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Ty i il
14 "ADVISED OF PERTINENT DEVELOPMENTS. /ﬁ;f
35 o
16 FEF :JiW (3) ‘-
égﬁ._ NOTE:~" Dezcons for Defense and Justice is a Negro group formed ir
) LouIsiana with one=Ernest Thomas apparently its spokesman., Thomas
30 has told Negroes they should arm themselves and form roving patrols
11 which will assist Negroes when the Negroes are being arrested,

1 Initiation fees and dues of the group are to be used to purchase

3 ammunition, radio frERX A NEXENERX B X kRAXEREANXNER equipment and

14 literature, The New Orleans Office is conducting a current

15 investigation of this group to determine its activities and

3 leadership, . . N
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D?ACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, RACIAL MATTERS (ORGNIZATION). o

25n
26"
27 RE NEW ORLEANS TEL MARCH SIXTEEN INSTANT, CAPTIONED JACKSON

)$§Eg§‘SCHOOL (NEGRO), JONESBORO, LOUISIANA. NEW ORLEANS EXPEDITE
;‘INVTSTI“ATION OF CAPTIONED ALLEGED ORGANIZATION TO DETERKINE ITS
3-Ex15Th\ua, LEADERSHIP, ORGANIZATION AND ACTIVITIES. INVESTIGATION
’ISSqOULD BE EROUGHT TO POINT WHERE FULL AND CONPLETE INTERVIEWS CAN 70
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I 1 - LII'. éa1~&“' Tele.lﬂocm

) Mr., Fe d. Baumgardner \) 1 - Mr. Rosen ah?j___%f
14 ) 1 - Mr, Sullivan N}l
\Swecr: ' DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE 1 _ Mr. Bland /4 !ﬂ\ )

L6 JONESBORO, LOUISIANA 1 Mr. Cremgr

: RACIAL MATTERS (ORGANIZATION) 1 < ree A

18

éﬁigka? - o " ?ﬂ 7ﬂ A}' 1.

=~ 4+ alxrion xrmr P Ol na
gy J.D!‘.J JYw Vi Ll A

+3

b LU -l.
2l and its current activities. The Deacons for Defense and Justice is a
22 Negro group allegedly being formed in the State of Louisiana. Itst
)3 headquartérs are believed to be in Jonesboro, Louisiana, Its President
:f is rep edly Percy Lee‘Bradford and its Vice President is reportedly
‘D'Earnest'Thomas. { Thomas' has told Negroes that they shoudd arm and ormﬂ,/
4 roving - patrols which will assist any Negroes who may be arresteq;;
_7 Initiation fees and dues of this alleged group are to be used to purchase
;gyggﬁunition, radio equipment and literature. The New Orleans Office is
- vgndugilnr‘r a currcnt investigation of this alleged group to dPtPI“[hlne if
io it is in existcnce, the identities of its 1eadersh1p and its specific
11 activities., Currently, the Deacons for Defense and Justice appear to be
"'intelestod in a demonstration which has been occurring at the JacLson
;' High School (Negro), Jonesboro, Louisiana. Students there have/ been
j"denonﬁtiating in protest of the rumored dismissal of the Athletic Coach
S F. Kirkpatrick for his rccent activity inbekalf of civil rigﬁt_,/
’6 School authorities have not made known whether the coach is to be dis-~
J ssed or the basis for such a dismissal,

) ~
3

:9 Leroy Collins, Director, Community-Relations Service, Departmen
:D of Commerce, has expressed an interest in captioned organization.

jl Pertinent information has been furnished to the Community Relations
jg.Service, Civil Rights Division and Internal Security Division of the

A piad” LIUBLIL, as WC'LJ. as lll.I.J..Lde.y .Lilbb‘l..l.l.b(;‘ubﬁ %Uu\-l.ﬂb d.uu d.-p_pluy.l-.l.d.bc

;; state and local authorities in the State of Louisiana.

i6
17
38
19

New Orleans is following this matter closely and has been .b7
instructed to expedite its investigation of the captioned organization, |
We have been pressing for early interviews of for T
*? the deterrent value such interviews might have., New Orleans has advised
50 that since are taking an active part in negotiations
;1 through the Communhity Relations Service with school authorities in an
52 effort"to resolve this dispute, they will not be interviewed until after
“3. meeting 3/22/65 '6f*the school board and the leaders of factions
ggﬁinvolved This seems reasonable because otherwise we might be injecting

ourselves into the middle of this school dispute., We are continuing to

3 ‘press vigorously our 1nvestigation of captioned organization.
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L6 TO:  DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466) HEE' N1S URCL Vo TS
L7l - DATE Z=il- B

‘4 FROM: >&;.’ NEW ORLEANS (157-3290) (P) |

SUBJECT y~ "GHANGED" o
~ DEACONS OF DEFENSE ANL JUSTICE, INC. :‘f d
JONESSORO, LOUISIANA £ /{/
“Reg— o .

The tille is marked changed to show the correct
corporate name of this organization, which was prﬁﬁgusly
referred to before it was incorporated by the name~Deacons |
for Defense_and Justice.

o

0

1

2 : Enclosed to the Burceau are 10 copies of a

LI letteriead memorandum in this matter; the extra copies
4" are submitted for the Bureau file in the matter captioned
g5 JACKSON HIGH SCHOOL (NEGRO), JOKESBORO, LOUISIANA, IM.

6

. LEADS

PR = . i
19 . HEVW ORLEANS DIVISION i
ol . .
I AT JONESBORO, LOUISIANA rﬂﬂ

42 oy
23 Will conduct interviews with [l NRNGEGGND } -
PO -of Deacons of Defense and Justice, Joneshoro, {
45 Louisiana, as set forth below to determine in detail the .
16 objectives of the organization and how these objectives

17 are to be ;attained, with particular emphasis on possible

18 use of figearms, potential for violence, any Subwversive
and/or ou 51de 1 fluence whether patrols and uards .
39 P ~ ’ p-f € vl c// m/’f ;
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have been utilized and under what conditions; develop any - -

information, particularly from concerningr
the allegation hat fus group has contacts in Y
Chicago and Houston for automatic weapons; as instructed _Jﬁﬁjq;

Ly Bureau by airtel dated 2/26/65 inten51fy efforts to
develop sources =slative to-DDJ and be alert to discouraging::
- illegal arming and illegal en~tg by the group through"‘

. interviews., To be interviewed: - ,

. ADMIKISTRATIVE: *
Additiord information on this organization and e
its activity at Bogalusa, Louisiana, was furnished in - o
memoranda dated February 24, 1965 captioned "Deacons for .. . .

Defense and Justice"! and February 26, 1965 and March 4,
1965 captioned "beacons for Defense and Justice, Jonesboro,“
Louisiana, Percy Lee Bradford. -

4,00 N & w0 O
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UNas ED STATES DEPARTMENT O L,0STICE T

FEDERAL BURLEAU OF INVESTIGATION

NI D Y gl

-

New Orleans, LOQiSﬂiﬁﬁ”{FORlan!ﬂ’!C??FTAH £D

: hia-rch 25 1965 |l‘t r R "I
2 » L9GSHEREIN 1S UriCLA SIFIED
14 E7-/L &unBY 2L,
g DEACOKS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC &
‘e JONESBORO, LOUISIANA :
i8
From July 1964 to October 9, 1964 the town of

1g 2
““*'fonesboro, Louisiana, had 5 Negro special police officers,

207°%

21 during racial demonstrations and testing of Public

22 Accommodations and Public Facilities under the Civil Rights

23 Act of 1964, Three of the officers were

24

25;

26" of whom had other employment and served

>7 # on a part-time basis without pay. These Negro special -_

28 - police positions were discontinued by the town of Jones-
3§?§ﬁ$0ro on October 9, 1964, P
ERVI ot
11 advised on January 5, 19265 A
12 the Negroes organized a Negro Patrol of the Negro section

13 of town to guard against such incidents as a Ku Klux Klan

»  motor parade through the Negro section which occurred July

16, 1964 also to remove the fear among Negreoes of incidents

16 that might occur from Klansmen going into the Negro Section

72&’5-101 pussible acts of reprisal in the Negro section or persons
W exovcising theilr rights, particularly rights granted under

the Civil Rights Act of 1964,

10
il stated that he felt that the Negro section
v was in need of police protection, which he said could not

j%- be had from the regular law enforcement officers of the

13 area, particularly after the special Negro police were

4 ¢+ discontinued. S stated that the name the group adopted

16 was Deacons for Defense and Justice (later incorporated

17 under the name Deacons of Defense and Justice, Inc., (DDJ).
. Sl :tited that the leader of the group was Percy Lee

;9 Bradford. said that DDJ patrols were not ordinarily

zg ¢+ armed but that they were to have available to them firearms
a1 4 if needed for self-defense.

advised on January 5,

%gg?j 1965 that DDJ was a non-violent organization within
:6”"*Jackson Parish formed to promote justice for the Negro.
;q ' stated that the DDJ followed the same principals

as lzid down by the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE),

21w
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NO 157-3290

except its members would, if attacked, defend themselves
by use of force. He said the DDJ had two citizens band
radios and two walkie talkies to be used to communicate

} with one another in case violence against a Negro should
L€ ~ be initiated in Jackson Parish. Pstated
gy that there were between 250 and 300 members of DDJ within
2077%" the parish; he said that they did not carry arms, although

—_— e

2l " » possession of shotguns and rifles for hunting is common-

22 place in the area. He said that the following were

23 leaders at that time of DDJ, which was not chartered, or
24 . .incorporated, at that time:

25 R APPEQE.

Vice President: Henr ollins Amos

26 \\\\‘\\E\‘ Presidenf: Percy Lee—Bradford

T—Secretary:

’9 5;*“ Finance Secretary

40 . Group L

11 —

12
ii On January 5, 1965 -
- i
15 . advised that

o6 they were aware of the existence of such a group as DDJ

}?gkb and were aware of patrols of such a group.

g oA

19

il that an organization kncwn as Deacons for Defense of
2 Justice, with Percy Lee Bradford, Negro male, age about

-3 44, as president, has been organized at Jonesboro,
4 Louisiana. He stated that this organization was organized

is to promote Negroes' c¢ivil rights and that its purposes

i6 were much the same as those c¢f CORE. He stated that

7 whercas CORE is completely non-violent in its methods

18 of dealing with civil rights matters, DDJ would be more
43 | militant and inclined to use violence in dealing with

5@ . any violent opposition encountered. He stated that

ED! the DDJ has night patrols in the Negro scctions of

2 Jonesboro and he feels that these night patrols are

3 armed.

ST Following is a clipping from the New York Times,
36 Sunday, February 21, 1965 under dateline February 19,
57 1965 at Jaesboro, Louisiana:
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NO 157-3290 -

advised on Mach 20,
1965 that had been aware of the
existence of such an organization as DDJ for about three
or tour months and had seen Negro men apparently on patrol,
yg et g OF OR guard in areas of testing of public accommodations
,fﬂvﬂyby Negroes under the Civil Rights Act of 18964. He stated
91 that the Negro men most often observed on the apparent

- patrols or guard details included Percy Lee Bradford,

Farnest Thoma

237

24

25

gg QStated also that an article had been
submitted from Jonesboro and published in the New York .

%§E$5§’Times on February 21, 1965 recounting real or imaginary }. '

cLTT activities of DDJ, and in the article statementis were —

;%-—' made that members of DDJ were armed and equipped with ot

1 citizens band (CEy radios. (P stated that trans-

25 miszions by Negroes on CB radios had been menitored on

j; many cccssions at Jonesboro, indicating that the Negro

25 patrols and guard details were on duty:. but no record

;6 liad been kept of such transmissions that were monitored.

@' B s .cccd that on January 30, 1965 about

}8 710 unknewn white persons were visiting in Jonesboro at .

:9 thiec CORE office during the day and that night they were

fo at the Minute Spot, a Negro cafe, along with Percy Lee '
Lo Ryradford, Earnest Thomas. and

f§, other Negroes., lle stated that activities of that day

D indicated that the Negroes had been providing l_d.LJ.Ulb

44 » and guards in conncction with the visiting white persons
i3 and that night, just before midnight, *

16 ‘ ancm drove by the Minute

17 ' observe ra . Thomas,

18 and standing in front of the cafe.

?9 was holding in bis hands a shotgun, and the officers

>0 stopped and arrested hin., YPclained that the

jl sbotgun was not his and that he was mercly holding it,; but
?2 . he pave no information on whose gun it was or whom he got
}3,|;_ it from. Recovered from bhim was a 12 gsuge shotgun loaded
jﬁq%g with a "ring" shell, and eight other “ring" shells were
ﬂ'}ﬁ‘ recovered from his pockets. A '"ring" shell was described
6 - as a3 shotgun shell with a cut ring around the shell, so

o that when the shell is discharged in the gun, not only

?g are the pellets expelled through the gun barrel;, but a

B

-
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portion of the shell casing is discharged with the load,
making a large slug-type projectile. [l stated that
L7 was in the presence of Bradford, Thomas, JJJJiF and
L when he was arrested, and that they arrived at the
! éapggail promptly to bond him out after he was charged with
J07"*displaying a dangerous weapon in a public place while

21 under the influence of intoxicants. He said that SR ~
22 . later entered a plea of guilty to the charge. J)?CL,
23 Rabp
24 , _stated that he felt reasonably sure that -7
25-.. these patrols and guard details were armed, because on

26 recent occasions some of those most active had been arrested

27 and loaded firearms had been recovered from them when arrested.

58 - _

B e S PP st2tcd that a who resides

0 - near Jonesboro City Hall, observed “leave

1l ¢+ his taxi near city hall Jduring the period of police

12 ... roadblocks on March 11, 1965 and walk toward the Negro

v gecticn; he said she oObserved return to the taxi

34+ later cesrrying 2 rifle. ﬁd that q“?as

s arrested on March 15, 1965 for carrying a concezled weapon,

56 ¢ and at that time there were recovered from him a .22 caliber

PR automztic rifle and a four-barrel .22 caliber pistol; both

18 - loaded; reccvered from him algo at the time of arrest were

13 two walkie talkie CB radios.

3 B < totcd tiot GNP .o arrested on

M March 11. 1965 fcor resisting an cfficer and carrying a

3 concealed wezpon, and at the time of arrest there was

44 recovered from him a .2Z caliber automatic rifle, locaded,

15 which [P :ad been corrying in his car during the

16 period of the demonstrations at Jackson High Scheel

17 (Negro) .in Jonesboro.

38~

19
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advised on March

17, 1965 that Percy Lee Bradford and Earnest Thomas
spolzi out against the proposal of the school board JD7(L/
that the students discontinue demonstrations and i;?Ij
return to classes as a condition of the School Board's
acceptsnce of the proposal to meet with the Negroes
at Jackson High School o: March 22, 1965. G
supported the effort to get the students to

discontinue demonstrations on March 17, 1965 as a basis
for the meeting with the School Board, but because in pwrt,

at least, of the influence of Bradford and Thomas,

" President and Vice President, respectively of DDJ the

demarstrations continued.

The corporation charter records of the office
of Jackson Parish Clerk of Court, Jonesboro, Louisiana,
under registry file number 172923, contain a charter of
Decacons of iefense and Justice, Inc.; Joneshoro,
Louvisiana, filed March 8, 1965 showing that this
oreganizatiocn, as 3 corporation, was formed March 5,
1965 by notarial act before James Sharp, Jr.; Notary,
and Attorney, ot Monrce., Louisizna. Following is a
copy of this charter as filed with the Jackson Parish
Cleric ¢f Court, Jonesboro; Louisiana:

[ SRE— ————
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; e 172023

1AH%ICLES CF INCCRPORATION UNITZD STATES CF AMERI
12 .
13 GF . STATE OF LOUISIANA

14

5 DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, ING. PARISH OF' QUACHITA

.6

LE

Vg EE IT KNOWN, That on this the 5th day of the Montn of
o o ¥

\Narch ln the Year ot Our Lord, Cne Thousand Nine Hundred and Si
22

33Five:
24 ’
25 ’ EEFORE ME, a Notary Public, in and for thls Parish and

278tate, personally came and appeared the several parties or full
28
fﬁﬁ?majoritf whose algnatures are subscribed, wno declared in the
=0

1) Presence o0l the undersigned competent wltnesses, that availing

12
;2 themselves of the provislons of Loulsiana Revlsed Statutes of 19

b

14
g S8sctions 1£:101 - 123155, tnoy do hereby orgaalze a nonprofit

EX:S
~a@rvoration as defined in Revised Statute 12:101 (8) under snd 1

18 -
g accordancy with these articles of Incorpuration,

P

ARTICLE I. "Navg!

“he name of thls . corporation 1s “Desocoas of Lelenss an

4.

T @ TN dx s ) o (O

Justice, Inc.,”

ARTICLE 1I. "PYRPOSES"

wr A - aa

-

This corporation is organized for the following purpos

5> and to carry on the following purposes: To instruct, train, toa
532

iﬂ&nd educate CGltlizens of the United States and especlally minoriz

.
groupa in the fundamental principals of the republican forﬂ of

€

;é government snd our democratic Tay ol l1ifs; to lnstruct, taach, t
59 :

‘9 and aducate seld persons 1n the provisions of the constitution &

”5 laws of the United Stats and the State of Loulsisna, as well &s -

coéstitgtion and lavs of any other State wherein tnis’corporatic
ma§ opé;ate; to instruct, teacn, train and;aducate sald persons
the usc, value and purpose of the ballot and the right to vole;
instruct, teach, train and educate sald persons as to tne aguties

responsitilities of good cltizensaip relative to tae ob;ibatﬂkn

v |j :.
.f ..'_ i ﬂ,
Q? T ’)‘



sef Loe o ocwnity to the citizen: To further instruct,

2
3

Tg & surg: ol responsibility and to develop leadersnip,
6

-8

] .
T

2 dutles . e cltizen to the communlty gr :ne obligation and duties

teacn, train

“¢h¢ edrsnte sald persons in tne value of economic security and in

_pfmtne civil r.. ts, property rights ana personal rlghts of sald

21 people and will defend sald rights by any and all honoravle and

the ef"nutive use of thelr spending power; to lnsplre in sald persons

Tals corpor-

stlom nas for Its furthner purposze, and 1s dedlicated to, the cefense

ig legal euns to the end that justice may be obtained. This corpor-
;S_Qticn 52 unstablish chapters and cornduct its buslness at any place

26 4n thl; Utate snd elsewhere as permitted by law.

;5%#2&¢ o ARTICLE II[., "DURATIUN®

;7 pericd o7 alinety-nlne {99) vears from date hersof.

ARTICLE IV, "hnowiS.mdsD Crraue"

'qs(ﬁu1h

nilg cerporation snall en oy corporastle exlstencs lor

~

'

;g i he locsation and pest office address of its rezxistered

f? ofl'ice =ngll be: Amos 3ervice 3Station, (rear}, ceact 3.ring hoaag,
j§ Jroawar B, Joneaboero, Louis;ana. :

4 '

17 SRR Al IR Sl et R bl A o

f; ARTICLE V.o "dm3l3TEaD Asning”

7 : O ! 163

:5 Tne Ifull names and post office eddrosses of its rexisterasd
Tg agZents ara.

1 o .

3§ 1, Earnest Thomas, P. 0. Box 472, Jonesbore, Loulsliana,
S 2. Rlmo Jacobs, P, O, Box 124, Jonesboro, Loulsiana.
F

o6 ARTICLE VI. "BaASIS OF CRGANIZATION"

o - '
j; This corporation snall be organized without caplital stock
*® and membersnip shall be evidencedby certificates of membersnip. Tne
3. - I e - - .. ! 1

42 membarsiip shall be constituted and composed of all of tne under-

aignec incorporators and sil personsz hersinafter who apply fer

membe:éhip and satisfactory show that they are dedicated to ioe

arcposition of protecting through any and ell legal mesns tnose

rightc <ranted by appropriate law to all Citlzens of the United

State: of Amerles snd particulariy members ol minority groups and

fa s



| . i
h . .

are acceutod as members by a majority of the members of tnis

400

DR

; eorporstion present and voting at a regular mesting.

r
1
S
I

R

> ARTICLE VII. "POARD OF DIRASCTURS"

13

14 The affalrs of this corporetlon snall be managed by &
e ,

“é;oa;u ;! Lirectors conslsting of five (5} members of thils corpor-
Tenti:r Srim o tne time of incorporation until ssld number 1s cnanged
E%Qﬁﬁﬁh cndment to the artliecle or by-laws of tnis corporation and .
)

;;Lhe follow! ng shall constitute  the first Roard of Dirsctors:

23

2 -

;g., "1. VPercy Lee Bradford P. Q. Box 95, Jonssboro, - -Loulsiana
e

32 2. Lernest Thomas P. 0. Box 492, Jonesboro, Loulslana
f§g§=; 3. Charlie White F. 0. Box 733, Jonesboro, Louisiana
;? 4. Uosetta Jackson seneral Delivery, Jonesbore, Liulslans
2. - . - ‘ ‘ . , by :

5 5. Llmo Jscobs P. G. #ox 124, Jonestoro, Loulsivna
4 '

fz “he quaiification, term of office, mannsr of election,
;f@gg,:n“-::cn, sowersa and dutleas of tne diregtors, tne time arnd
;gpl&c% ¢7C manner of calllng, glving notlce and of conduciling directory
1 5 . ‘

fpacenlin end nunmber of cdirectors which snaell constitute a quorum,

Rl

jisﬁa;J ¢ Lroecribsed by the by-Tuws,

t

i5

g ARTICLE VII. "POWER AND CAPACITY"

;g Thia corperaticn shell have tne capacity to act possessead
73-—1’ =] iy e ) —n o e PR | PO S A | S P e .y . o u. ~ o - -
A‘].J vl gd N aild BLhaldi [lave HULIIOL L by U p@ U.i.ll 1lo3¢ AC1LS

- . ‘

f;wnicn &I'c necessary and proper to accompllsh the purposes exprassed

%;#;‘implied in tnese articles or that may be incldental thoreto and

aeahall huva all the power, authority and capaclty of a nonprofit

52
9 .
'971tle 12:;101 - 12:155 wdthout limiting.sald powers, this corporation

I .

323hall Luva the power snd authority to receive, hold and adminlster

corporation as provided for by Louisisna Revised Statutes of 1950,

croperts/ 1 trust as provided by law, to sue agnd be sued In the
corperale name, to meke gnd use a corporate seal, to hold, purchase,

leese, morirege, sell and receive by donation or otherwiss, real,



Toperschol mixed property, to borrcw mor to issue, negotiate,

; el sl poedge cvidences of indebtedncss and to secure same Dy L
by £
:Epleu;e;, doods of trust or mortgage, of_both the whole or any part
Z§of tre property of this corporatlon; and to reCuive,'cbllect and
2 &y out monsy for the accomplishment of 1ve gcorporate purposes.
8 -
g ARTICLE IX, "OFFICERS"
Vg e
; }“%‘ " The Boar3i of Directors shtall elect tne following offlcers: = .

21
22 &4 Presldent, who shall ve chalrman of tne Board of Directors, a Vlice-

23
24 Presid=nt, who shall De Vice-Cneirmsn of the Board of Directors, a

25 : - ) :
26 Secret (°y und w Treasurer. Tne noard ghall regulate and collect dues

27
»g from all mumbers according fto lts by-laws made [or said purpose.

i

i) The tc.ru of Lireciors may create new offices and regulaze tne dutieei
1 ' . v
,é of the o P.cars as . may aeem s~vlsable., The [irst officers are: |
T
iy
- UAME OFFICA
12',, 1. Por;y Lee Brsedflord : Preslident
- e, larnest Thomas Vice-President
; 3. <dharlie White L SeCPeLury
: ;. ZSucetta Jacuson . ' Treasuraf

PO

ARTICLE X.

“ne bBoard of Lireciors snuall have tne power to make, amend

[P

wa

.16 by-laws to govern tnis corporatlon proviced tney are in

ot
jut
e
—
I

gccoIrdaice witn and do not conflict with taese articles,

i

t‘JM!*‘L)\J)CD-JG\\ntho—O\.‘D':JD'

[N TESTIMGNY WHEREQOF, sala Incorperators have nersunto

ﬁ%ggigned their names at Monroe, Loulsliana, in the presence of

-~ Barbars L, Sharp and Qarslding Willisms » Legal and competent.
32 ,

-9 witnesses, and me, sald Notary Public, on this the S5th day of March,
2

in the Year of Our Loré, -One Tnousand _Nine Hundred and Sixty-Five.

WITHESSES ' § / | j_-_».;
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1

H On March 24, 1965, was contacted
Do and interviewed r

:8 y furnished information
;9- tha a 15 2 memnber of Deacons of Defense and Justice; Inc.
:0 :{DDJ) Joneshoyro, which he described as a civic organization
;1 . dedicated to civic improvement in the Negro community and to
:2 protection of the civil rights of persouns in the Nggro

;3 community, stated that DDJ is entirely non-violent,

;4 but tbhat some of the members bhave firearms for self-defense
:S apg‘fo: protection against persons. possibly connecteq .
7% with the Ku Klux Klon, who might go to the Negro secticn of
g town te cngage in violence. There was observed a double-
;8 barrcl shotgun,; a single~barrel shotgun, a .30 caliber

: quq& rifle 3nd a .22 caliber rifle all standing in the corner of
*9 fthe offic

“ The .30 c¢diber rifle was cbscerved to have the name

R . . . . .
}zl) —'1.‘2;e:<,’. on it. During the conversation with [l it - !
[¢ was observed that S - 1::c into the office, and
. P ocied himoa loaded (45 <alaiber revolver in a leather

ig holsier from the desk drawer.

;_61 - S st:cco that wembers of the DDJ do not cngage

;i%!‘ i armed patiols, but that the stories of their armed

BT hatrols were given out to discoulspge klansmen and persons

{9 of that kind {row colng info the Negro section to cause

:O trouble. e stated ithat there have been o number of

21 crozsses burnsd in the NVegyo section within tbe last year

52 or two, znd fhat cone night in July, 1964, s mctcrcade of

3 about 40 cars viivh persons wearing hoods 2nd white robes

f4 drove thzeugh the Negro section of town, led by a police

;2 car of the Joncesboro Police Department.

f-’ ?took from his desk 3 copy of the charter

N cf DDJ. snd be stated that the officers and members of

fg the Board of Directors of the organization are responsible,

0 civic-minded residents of Jonesboro. He stated that the

IR crganization bas a very limited acwbershin, although it

52 had wade c¢laim of a very large membership in order to be

53 more cficctive in discovrzging persons from entering the

;§§§~ Negro section for the purposz of causing-trouble.

36 LT

iR and as }x;lQSCHt;thGS of DDJ, had a meeting
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Jonesboro, Louisiana,; on the morning of March 24, 1965, and

.S - presented to them a plan for civil improvement of the Negro

16 section of Joneshoro, including a clean-up drive and a plan

M for street signs and house numbers throughout the Negro

1§ . sectiin.

L9 C e
J g e B s::tcd that DDJ definitely does not advocate - .
21 violcrce and that the use ¢f firearms would be approved PR L
22 only for self-defense or for use to prevent klansmen or ko
23 organiz=? groups from entering the Negro section to beat up

24 2 resident of the area or to engage in acts of violence

3. against a resident of ths area. bstated that he felt

g that P cf DDJ vwould be glad to furnish information to

27 the FBI about the DDJ-

g,

2GR

H)

il

12

37
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This document contains neiithber recommendations nor conclusionsg
,. ct theFBI. It is the prererty of the FBI and is loaned
‘Qﬂ&ﬂ' to your agency; it and ite oontents are not to be distributed
' 2 ’ cutside your agency.
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DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: 4/30/65
SAC, CHICAGO (157-572) ()

" DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE,
JONESBORQ, LOUISIANA; PERCY LEE

i BRADFORD o
RACIAL MATTERS

ReNOairtel dated February 24, 1965.

During the period March 9, 1965, to April 27,
1965, a number of fircarm dealers in Chicago, Illinois,
have been contacted relative to investigation requested
in refercnced communication. Based on information fur-
nished by these dealers, determination cannot be made
with any degree of certainty as to shipments of firearms
to the Jonesboro, Bogalusa, or New Orleans area on the
basis of available descriptive data.

2

1

2. iepresentatives ol gun dealers in Chicago {rom
12 whom {irearus can be purchased either on an over-the-

14 counter retail basis or through mail order purchases are
25 the following: | s

16 \ R
R

10 -

i1 MATICH CONTAINED
3 [ r\(ﬂr‘rr'

1§ I SR A R - liJl}" D

; T

14 m71£5"f (;zfi;:ié%lﬁ
15 05‘.\

16 X1

'—:O P ‘{t /.. ; . /
B (2-Bureau ‘ - o
1 -y 7\1 ()I‘l (1r7 73230) \( ‘ ‘\%
52 3-New Orleans (157-32¢ h
%3 (1 - 173-201) j‘ﬁYI- 5 ! /
3@‘§n' 1-Chicago ~< -QS .
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2
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> g : o

g As a result of interviews conducted with the

1 above identified individuals, the following points arc

Q2. noted which, in cffect, would preclude an exacting scarch
L3 Giogun denler records in Chicage, Illinoils, for salpuentis
4 0! fircarws 1o the named Louisiana arceag:

i5

6 1) 1t is noted that no law 1n the State of

ﬁﬁh‘ I1linoils requirces dealer registratioa of weapons other
1@ Lthan hand guns and normnlly only the azme and address

19 - of the purchaser as furnished by the purchaser is recorded.
0 No effort is made to insure that the identitices and

i1 addresses furnished are, in fact, authentic.

Z ' 2) In most cuses weapons control procedures

: utilized by a given firm arc sci up according to description
15 ol weapon by serial number or by date of transaction.

;7 3 In cascs where customers’' names are maintained
. alphabetically, no index is available which would refer to
19 he particular locality in whicihh that customer resides.

4)  Purchases made by Chicago area residents for
individuals in communitics outside the Chicago area may in

most cases list only local addresses, 7

o It is noted that on March 9, 1965, GENINEERGNGEGGE -

"36". — identified above, whose firm is one of the largesi; Y
P -gun.dealers inlthe Hidwest, advised that based on informaylonr

S2 aya;}able to him, he would cstimate that there are approximatel

-9 23 firearm dealers in the Chicagzo, Tllinois, area who are known
! to deal in the sale of veapons on a mail order basis, Of this

9 - -~ —

: - _ 5 ;
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number, he said many are considered to deal in large volumes®

C o s
_g_mm&-mmr—-o ;| )

of gurns. (P >ddcd he could not speculate as to the
nunber ol small dealers who have occasion to do business out
of state. He cxtemporaneously furnished a list of eleven P
krown volume dealers which list is maintained by the Chicago J313f
Office, Incliuded therein are such firms as Sears Roebuck and
Company, Montgomery Ward, and Spiegel's, each of which has a 4
large mail order bu51ness throughout the United States in =
addition to regular retail sales throu“h their varlous retall
coutlets.

S -t tcd that to scarch records of the
many Chicago firms which are recognized as gun outlets would
very likely be a monumental task. He explained that not
aving a description of weapon, dgte of purchase, identity of
Luyelr, or area to which shipped, would make an c¢xacting search
extrerely difficult, He noted that by having any of the above
information, a search of such records would be facilitated. '+

WYy iarr.~ g

Fer the information of the New Orleans Office and
to cxemplify the problems encountered in such a record search,
1tois onoted that during a past investigaotion conducted by the
Chicuane Oifice a scarci ol vhe weapons yvecords of Klein!
sporting Gouods was ncoessiiated.  This scarch utilized the
sevvices ol sin individuwle JTor o continuvous five-hour peried,

In cornection with this ecqrch, the serial number of the weapon |
in question and that weapon's description were available prior . & 2
to initiation of this scarch, ‘ N
' i

In view ol the above, should the New Orleans Office S

request that the secarch of pun outlets be made, 1t 1is desired ta
that coftforts be made 1o develop further specific information o4
regarding sale and/or shipment of weapons to the named Louisiana~ ..

communities, Immediately upon receipt of the advice of New FRRY
Oricans, this scarch will be initiated at Chicago, Illinois,
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Date: 6/10/65 .

3 A _ . o _

: n* Tro_nsmn the following in o popm TTTTITTAR C(Ty'fﬂ;mimpin prrp—

ol BT T S UNCLASSIF

3y, _AIRTEL o USSR

13 B CI-":L-T-I-I;ISE . {Prigrity or Method of Mailing)

14 e _CTASSL B EXT. Bx;ffﬁgé/g_zﬁf '
o REASON - FCIM 11, 1-2. &.2__a
Te : DATE OF REVIEN (.- /055~ D
Ty N TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (168=dALE684)w— d//,:/\
Tee gy _ ‘

: [ FROM: SAC, DETROIT (157-768) (P) s

‘; ”\"t‘\ PEVOLUTIONARY ACTION KOVEMENT OJﬁ

SR IS ~ RAM

555 . (C0: CHICAGO) e

5,41_' ; Dl ’ ' ' e A R

22 Ro Detroit airtel with LIZf to the Bureau, dated

o 6/3/65, '

7. : ‘

:gmd Encloped for the Bureauw are fnlag coples of an LI

f_’_o;_-_j-"‘;;‘ concerning captioned mztter. One copy of the LHU

. gicg furnished C-2 and tvwo coyies of the LYMil

>y ! being furaishea U,S, Sewrct 5o .rico, both Detroit,

M b Mich., TwWo Coplics are Zigo pein'f furnished Chicogo J ‘

;3-‘ =0 which is office of c¢rizin in thils matier and two \

i T copies are being furnished Nocw Orleans which has an 1
i SN ap; cerent intercest in view of monticn of "The Deacons AT
R Zor Deloenze wnd Juztice”, which reportedly originated ;\,,_i;‘,-'-t
?ff@" o in the Siatce of Louwisizna. LA
AN s Y- X
':9]‘ i 1 The sontents of the LI have bCCn nede svailable to &7 KL N
S o Y
O R , $ Taa LILD is being k..laS._.lJ.iGd confidential /.H-/ w
‘g.;\ || sinco inforrition contzined thersin could reasonablypl o/ \.\
NN~ Dresalt in the identiflestiin. of informants of AU
Ig[‘\ = ; contlnﬂih a2lus and uhfre‘by compro*nise the future .
e e | | effectivea GSS thesb f Al - _\)’x |
J (EEL e 'NOT R®GORDED | \pb) 5
ST {3 4 zureuu \E'w\( 59} (RYIE JUN 22 1965 ; «)_V\\Q@ - |
‘;g kre . Z - Chiczgo (Ez€. 2) (R‘i) , 4 d {
: 3 ‘- 2 = New Ovledys (Buc. 23—iRi)— ,

_’l b - 4 - Detroit o
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This metter is boing followed closely by the Detroit
0ffice and the Bureau will be advised of pertinent develop-

;*@nﬁﬁ rzents,
21 ,
22 :

23

24
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UNITED . fATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTIUL

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Detroit, Michigan
June 10, 1965

L7 ' Re: Revolutionary Action Movement
L& (RAM) ,

Reference is made to Detrcit memorandum dated
June 3, 1965, captioned as above,
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Ravalastionsywy Action Bovemsnt . .
(R&AM) :
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: zoross the Soutb,
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D2 Jerhiee, wern last soumaer dw norihera
*dﬂﬂ‘ Lovivdiars, hasg coowsed $he Migsieddord
:3 - Fiver into Missis=zlppl 201 Slsbaxa

) aud plan to nmove Ll every Soulinern

state.

"The orgenizaticn ralees & hard
guestion for advocates of pomviclenvs,
Shewlid = <ivlil rights evgenizration
comeitted fo ponviclenye wliwa 16
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Bevoluliloanyy &obilon Feramail
(FANM) '

"The Descons oI cxvalng ¢opcern
arong law enforecxsal anihorities
in Loulsiaca.

"The organizetion was forxed
largsly out of 3 hellief that Négroes
eonld pot ex~inpartial trsgizent from
white Yawmen aund that, L they were
to be d«fended zgalnst crurch
brarndegs, btombings, beatings,
killings Fkive o do 1% themsedves,

(

"1 -w--nuani‘- T e my e u-ﬂ"’ 7';,/<,ﬂ-n_;'1—\_!—~
el e A UNT 5 AT

Tl crgﬁ*fzmr ot #L@ ﬂe&f@ﬂﬁ,'?wid
that th- O?HAﬂ’?ﬁTio" red BO fao 535

ehaphbar: S5 varioos sheges of
srganizeticn 1o Toalsiane, Migsiszippl
and Alarars,

" a_;‘\h'iLg T B

mmber of menber LSLNE i&er“ Lsve
groegand Tpan 8 “c;CF(“Q, re
gafd, bot be woudd we s ludleate thal
eifher figure wreo covrect,  The

e ALY . by g
R T - T .;:vi';\'_}x:_‘._"_“‘. % ETU AR M " ht".

rhomas vislted the DeflEeons in
Erralrss Friday fn ths weke of the
rurder of O'Neal Mooare, <me of
Weshington Parieslhte Jirst Negro
depuity sherdfis,  fin owas laterviesed
ak the koaxa of 2oty ¥ % Bogalusy
Negra Jrader wrose bome haa beoome the

(S

h%&&f'a“t_Fﬁ pfonhe Pogaduas elvid
rights novenes t,
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Revelutionary Actlop Rowvemaant.
(BAM)

-

‘L*a~.;

L2

}3 "Richard Hiley of New Orlsars,
54 the Scuthern Dirscter of the Corgress
-3 of Raciel Pquality, participated in
-6 . the interview. COCHY erd the

N Desacons are on Ifriendly terms., Many
jg*m . Deacor chapters sreé in towns that
égﬁg:&f hzve CORE staifers at work,

21 "Hzley sxid the coswvestion

;3 hetwaen thg twe ergendzetions began

S a accidenta]xy gt Jonezboro when CORE
- : discoveraed thal its workers wsra safer
26 ' with the Daaconz asround,

27 & @ o

8-

2G N "Thomas seid

;? armed with riflexs

2 T FroL vherd ’
:j he sxid, L oyganization g

; semanition, whien 1{ buv: in quaniity
fg fer szvings.,

- - "Thewnis bopes Ba o< Sindsvidize

187 - weapons to eficot Fuether gevinge,
'3 He favors the 30 - seliies Srmy

0 earbine srd the 38 - oeiiter plohol,
il Some menbers have zuternitic cartines
he that will fire 30 roucds like 2

<3 machiregun, Most niw Lse FhoLguns,
L Thomss said,

is5

16 "Thomas and Faley stare & cotcers
17 - that the Descons =zy be puinted ss

: aggreszive snd trigger Lappy. They
49 were organized sirictiy for defeanss
+0 and they are highly disciplicaé,

ol Thomas sald,

52

53 . "Onpe of their wein ivks is to

>l protect civil righityw workers snd

36
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<" Re: Revolutionary Actica " . went
(RAM)

"volunteers participatiss civil
rights activities, & ps¥=on
knowlingly exposes himself to white
violénce when he wzlks a pickst .

o - 1line, But when st night he is

ie entitled to rest without worry, and
Vg that's where the Deacons come in,

ip e Thomas said,

N

. \ "With Percy Lee Eradford of

>3 Jonesbors as presidest, the Dencons
24 were incorporated ic March as a non-

o5 - profit cerporation in Loufizisnaz."
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e 3 : Revolutionary Action Mcvement -
}Ef"‘ (RAM)

-2 that three of (&)
fg the individuals in attendance at this FWHC meeting

: S - [

-6 MCa RAM members., .

iehw‘ A characterization of RAM is

A contazined in the apperndix

jl_j”' hereto.

22 | All unidentified scurces utilized in

;3 the appendix bhgve furnished reliable

“g : information in the past.

fg This document cozntairs neither reccmmendations

- nor conclusiong of the Federal BEuresu of Investigation

28m (FBI), It is the property of the FBI and is lcaned to

;q’ﬁtyyour agency; it and its conterts are not to be distri-
" buted outside your agency.
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- APPENDIX

i REVCLUTICNARY ACTION HOVEMENT (RAM)

05

-8 On November 3, 19564, 5 scurce made available a document

‘. entitled, "The Revcolutionary Action Movement Manifesteo', the

%ghdopument having been obtsained by ihe source from an individual
JoMmrdun to be u member of RAM,

2 B

E; This document siated, io part, that RAM was officially

organized in the Winter cf 1963, by Afro=Americans who support

>4 the reveluticnary cbjectives of RUBERY F. WILLIAMS, now resicding
-5 in Cubz, and bis concept of cresnized violeace to schieve the

;6 libexrsticn of the Afrc-Americiun pecple in the United States, This
54 Manifesic seflected thuy RAY bid crienied its program tc cone of

58 education igd pelitical rgy@lu iemn agd the crganigatlcn @f.a
,gﬁ%ﬁi?Ck_ peliticsl party with glutionary objectives, having

s revegnized the need for & b
seize power, RAM philcsophy
as cne of revelutionsry natic
the gtruggles of the ncn-white vzces ¢f the world sgainst
exploitziicn and easlavement by ithe white capitaliat and
imperizliet naticoes.

23

(e

a1
revoluticn™ that could and would

:

RN DY RN

1
2
2
3
5
-6 garding WILLIAMS, sbove, it should be roted that on
?iﬁﬁﬁgust 25, 1961, a Federal sarrant wias assued v Charlotte,

fe North Carolins, charging him w1tk Unlzwful Flight 1o Avoid
:9 Prcsecution for the Criuwe <f Kidnapping. Subsequent to the
:O igguance of this wsrram, VI1LLIAY¥S fled the United States
jl t¢ Cubi, where he now publishes 4 monthly newsletter

j2 entitled "The Crusader™ Ifroxm Hivala,

Rc
1

5

~

* On November 16, 1265, = second =curce asdvised that he
13 learned recently frem a RAYM merber that the crganization was
i§ begun in Detreik, Michigan, largely upndexr the impefus cof

‘7 DON FREEMAN, Cleveland, Ohis, described as the "Fatber" of

S RAM snd referred to as REAM's "Blzck Stalin™, FREEMAN now

?9 serves as RAM Chzirmsn, with MAXWELL STANFORD, Philadelphia,
’9 Penpsylvaniz, serving RAM as Field Chxirmzn. This second

"l gource asdvised that *here is po formsl headqusriers, as such,
>2 for RAM at present, but thst beadqusrters sre, in effect, with
*- FREEMAN since be plavs 4 doeminseft role in the lesdership
’Qgﬁnd direcis the peclicies and activities of the crganization,
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This second source, in September, 1964, advised that

. M is dedicated to the overthrow of the capitalist systenm

-¢in the United States, by violence if necessary, and to its
[greplacement by a socialistic system oriented toward the Chinese

- -Communist interpretation of Marxism-Leninism. RAM is entirely

. ghon-white in membership, clandestine in nature, and owes its
Hprim&ry allegiance to the "Bandung World', that is, the non-white

A H
ﬁfiﬁﬁs'of the world, rather than to any national entity, as such.
1

"

EREI I
s MO

+

To date, according to the second source, in
ovember, 1964, RAM has organized units and membership in several
-fjf the larger cities in the United States east of the Mississippi
:gRiver, and the organization is currently acti-e, attempting to
cerecruit new members and expand its sphere of influence.
27
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TRUE COPRY .
AL

West Des Moines, Iowa
June 16, 1965.

.
A !,
i
22 Dear Mr. Hoover:
18 C .
Lo a Enclosed are some clippings taken from the Des Moines
20““—'--:?5*. Sunday Register, Des Moines, Iowa, relating to thé*Deacons, an
21 organization headed up by one Ernest Thomas, Jonesboro, Louisiana.
22
23 This organization seems to be patterned after all
f‘* I similar groups such as Minutemen, KKK and simitar groups which
P ' parade under the guise of being a defensive ¢ orgdnizations. It is a
59 Negro organization and purports to take the law into its own hand
:8" rather than permit local, state and federal officials and courts to
79‘% handle this. Armed with high powered weapons, some of which have
great fire power, such groups unless kept under rigid sur velllance
31 and controi Luuld lead to bloodshed and anarchy.
12 ..
;3 ' It is also surprising the apparent case with which these
;‘; people obtained these weapons when they are denied to the average
: \; ilize
S 6 \\% citizen.
1B ";-\‘ some of my friends are deeply disturbed by this
9 DI orvanization =& well as other similar armed mobs, Hence the reason ./
.i@ N for this letter, l((_/
“?f ﬂ . I am not interested in what has been found cut about
Z::“: L \ this group but only if it has come to your attention and is receiving
45'&“3 ) investigative attention. '
i6s : . . e
175 N\ Please be advised your support cut this way is very 4 ;;:“Q
18— & strong and unwavering. People still have the greatest confidence in
f‘?*—: e the FBI and in these troublesome times provides an anchor to which
'j% I— people can tie. R . _ ,
4 = r'J .":\”- ‘ 2 P . R ' -
54 O3 e P /
=3 ! Wlshmg you many more years of (,ontmucd su(,cebb
' ———— R
o b Very truly yours a _é'\_\p
‘ . V- o -
' S - 8 JUN 23 1365 . o O

i C X Ageat - "-"-'%v\}
e XELOX e
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VARMED DlXIE

50 CBaptexls Now;
In 3 States \

B\ Roy Reed '
o New York Times News Service 1

POGALUSA, LA—An armed-
league of Nugroes. forned o
defond Negroes against wihtte
vovrariem, s spreading acress

am “rhe South
iy SR U:_-:a-‘.'wns for Defense and

o

23

St s L Gt N

“Justice, horn lastosuminer i
m.mun Louisiana, has crossed
e Mississippl River to Missis-
sippl and Alabama and plans
to move o every Suuthern
‘31, ie.

The Deacens have guns and |
_they have shown they are %
' willing to use them, Twice in |
. Louisiana they have opened |

| fire on harassing whites. i

! The organization raises &
“hard question for advocates of}
'non-violenee, Should a civil]
rights or ganization commltted
_to nen-vielence align itsell \n].n
;;hc Deacons and accept ifs
;\uvlu,a a5 one orgim?(zimn
; as done, ot least taciily if bt
Shy design?

L IIEEATION CONTARED
HELEL L BEOLASSITE
DATE_ ? £

h’ Doubt Law i
’E The Deacons are causing con ‘l
lcern among law enforcemen
| uthoritics in Louisiana. Th \
‘argdmmt:on was formed Iargc—\
ly out of @ belief that Negroes
could not expect impartial
itreaument from white lawmen
‘and that, if they were to be‘
“defended against church burn-|
]lnm. bombings, bealings, kit
‘ings and terrorism, they v.ould,
.} ave to do it themselves. ‘
i
i

' garnest Thomas of Jomes-
| boro, La., the 32-year-old vice-
" president and organizer of the
" Deacons, said Friday that the {

|

lnrr-am.r gion had 50 to 55
I chapters in various stages of
‘, orzagization  in Louisiana, ;
: \Iu.squtpp: and Alabama. ;
I He declined 1o disclose the:

number of members. Out51du
Huve guessed [rom 5,000 tol
b 030, he said, but he would not |
rieate that cither figure was
correct. : -
' The Inain strength s im
‘Louisiana. The incursions across|
ihe Mississippi appear to be

{entative and exploratory, with
‘considerable 01'*an12m10n31\
work still to be done. |
' Thomas said the Deaconsl
|

‘could upzead to every Southern

_‘smte in six or seven months,

“with hard work.”
Visits Members

 Thomas visited the Deacons|
.in Bogalusa Friday in the wak

e
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Des Moinas Sunday Register
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General Section

ARMED WITH
RIFLES, PISTOLS

DEACONS.--

Continved from Page One

af the murder of O’Neal Moore,
ane of Washington Parish’s first
Negro depuly  sheriffs. Many!
Neacon chapters are in lowns!
that have CORE stalfers ati
work.

Richard Ilaley of New Or-f
feans, the southern director of]
the Cangress of Racial Eguality,
=aid the conneciion between the
iwn arganizations hegan acci-
dentatly At Jonesboro  when
CORE discovered that ws wolk-
ers were safer with the Dczacr[ns

D0 ™
R 1

5
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m around,

- Thomas said the Deacons
wire armed with rifles and

] pj\;ln[c.

“Evershody ouns his own
peoce,” he sadd, The avgamira-
tion provides ammunition, which
it blivs in quantity for savings,

ed o

[NV, NPT N TV s - A R LI S L

v

He  hopes  to standardize
weapens o effect  further
savimzs, He favers the 30-
caliher, Armiv carbine and the

] S8caliber pistel, Some mem-
0 i hers have autontatie carhines
]

RIS

\Dqﬁ
'

that will fire 30 rounds Jike a ¢

sl ‘machine gun, Most now use
H shotruns, Thomas said, ;
S Thomas and Haley share a:
' cencern that the Deacons may:
; he painfed as aggressive an i,
triggev-happy. They were orgaf-]
16 ized strictly  for defense ng‘l'
17 tiey - sre highly  diseipline : et e e
X Tnomae sad.

II\’Jarch as a non-profit corpora- ﬁﬂmelhmg for ourselves,” he'
‘tion in Luuisiana. \s.mt r

AT Fodbin
L l'lLII llldlll j\l‘u‘, i') I.U

proteet civi! rights workers and! . !
veduniter s participating in uwi The idea started last sum- 3 35060 AWARD
rights setivities. A person k‘“’“" mer in Joneshoro after n Ku ' BOGALUSA. LA (AP I—Gov

, . -y

ingly t\ij\ﬂ;\:\}lgﬂ:\bﬁ}[q‘g I;'“:“-;‘ Klux Klan parade through @ John J, McKeithen, in a tough',
vilrpee when b a picke c ! )
‘mood over racial froubles here,’;

Lie o Bt when he goes to bed: Negra steect, Thomas sajd. |
at ol he g (-nhllt‘d lo rut. Hie said the Klan rode through ;nffez'ed a $25,000 cash rewardh
Salmdfn) o help crack the am-I;

- avrry, and thal's uhcref the streel throwing out deal-
tor voceont cume dn, Themas: Jeiy with a Joneshoro police '

€ ol ; bush slaying of a Negro deputy. it
o i crted in March esrort. - Mckeilhen, after mecting V.lth\t
i z s W erey Lee dersdiond of e devided il the power thie ranking investigators in the I
79 e Presideat,  fue STt W aned <o that for the slay ing of Washington Pans!‘l}
) Vol e i peorinicd, 10 Rl tun we bad better_ do Deputy. 0'Neal Maore, met with s
. s “"":m”*ﬁpﬁf—-’ . " ™
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.6 a5 ,
Ta }5 a_
8 West Des Molnes, Iowa . ~
Yt =
2075 Dear (NN s =
21 T ™
§§ Your letter of June 16th has been received, M=
» and it was geod to hear from you. Your best wishes and @ ® JF:s ‘U:
e . the confidence in the work being handled by the Bureau by E =
- ‘ wrs % . . - . c .
26 expressed in your letter are alec deeply appreciated. - x
27 S |
'zs_m Thank you for forwarding the newspaper = c-’i :
29 clippings. Your observations are being made a matter ’
0 of record.
1l
12,0
T3 cincerely yours,

4
5 J, Edgar Hoovep
36 ‘ -
29 " NOTE: Correspondent is on the Special Correspondents' List. He EOD
i1 G . d retived JINR 1iis file is satisfactory. B
12 DCL/ufp  The Deacons for Defense and Justice are subject of Bufile 157-24¢
:3 @3y
44
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L

Ineleced Tor the Durecaun are ei;Lt

3

yopMee. o loUterhicad gserorandun (LEHI) setting out observations ol

Sol\ ; vho vicwad Los Anceles TV Chamnel 11, LB7
S g ~“nt, 6/17/(; choorvins “he ”TCU;S LOMAX Show, "

1ol CHARLES S11% *rcm_nu!uhuba, Lu%‘,Lﬂnﬂ, who claimed to be”

D e nnulion Coy TUhie Loacons’ Wl the Jesturea sucst,

18] ﬁcrox e tuﬁ HEUIPADCY airticles &ppear¢n5ﬁLﬁ he . ;1
15 Lo o T..l.‘."j)f.l‘ us_f;-::(,} Q/_;Ta and 14/60 woere r'ﬁ;:z.ue“a narc 7} :
16 ol uhvln Iy HOTCH Llav ono NCWSLOpes arvic-e “TWOLUCI

" Tint UOT o ino cung and otlicr weapons 1n !
;gﬁ@f el v ) e coplies QF t“; LI f _QQ“EO”Od

13 Jor liew % ookl ﬂonﬁcs of }no_Lx are welng send

. Lo Looleon L1, LT sadena; Alconol and Towvacco TeX

; Uait, Los angeles and Seereb Service, Loz Angeles.
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LA 157-1184

It is being noted that subseguent to the appeardrice,
of 8118 on the foregoing described TV program, anonymous 7, -
_ telenhono protests were recelved at the Los Angeles Office 0 7
3 cornlaining oo to the aims and arms of SIMS and "The Deucons™ .«

bl . - . . o - . o1 . . ey T Lo I
<4 . whicn indicated Lo ther: the foraatlion o7 a 'ue¢ro K,
TR

’gm LUS ALCELES . __— | . T
. "o —_ - ra - . N ’ R .
‘ ' A T.OS AVGETES. CALIFORNIA. Will revort the S

, ;

b - - - o~ v i T A o e, = e n
deverture ol oLIL0 Trom Los Angelcs.
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UNIT &) STATES DEPARTMIENT OF JLLTICE

FEDERAL BURLEAU OF INVESTIGATION

Los Angeles, California
June 15, 1965
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13

14

}5 ' ' DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE

jf : alsoc known as "The Deacons;"

s CHARLES SIMS, Spokesman

;S&W RACIAL MATTERS

e o) o SEFE0R 14 S
21 A Special Agent of the FBI wiewed the "Louls Lomax

32 TV Show," Channel 11, Los Angeles, California, beginning 11 p.m.,
23 Sunday night, June 13, 1965. Charles Sims, the featured guest,
24 gesgcrived himself as "The Man" in "The!Deacons" in Bogalusa,

25 Louisiana, saying he was U1 years old, a native of Bogalusa,

26 _Loulsiana, had finished one year of high school, had served’

27 Tfour years and five months 1n the U. 5. Army attalnlng the rank
2 e-uaf Technical Sergeant. He had sold industrial insurance prior
“¥ES becoming associated with "The Deacons' and currently is

i? working as an underwriter for a builderst insurance group.

RS .o
fz‘ Sims was observed to be a male, Negro, graying at the
§3 temples, belding cn the top of his head and a scar was nﬁticed

;4 in the middle of nis chin. He appeared to be about 5'10" and

2 of medium build.

Egﬂ_f 3ims stated that "The Deacong” were crgenized about

j six months ago and that now there are from 50 to 60 chapters in
'3 three or four states. He declined to give the total numerical

0 pembership. o claimed "The Deacons" were organized for the

i1 purpose ©f protecting civil rights workers who could not opntain
fg _ protection from local law enforcement authorities.

14 Sims stated that "The Deacons' are armed and are buying
15 more arms with which to defend themselves. He admitted he is

16 aware that it is not legal for them to carry weapons, but that he
47 "would rather be caueht with a weapon than without one in Eogalusa.'

- 5L TR lars s
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- 'DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE,
g8l co known as "The Deacons;”
¥ CHARLES SIMS, Spokesman

4 'RACIAL MATTERS

L2

13

14 He voiced the opinién that in the event of "trouble" that "blood
©5  would-be flowing doun the streets like water." He claimed he

16 could rally 100 armed men within fifteen minutes noctice and had

.7 done so previousiy. He claimed he had used his gun twice but did
& not elaborate.

‘. 9 ;.._uv‘ . ) ‘ )

éo*L“” Any suggestions made to this program while Sims was

2 being interviewed which favored "non-vioclence' were unacceptable

2 to Sims and to the audience who applauded Sims wildly with Lomax

2 commending Sims.

>

2 At the conclusion of the program, Lomax stated Sims

2 would spend the next few days in Los Angeles meeting with various
) civil rights organizations.

=Y .

* Ao

o bic

Y

L newspaper article entitled "Negro 'Deacons! Claim
They Have Machine Guns, Grenades for 'Nar‘“, and dated June 13,
1965 appeared in the "Los Angeles Tinmes, ' "Exclusive te The
Tirmes from a Staff VUriter) was copled and is a part of the

;w‘p etterhesd moemcrandun.

3 - e

g A geccnd newspaper article entitled "Deacons Chiefl

+¢ DeTends Aims on Visit to L.A." appeared in the "Los Angeles

;1 Times" dated June 14, 1965 which was the results of an interview
42

Lt

Vot s

A AR SR T NI & NV I RN . U R PP P
;
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£

with Sins by Times Staff Writer Paul Veeks, alsc was copied
+3 and made a part of this letterhead memorandum.

$5 This document contains neither recommendations nor
16 conclusions of the I'BI, It is the property of the FBI and 1s
17 locaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be

1 distributed outside your agency.
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' (Mount Clipplng in Space Below)
#egro ‘Deacons’ Claim They have| -'

Phaching Guns, Grenades for "War' |
) |

frials at
fromtations

when Negroes are arrested. |ported]

- wae areanirzed in
WS 0rgd Qi

"
»
Al

Hriwe 1o Tha Timyee Ivom !
; 6 & Brall Writer F

TAIOGALUSA, Ta—AL Lival

o ! fad

P ! vas org
with poiicolnonlhwr)eslwnro last summer, re-|
v with the aid of

Lgretmeelngs b aurenr}- The risine militancy of the|CORE members, to protect (Indlcale page, home of

e }")‘Y: Ir.c‘rlr‘{!'c::‘j‘.;;i.{il\.:-: éil'lhvc'ﬂra(‘ons and the exi)ansinn{Nf’F—TI'Of’S and civil righls) | newspaper, city and state.)

:& Dc'acfm[ﬁ "r“;"f ‘Iﬁae."c:frillfj:ilﬁ\(i!nr the movement is a new wnr;ke:‘s from armed I'?erlS[S. ,

e i 7T Sl e e, Eaney T 2,0

b e el pere - s1 y L K H b -

3'2_::1‘9 gu..ﬂ i‘ll(.f,,{.‘rT.rF?,adca Im-s:nlgbnﬂicials view with in- full-time 'nrganizer of the; _A_‘__‘L Los Angoles ’I’imOj
P TR amrm"min;{ concarn.- Deacons, has told newsmen| Los Angeles, Cal!

< 3Mhe lias Anoeles ’I‘J‘:f‘rw':i - : hhat there are now 50 to 55
24l Tt the Dozalus n Bogalusa & veleran po- ¥ are sy - it
‘_41?:1‘;\1 OI;IML ‘LL] 1'1\’,:\_'111%2}:;0@ (»f‘fu?er said: : tchapters in Louisiana, Mis
TRIpler of armed Negrofice salal R e S|
N 5’:1‘1&!?10 senp disepssed! They ave firting swvithisissippt and Alabama. ¥ Uﬂd
.6(,- use of tho-e ool ciherdanger. The  other night{Talsing units are hieing esta-

hlished in San Franciseo,
rumors of trouble in therSew York and other large ¢i-

o
i

v . s - P it . \
Elilary-lvpe woapons at its, lhere wasa liltle commation:

med rreoting last AR ‘ L e e s —_—

DR inain ol a meet- Colored communitys T helies, it sand. . o
z ; L R ae and anathier off-
10t lhq-:'r~?7fm. o Deaeens hopred in their envs .‘-l[,lc:m‘..ﬁ ‘u!:‘d. ‘.”,],{.):'&”_[ {."l.ﬂl

Fhe Dencnn: oneiat their sdwent zipping avound the U ol the pavent o ‘1..!\< e

. B e T deries Fhoaplas Kirkpaloies,y
T T P AU L nieh sehinol cogeh in Jone - o
b C e 1o . R I ML R TS T ¢ Jone s
IDwevor oo dnary o "Hhey Keep that up they D 0= ! ‘ Lo

o L e Loyt e T have, came tn Bomaiasa ing
oL cuoaned o pee- en e te o run 1o ron- . e J
L e : e A pRehradee o organize the o
) .\\'L‘.‘_:..» Cestiloninnl oareas COIRNE hoa ('l’“(‘{"‘l'l\:(‘n! cal cnanpior.,

With them were bwo while

- 2n.gat whnowhne Diescons i vl L0 N . oy
Tar ' Do . V CORE workety—astey Tik-t
SETher alan pronosed mako rigiis work in Bogalusa and CUTHS wois Dieve plk
% " Negioes gol fait,Jonesbore. The secret order)Please Turn to Pg. 18, Col. 1
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T T
PRRVEVS DAMACE--Robart Hicks, vice aresiddet
o Pl e N e e T i, - e H . L

0§ [Pc_\,: VIO S0ezu, suneys Camage fa far

1 grRea in front ot s Fause which he said was fired
1.;;@ jrom possing cuta, He returned gurfire,

o

13

\,.: ot

§9, of Fan i
entol Avtinchk O
aue B E

I(l)\. \‘ &
i 3160, A Inrmer Cnru o

L LREeS violent Dn.'l(‘w« 10

hoa-

u.'\ VG LT

-

.
11 o

. (,.L\,'H' d “]i
0E m~‘.~n et whitesland

1
1)
' I

':. am Yaries, W

42_.1]).0. senr, rroan-vioirnt Negroes tof it
3;%'1.15“117::'0[“\'-’"Imi‘“ down and bargain whenever,

nizat
[ 7R

'f:.;- L meos

i the thingisover—and iron it

4 4..{! QTS

! . |

diller ave out, Tain't anout o, ;

5‘] wereshotat ane "We're gonna be ready for 1’
16y racizis in Bozalusa, 'em. We're gonna have to be|

33z nigntof April 7 Yales

reacdy to survive."

&.a}nl]_ it the home of  About 15 persons attended|
<q Robert Hicks when the orf'amzationa; n*coting,
=2 fired 'nfu k at whites at a Nepro union hall hereb

38hot at his hoine
" Combat 'Incvitable’ .
52 the organizatlonal.
S, J\lxl\pdkrark (J
cracial  combal las|
t'is inevitable, 'I_m

Fen., 21, They
1 Charles Sime, an ex<cab driv-)
“ser with a polica record of as-
rauits and conrealed w ea-
' pors, whn was eiccled chap-
ter) prmdnn AL Emmg
sirdsident of the Bogalns: q( i-
".c and Voters League, ¢l ‘\rt )
oddvice president, vlndi
&

LERWE

=1y

Robert Hicks, another §
ters Leasrue official.

LG
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included|:

Deacons

Bot ms and Hicks re-f
{1 “'“""a"ll'nc.,.r-m.r"
whether Bogalusa DCH(O: |
are armed with machine ‘

Y
4
15

funs and other military-type
WEANONS.
"You ]\now beuer than tog

sald Sims. 2

Hicks ::aid, "You don't 1e111
Your opponents what you're
dolng in any kind of con-!
flict.”

Towerful Weapons Urzed

Kirkpatrick the
new Dracons agini ":Ew
tendenoy o buy eomoiin
¢ineap, lize a little oo 220000
her rifle" Ma said, "tThat's
no'wespon—you need highe
powered rifies”

"J'F ¥OUu Zomna uso a P &
100" he raid, "usa a 35, Al
gholzun s 'food 1o hava ,o.\
clnze-distanca firing.” ;

haacnn; slan i
h,\ i WEEPONE, he said, ,mn-‘
it pra(. g Hn Duy amme
'. 2 oase, ‘

E

Wl

i

'IST!}I“

S‘Z

SOL 0NV Thioe e
1: ets” hin said,
! r:’ tne Dot hes

Ly

teriss Keep puonty of
TUMOo AL vour ho\.;u, i you
SXOAWHLITVES VoL A;
Tcarry witl
tima a hundreq!
‘

o, h
M mes

A S AT}

LUTharas interjacted, "ol
have contacts in Chicazo and!

Touston for autnmalias s
phms—for S0-caliber and .3u-
caliber,” ;
{Someona asked, "Whats
that, machine guns?”
"Yeah—and we got gre-
nades ton," Thomas =aid,
"We want to be ready if they,
wantto be v Adolent” T
Radie Communications |

Thomas

it

explained  that
ray $10 initiatien
fres and 82 a month ducs to
their local ehapters, which in
‘turn pay the paront organi-
cation $160, plus 100, ot

dues. In return, he said, U:
parent group hel Ips equip ;-
ical chaplers wilth two-wiy
iradlo equipment, :

! TlLe same week the BOga-"
chapler was formaed |

oLser ]nr‘rc.qw-a 1rite ayeaan
ad Ungls Were

.‘“’,C““ estsblished in Baop
j}‘ whes New Iheria and I'la.
\fl.ll e

CTh omas {oid the Bn
FAlifa group that Deacons
cl mmcvs ha\e mter-cu; Ta-
din communicatinng so they
ey call~or reinforcementy| .
in ¢ase of emergencies. B

HE

The use of
o, ;'.;;7 ol wark  was de-
serined b Yalrz and \le]er,
he COT workers,

22 Deacons
Trolect the man
the wrong" but
o "check things
¢ sure he gels a

whiles will pester
commentiad one Dea-
whiri they see the!

they il ta}ce‘

L e i
18

.Ju

.C"’} Atlend 2

crt.n

daxv wis adendad by

400 novsons, Thel

ands owrmend the union
insl were hcavily patrolied
(o Deacons, No o newsmeni
hwern preseal. :
| The formation 6! the Baga-:
lusa ciapler was anmeunced:
bv liicks, wno eaid that

CORE had bronght two offi
¢ials of the Deacons from;
Jonesboro 10 crganize thel
unit. ‘

Hicks said
chapier wouil ha
az in Jonesborn
radios,

ha ;mhuh.:ﬂ
the same;
They gnt
\\.'nlkic-m'kim '

They set up a pat: 01 svalem:
for the Negro community.”
With the Deacona 1}.ur\’>‘1 ‘
Jing, ilieks said, "No nue
im =on o will he al! owed
\Negro aves at Iu.,.l\—-"il(“i-
'no'\ or anvindy." ’I‘hu‘:dc-
roiis appladsa d cn.ccrs
greewed that remarx.,

q
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