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_Plan Begular Patrols
I{c"" sald, "We're gonna
nd, lixe policemen .
runming vou down!

and say, 'You speedin! I‘]c‘n
we pL I} Uup o them anr =ay,

.y

‘\.\’lh s .h’ aler, and the
policeman seay, 'He's spood-

inl‘l
"And wa sy, Wa cirin't.
sec lumr spood, and wlen
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‘mai are experts [n the use of;poiice brutality and people Ihf“'e just

military weapons, |
‘ Lomslusa Police Chief
Klrcion  mnight the
Daleens dnerease the danger
ol racial explozion, '

"My Tmen are watchin nE
themn closely,” he said, “If])
Dne of themn makes 1he;]
vreng move he's ponna gel
iR nead own o off

SAYA

= red Saturday Io
‘-.rr*moq where I
arvi Ina

i
u.t\‘w(u. ,n.ﬂ,id"] I

iy

3 a
nLve "c‘ 3

rep
I
he wili he

[ :«

{nured

RPN
)

f

I

stufi evervwhere "

"T'd Iike to start a chaptergzee any need for 3, Los .‘{n-'
the Deacons in Loz An-'; 1 c3cnapier. {‘I

\ '
cles,” he said. "Man, ﬂwrea: "They gnt problems out,

ke everymherc
remacy rlze," said, "but no-!

ith that white sup ilicks
thm‘i: ng at anybody)|

v's shonnng
B Hicks said he does

noyin Los Angeles.” 1
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J3e of Arms-Neccssary Because of Lack
>8 Justice for Negro in South, He Says

L8 BY FAUL WEEKS o

‘1_2.“'.‘” y Times Staif Wrlter

s maculate in a|*“"“' -1

> business suit, white - :

21'md plain tie, EI'\pan' ;

J2coffoe in a fashinnuble :
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13T rom Lingalusa
1p hie i3 Charies Foms

~nt of the DBaguusa
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Charles Sima i
_ Times pheie !
Choice Taken |
" awenndd rather be cau ::
"

ithe FRI could pget in. .’\nﬂl

I'n no Communist. Tha!

members respect the' leader-

ship. That's good enough.”
View Differs

To the law, Sims' as=sur-
ance of organizational disci-
pline is a fraying thread. He
o3 it as a steel chain one
minute—hut then:

"One time the police went
into a picket line of our
peaple amd they pulled up!
voung girls' dresses with
nightsticks and they put
lighted <cigarets eon  their
straw 'Treedom® hata, T dida't
knew what was going to hap-
pen. "

The Deacnns' Teadership
p;on@tly at Bima'house.

"I took out my gun and,
Put it on tie tabie, 1 told ov-]
crvoody, Put them down
there! They put L'm“r cuns
oo We went Tl
piekes ine and we ot
There was no more trouble”
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(Indicate paqge, name of
newgpapar, cily and aetate.)
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L.os fngeles Tinmes
Les ﬁngCLes, Calif.
Part 1, page 25

Dato: 6/1_1_;./65
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‘r.:c and Justiceowhiehy dn Dogalusa,” l‘.e said, "with, ‘.};)"Ié[.lar [\E,C.dn "“Ear"ou-m‘l‘;t Author:
< Fdly s amasacd ma- eonccaled weapons 1han‘ sutl i ever thera s A line v, WTATS TN TLTTT T A A ey
14 cuns and gnonudas] without them," P . coming at us with it orl bditor: NilW D, WLLLLAM
e T e P s i hic weanons .
§£08 for oy m'onl‘u:ah—l Tha Deacons' arme, ha in-! ?e?«it"l“apw“ I want Lt) bel Title:
6;0 soutlican vaclal con-, sizted, are defensive—not re- Bt of mora immediacy
ren- laliatory — for he believes| pa said civil vights workers
1'6 hiz yeserve with F-')”Y[hel‘i} law en{m'cememj —white or blirk-—eouldn't Character:
1 G P P Iy A1 slice I itm Ty . .
+ 88 As hxf'n‘m;l ?Mi“.-‘; Al Jur L[J\efmr the hegro are!  enter Rogalusa without the orF
190"" cand admitied it NONexis C;l B Deacons' armed cover
s dir tiiae heilhada  DBut federal and state au-| “We've protected more| | Sleefiftestion:
4 My theee months. thorities are worried. The|  white men in Rogalusa than Submitting Giftce: T f\
_»‘ul‘.et:.nrw ha satd, ;)mwﬂ.‘:, they Sy, are plav-l  wo ever pmmmerl colored.”
52k Pf with my clothes ing with matches in a pow- Roviews Lile [[] Being Investigated
gpweek s atatime —and dev magazine. Regardless of -_— R l" Ny
ZTes T didn't even take NS words, how can Sims orl  “Hutlels go back. T tnok
> Sl ¢ o his associate leaders ward| Mhal [wanted aiong time.
Boriciinl on 11 0 bis O eplosion when mob a2 f0s soudd of o o
36 the heavy  artillery, 51“]1 ilares? , '],} SO vanied. Dawnt,
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-5yms in violation of the Deacons in Bogalusa. 1t's a : ?O}.m tiheI 1:.!.1.1(;?\. X
22 concealed “--\avch small - {pop. 5,000} town ?]O‘ ec iour{l; saw things
5 G- sy _ Neitherthe Communists nor never thought about in Bo-
igalusa. I wersi ©o the library|
et et e e P
- t.e";v ,"....,7-?\-"—- S ST A rw v prs :’Q:—_ ’f':f:;
h_)?..a‘-n—--qﬂ\r :- wk‘.\v:f }A' L._?"'. g-.r'—hr- [l
N N

P T [




MRS AL

jind I studied. 1 went 10 NCO| G 1erd (o be dissected on .
schiorand caroa out a ser-| oo Sunday aizht TV :
gcam .= show.

"One day in the Army 1 . )
sea a ¢corporal wha was a poy  Anticipates Inlerview
Ehcaman in Bogalusa. e sees *}He egay on the phons he
;me in integrated places and| going 10 take me apart with
.atl that. 1e was a die-hard. questions,” Sims Jaughed, "1
e got out of the service| don't know then it he while
first. He sees me back in Bo-| ar hlack—but the way he say
galusa~—me still In uniform. | it, I trust him—and [ don't

"Virst thing he says, 'Re- gngswer questions I don't!
member, you're not in the| want 1o.*

Army now! I made up myl Ong last question; Did:

mind 1hen not {0 be pushed ‘Sims want tn organize a Dea-:
around.”

2 .cona chapier in Los Angeles?,
; Sims has had a gun from' ‘ Jle paused. He smiled.
that day to this. , hadn't theught about!
On Dec. &, 1353, & woman i » He had thnughl coming
shot him and he almost died. y0re miphy raise ‘money {or
'Iold my mother they ot the Deacons and he hadn't
this weman in L jail w h° shil civen much thought 1o whe-
me. I told her T was going ILQ ther his appearance here
Ht that women. The only de. might arouse more hatred

fense she had against me anri tervor than money.

Was a weapon. 1 5,11\{ TE 1 "You might have need for
die, don't you pzosccuw them here. | know Dosalura,
; *And when 1 got well, the L €on't know I.os Angeles”
Idistrict attorney says, 'You! (A day earlior, Bims told
provecute) And'l savs, Wou A Times reporter in Doga-
ko T oean't read or write, 152 hia waild ke tn start a
Win golng to sion? {1 write chapterin Les Angeles, add-

- . . (
better chL-nam;(:d than he ing, [Man, there ”,o.lcab
write),
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t,\:;‘, arnd prople with ”‘ah
"I was confined 1o bed for! WhiG ye Fumcmaq stufl e.e:l_
,”) (;"\" anrd inok un o the "Vl‘({ie J

L of iie house. Yenr live

N

il your 1ile over Lika ihat. ]
! nover toak time nut hefore 1o
9 git down ard listen to my
10 own thoughts,”
i1 Reconcilintion Told
32 The woman who shot himIi '
23 "is my gnln"h now, end T,
.4 don't plan to swap her for
.5 nohody." ‘
- Long after the shooting,
16 thn Saturday night hrawler:
17 : 'saw the police on TV drag-
: ging a woman like she was a
19 picce of wond" and shorily
N he was in the Bagalusa Civie
% and Volers Lea"ue and then
1 the Deacons,
=2 "The mavor invite CORE

(Congress of Racial Xquali-

h) in fora test of integration

in public placea. They dote-

Frate for the test——they re-

I3 ject us alter the test ia over.”
- =-A%8ims' elbow, fascinaled,
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SUBJECT: ODEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE

HOMER, LOUISIANA, CHAPTER

TO: : DIRECTOR, FBI

S‘IPJQ//Cm . . A
(5) | f’L’;
T Ay ~ w4 ’{ .\-\'Il L ~ . /# o "[' . . .‘,’J’f/l '/-. = //
Y l’l"_ﬁ ,:-.'.; J\iU-—" ! ! / - “"a:u /e

12 BN (-'\f yo 1T :\;‘:‘:L:‘ (\(‘ i .l'—o ; 1' REC' ZB | e
L“,J o B sl oL R ER

-~ RPN -'-\.{A'\
- ) - s 2T F‘ 1-- (\FT:“:.‘ T '-.
AT ST e ik ﬂ_‘/ e~ rei Ak
e K et
- R R - (,i — A
ST VO 7KL ‘31"" s
LOW FORN T SR (f 3
U EEE o
P
J ¥
e vt 100
- & oee LI P
ore nn
SR . chy T
i \.- T R
v Sent e— oM Per

T~

s - e .
R 7 "

o PRl ol - PR Rl
ey e S ) P i A
\ )




gﬁ;rlocal white segregatioconisis.
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indicated that
a Chapter of the Deacon=s nr Defense and Justice had been formed

in Homer, Louisianzr.-indica’md that the organizaticn, excluse-
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the specific purpcse ¢f the group »:
to arm themselves and te "mn t

5
force with feres" inm such 1pstaoces

o locni white men cipla men cxr "tervor tactics' sgoinst
Negroes., Y« -vy:silc ilo. stressing thatf the cxrgand; iilin
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This document cunisinsg neither reccmmendations nor

“** . conclusions of the F.3.X. It is the properiy cf the F.B.I and
N ig loaned to your agcncy; it and its contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency.
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7 . Ylashington, D.E, - T _
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5 Tor ';\:"-;_ June 30th 1965
2Q7F%T . N o
21 i - Congressional Liaison //{,,
324’/ Office
23 Federal Bur. of Investi-
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o Sirp: gahog

The attached communication
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is sent for your consideration.

Please investipate the statements

Wl ad et

cortained therein and {forward mwe

the necessary informaticn for re— R
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ply, retuining the enclosed corrve-
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Yours truly,
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“June 23, 1965
Urgent
Rep. Jimmy Morrison
Washington, D. C.
Dear Sir.
S Urgently request you ask Justice Dept. to look into Matter

of ”Dea( ons For Delense!’ in Bogalusa, one Charles Sims, reported to be
l)l‘LleL’nt They are supposed to have Machine guns, and hand grenades.
I live seven miles from that arnsnal, in the hands of o bunch of idoitic
Neoros, and I want that ln‘\.'L_,bngdLL,d!

Would appreciate heaving from you immediately that you
are lovking into this.

sincerely yours
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—y ~ . 74 July 6, 1965
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| J Honorable James H. hMorrison

e L uNmeAnqw@R‘;‘Tﬁ‘NED

18

19

5(1) Washington, D. C. 20515 \'rﬂ—, oy (2 /f/ 1
22 S s D SPLEE
23 XMy dear Congressman:

24

5

: I received your communication of June 30th and the
27 enclosed latter fron (D |

dLdden £ 9 f

SR vwhile I would like to be of assistance to ycur con-
stituent, information contained in our files must be maintained as
conf{idential in accordance with regulations of the Department of
Justtze, Che may ve assured, however, that this Burcau is ever
awara of its responsibilities, and whenever a violation of a law
withia our jurisdiction occurs, we will make every effort to con-
tiniz to discharge our oblizaticns with the highest degree of thor-
pughnass and dispatch.

P
183
i
ROOY ONIQVIY-0.034

[

g_@mhuawr-'o
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39 I em returning (NN s lctter with this -7 "
0 © communication.

-; é - .‘:’I}}-’, N 1 s /"é"’ ‘

13 o Sincerely yours, N ‘:///// Wi

14 B J. Edgar Hoover S 4 /

13 oM i (1w J,‘D

16 W Enclosire ,

17 1 - New Orleans - Enclosures (2) "\

+8 . NOTE: Our relations with Congressman Morrison have been generally cordia
1 "¢ A prior communication from {iJill# to this Bureau on 5/4/65 was not acknowl-

U 4 edged because of critical remarks regarding the FBI's work in the civil rights

); field, The New Orleans Office is conducting a current investigation regarding
54— - Deacons for Defense and Justice to determine its activities and leadership. It is
egro group formed in Louisiana with one Ernest Thomas as apparently its spok-
- _man. He has advised Negroes that they should arm themselves and form roving
56 *-*pa(EI‘OIb which will assist Negyoes when Negroes are being arrested. L
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Honorable James H. Morrison ¢t

Fees and dues of the group are used to purchase ammunition, radio equipment
and literature. Thomas claims they have 50 chapters in four Southern states.
The organization was formed as a protective measure for Negroes who are not
suitably protected by local law enforcement agencies. A Charles L. Sims
identified himseif as head of this group.
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1 - Mr. J. L Martin

TE T03 SACs, Now Ouvlcuans (157-3229) (Tnc.)

s Birzinghan {157-1446) (Enc.) :

igmg,_ Charlotte (157 £32) (Enc.)
-qggigﬁ Juckson (157-3465) (Enc.)

,?_‘ i Jocksonville  (357-mevw) (Enc.)

32 Fobile (157-1017) (Enc.)

23 Cavonnnh (157-731) (Enc.)

24 - _— R

“ Trow: Tircelor. ToI (207 2400 MTARAATIOAN " M

5. ireet (% ) ALL IHFORMATION CONTAIHED

2 ( o vi e ppeerer v rererr Qi AQQITT '
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;9 Tolunirtes to Hew Orlecns © 2/02C/785 UWoairteti to

o Poreor 320008 ond KGlelotype T/14/00

12

T . .

:i Loc oo sar cocly oliico cnoe cony of o "Wald Street

- Ciavryonys L A (_':, o .--.;' rrgL T EE ':'-? VYT s ™ T ":’ SN R

_}5 d,“ 3 .‘L 4 \,:.,,: .(.'.T.' -.-x _:__,/ E\},’. (..» - L ,.L.,\. “.--;‘-. e LI e Ml

:6 Puay Avees to Detniisle Ag.inst White atuicis

.'\?. T x L ok RS = 3 .
féﬂ,?‘ Ter the infornetion of CGIfices roceiving lhis coumanica-
‘ = ion . fhe Descous ol Dedense and Justice, Inc., iS & Negro orghn-

F U S b

: foaticy incorporniod under the iowe of (he ?ngﬂ of Loulgsiann with
T Leacquarcers ot Joreshoro  Louisiann,  The Dencons has ag one of

* Lis puryoses. ithe arting of Hegroes for protectd on aguinst Klo

fZ . v;o ence ond recontly has beewn aciive in rocial cenonstrations

- iy Boznluss, Lonisgiana,  In sddltion to the enclesec articley,
14 $t h-c roccived wide publicity. It hias heen reported in news.” /
15 articics, such os the cnclosed, thuet the Deacons has S0 to 55 7

6 chunters in several scates: it allepedly has 5,000 to 15.000 7 |

"
fz pnenbers and his ccquired a iarge namher of weapons Bureau in-
* 9 vectigatisn to dnte hasg not substantiated apparent cxaggerated
i3 claing At carly orszanizational mectings in Bogalusa Loulsiana,
}‘ in February, 1633, Desccn -eaders boasted that they had scurces
S who could furnigh lrge aunounts of weapons and ammuniticn including
??““~~ sutopatic weapons. 1t is necessary therefore, that we obtain
2275 xﬂmmcoxplecC facts o5 to the organization's actual qtrcnﬂth
; _
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..RE: DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE

b

)

5 . Airtel to SAC, New Orleans

-l 572466 ,

w1

ot ReNOairtel of 3/26/65, seis forth leads to interview
y "‘*of the Deacons in an effort to obtain -

;2 © detaills concerning membership, arms and activities. New Orleans 571)
;3 . imnediately conduct interviews of Deacons' (P vith the -

;4“ purposes of obtaining complete information regarding the organiza-

;2{ ‘tion and dlscouraging illegal arming and illegal acts.

:7 It is moted that the recipient offices, except New Orleans,
f8¢“adv1sed by teletypes 7/14-15/653, that the organizatlon did not ex1st_in
-9 eir territories, Ne?%rthcluau all offices 1cuc4v1ug this - i
50 Communication will immediate: y conduct appropriate investigation to._F
;1 determine if there are any Deacons' Chapters in their respective !

22 pivisions. Promptly advise the Bureau of the existence of any

325 Deacons' Chapters or attempts to organize. Determine leadership,

Sc. Strengih of membership, activities, and arms acquired. Be

237 ;especially alert for any large supply of arms and their source,

33_ Disseminate all pertinent information to Army Intelligence and j

S, ' Secret Scrvice, locally. Promptly submit letterhead memoranda o
m.s.‘.onc'ernw ng dnvp'lnmv-pnfq - ‘

-?fﬁ#w T

i? New Orleans. as Office of origin, is instructed to
25. submit an investigative report within thirty days which should
(5o inciude resuits of all iavestigation to date.
PRI |
*4
g NCTE:
w6 .
: 4 hemorandum E-uugardner to Sullivan, dated 7/14/65,
vg..answvered an inquiry of the Director as to the accuracy'cf\?he
19 . "Wall Street Journal's" article, 7/12/635, This organization has
10 been under continuous investigation since January, 1965, and
11 regular dissemination has been made to the Intelllgencg Community,
3 Secret Service, the Department and the Community Relations Service.
:31 ° Ve are continuing to follow closely this investigation and believe
34 that further intensified investigation being directed by this
15 airtel is merited.
A
17
M
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FBI
Date: 7/12/65

§
|
|
I
|
|
|
|
|
|
}
.

{Fype in plaintext or cadel P,Ll__ [{EF(\?:\.?ATif:l.: C:}HTA‘TQED
ATR MAIL -~ HEDTINM IQ ',i"m_j_r.\mHFD? /
o

(Priority) FHOE TR TO OO G

_____________________________ DATE _“7-/e Sp-BY 5P/ gk 54{

IR (/4

DIRECTOR, FBI

fry 4
y SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-3290) 7 v J P
. SUBJECT: DEACONS FOR.DEFENSEAND JUSTICE... ;%vﬁ{‘. .
23 RM ‘ ‘
24|, . . |
3540 o - _
26| e . - :
7 For infoérmation of the DBureau, i

telephonically advised

pic |

:0

% S -cviccd he had information from members of _b’)_’D
120" the Deacons for Defense and Justice that they had 50 or 55 in
TRE chapters either already in cperation or being put %n ‘ R
15 operation in Loulsland, &ndg they were extending this into // fa?u*
6 Alabana and Mississippi. \fﬁ ‘
iR/ !
fé# -Stated he had talked to members of this '
) ' orcanization in Jonesboro, La., and this is where he got hi '
30 infornation, but in talking to other people, they advised i

.1 this crganization was not as big as the members claimed 1t }

3 to be, and he was golng to Bogalusa, La., to itry to verify

syl this. : !

+4 . .

:5 He.inqulred as to whether the New Orleans Office

16 could give him any information and he was advised '"no comment”.

17

.;8 o -\QR(
4510.‘“-@3 - Bureau (RM)
-1 - Birmingham (Info) (RM)

1 - Jackson (Info) (RM)
1l - Mobile (Info) (RM)
2 -~ New Orleans
o JTs:sgm ,,\:,.;‘,f’i( .
- (8) ‘/./,' i !.1" .
S | ] i
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:) Tioper _::_j
; lemorandum | - Belmont i
e . 1 - Mohr o '
9;{5& : W. C. Sullivan® DATE: 7.-15-65
X | 1 - DeLoach
SBROM F. J. Baumgardner 1 ~ Rosen
13 1 - Sullivan
14 pe 1 - Bland 1 - Baumgardner
Lsugrer DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INCORPORATED 1/.f Phlllips
;g RACIAL MATTERS A y
17 J I ¢ 7

lnﬂég The Director and Mr. Tolson have inquired as to the '

207 accuracy of an article in the 7-12-65 issue of "The Wall Street’
;1 Journal'" headed "More Dixie NegroesBuy Arms to Retaliate Agains
¢  White Attacks.” The article (attached) primarily concerns the
i Deacons of Defense and Justice which is an all-Negro secret
:g organization centered in Louisiana with headquarters at Jones
52 Background of Organization ’f(/ng
?Qu;,. The Articles of Incorporation of the Deacons dated 3:5-65
fg “*2in the State of Louisiana gave the purposes of the organization:
0 as including: to cducate citizens, cspecially minority groups,;
K

in the Constitution and laws of the United States; to teach—the'
obligations of citizenship:; and to teach the dcfensa of propcrty and
pelbon11 rights by "any and all honorable and legal means.* At
carly organizational meetings, leaders discussed purposes as

being the acquisition of wecapons by Negroes in an effort to defend
themselves arainst Kian violence and to provide protection not’ ;;L
» provided by local.atithorities. The Deacons Vice-President and ™" ...

taso L . et

bi'JChu\-D-tu 1S R

33 Jorganlzer Earnest- Tbomas also told Negrocs that they should arm

9 i and form roving patrols to assist any Negroes being arrested. The

<0 ' Deacons have worked closely with James Farmer and his organization,

il the Congress of Racial Equality, and with the Bogalusa Voters

12 League, a local civil rights organization. The Deacons have been

<3 active in the rccent demonstrations in Bogalusa. The Deacons have

14 . been the subject of a continuing Bureau investigation since

15 January, 1965, and we have been regularly disseminating information

f concerning this organization to the Department, military intelligence,

Secceret Service and the Community Relations Service.

Analysis of Article

OXT\J The following is based upon information in Bureau files
géludlng a current check with the field., The article is generally
accurate in respect to the purposces of the organization, the

- Enc, . N
SFP:pdb Rec ¢! S D
- (9) CONTINUED - OVER S —

/ ALL INFORTIATION CONTAINED 7 3 Jyy 23 195
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. Memorandum to Mr. Sullivan
~4:Re: DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INCORPORATED

factors which motivated its start, its close relationship with
: other groups such as the Congress of Racial Equality and the
-3 possession of firearms and walkie-talkie radio equipment by its
14 \members. There are, however, a number of inaccuracies and

‘1 exaggerations in the article relating to the following: The
;ﬁ article reports claims by some Deacons leaders of having over
L 50 chapters including some in neighboring states, Bureau investi-
-8 | gation reveals chapters exist only in Jonesboro, Bogalusa and
1Q¢aléﬂomcr, Louisiana; none in neighboring states, Article reports
-0 rombcrshlp estimates as between 5,000 and 15,000, Bureau investi-

;1 ( ~ation indicates this highly cxaggerated and membership probably

;g ino more than a fow hundred.

;4 Article reports Deacons possess firearms and this generally
=5 borne out by our investigation including actual observations by

22 Burcau Agents, In this connection, it should be noted that most

T rural southerners possess firearms and that the carrying of rifles

2L Ve ¢ cand pistols in rural areas 1s commonplace by both whites and Negroes,
:9 =8uch fircarms and ammunition arc readily available from local

;?Ab_ hardware, sporting goods stores, mail order houses and gun dealers.
RS The carrying of firearms in Louisiana is permissible provided the
j;géi weapons ave not concealed on the person, A significant comment was
2: ,made by a Deacons member, * who said that Deacons members
52 jdo not actually engage in armed patrols but that the story was

- circulated concerning such patrols in order to discourage Klansmen |-
;E_ﬂ‘ from cau¢ing trouble in Negro scctions, Article reports that
;é?FP'Burpau Agentls arc monitoring walkie-talkie transmissions of the

'S "7 Deacons, Although our New Orleans Office has equipment in Bogalusa,
fg icapable of monitoring the Deacons walkie~talkies, no monitoring has
j? ibeen done of the Deacons,

4

f2 . Article rcports a Dcacons chapter in Varnado, seven miles
f3 north of Bogalusa, to protect the widow of Oneal Moore, a Negro

N Deputy Sheriff slain June, 1965, Our investigation in the Varnado
if iarea including iptcryiewsiwith ?hCVM?OPG_Wid?W gas not cs?ap}ished
;; that any protection is being undertaken by the Dcacons and inere

58 is no known chapter located there

fg OBSERVATIONS:

Pl

jl Inasmuch as the Deacons were apparently organized for

3% defensive purposes as a retalation to Klan acts against Negroes,
> 2

=osh
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i

o
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Momorandum to Mr. Sullivan 7
Re; DEACONS OF DUFENSE AND JUSTICE, INCORPORATED

23

14 it is not surprising that Deacons leaders would exaggerate its

.5 - strength for the purposce of discouraging violence against Negroes

L and to help encourage increased membership. A striking illustratio
LT of the exaggeration as to the number of chapters is the fact that

1 an article by Roy Reed appcared in the 6/6/65 issue of '"The New

Sy YOTK Tines" which guoted Deacons lcader Thomas as saying they had
20 "7 50-55 chapters in various stages of organization., Oa 7/12/65

21

22 reports of 50- chapters -
23 and contradictory information thac the Deacons is not as big as
24 claimed., Ile was given a '"no comment' reply to his inquiry for
25 information concoerning the Deacons., This surcely illustrates the
26 uncertainty as to the actual facts notwithstanding newspaper
7 accounts,
28
G e RECOMMENDATION:
N et
T
1 This is for your information. Ve will continue to
12 follow closely tnig investication and keep vou advised of pertinent
22 developnenis,
74 4
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RACTAL MATTERS
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Confidential scurces who have furnished relisble infor-
fion i the past and who are femilier with the activities of
rights organizations in Jackson, Mississippi, have advised
ey know of no organizations of tli: “Deacocns for Lefense
l

§
H
,-up-.

. n L]

ice ' in the State of Mississippi.

3
:1” —
oA
s

aavisaed that he
f.eek concerning the psosibiticd
[¢] e

had veconziy made a2 specific
s of the "Dezcons for Defense and

LI I NG S 72 A B O B SN LA e e

‘L
N 0 PO O MDD YN B W N
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tLL
550 cparating in Mississippi, and found no evidenoe *hiat

e e e stated Lzt he mzde g speciel effcrt to deter-:
g 1 ihore wipghoe Le any such crganization fn the Mississippi cod g
Ty onel bt o Bop clura, Loulsiscaz, but fourd po evidenge thal
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Miss Huimes
%iss Gandy

‘AVANNAH

PMEST URGENT T7/14/65 CdD

}Rom SAVANNAH /157-731/

2
23 e
D
:?EACONS FOR-DEFENSE AND JUSTICE‘ RACIAL MATTERS. .
f; RE:CE TEL CALL THIS DATE, PERTAINING TO ARTICLE, WALL 7’
: e to -
~ . : l;{:‘i

}TfibeRNAL JULY TWELVE LAST. ;/?Q;“
/

'L SAVANNAH KNOUS OF NO ACTIVITY CAPTIONED ORGANIZATION IN ' p

i;DIvISION. EFFOXTS BEING MADE TO DETERMINE IF IN EXISTENCE THIS ./kﬂﬂ

“>DIVISION. AN COPY CE FOR INFO.
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5 TELETYPE m{f-_ lﬂd :Ama

9 4 FBI WASH DC _ . e o

= '}!Jﬁ%m

EW Wiy \.dn
o Tavel

e
‘%b

L2 e Troiter

L FBI NEW ORLS {fk f],ooin-—_—__-—
. ‘ Iss Holme

M asaw CsT URGENT 1-15-65 cus HLL 1NFORI‘V.ATIONCONTAINED éai‘:;;
6/ N HtRHN 1S U\ICLAQS' IED —
"FROM:,. NEW ORLEANS (157-32950) y

", S N P t-qx
7%EICONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC., AKA. DEACONS FOR

pr:igﬁs;_ AND JUSTICE, RACIAL MATTERS. L,
)é RE BU TEL-CALL JULY FOURTEEN SIXTYFIVE. @ /-

§§ I. GEMERAL SITUATION WITH RESPECT TO

_)‘,*’*"g_ﬁ DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE (DDJ)

SO NUMERICAL STRENGTH

Z on Januaxy FIvE SIxTyFIVE (D ..:?
; :

—j / .],.'/,L.‘i‘
__ADVISED THAT AN ORGANIZATION KNOWN \ !‘_h
Lg !

1

1S THE DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE HAD

%EEN ORGANIZED AT JONESBORO, LOUISIANA. LV 3 [ ol
+2 l----------:i-‘-...................tI‘i /,/ ?r -

13 © R ——— | — /
e R—
@F THE DDJ, JONESBORO, LA. ADVISED ON JANUARY FIVE SIXTYFIVE THAT

3 0
ﬁrHERE WERE BETWEEN TWO HUNDRED FIFTY AND THREE HUNDRED L 27 1965

A ﬁ .
{4IEMBERS OF THE DDJ'S IN JACKSON PARISH, LOUISIANA., ON T —
Juercn one CIKTYFIVE_ |
P STATED ON THE NIGHT OF FEBRUARY ‘erNTyEIGHT SIXTYFIVE
ﬁo PAGE ONE N\ \ Ny AL
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v8 -
~%~H:ETING OF THE DDJ'S HAD TAKEN PLACE IN BOGALUSA, UISIANA.

-STATED THAT FOURTEEN NEGRQT«“S ATTENDED THIS MEETING.

e b P-)

E
N

ON hAﬁCH TEN SIXTYFIVE AND

- N, :oc¢LUSA, LA., ADVISED THAT THERE ARE FOURTEEN
6 T

\".
ABERS OF THIS ORGANIZATION IN THE BOGALUSA BRANCH OF THE
i I\.___.. L "’: "- "‘-.
19DDJ . o
30 \
11 ' ON JANUARY TEN SIXTYFIVE

J{OMER 'LOUISIANA CHAPTER OF THE DDJ ADVISED THAT THERE
T e

| =]

M3 e

B. MEMBERSHIP

8

9

.0
11 ON JUNE THIRTECZN SIXTYFIVE, CHARLES‘ IMS £
2

3q
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SPAGE THREE

23

S@#LEVEN, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, STATED THERE ARE

>gFROM FIFTY TO SIXTY CHAPTERS OF THE DDJ'S IN THREE

27
«@R FOUR STATES.

Aty
e e N
i AN ARTICLE APPEARING IN THE LOS ANGELES
1
ég;MEq ON JUNE THIRTEEN SIXTYFIVE WITH A DATELINE
;ﬁF BOGALUSA, LOUISIANA, STATED IN PART THAT EARNEST
3 b Ehankss
:¢THOMAS OF JONESBORD, LOUISIANA, AN OFFICIAL AND
§§EEL=TINE ORGANIZER OF THE DEACONS, HAD TOLD

ig\‘EWSMEN THAT THERE ARE FIFTY TO FIFTYFIVE CHAPTERS
:éIN LOUISIANA, MISSISSIPPI AND ALABAMA, FUND RAISING
iiUN'ITS ARE BEING ESTABLISHED IN SAN FRANCISCO, NEW
izYORK AND O}HER LARGE CITIES.

e qzs/xﬁﬁ CONTINUATION OF THIS ARTICLE,
i%OBEF?\T‘;‘HICKS OF BOGALUSA, LOUISIANA ESTIMATED THE

! |
. NUMBER OF DEACONS IN THE BOGALUSA, LA. AREA AT BETWEEN ONE HUNDRED
) PAGE THREE
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EVENTYFIVE AND TWO HUNDRED MEMBERS,
THE ARTICLE FURTHER STATED THAT AT THE SAME TIME

to 1

éZOTHER LOUISIANA UNITS WERE BEING ESTABLISHED IN
38‘3ATON ROUGE, NEW I3ERIA AND PLAQUEMINE. STATED
TaﬁiL STRENGTH OF THE DEACONS IS KEPT SECRET

$Y THE ORGANIZATION BUT QUTSIDE ESTIMATES HAVE

o P

" RANGED FROM FIVE THOUSAND TO FIFTEEN THOUSAND
;?CCORDING TO THE ARTICLE.

-, CHAPTERS

ig
9
0

3?&MISIANA THERE ARE THREE CHAPTERS KNOWN TO THE

AT THE PRESENT TIME IN THE STATE OF

:iNEW ORLEANS DIVISION. THESE CHAPTERS ARE LOCATED

:%H'JONESBORO, BOGALUSA AND HOMER, LOUISIANA.

A

;; AS NOTED IN THE NEWSPAPER ARTICLE

f}PPEaRING IN THE LOS ANGELES TIMES DATED JUNE

E;END PAGE FOUR
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‘2I'HIRTEEN SIXTYFIVE, ADDITIONAL CHAPTERS WERE REPORTEDLY BEING
13

-

Lo et

L4pSTABLISHED IN BATON ROUGBE, NEW IBERIA AND PLAQUEMINE,
5. :
16> D, ARMS

... ON FEBRUARY TVWENTYTwo sIxTYFIVE NN b7, .
b7D B
1 L

—ADUISED THAT HE HAD LEARNED THAT ;
— |

24EARNEST THOMAS (DDJ) JONESBORO, LOUISIANA AT A i
751%« -
ZGHliETING OF THE DDJ IN BOGALUSA HAD STATED THAT
27,0

MES SHOULD Buy SUBSTANTIAL WEAPONS SUCH AS

D o ~3

L N i

]
P e R ] —~

:umm:. ZERD SIX CALIBER R
I
’ZI'HAT TWELVE OR SIXTEEN GUAGE SHOT GUNS WOULD ALSO

3% ‘USEFUL.

12 ~ THOMAS STATED THAT HIS GROUP HAD CONTACTS
JAN-CHICAGO AND HOUSTON FOR AUTOMATIC WEAPONS AND \
i?rfIENTIONED PURCHASING A FIFTY AND THIRTY CALIBER

Zér-:nn PAGE FIVE

LES., THOMAS SUGGESTED

=
Il

v N :
|
SO - .
TR
CET . .

™
k

3
.

1 Y

[0 BV Bts BE) |
O D ~)
5
&
\.

4
|

g D
Iy t




(Y- JET - IR I ST P—
G - g

SMACHINE GUN.
Oglﬁ "ON MARCH TEN SIXTYFIVE ROYAN BURRIS,
EMBER OF THE DDJ AT BOGALUSA, STATED IN AN ARTICLE

fwﬁ)r—‘

SPPEARING IN THE LOS ANGELES TIMES THAT EARNEST
=%

6THOI‘MS OF JONESBORGO, AN OFFICIAL AND FULL-TIME

S

o~ w R N N N T N L e B R o

I1ZER OF THE DEACONS, STATED THAT THE DEACONS
;CIH_@VE MACHINE GUNS AND HAND GRENADES.

N MARCH TWENTYFOUR SIXTYFIVE (R

Ll

AT JONESBORO,

L]

, ADVISED THAT SOME MEMBERS OF THE DDJ bT1C
§§mw: FIREARMS FOR SELF-DEFENSE AND FOR PROTECTION b7D °

3G QUISTAN

*'Q';GAINST PERSONS POSSIBLY CONNECTED WITH THE XU
4‘«}<Lux KLAN,

t.

45 - P sTATED THAT THE MEMBERS OF THE DDJ

4500 NOT ACTUALLY ENGAGE IN ARMED PATROLS BUT THAT

4BEND PAGE SIX
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LeryE, STORY CONCERNING THESE PATROLS WAS GIVEN OUT

< i L

?T@“‘EJISCOURAGE KLANSMEN AND PERSONS OF THAT TYPE

[ SN I S N ]

?mom GOING INTO THE NEGRO SECTIONS CAUSING TROUBLE.
51
2&)BSERVI-:D SIDEARMS, RIFLES AND SHOT GUNS, BUT NO MACHINE-

[ A AN
-bw

AGENTS OF THE NEW ORLEANS DIVISION HAVE

3

J

-

3%11\1 THE POSSESSION OF INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE MEMBERS OF
;({THE DDJ IN BOGALUSA AND JONESBORO, LOUISIANA,.
128y E, SOURCES OF ARMS

INVESTIGATION BY BOTH THE CHICAGO AND

j‘MOUSTON DIVESION OF THE FBI HAVE FAILED TO DETERMINE

WNY-SOURCE FROM WHICH THE DDJ'S VERE SECURING

39 .

4?&ACHINE GUNS OR AUTOMATIC WEAPONS.

1L

i2 . THE THREE KNOVN CHAPTERS OF THE DDJ'S ARE LOCATED IN

4RURAL AREAS IN THE STATE OF LOUISIANA. IN THESE VARIOUS
15

4§END PAGE SEVEN
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fziﬁi ) ,.. 1
f?%%msnr |
gﬁgggL AREAS THE CARRYING OF RIFLES AND PISTOLS ARE
gggm&ONPLACE BY THE CITIZENRY, BOTH WHITE AND NEGRO.
gééﬁiaams SUCH AS RIFLES AND PISTOLS AND AMMUNITION ARE
MLY AVAILABLE FROM LOCAL HARDWARE, SPORTING GOOD
ig{ﬁqass, MAIL ORDER HOUSES, AND GUN DEALERS. THE CARRYING B
giggftnﬁanms IN THE STATE OF LOUISIANA IS PERMISSIBLE =
§?®OVIDING THESE WEAPONS ARE NOT CONCEALED ON THE

’;@?ERSUN.

29'-- “= BECAUSE OF THE ECONOMIC STATUS OF THE *
iclMAJORITY OF THE MEMBERS OF THE DDJ'S IT IS BELIEVED
f';’m_a*r WITHOUT OUTSIDE FINANCIAL SUPPORT THAT PURCHASING

F WEAPONS ON A LARGE SCALE COULD NOT BE ACCOMPLISHED

ALLEGED MEWBER IN |

e

32$ ' THE DDJ'S
§§Eun PAGE EIGHT
b )




" T INVESTIGATION TO DATE IN THE BOGALUSA AREA HAS
gﬁblfrsmau’snm @M’ S MEMBERSHIP IN THE DDJ'S.
;LSH_OULD BE POINTED OUT THAT ISP 1S A STATE w7e
2$)EFENDENT INVOLVING THE ASSAULT oF Gy,
BRENTERVIEW HAS BEEN CONDUCTED OF il
. JONESBORO CHAPTER OF DDJ'S

THE ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION FILED MARCH NINE

?IKTYFIVE WITH THE LOUISIANA SECRETARY OF STATE SHOW

$CORPORATE DOMICILE OF DDJ AS JONESBORO, LOUISIANA,

Jg= e
39 -

“’END PAGE NINE
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2}AGE TEN

2%ALKIES OF THE DDJ BY FBI.
f‘?;r‘-
2
35 THE NEW ORLEANS DIVISION HAS EQUIPHENT

jSA, LOUISIANA CAPABLE OF MONITORING T.E

L
Wu Sep
B%ALKIE TALKIES OF THE DDJ, KLAN AND CITIZENS BAND RADIOS,

[¢

3
%OWFUER, NO MONITORING HAS BEEN DONE OF THE DDJ. !

|

e ALLEGED PROTECTION OF THE WIDOW OF !
36, |
< 0'NEAL MOORE |
- R |
g INVESTIGATION IN THE VARNADO AREA WHERE ‘ |

i%*NEAL MOORE RESIDED AS WELL INTERVIEWS OF 0°NEAL
{300RE'S WIFE HAS NOT ESTABLISHED THAT ANY PROTECTION
Y15 BEING UNDERTAKEN BY THE DDJ'S IN THE VARNADO,
'4.0UISIANA AREA. 1IN ADDITION THERE IS NO KNOWN
13NIT OF THE DDJ'S LOCATED IN VARNADO, LOUISIANA.

_ ' |
’%ND PAGE TEN. o
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}AGE ELEVEN
’% . BASED ON THE FACTS AVAILABLE BY INVESTIGATION !

'H%O DATE THE DEACONS FOR DEFENSE OF JUSTICE WHICH
2’7

RIGINATED IN JONESBORO, LOQUISIANA THIS YEAR, HaAS

ICTED A CERTAIN ELEMENT OF THE NEGRO RACE BUT

30

;§HE CLAIMS BY NUMEROUS ORGANIZERS THAT THERE ARE
o

3?£stsu FIVE TO FIFTEEN THOUSAND APPEARED TO BE

’%ROSSLY EXAGGERATED. AS RACIAL DEMONSTRATIONS,

%!!.CHES AND ACTIVITIES CONTINUE TO INCREASE
191"1:)

[a]
Ty Wy

40
:?NTICIPATED THAT THE NUMBER OF MEMBERS WILL INCREASE.

:?T'cnn READILY BE SEEN FROM INFORMATION DEVELOPED
:?HAT THE CHAPTERS ARE GENERALLY FORMED WHENEVER THERE
:}s ANY SORT OF RACIAL ACTIVITY OR DEMONSTRATION IN THE
g?@RTICULAR LOCALS, AND WITH THE INCREASE IN PARADES
ég@p DEMONSTRATIONS BY THE NEGROES IN VARIOUS CITIES

'{*
.Jw,ﬁnﬂ—Wﬁ4mﬁi*xvr57
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angGE TWELVE
%0 GHOUT THE STATE .OF LOUISIANA THE ORGANIZERS
ié}L UNDOUBTEDLY ENDEAVOR TO ESTABLISH CHAPTERS
3}N THESE PARTICULAR CITIES. AS INFORMATION
:gs DEVELOPED THE BUREAU WILL BE PROMPTLY ADVISED. |
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71DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, RM. 00 NEW ORLEANS.
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24
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2INS‘1‘ANT .

. RE NEW ORLEANS TELEPHONE CALL TO BIRMINGHAM JULY FOURTEENTH

WERE CONTACTED CONCERNING INSTANT MATTER. INFORMANT AND -.brf‘
| ADVISED THEY COULD FURNISH NO INFORMATION CONCERNING bl
:;ﬁ? ACTIVITY OF THIS GROUF IN BIRMINGHAM DIVISION NOR THE IDENTITY
:%F ANY BIRMINGHAM DIVISION MEMBERS OF THE GROUP. INFORMANT AND

; i
4_ARE COGNIZANT OF AND FOLLOW ACTIVITIES OF MOST |
50.. h
3 RACIAL GROUPS IN BIRMINGHAM DIVISION. BIRMINGHAM WILL FOLLOW |
527 (
jg-mTTER AND FURNISH ANY NEW INFORMATION DEVELOPED. a/* 7 Or)%éé 2
5 b
PAGE ONE f’ ‘LoLAsS, & EXT. BY_SE/ ). JUL 29 1965
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CONCERNING ARTICLE JULY TWELVE LAST ISSUE OF WALL STREET

AGE TWO

Y
Su
o
7.
i

OQURNAL, BY FRED L. ZIMMERMAN, JOURNAL WRITER, CAPTIONED "RACE ) .ff'&é

D™VIOLENCE", BIRMINGHAM NOTES MAJOR PORTION DEALS WITH RACIAL

:

e

TUATION IN LOUISIANA, BIRMINGHAM NOT AWARE OF ACTUAL RACIAL rf

U.‘tﬂ“‘"(h’""
‘Hw%l—c

TUATION IN STATES OTHER THAN BIRMINGHAM DIVISION., RACIAL

33

@

ITUATION IN BIRMINGHAM DIVISION APPEARS TO BE CALM WITH VARIOQUS

._-..l{ﬁ\

'S, NEGRO AND UHITE, ATTEMPTING TO SEARCH FOR SOLUTIONS TO
}WACIAL PROBLEMS THAT WILL BE SATISFACTORY TO ALL CONCERNED.
BIRMINGHAM HAS NO KNOWLEDGE THAT NEGROES IN BIRMINGHAM

zgﬁvxsxow PLAN TO RESORT TO VIOLENT TACTICS OR FOLLOW AN "EYE FOR AN

2 E" THEORY. BIRMINGHAM IS OF OPINION THAT MOST INDIVIDUALS AND
2?ROUPS IN BIRMINGHAM DIVISION DESIRE TO AVOID ALL RACIAL VIOLENCE

4%ND ARE EARNESTLY SEEKING A PEACEFUL ANSWER TO RACE PROBLEMS
3

f?AIHER THAN THE FORMING OF "ARMED ORGANIZATIONS®™ AS MENTIONED
44N ARTICLE.

15 1
46 COPY BEING FORVARDED TO NEW ORLEANS AIRMAIL REGISTERED. s
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' - Mr. Mohr . !
FEOERAL DUTEAD OF INVESTICATION I?Ih DL‘Lﬂach__ 3

S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE . Cnsper“____._:
COMMUNICATIUNS SECTION r. Callahan__ \
Mr.. Conrad J o
JUL 15 1955 Mr. Felt ]

WASH DO ‘ Mr. Gale______*

Room.

........ Mr. Rosen A
TEL-ETYPE U Mg Sulhva : i‘
, . Ex
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JKN MISS Mlss Holmeg
Miss Gandy_____

T URGENT 7-14-65 HJK A /”;V ——— a-;
! ri oo GRGE ALL INFORMATION CORTAINED - 4

: DIRECTOR HEREIM IS UNCLASSIFIED

20 -FROM 2 JACKSON (157-3465) PATE 77-/6 - BY _Sp 154_0{;? e
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2% /DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE. RM.

hi

A nrn T TAMLONL MT
No 1N JALVIQUIN p lilw

AT T ¥ 1‘1‘
NlLRALLV
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IVIL RIGHTS OR

10, CONTACTED ON JULY ELEVEN SIXTYFIVE RELATIVE TO CAPTIONED -
12 (ORGANIZATION STATED THEY KNEV OF NO SUCH ORGANIZATION IN {
44 THE STATE OF MISS. ﬁb7(L. L
e ON.JULY FOURTEEN SIXTYFIVE 57D i

17 g REC-00 /& =L [/ 8%
- 4 <0,
49 1
50,  ADVISED ‘THAT HE HAD RECENTLY MADE A SPECIFIC CHECK CONCERNNGmee. |
519 o .

-.l‘ T B . =] . ON ann= C.

52"~ END PAGE ONE N A JUL 29 198
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% IN MISS., AND FOUND NO EVIDENCE THAT THEY VERE. HE STATED
./ "THAT HE MADE A SPECIFIC EFFORT TO DETERMINE IF THERE MIGHT

2450

2555 BE-ANY SUCH ORGANIZATION IN THE COUNTIES NEIGHBORING

2671 .

27 E‘BOGRLUSA, LA ., BUT FOUND NO EVIDENCE THAT THIS ORGANIZATION

>N

‘ AS IN ANY OF THESE COUNTIES.
CHARLES EVERS ADVISED ON JULY FQURTEEN INSTANT CONCERNING
THE ABOVE ARTICLE THAT THE WALL STREET JOURNAL REPORTER ONLY

25" RECORDED A PART OF HIS CONVERSATION WITH EVERS, EVERS STATED HE
S HAD REFERRED TO THE NEGROES IN MISSISSIPPI WHO WERE DEFENDING
3915?ﬁEMSELVEs FROM VIOLENCE, THESE INDIVIDUALS EVERS STATED HE

11 WAS GLAD THEY WERE AROUND, STATED HE KNEV OF NO CAPTIONED GROUPS
43;{ IN EXISTENCE IN MISSISSIPPI.
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S ,r o Mr, Primonte—.
Mre. Moh e
Mr. DeLOBCH wo—

EDCRAL BUREAU G (NVESTIZATION Mr. Casper— |
S OEFAdINERT 0F JUSTICE My. Callahan.—— | ¢
CuMMUNICATIGNS SECTION | |
JuL 141968 B e
{17 -
TELETYPE - . gx SuivaneZ |
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M, Trothel e 3

Tele, Room—ju
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323;4 PAGE ONE, ABOVE ISSUE, WALL STREET JOURNAL, CONTAINS .
3"‘!

34STATEMENT DEACONS HAVE FORMED GROUPS IN SEVERAL TOWNS IN G
355.0. AND IN TWO ;wns IN VESTERN N.C. /%_Nbf

42’JHICH TOOK PLACE DURHAM, N.C., JULY ONE THROUGH FIVE LAST. ) 0/
4ARTICLE REPORTED THAT JAMES FARMER, NATIONAL DIRECTOR OF

Ched . o ol

=+ DURHAM MORNING HERALD, DAILY NEWSPAPER, DURHAM, N.C.,

i(;)II‘-I JULY ONE LAST ISSUE REPORTED ON NATIONAL CONVENTION CORE

46C0RE, HAD STATED HE WOULD NOT CONDEMN THE DEACONS ORGANIZATION J

4 DESCRIBED AS A MOVEMENT WHICH HAS RECENTLY BEEN O‘QGANIZED %

S REC D5 ) éré 4
DQIN THE DEEP SOQUTH. DEACONS, ACCORDING TO ARTICLE, ARE ARMED i

i
- fA 1
v I

2VIGILANTE GROUPS SET UP TO PROTECT NEGRO \\E{GHBORHOODS AGATNST -—-...___

i
hr

537
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f!cs 157-882 |
;3 . JULY THREE LAST ISSUE DERHAM MORNING HEARLD CONTAINS

™ a4

OF

u

hﬂﬁTICLE SHOWING ERNEST THONA iS5., A CHAR

"DEACONS, APPEARED BEFORE CORE CONVENTION AND BLASTED KKK
‘WEDNECK TECHNIQUES. HE DECLARED PERIOD OF NEGRO NON- -

21VIOLENCE IS OVER. THOMAS CHARGED WHITE MEN HAVE GIVEN NEGRO

g3NEW LAWS AND PRIVILEGES BUT NEGROES HAVE BEEN BEATEN WHEN
4'.

’ﬂHEY TRIED TO USE THEM. HE SAID WE MUST HAVE THE DEACONS

27T0 LET THE KLAN KNOW THAT NEGROES AS A WHOLE ARE NOT NON-
ZWQHEENT. ARTICLE SHOUS THAT CORE DIRECTOR JAME FARMER
%%&FCED H1S SUPPORT OF DEACONS. ALS0, DR, LONNIE X, BLACK
BEM,USI IM MINISTER OF WASHINGTON, ALSO SUPPORTED DEACONS.

34*

is.. NO ANNOUNCEMENTS MADE DURING CORE CONVENTION OR INFORMATION

36
EIVED AS TO ANY CHAPTERS OF CAPTIONED ORGINIZATION WITH

BEHARLOTTE TERRITORYAND NO INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM INFORMANTS

0

:10R SOURCES THAT SUCH CHAPTERS OR UNITS EXIST.
127

{3{'f LOGICAL SOURCES AND INFORMANTS BEING CONTACTED IN EFFORT

44
15TO DETERMINE IF ANY UNITS OF THIS ORGANIZATION DO EXIST

49 'INFORMATION CONCERNINGCORE CONVENTION, INCLUDING FORE-

AGOING INFORMATION RE DEACONS SUBMITTED IN LHM BY CHARLOTTE
525
S;END‘fAGE TwWO
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#AJULY TVELVE LAST CAPTIONED "NATIONAL CONVENTION OF CORE,

*

2
1j) RHAM, N.Csy JULY ONE- FIVE, NINETEENSIXTYFIVE, RACIAL

-

Te>
TTERS.
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e
RECALL FROM ASAC SYLVESTER FROM NEW ORLEANS TODAY. U {
'_‘_JACKSONVILLE HAS NO INFO IN INDICES CONCERNING FORMATION

?BF‘ ANY OF CAPTIONED GROUPS IN NORTHERN FLORIDA. INFORMANTS \/ V.
32‘ s . —
J}{%VL NOT INDICATED ANY SUCH ACTION BEING TAKEN.
345

25" JACKSONVILLE WILL BE ALERT FOR SUCH GROUPS AND WILL AL
56 SE THE BUREAU IMMEDIATELY IF ANY' SUCH ACTIVITY IS I
ASTARTED. |
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UNITED STATES " RNMENT ) _ -
- Memorandum

. DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466) _ paTE: 8/2/65 a

SAC, JACKSONVILLE (157-1074) (RUC)

- NFORMATION CONTAINED

YBJECT: 'DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE ALLI !

6 RACIAL MATTERS HEREIN IS UrCLASSIFIED |
. 0O0: NEW OR N ‘
e ‘ DATE 7-/e.w DY _Serpdfu
20 A Re Bureau airiel io New Orleans, Etal, dated {
21 7/19/65. i
22 ' !
23 On 7/16/65

24 . was

252, . contacted by SAs

26 concerning investigation on another matter. During the i
27 conversation, Sl was asked 1if he was familiar with b !
28 2 captioned group, and he replied that he was. He stated Zﬁ{
25%555% that captioned group has on occasion in the past worked JjTl)}
307 - with CORE. They are a group of normally local businessmen i
3l who participate in picket lines and protest marches in a . |

22400 non-violent manner. If violence breaks out, this group i
33w combats violence with violence. They will attack local AN
¢ white residences just as hate groups and klans will

25 attack Negro residences. He added that they have most

36 no ticeably been active in Louisiana and that he has been

Bgilbp contacted by a representative of the group who was inquiring
38— to determine if they were needed in the North Florida-.area. !
39 S rclated that he told them they were not needed at

0 this time in North Florida and to the best of his knowledge,

il there are no such groups active in the state of Fla.

12

<3 On the dates indicated the following persons were

44 contacted by SA NN 2 d advised they had no

is information concerning the existence of a group of captioned

16 organization being in existence in the Florida area:

Fes
e

On 7/23/65,
Tallahassee, Fla.;

on 7/27/55,

Quincy, Fla.

18

On 7/27/65,
Quincy, Fla.

- Bureau
~ New Orleans
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JK 157-1074

On the contact, all of the above persons
advised that should they obtain any information concerning
captioned organization they would immediately notirfy the
FBI.

On 7/26/65, b1c
contacted SA concerning _571)
another matter and during the course of this contact
advised that there had been quite a bit of talk recently
concerning the organization of a group of the Deacons of
Defense and Justice possibly in Jefferson and Madison
Counties in North Florida. He stated, however, that he
was discouraging the organization of this group adding
that he did not feel they were needed and would serve no
useful purpose in North Florida at this time. Ille stated ;
that to the best ¢f his knowledge there is no such group ‘ ;
currently operating in the state of Fla., and no formative !
steps being taken in an attempt to organize such a group.

In view of the fact there appears to be no such !
group currently active in the North Florida area, this '
matter is being considered RUC and should any information
come to the attention of the Jacksonville Office concerning
this group it will immediately be made knownto the Bureau
and New Orleans.




FBI

" Date: f38/4/65

{Type in plain text or code) .

AIRTEL AIRMAIL
{(Priority or Method of Mailing}

L e

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466)

£,/ FROM: SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-3290)
/ . .

il X "CHANGED" | |

/ r DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC., aka
4 "Deacons for Defense and Justice, Inc.

RM - .

Title changed to reflect correct name of’
organization as determined through investigation
Jonesboro, Louisiana,..

-

Enclosed for San Francisco are two photostatic - .
copies of the Articles of Incorporation of the Deacons of
Defense and Justice, Inc,, o,,nluT'l'

’i”‘

(gl Bureau . : - - -

- Birmingham EX"IOZ'
2-,Char10tte ' - ¥ - o
2= Jackson : : n '
2~ Jacksonville _ REC' ﬂl(!}r — 1 /,/ 46 3
2- Miami | et 157 - @ I
2~ San Francisco . (Enc.-2) , ' — -
2- Savannah _ T _ ey

a JTAM:ED . AVG2gaes

2~ New Orlearm_!_l FOr‘;wwn‘
rAm:sms  HEREIR IS Ui

asr @@ATE 47-

AT

o d Sent
3 A\f@p?‘% “ Qr\ﬂr‘n‘ﬂ Anmtimh-mn.'_ r— ..—‘in
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N0 157-3290/sms ' ' : | .

For the information of San Francisco Sl further .. .
stated that THOMAS assumed Vice Presidency of the Deacons- =
of- Defense and Justice when the application for charter - -
was initiated

B |
TR

gurehead only but assumed more power than originally

anticipated., ~THOMAS
began making public statements to the effect that the _ Jo
Deacons of Defense and Justice advocate the use of violence --

and that they have scurces for automatic weapons in Houston,
*  Texas, and Chicago, Illinois. :

According toll® the Deacons of Defense and .
Justice of Jonesboro is entirely a Negro organization with
branches in Bogalusa and Houma, Louisiana, Thelr efforts
have been directed toward peaceful activity in the area of
civic improvement to gain recognition, and they advocate
violence as a defensive measure only. '

stated that

Name

Race

Sex

Date of Birth
‘Place of Birth
Height

Weight

Eyes

Hair




- NO 157-3290/sms : —
Relatives

Residence

Social Security #
Military Service

Employment

LEADS

SAN FRANCISCO DIVISION

AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFQRNIA .

1)  Through NG 1 oc:te
and interview him in an effort to determine
in detail the objections of the Deacons of Defense and
Justice, Inc., and how these objections are to be obtained,
with particular emphasis on public use of firearms, potential
for violence, any subversive and/or outside influence and

s0.. whether patrol and guards have been utilized and under what

e conditions, ] g

i2 . : +1C
1350 2) Develop all information concerning the )
44~ allegation (MNP that this group has coatact ia SN
15 Chicago and Houston for the acquisition of automatic - .
16 - weapons, ' ' ”é

18 : 3) Determine P activities in the San

49 . Francisco area and identify any groups or organizations

505%'_' with which he is affiliated

ﬁi{-@‘ ‘}Mﬁ_\‘*ﬂ@“m 5;;,. “f.
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' NO 157-3290/sms

4) Determine—itinerary and approximate o
date of return to Jomesboro, Louisiana.

» O N & Wk
- G vamap o T
Hh T '

1 5) Attempt to determine through interview —
17 source of income, _ 7 L
t o It should be noted by San Francisco that the Bureau if‘?i
5 by airtel dated 2/26/65, has instructed that through U B
5 interviews of all members of the Deacons of Defense and
5 Justice, Inc. that efforts should be made to develop sources - ~
> relative to the Deacons of Defense and Justice, Inc. and be
2 alert to discourage illegal arming and illegal acts by this 7
N group., The identity of 'should not be disclosed :E C—
2 b70 ;
should not be discussed. SRS B
. i
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" sAc, Los Angeles (157-1184) CON‘ExNTlAL 8/17/65 o

) _-'i § -- . 3 ’ L
He ‘ LA i
2 T - !

13 Director, FBI (157-2466) 1 - Mr, Trainor
14 1 - Mr, B, P, Murp
15 O 1l - Mr, Martin j
167 umnuuubTur DEFERSE P 4; :
L7 AND JUSTICE —~ CLASS. & EXT. BY S/ Aa2d

18 . RACIAL MATTERS REASON - FCIM 11, ] j 711 9 l
; DATE OF REVIEW } -/7- pb ]
2 ?27 ReLAlet and letterhead memorandum (LHM) 8/5/65,

22 ' copiles to Atlanta, captioned "Cominfil, SNCC"; and Los Angeles |

: Justice,” copies to New Orleans. Enclosed for the information 5
' v/of New Orleans is one copy of referenced letter and LIM, 8/5/65.!

731 airtel and LHM 6/15/65 captioned "Deacons for Defense and
Z

Reairtel sets forth information that Charles Sims

of the Deacons of Defense and Justice, Bogslusa, Louisiana, was.:
y/in Los Angeles in June, 1965, and appeared on the Louls Lomax
television program on 6/13/65. News articles concerning the

- Deacons appeared in the "Los Angeles Times" of 6/13/65., The
Deacons is an all-Negro organization formed for the claimed
purpose of self-~-protection against Klen violence. Its members
are encouraged to carry arms, and during recent demonstrations
in Bogalusa, Louisliana, Deacons were observed carrying walkie-
talkies,

Y 9
"1 - Atlanta g |

1 - New Orleans (157-3290) (Enclosures.. 2Z)
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Letter to SAC, Los Angeles
Re: DEACONS OF DEFENSE

: AND JUSTICE

157-2466
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FBI
Date: 8/9/65

{Type in plaintext or code)

ATRMATT

(Priority)

DIRECTOR, FBI (7 ,3’7'27‘64)

SAC, SAN/ANTONIO (157-NEW) (P)

—

THE-COMMITTEL TO AID THE DEACONS
RACIAL MATTERS .

-~ - .
@EVJG)dj Jod DO CtiiR fedd of
‘. In the August 8, 1965, issue of the San Antonio
- Lipht, daily, San Antonio, Texas, newspaper an article o
appeared stating that MARK KLEIN, a Cornell University
~student is responsible for the formation of captioned grap
in Austin, Texas, the purpose of which is to aid the "Deacons
for Defense and Justice." KLEIN described the "Deacons' as-

ain armed Negro self-defense group.”

-’f- A -
dili g

| LEADSA L INF AT CONTAINED -
ALBANY HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED Coe
DATE /7- /2. 52 BYSLY g4/t

AT ALBANY, HEW YORK

Also advise San ' i
N0 Division any information of value regarding subject
available in files of Albany Division, ; PR
’ / <} —— s

|~ ¥ — HPL

. | | P
,zgi)_ Burcau REC- M4 / ij .
7"~ Albany ot e
2 - Baltimore U ,
;- 3 - San Antonio (157-NEW) MCT-45 14 AUG 11 1965
g (1 - 157-310)
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5 : d&'" : / {{ Sent e ' M Per
B j"' G ] 9 ‘r‘g N\Agent ig.Charge — e
e}##@i / -

S PP T T PR i S R S -,_’!-‘_-.u.:.; ., o T T o R T Pt

ﬁ#:a 2 e, i "‘-"""“‘W’." F AR A PR TE e AT AR
¥ o N Sk 3 = N . < K Lo . L - et wE f Ry
A R S T e Vi o f{..—'ﬁ"-i,,‘ T e e X oy,
o J Mg, 3T ¥ 3 " L " P i Lo rab R — DA
e s e N T T By T M S TR A e e S e Y e X



~

‘ ' . , " N I . . . '.;
- v L - -

sl ’

egafding.




' SAC, San Antonio _ . 8/16/6%

: < ' 1 - Mr. Martin g
12 - 1572466
3y Diwester, oI ‘ ALLINFORIATIONCONTAINED |
14 Q .
15 &maceﬂs OF DEFRESE AXD JUSTICE HEREIN 1S UMEIU‘[‘QEW_AE /2l /15,
16" ﬁﬁﬁiﬁL_EﬁﬁﬁS UH][____IL__[__L,.‘QK_L_
P

8 ReSiairtol 8/9/65 captioned "The Committee to Ald

» e

the Deacons,” with coplies to Albany and Baltimore; Buairtol B
to New Orlesns 7/19/8S5, ‘

Enclozed for New Orleans is a Xerox copy of referene
San Antonlo airtel,

Enclosed for San Antonio, Baltimore and Albany is o
Xerox copy of referenced Bureau airtel 7/19/65 and a Xerox
copy of a “¥all Street Jouraal” articlo 7/12/65 concerning
captioned organization,

|
|
i
i
1
A

San Antonio should promptly submit lotterhead P
nencrandua (LH¥), with copies to Wew Orleans, rogarding attes
to form n comnittes to ald the Yescons of Dofense and Justice |\ |
in Avpstin, Toexas, as set forth in reairtel 8/9/65. Local
disscaination skhould be made to Secret Service and the nllitary,

T‘ intelligence. !
1ﬂiii‘ Upon recelipt of backyroand data concorning ‘
38T and further inforzation regarding attempts to organive the
19 . Deacons in Auwstin, Texas, San Antonio should cousider inter-

30 - vievlil R 2 scoarch of Doreau indices will be made upon
i1t reoceipt of

12

13 Enclosures (2) : EX.IUU

a4 -

15 2 - Albany - Enclosures (2) REC 27 5/ _

16 2 -« Baltimore - Enclosures (2) :é // ij K;(ﬁ \:i dé
17 2 - Now Orleans (157-3290) - Eanclosure

i8 NOTE;: i
19 — T e e .12 AUG 16 1965 b
30 ' San Antonio has furnished informaﬁon .concerning, 1
1.0 attempts, by Mark Klein of Cornell University, to organize
rm___ﬁ. a chapter of the Deacons of Defense and Juiice in Austin,
').lach Texas., ) B :

. The Deacons is an all-Negro organization formed
" in Louisiana as protection against Klan violence. Leads are b

57 outstanding at Baltimore and Albany
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Bl Vlnifed Hlates DHenale
7 HOWARD W. CANNON, NEV,
G x:::;«cuzn\:;:lc COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

}‘_ -.p '_ ©. |;4va:, IIIAWAII
?.- HARRY L. WINGATE, JR., CHIEF CLERK

% : August 11, 1965

13
14

5

16

S Honorable J. Edgar Hoover

18 ER R Director i
19 »..-lk Federal Bureau of Investigation )
07 E3 5 Washington, D. C. ‘
21 |
22 B

< Dcar Mr. Hoover:

234

24 It will b 1 iated if

35 : t wi e greatly appreciated 11 you

gg will give your careful study and attention oo
3 # to the enclosed and let me have a full report T i
- — !
E in duplicat =

ate, .

n in duplicate e |
12 . . KAVE

L5 Kindly return the enclosure with your - Y
432 Py

AR o
ig reply. a" s
;,6 Si 1 } P .

. incere urs o
e W . o
1R o~ J ) I
i0 ‘ @ \
4; John Stennis e a_g

. United States Senator L/O
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0

R

Honorable John Stennis
Senator, State of Mississippi
Senate Office Building
Washington, D. C.

Dear Senator Stennis:

During the past several weeks in many national publications -
an organization known as the Deacons for Defense and Justice has
received quite a bit of publicity. In both a recent issue of LIFE
Magazine and NEWSWEEK, there have been references to the use
of automatic weapons, grenades 2nd mortars. I believe that such .. -"
weapons in the hands of ordinary citizens without 2 proper licensing ek
of the individual and the weapon is ililegal, My question to you is: |

can you find out from the FBI if they are aware of these statements ; . -

and if all of this has been checked out to the letter of the law? REPTERRLY
You have certainly been getting good publicity in these parts '

and I think that the whole nation is most appreciative of your fine ' '’

efforts, The next time you are home we certainly hope that we
will have the opportunity of visiting with you. o

.

With kindest personal regards, 1 am




August 13, 1865

, > N T
Ie , < {7 1! 5
2 RECL /57 2¥66— 5/ {) A '

;; /EX 105 ' | o

2% Honorable John Stennis o \ Sy -
20" United States Senate ALL INFORMATION CONT L. |
2 Washington, D. C. 20510 prpryn (S 15C0] A°SIFIED | e
2 N

My dear Senator: DATE s 7 -2 L {J/ 94(//(0

I.received your letter of August 1ith
enclosing a communication {rom State Representative
=\ AC. SN concorning the Deacons for Defense and

- ‘o Justice.

v C<vntle I certatnly would like to be of
service to (P, information contained in the
files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in +4 s
accordance with regulations of the Department of JusticeZ
He may be assured, however, that the FBI is ever aware$
of its responsibilities in the internal security and civil
- rights fields, and whenever a violation of a law within
T pur jurisdictlon occurs, we will make every effort to
~ continue to discharge our obligations with the highest
degree of thoroughness, dispatch and objectivity,

In response to your request, Iam returnlng
.- the material you forwarded.

Sincerely yours,

MAILED 7 .. bidgar Hoover

;; ,-- . ’ 11uu 1 ]960
%Zioorr‘n . = COMM FBr v HP“E\-/
g ”<\,

nm ~loguge 07 t

/ L New eans - Enclosures (2)
-_ ;/‘ l Jackson - Enclosures (A)

/ / (see note next page)
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‘should arm themselves and form roving patrols which will assist

|
Honorable John Stennis 7 : 1
- b ; :

NOTE: Senator Stennis is on the Special Correspondents’ List.
is not identjfiable in Bufiles. The New Orleans Office is
conducting a current investigation regarding Deacons for Defense A
and Justice to determine its activities and leadership. Itisa
Negro group formed in Louisiana with one Ernest Thomas as
apparently its spokesman. He has advised Negroes that they

N
v R
TN S

Negroes when being arrested. Fees and dues of the group are w :
used to purchase ammunition, radio equipment and literature.
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Date: 8/17/65 : B
% ! q
¢/ gmit the following in ! "J*
e . (Type in plaintext or code) : : l‘ ) :
: AIRTEL | | ik
e (Priority) i o
l _______________________________________________ f‘.;‘r‘
. .
1
x TO: ) DIRECTOR, FBI
1 FROM: SAC, BALTIMORE (157-New)

3

SUBJECT: THE COMMITTEE TO AID THE DEACONS
' RM

Re SA airtel, dated 8/9/65.

Baltimore indices are negatlve on WY _b'fc/

C? -~ Bureau
- San Antonio

1 - Baltimore
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UNITEp ILATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTL =&

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Detroit, Michigan
August 12, 1965

Re: Appearance of Robert Hicks,
Vice-President, Bogalusa {Louisiana)
Deacons for Defense and Justice
Sponsored by Group on Advanced
Leadership {(GOAL), August 22, 1965,
Detroit, Michigan

N N N R T )

— OM M -1 N e N

At
7

B Bor = - F4 gy

bl

that Robert C?/
23 ..Hicks, Vice-~President of the Bogalusa {Louisiana) Deacons
, . for Defense and Justice, will speak at Detroit, Michigan,
on Sunday, August 22, 1965, at a freedom dinner sponsored
by GOAL. According to this source, the Deacons for Defense
~and Justice is a rifle club which was recently organized
‘in the Bogalusa, Louisiana, area, the membership of which
is composed entirely of Negroes and the purpose of which

is to protect civil rights workers in that area.

' bt a
Fthat the purgose of the affair(e/
is to raise funds and to honor Mr. Hicks, the funds raised

allegedly to be utilized by Mr. Hicks and the Bogalusa

Vntmwer T ansdira S:m Aammeoandd

-3 Yoters League in connection with their activities in
26, Louisiana.

3*

3igs -~ The GOAL was filed as a non-profit

ig corporation with the Michigan Corporation
i0 and Securities Commission on April 19,

1962, with Certificate Number 112493.
The purpose or purposes for which the
corporation was formed are as follows:

. To promote the educational, social
and economic interests of the total

:gﬂuhnLA' community.

49 ‘ 2. To purchase, own, hold, rent, lease,
mortgage, sell, convey and ctherwise

‘33 & EXT. Bngggqgﬁé wlawfully acquire, hold and dispose

590N - FCIN 11, ] _H_of real and personal property or any \

38 OF REVIEW f;4£;h “interest therein, as may be necessary + \_

Y 773 convenient to carry into effect “'\

iigzyp the objects of this corporation. t

. LU pReilint. -




Re: Appearance of Robert Hicks,
Sponsored by GOAL, 8,/22/65

t— N I D T b e

ﬂiff
12 3. To sclicit, sell or give memberships.
13-
14 - 4, To solieit and/or receive donations

5 and gifts

6

? RICHARD BULLOCK HENRY, President, was shown

g as the first Resident Agent. The corporation,

at the time of incorporation, owned no real
estate but claimed to have $1,000.00 in cash.

/s /
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This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the progerty of the
FBI and is loaned tu your agency; it and its contents
are not to be distributed cutside your agency.
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AT HOMER , LOUVISIANA

W21l werntain contzct with (Pt :c D::cons
o€ Defonze and Justice in order to be s¥Ware of activities of

thet orgarizstiics ia that area of Louisisna. e j
AT JONDSBORG, LOJIBIANA - B1D |
107 ae : . |
e #ill re-contact [NEIIEENGEGEGNNNNEEY ::° cotzin a !
1350 copy of the sy-laws of the Deacons of Defenze and Justics. - ‘
i Will maintain coztact with [P t-: D:sconz of Defense
325 gnd Justice in crder to be avsre of any atdlviopsl chapters
15 authorized by Yo Deazcons of Deferss snd Justice Jn any otbar
§5 sres of Lovigiscz or inm any Oother stale,
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is ADMINISTRATIVE:
49 : Copies of this report are being Iurcisned to

listed cffices for infoxmaticon inasmuch &3 there 13 2
possibility that additional investigationm #2121 be rejuested
by theze cffices.
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14 f
S ' Copies wrxe Deing furnishad to XCG, Becrei Sarvice,

;f gund Adlcobol and Tobacco Tax Unit, New Orileszns, Loulsiauna, in

:8 viev of their irnterest in this organization. !
L :
3 + 14 noted that the date of typing of the FD-302°s |
< in this report bas been delayed which is due to the fact that
%1 rough draft inserts were submiited for incorporation into

this regort,

Ry
e
R

Toe £ollowirg interviews with Emd T
255, sxs heirg set forth op the administrative pages -
26 inzsrvch a3 they specifically reguested that thsir infermition

ke keul cmraimemti&l
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A 1 - ICG, New Orleans, Loulsiana

1o 1 - Secret Service, New Orleans, Louisiana

1 3 Copy ta: 1 - Alcchol and Tobacco Tax Unit, New Orleans, Louisiani
14

5 .
1 g Report of: s; > _\,010/ Office: NEW OCRLEANS

3 = Date: August 17, 1965

{I; Eield gfﬁce File No: New Orleans 157-3290 Bureau File No.: 157-2466
;? DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC

22

23

24 ]

255

26 Character: RACIAL MATTERS )

27 :

28 Deacons of Defense and Justice formed at
2%, Jonesboro, Louisizna, during the summer of
gl 1964, following incidents involving racial
31 activities which incidents created tension
1255 . in the area. Organizsation formed by Negro
IR leaders in Jonesboro for the announced
148 purposa of protectlng Negroes and whites
a5 from l.L.l.egl.L gcts and from zcts uéSlEﬂéu
16 to terrorize the Negro community. Organi-
19 'Y zation chartered with ma2in headquarters at
;%lﬁt ‘\’([‘ Jonesboro, Louisiana. Associate chapters \
19 _ at Bogalusa and Homer, Louisiana, and

10 tj' ! inquiries received from other groups

i1 g qﬁa concerning movement but no action taken to jjﬂg/

£ \\ approve additional chapters. (NP of
igff r}f\< Deacons -of Defense and Justice assert that b1D
44& 8 ;;.t;\—-) o the organization is a defensive group with
P po intention to commit or encourage any
16 N\ offensive acts. {JJll#"cf organization
17 sl ) denied purchase of firearms for the group
18 L and further denied knowledge of any source
19 . of contacts for this purpose. D

W of Deacons of Defense and Justice disclaims

11 9 é any connection with or influence by subversive
Lo T terviows vith G

I‘\.I.ALI IHFCEY IATION COVLAI\D
56 Hr.uEIEu IS5 UNCLASSIFIED

CLACS. & L ;5/6/55HL

r,7 EXCEPT WHERE S‘iuﬂN HEASOI‘ F i
) - DAYE < ,_41___

5¢ OTHERWISE - - s OF REVIEW S-/7- f/
54 s o
0
3 = 2 CONEENT I
7 - Thu document contalns neither recommendatione nor “onclusions o J {g property of the IBI and i3 loaned to your agency; It and .
52 , its contents are not to be dilftifpted outaide your agzency. h
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%5 ' | at Jonesboro, Louisianz, set forth. Identity
-6 . . of scme laaders and xembers of Deacons of

N Defende and Justice ai Bogalusa sand Honmer,

L8 Louisianz, set forth. No information developed

o indicazte PDescons of Defense and Justice
bave zutomatic weapons or hand grenades,
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14 bty x

13, DETANLS: CAR AL |
<7 | rediczted upon receipt of |
8 information from !

who advised on January 5, 19

_ |
&t Descons of Defense and Justice bad been orgsanized in i

1 Jonesboro, Louisiana, and that its purposes were similar to
2 those of the Congress of Racial Equality, but that the
23 orgznizstion was more militant than CORE and tkat it would
25 . be more inclined to use viclences in dealinﬁ with oppoesition
25 encountered in Civil Rights matters. [J»» stated tkhat
gg the crganization was founded to promote Wegro Civil Rights. |
. |
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. EDERAL BUREAU OF iNVESTlGATIUN)

ollowirng Information:

~—

Tne Deacons of Defense and Justice (DDJ) was formed
in the summer of 196L at Jonesboro, Louisiana by a small group
of Negroes during a period of extreme racial tenticn a: Jones-
boro, for the purpose of protecticn of MHegro and white citizens
from white extremists., F¥Fe referred specifically to harassemeat
type actlvities on the part of the Ku Klux Klan who had been \
driving caravans of cars through the Negro quarter containing

rceded cccupants and escorted by local law enforcement vehicles

- - ile explaired that th.ese acts terrorized the MNegrc resldents
£30:  to the extent that they felt some type of defensive measures
26 were necessary to protect their homes and families. According-
g;.‘ ly a group of approximately 10 to 15 responsitie Negro citizens L

- met and formed the DDJ naming the following officers:

FERCY LEE BRADFORD, President; EARNEST THUMAS, VYice

A e -

rresident; CEARLEY [ER wWHITE, Financial Secrectary; COSETTA
= SRRSOV, tGrgasurer, bgﬂ
R, c o

P SR . |

~ue proup sought and obtalned a charter through the
Office of the Secretary of State of thT(State of Louisiana
which charter was issued in March, 196L, _
the purposes of the orgarizaticn, other than iLhe defense against |
harrassmernt, are to promote responsible leaderahip and educate 7
peopie to the dutles and obligations of good citizenship in the
community. Other objJectives of the DDJ include equal rights for
ail and elimination of descrimination and violence. >

DU b N

b
£

§

f
|

RO PP RN Y ROV RS R PV B WV U WV B R VR
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42 was hopeful that tre obJectlives of the organiraticn could be
1 derived through discussions with city officilals and other inter-
44 ested narties. (P stated empibatically that the DIJ is a
i8S defersive organization wlth no 1ntentions of instituting vio-
16 lence or offensive action of any type in seeking its cbjectives.
17 He further stated applicants for membership mucst be American
18 citizens, age 21 or over and approved by the membership
49 k
:) .
31
52 .
LN R T
j "i\_ ‘;Uin:i '*:!!ML
£ 7 .
5¢ 8/3/65 Joresboro, Louisiana 157-3290
32 at _ Fiie ¥ _
59 SA . cem Date dictated 8 74765
0 : - o - e
;’!s._documam containe neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FHI1. It it the jtuperty of the FUI and 1s loanhed to :_
i'zaqﬂncv: it and its contents are notl to be‘g'jatrlbuted ou:?tde your uqfncy; e i —,..‘; ‘:;
T T T G e A P, A AL K
o R e G T i
R 3 L W SR S I S AL SN s S it gug s B g g AL



-‘4

{ ~ /cer
1o 1575290 conpgn

Individuals of poor reputatbn, troublemakers and the like are
‘ot accepted. Group meetings are normally held once a week
at various howmes or meeting places in the Negro community.

With regard to patrols, | P stated no assignments
are made to accompany any type of demonstration, however, quite -
often some of the members of the DDJ are present as spectators  B7(

32 at such activities just as any other citizen might be. o
e v .
366’“/ S st:2tcd currently there are approximately 25 |

7&,,,3 to 35 members of the DDJ who are considered inzctive due te nos
27 payment of dues and cther causes  He stated voting privileges
2£E§EL are extended to 2ctive members only - The initiation fee is §°
2FEH= and the monthly dues are $2. NN furnished the followin
307 - list of members who are currently active in the Jonesbcro
31 Louisiana chapter:

VidiEER OF SUSECT cnemwioa? — N A

/

stated (he Jonesboro groun naintains no

stated the organizatlon has no application
ferm for use by prospective members,

e I e
T Rt s F 5
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Fd o pea

S - dvised that similar DDJ groups have been
formed in Bogalusa and Homer, Louisiana which were granted :
certificates by The parent Jonesboro organization The certif-;

[l ad

e

0 icates grant authority for those grocups to use tne name DDJ .
21 and operate under the provislons of the charter granted the EJ57C
2 Jonesboro group. P stated the parent group furnishes )
23 advice and asgktance concerning policy to those chapters. Jﬁ?J
24 P He sbatcd no other groups have been authorized to use the rame
255 ;, DDT in I_:‘j"‘:{:’"“ or any cther state although he has recelived
26 ! Y uir'ies conceraning the formation of similar groups at Monroe, |
27 i Ferr¢day ‘and New_ Orleans, Louisiana. He stated careful ronsid- ]

) eration 1s given to granting certificates to other grouns in ;
order to insure that the policies and objectives ofyltke parent

0 group are adhered to. [P stated that CHARLIENS "NLMS is '

11 the rresigent of.the Bogalusa Cnapter and that CH ﬁLmS, Zf
125 - Is president of. the_Homer, Louisiana. Chapter ofwghe DDy, ne ;

32, stated be did not know the current ‘membership of the Rogalusa
14 and Homer groups. MEMBER OF SUZZCT CRGANIZATION !
25 |
16 was questioned cencerning statements made :

? by EARNZST THOMAS, Vice FPresident of the Jenesboro DDJ and :
I — othera, wilch tave appeared 1n nationa! pericdicals, .contern-

19 ; ing the organization. GNP Stated nuch of tre information |
10 i attributed to threse peom'se and exaggerated particu‘ar-
i1 0 1T reTerence TS dlieged secracy of Lheé . nrganizaticn, purchase*
12 | 5T firearme In_Chicago and _Houston,_che qaumber_or _chapters

23 / wiiich have been created and other sratements iqdicatinéﬁ?ﬁ_’bbJ
44 I{ has cffensive motives He stated he had not seen any of the

15 puhli\,atio“s 1Pfelribg to tne TDJ or read any of the statements

16 attributed tc THOMAS and other DDJ leaders

47

;; ' —stated he is very concerned about
50 : the effects that irresponsible publicity might have on DDJ and |

a1 he plans to make every effort to correct the situation through
59 talks with those responsible for such putlicity.
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VARERTIAL
.- A Y |
2 NO 157-3290/cem |
e '
“5
L8 stated he be'leves the statements made
N ‘ recpntly by THCOMAS were made to exploit the DDJ for his own i
Lo personal publicity and financial gain. He stated THOMAS -
:‘%“:f* 1s nr'aunni-T\r in f‘:ﬂif".n'nn'!n, howet‘rer, he is nost represer}ti_g i
f?_'““‘ the DDJ and his purpose there is
22 5
23
24 - ,
2530 Fstated the _Joneshoro DDJ owns eight walkie-
26 talkie.radic units which are presently distriButed among the :
27 mﬂnoersh‘p which are to be used in the event of an emergency
28 which would require the group to assemb’e on short notice.
ggggmsf He stated the chapter owns no other technical equipment or -
;?f ; arms. ' G
T ST
2ean ‘ stated there are no persons, to his LT
335 knowledge, in the DDJ who are sympathetic with or influenced
3; ' by Black Nationa'ist or any other subversive group.
36 G r2de avaliab'e a blank identiflcaticn card
3 which is carried by all DDJ members upon acceptance into the
87— organiration. It may be noted that an offichal card wheh is
13 issued to a particular member also bears the imprint of a
41 . seal which 1s not affixed to the card untii it is issued.
3
92 S ::::tcd by laws for +he DDJ are presently
* under preparation and it is hoped that within a weelk same will

pe submitted fo the membership of the organization for approval
after which a ccpy will be made avallable to the FBI.

: He stated the DDJ chapter at Bogalusa and Homer,
Louisiana, each paid a $100 entrance fee to join the: ovganizaﬁon

and they are supposed to pay a sum egual to ten per-ent of

their collected monthly dues to the parent organizaction to defray

expense of supplles, etc, wHch are provided by the Jonesdoro

chapter.
!
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NO 157-3290/cem

2

3

4

5

6

’ stated when the organization was first ;
& begun; group leaders were appolnted for the purpose of i
Lmet.  rallying merbership in the event of a racial incident. The j
07777  stated this practice has been abandoned and the organization
;' ' no longer has group leaders or similar functionaries.

that he should
or other illegal

23 It was tactfully polnted out to
24 . exert his influence to discourage any armin
250 acts on the part of DDJ members.

33 Date of birth
4" Flace of birth
5 Helght
16, Welght
1-‘ Bulld
g - Complexion
3oelal Security

2 -~ CONEANOAL r

22 — ¢
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATICN

CONFIRTiAL -

" June 16,

Date

' Lo -~
- - .
- L Gaw T e
b -

Corporations Division, Secretary of State, !!a!e of p

Louisiana, Batom Rouge, Louisiana, made available a true
and correct copy of the charter of Decons of Dafense and
Justice, Iucorporated. _
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. DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the annexcd and following is a True and
Correct copy of the Charter of

DEACONS OF DEFENSZ AND JUSTICE, INC.,
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