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;Qé? erotary ané a Treasurer. Wai -oard snall rogulato and collect «
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Yo O¥IICE
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4 - - o
;1 i. DPercy Leo Eraclord Frosidant
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FD-372 Hev, 1-25-60)

Date __August 17, 1965

o conEHTIAL

W N D L de e Do
E

{t=

12
1
{i  wag interviewed J
L5
16 f
te,hﬁ- gtated be did mot wish o Ffuraish any f
§%§Dﬁ§‘ informetion concerning the Deacons of Pefense and Justice g
51 ' u2til he hed spokén to scme of the other members of the
5 Dzac2ts of Defense and Justice,
32 f&.zawing descripilon was obtained through
25 - . :\/ht:: E i &MJ%“VLcﬁQ.
26 . e - . - _576/1
VR |

%8" . Race ;. Negro LTD |
>R Sex : /7 ¥ale 5
507 Date »f Birth
;l. : Height T
13, ¥elght
13 Eres
24 ' LF“;,&:' i
25 Erpleyment ‘
36..-- I
38 + —— ‘ |
39 :
il
12
44
15
16
17
i
49
30
sl
24 <A
53 i R
—{gzﬂ -&"UPH—NJ‘ i ”s.L.
2 8/3/65 at __0merbore, Lowimians File # 20 157=3280
57 Sp@@%&l ig L &md.b7CL

( L Agen LT STy Y
-g— Spes {!i : i BER Date dictated BS2/65

document céntaing neithcr recomsmendations nor _cohclusions of tb_g.EBj It 45 the property of the FBI and i& loaned to
lr qency- 1t and ita contents are not to be digy

Tibutwd outside yYour agency.
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i ,ONFKNT’AL D Augugt 17, 1885
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furnished the following informxatiom:

i~

LS

FS
L]
-
1
-
1
4
B
Ll
-
N
-

Hercorn of Defesse and Juastice, a corporatioz which has

LtS ,~¢d~m(r@ Ts Lo Jonesbors, He said that the purposs ’
wd the organliz a,éan ¥z %2 protect the Megroes Living inm

the ¥Fegro sestion of Joresboro, He stmﬁed that his

grouwp would only resort to viclence if they were attacked

by & group such as the Ku Klux Klan. He stated that the

groon Geog 2ot have & ao“rﬂ@ of arns, but the lndividual

o

sarterg of the organtzaliosn were armed. Io additiconm, he
Flwled That thogse gune were Rept in the iodividduxil
RaEmnier

g homes gnd were ol hiddean in 4 cache somewbere. !
He sdvized that thers wes no potusl treinizg given to _b7C/§
gry of the zembers in the use of firearms, BTD

=z s5tated that there are aboudt 15 to 20 sctive

pemberg o the Jinesbhoro chapler, and that the acliual
neTmtoer i Jozeshoro emountzsd to approxicetely 50 to
TE T He gtaled that ooly two other chapilers of

1"!"»: i Tf":‘w'i AN

hm?n begen organizad Lk Eaulaiamm, ] they

o8l Bogdlyes and Hezer T Dis A c»m,\e\mge,

mt ugae: CLaphelEs ol e D&&@wﬂw w&Y“ “e“ Eormed

AOFVLEIe LD Lhe Undted States. He glefed that ke did ;
N s o .

thea -ber Gf zezbers or the cames of the
; L r Hyrer or Bogalusd,
3

M -"wm(e‘f that the bylaws of the

f CrEALLLS tAGL keve 0ot vel been drawn uvp and that this
;4 ?m: T mf the major problens facing the organization,
15 e Lhat ouse the u}l¢g@ were drowiy up that each
16 AT "z o fA@ Dewcoas that was formed would @e
17 [0 to Lallow the bylavs as propossd by the Matiorzal
Heeg LEEE mMWe in Joneskbors. gaid that at
18 ore T oy plans for ths olher chepters s to .
39 fox A0 pc-‘"’ “cent of their gues to the Natiomel j
0 Grganioatlon here in Jomeshozro,

;%n 8/3/65 at Froesbore, Iouisian File # X0 157-3280
= Specisl Aumm& and
5 NG

Specital Age rrn 8/ 4765
?'%Y B l Date dictated i

: — - 16 -

S
> This document ¢déntains neither recommendations nor concluslons of the FHIL. It is the property of the FBI and 18 lcaned to | .
'Vour uqqncy, it and Ita contents are not to be distributed cutslde your agency. )
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VIH:mrp i
5 ’ coneTIAL ‘i
i v
+ 2 Jjﬂﬂi
13
14
e G = t2t:d that the officers cof the
16 Deacnis were as follows:
h] 8 ) ‘;
g et Presidernt FERCY LEE BRADFORD ;
‘;..M—i i
1 Vice-President ERNEST THOMAS ,
22 , / / _ !
53 Seoretary ~ CHARLEY 'WHITE
24 VRN
250, Tresasurer LORSETER JACKICON
26 MEMBER OF SUZ.ZCT CL GANIZATION
27 1
28 He 32id that slection of new officers would :
2oL, pe Leld iz the meer future, GG |
10 |
138 7
3255
He sald that ETPNEST THOMAS 1is presently in A
Calr & and that the Descons are not paving for the il
exy imvolved in the trip. [P ssid that the 7D
Lzaz 3143 pay for fthe plane fare of THOYAS on one
TR cowhel D went to Ney York.,. He sftated that the
sraterants belog- m@da_iaht“eﬂpnessﬂﬁﬁ:ﬁyﬁﬂﬁ:*nxve‘ndt
bezr svyroved by th: membarship., He Jdid statz that
gone of The 1ailk @@ﬁ@e sing trhe wespons and aumber of
xexb-rs in the Deacons has been cxaggerstad Lz ozrder
o dezeive the Ko Klux Klam, and the local Sheriffis
GEPi~e,

Thzs following description wes obialzed
thraengh observation and interview:

Race
o EX
Haigh

&eig

.3: be

U AT 1AL
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‘ e B7C-
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Place of Birth

£ Y

Cccupation

[LU NN TSI ST N PR R Sl N A
W SES N

29%
6 5
31 ;
1255
3 3‘ .
14

S

6

{

a3 da s et L) A

HO\DW

- da da ax e fa A d
W d N

]

(W) IV BN
LA I ol

o, o .
2 WSSy - |
Vi

{
\

s ',-—‘.Ti ey a.‘ i -“a". v s "I
3 1;;_ u‘f L Tt ‘mé'i"-g} a.-_"'}\}ﬁ"l ’3&"“1"‘1’

.--—A“g:j.".
v a Ten &

i R J :
AG"} ¥ ] ‘-A,, '-.‘-"‘“ P<.

‘,.A-f-& ey



FD-302 Rev. 1-25-80) " FEDERAL BUREAU OF iNVESTIGATION

YUY b e b
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22

13

}4 _ . was contactfed and bhe furnished the

E6 following informasiion:

- 1

28 sdvieed he is a member of the !
p— Deacons of Defernse and Justics, Jonesboro Chapter, 1
g He adviged |

21 ' that durdng the summer of 1964 seversl CORE worksers

29 come to Jonresboro to mid the Negroes., The white people

23 in the gwnmupity bzcame alarmed at thelr presence in

24 wDTmssro gl ghortly sftercards an auto carsvan

2. coatalning X %AU Flan nenbers drove through the Negrd '

26 guarters of Jomeshoreo throwing cut Ku Kiux Klan Litergture

217 and teiling the residents to get rid of the CCRE workers, ,bn
20 - . advised the Negroez Decame so alarmed at this ke
gggggg‘ tneident thev decided that since local lsw enforcement i“"
30 - was a0t protecting them they would get t@gether and form

S f grouy o defend thelr homes and property in the event.

325 - the o Flux Elwn returnzd. A3 a result, s large number

33 ¢ ¥Fegross weant to their homes and returned with firsarms,

14 They relturred to the CORE hoadguartiers ares in Jonesboro

g te await Tte relurn ©Ff the Ku h]ux Klam. The latiler dig

16 ot return. sdvigsd this was the start of the

3 . idee W forw the Descols.

l_v !

g - -

19 S -
gn effort 4o come up with & name that would imdicute
thelr orgenization was for the good of all people they
aecided o5 the rame Deacoms of Nefense and Justicse,.

The ieme Deseons denctes something religilious ss the
name wee taken from the Deamcon of the church. The word
Delers» would iAndicaie they were mot am offersive group,
aut would protect end defend themselves whell NecesSSary.

He stated that at
the premept time FERCY LEE ERADFORD is the president, and

10
11
42
13
14
15
16
47
18
49
20
i1
52
33 -
#} CONFENTIAL

B

A

:én 8/6/65 ot __ Greshting, louisiare Fife # __ N0 1573290

. Special Agenit and
38 YD b1 S/B/ED

ra Specisl Agent
fl?y P ' g« , Date dictated
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14
‘5 i _
é CHARLEY WHITE is the Financisl Secretary. ERNEST THOMAR |
- 1z the acsting Vice-President amd Fleldmam, AU the present ;
8 Tizmse THCOMAS is im Sam Pravclisco. His job as Fileldman j
: ig to relse fusds wnd attempt to organize mew Chapters. ;
U :vised THOMAS is expected to returm %o |
Jomezhoro gometime argund the middle of August, 1965, |
Bic
advised the Deacouns have monthly b1D

tves of R2. faxr gsch member, The Jopesboro Chapher
gis¢ has an initiation fes of $1{b 00 per membsr, BHe
sratad that when & Dew Chaplier Ls orgenized the original |
Charter fes iz $100,00, and this is sent to Jenezsbore, |
Each Chapter [ftzelf can designate its own Amitiation fze |
_ aad the Chepter keeps this mopey. Thereszfier each ' |
30 " f Chapter mest send 10 per cent of the dues cellested eachk |
11 month 4o the hezdgueriers in Jonesboro. IRy . |
1240 statzd he doas rvot know how many Chapiters or members |
33 therz ars at the pressnt time, He advised NG
14 wauld bhave this Information.
2t He algo stated that ERNAST THOWAS hes not made any
36 repors ([P o> bis ‘r;fp &0 ba does not belisve the
3%‘&' tnfor agorsersing all the Chaplers and members will
g - be k wxa uauil THCHAS returns, -
i3
a0
il
42
<3
44
15
16
17
3

g ————— — e [
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13 _
¥ 3 conidenmi
L5 :
;
?5 1 : S ;. cvised he has read some of the
58 rerdrks made in the newspapers by ERNEST THOWAS, He
1 sdviged the crganizatiop doces mot fwranlsh vezpons 1o
és 153 nembsrs g5 most of them have personally owned
21 woaTOns, He does not know ¢f any source of weapons i
53 or cache which the Deacons might have. He personally
73 feels thxt if THOMAS made this remark i? is rossible
24 J ha, T‘HCE’*’*S has developad & sourss for obtainiug
5 [ | weapzre Inm bls ftravels, K7C
;.6, U ) ited that wot wll the men inm L1710 !
38 . ¢he legdars ;ip of the Deacons sgree wilh THCOEAS and
N v bis way of thigkine. At the prasent time poue of the ;
gofff‘ Dezcons im,d@nesbore, to his knowledge, knaw exectly ;
;1 what he is dolpg or has accoxplisbed in his travels, o i
39 and they will probably not know until he returns.
0
: < G - t:ted that the Deacons is open
;5 T &ZYODY over the age ol 21 wiw satisfeacicrily passes
;6 2 background check, This investigation iz ususlly
g condueied by er en<ther mamber of the Juzesboro
;3!‘: Crapter. The main rezson for this check iz to keep s
19 uwodesirzble pecple out of the orgenization such as those !
io with crininel churacterigztics or thoese whe have very
31 POOY CTed 2it records in the commmnity. He salso gtiated
32 the Deecons prefer married mer znd thay prefer gll
23 memberz W0 be registered volers.
44 It was tactfully poirted out to
15 the dergers inherent im 1llegsl arming snd illegal acts
:s vhink might resull from enccuragexent of members to
ia ars ard cerry firearzs,
19
3
<5 . A

Al " T oA

23 CONFIMITIAL
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5 The following description was cbtained during
6 imterview and from observation:
Resldence é
Race e ‘
Sex
Haelgnt, ngi |
Welight L ‘
C Dete of Binta i
Place of Birth |
Ozeupation |
i
|
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8 Date 8.1 17/&)& .

9 , |
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14

27 ' O .ciseo chat he i5 2 wduber of the {

18 Daasoee of Defense and Justice  He stated that this :

1 Qe erganization first started as a club about the last K

oy part of Spring, 1964 He stated that this club did ,

Z0 :

21 rat have a pame but con51sted of Negro males ;

22 residipng in the "Quarters” section of Jonesboro,

213 Louisiana recalled that sometime in

24 July or August, 1964, about 9:00 P.M. a caravan of

26 apout 3% cars containing from thrae to five members ; :

26 “f the Ku ¥lux Klan, dygssed in full Klan regalia, Nb7t_f

27 ani le by a Jacksosn Parish Sheriff’s car, drcve W1D L
- through the "Quarters.” He stated that becaase of !

4 s LATCAE ! s 2 d . 8

~g§!ﬁﬁ this inridant., coupled with the fact that the caravan

T VIRSE ASSeSmESY : - X
T *as lead by ‘a Sherlff“s Office vehicle, it was

0y -.
3? decided tiret the Deacons of Defense and Justice should
22505 be formesd in order to protect the lives and property
327 of thOﬂe who lived in the "Quarters." He stated
3(- that tops purpose of the Deaccns of Defense and Justice
15 1% 19 EJOtEut the riguts of ali ecitizens, "black and
16 white ™ He explained that the purposs of this
zﬁiip crganization was not te take the law into their cwn
53.'m hands but the purpose was for civic improvement
19 through nerotiation and the protection of the rlghta
30 of indivaduaals through court action and legal means.
:; ﬂ Concerning weapons ownsd by members of the
: |Deacons of Defense and Justice, [ advised that
44 the newspaper article appearing in the New York
15 Times and in the Nawsweek magazine were not itrue or
16 agourate ifle related that the Des#acons have nc¢ machine
17 zuns or ether simular automatic weapons. He stated
18 thuetl the only weapons gwmed by Deaccns were “"house
19 protecrion® weapons. He related that “housg . :
50 pretection” weapons were ordinary rifles and pistols !
21
52
53 - S m s e e - e e e
- G M
'? .r.w'" .
o :
56 8/3/65 Jonesbero, Louisiarca . 157-3290
o On .. et oo oTTTT o LARPEIEE e EN T e
5, X
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15' - {
}E that one keeps to protect his home

L
T i
2
5 |
2

Concerning the membership of the Deacons of
- Defsose and Justice, P r-11t=d that PERCY L.
25 % ~BRADFORD was President, ERNAST THOMAS, Vice-President,
26 ' CHARUIE WHiTE, Secrstary, and COSSEHA7JACKSON, Treasurer.
L He stated that at the present tiase the Jonesboro 4.7/
gggsagy Chapter of tns Deacons of Defense and Justice consists
In

of about 25 active members. He related that there . b gy D

, are numercuds other members who do not take an active — e e
L part in the mestings or other activities of the o

P2 crganizatiosn, bstated that to his knowledge

the cniy otvh2r chapter of the Deacons was located in

34 :

ie Bogalusa, Louwisiana. b0

36, 7D

12

16 advised that meetings of the Deacons

47 of Defenss and Justice are normally held every

fg Tuesday right at the Masonic Lodge located on Leon

17 . Street, Quarters Section, Jonesboro, Louisiana.

31 At this time P furnished the icllowing

§§ description of himself:

5

5 Name .llll.l.lll..l"

. Sex: Male

56 Race; Negro

57 _

52 R

59 . SIth,” (IR
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Date of Birth:-
Hair:

Eyes:

Haight:

Weights

Secial Security Wo,:
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~EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAT.A.i)
o Date __8/17/65
o pd
::3 ' B CO“ SERETITR ;
! el
.5

1o R

S st:teq that he is not a member of
e o Y the Deacons of Defense and Justice, but he has ‘
; o attended some of .their meetings to see what their 1
2
3

aims are amd the direction they are headed. He ?
stated that if he likes the aims of the organization
24 he may join it.

267?;’-':' S =t:ted that from his observations

1
59 of the Deaccns for Defens= and Justice he feels they @
%B'A‘ want o work with the law. and want to assist ;
N e - anyone besing treated unjustly in a legal manner. !
;6%?‘«'-""" St >ted that he felt that the natioral publicity !
;l‘ concerning this organization is so much propaganda §
32 put out to focl the Klan. BHBe advised that he knows ’
S5ET nothing about any guns or firearms in the possession
2e of the Deacons of Defense and Justice. b7C
re - ke 2y
§5 The following dxscription was obtained by
Eﬁiﬂb observation and interview:
'y Nane:; IR
iO Race:s : Nezro
i1 Se@: Male
i3 Height:
. s Weight:
;: Builds
15 Hair:
16 Complexion:
4 7 Esreg : L T
4 8 sl s o MUINS .
19 L
‘3 [ 4
32 —
:"J 2 T
” ,
i .-." i\ '
6 874765 Jonesboro, Louisiana .
on 20 at ! ; :
52 SA AND L0
‘J - o - - ——— - 26——= e _
5Lhis docimeni containa neither recommendaiions nor conclusions of the F BI. it i the properly of the FUI and is loaned to ! -

6qur agency; it and its contents are nol to be distributed outside your agency.
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é‘zi'ﬁ Date 8/17/65 3
g % ;
-4 coneK ‘
& . F nt
¥ P —
13 P ‘ ' SR
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)
72 : —ifurInShcd th ;
Ta following information: -~ ; i
:__8 i S :ivisecd he is presently a member o
55 e Oof the Deacons of Defense and Justice (D '
) R - statod that i
;2 e [Jeacons was founded to give the Negroes
53 protection in the community. This group has as its
24 Ob“et‘lv* "Iyetice for 511 men no matter what their
T e [ .

> 5 COLOT ‘
26 i
g?_ legro arezs to see that no churches or homes were ‘

. bombed or burned. [ B patrolled these’ Vo 5
ia'?* =% areas all last winter and that this was stopped a i Y - |
e few months ago. 1D
1

3“‘"’ _stated the dues are $2.00 per
3*? ‘ month but he refused te divulge the amount of the
zg initiation fee, The Deacons do net furnish weapons
;6 to its members although most members own their ¢¥Fn
"Ji* gung and ususlly keep them in their car or at home.
g - — - ?
;5 & STate he Deacons do not have
. a source of weapons ner do they have any cacne hidden
;l anywhere to his knoivledge,
4% BN ;s reminded of the dangers of
t this group araming jillegszlly and committing illegal
44 acteg.
iS
:-6; ﬁ —a.dvised he dees not know how
13 wany members are in the Deacops. The moes{ men he
19 observed at any meeting was between 50 and 75 and
50 : this ¥as appro¥ximaztely three cor four months ago.
:l He advised PERCY LEE BRADFORD iz the President,
52
53 N
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€ HENRY AMOS is the Vice-=President and ELMC JACOBS is a

mamber o0f the Board of Directors.

S -t::cd that to his knowledge

the Deacons of Defense and Justice is a defensive
corganization. BAg such they will defend thenselves

ar th=1r fellow members to any degree necessary.

The Deacons do not go out looking for trouble, but _kaC,
will not run from it 1f and when it comes, i97lj

The followilrg description was obtalned
through observation and interview:

Name:

Date of birth:
Place of birth:
Sexs

Rape ;

Haipght:

Weight:

Eyes:

Heirs

Sceial Securiti:

Male
Rzgro
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13

14

:2 furnished the following i
s - information: :
. ]
#e_w S ::iviscd he is presently a member '3
%%!!ﬁg nf the Deacons of Defense and Justice (DDJ) and has }
1 been a member since the organization was formed. 5
22

23

2 . . S ona 4

2;¢ Jeacons > that everycne. no matter what their

26"" color, gets Justice. They make inquiries when they -
27 are advissd of arrests of their members and they ;
28 . arrange for acttorneys sad attempt to see that the B7C-
o  people get & fair txial. b7D

£ -'{,‘ri)‘=' r E o

N .

;cl)- S :dvised the Deacons do not furnish B 5
;2__-\_ weapons to their members,; but that the majority of

i{?” the members own their own weapons. He advised he

1;' knows of no souree of weapons available to the

i Deacons. ([P 2dvised the organization as such is

56 a. defensive type group and they do not go locking

N for trouble, but he stated if trouble comes to them

3;*_ they will protect themselves to any degree necessary. !
19 . , :
X G iurther stated the organization has

11 no sat dwes and he knows of no fee which must be

12 paid to get intc the organizaticn. He believes thare

. are 12 toc 250 active members in the Jonesboro Chapter,

;: The Deacons also have chapters in Bogalu=sa and Humer,

15 Louisiana.

3 -

45 The dangers of members illegally srming

13 themselves and committing illepal acts was brought

29 to S ~titcntion.

f? Tne following description was obtained during

52
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intervies and from cobservation:

Name:

Race:

Sex:

Height:

Weight:

Eyas:

Hair:

Daie of birth:
Place of birth:
Employment:

W stated that (N ~ou1d

be able to furnish information concerning the
membership
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There is being set forth a reproductlon 0f the
official identification papers which i1s carried
by members of the Deacons of Defense and Justice b1e.
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) was advised of the i
N ng Agents. o
L2
13 stated the Deacons for Defense and Justice 1s an
14 incorporated organization and has received a charter from the
L9 "State of Louisiana. He saild National Offices for the Deacons
16 for Defense and Justice are located at Jonesboro, lLouisiana. g
w7 He stated (first name unknown) ERADFORD is the National President i
L8 and HENRY AMOS is the National Vice President. Both ERADIFORD -
;%iiagg and AMOS live in Jonesboro, Louisiana.

RN
? . -

23 '

25 Bl
26 stated the Deacons for Defense and Justice have Jp719‘
27 & rule agalnst divulging any information relating to the strength :

- of membership, the activitles of the Deacons for Defense and
zﬁ%&!!E( Justice, and the ownership of arms kept by the members of this

h organization. He sald he, therefore, could not furnish any
‘l : further information regarding the Deacons for Defense and
1231 Justice and any other information concerning this organization
330 - would have to be obtained from the National Offices in Jonesboro,

78 Loulslansg. He added that for members to glVE uny other infor-
25 mation would be "like cutting off your nose to splte your face.

49
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was advised o e ldentity and official capacity
of Interviewing Agents.
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— o p

- At the outset of the interview was advlsed that
we wished to talk to him about the organization, Deacons for

Defense and Justice. said he would give no information

et all regarding the organization, Deacons for Defense and Justice,

nor would he admlt being an officer or member of this organization.

He said any information obtained concerning the organization would

have to he given In the presence of the entire assembly of the _b']C/
Deacons for Defense and Justice. b1D

Tl el Rl S B

24 ] reiterated that he would provide no information
255 at all regarding this organization, its cfficers, members, ;
26 activities, purpose or method of operation. j

7€0n 8/5/65 o Bogalusa, Louisiana 7 File # NO 157-3290
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telephonically advised
that the Deacons for Defense and Justice
originated in Jonesboro, Louisiana, with seven original members.
Ee sald ERNEST/JOHNSON is the Regional Head for the Deacons for
Defense and Justice. He stated that the Bogalusa Chapter of
the Deacons for Defense and Justice was chartered through the
parent chapter at Jonesboro and that part of the dues collected
from the members of the Bogalusa Chapter is supposed to go to
the Jonesboro Chapter. | : vz
S
WP cdvised that CEARLES SIMS is financial secretary
for the BVL and is also head of the Bogalusa Chapter of the
Deacons for Defense and Justice.

2' —
LAy

/‘F

S urther advised that ERNEST JOHNSON is presently
in Northern California attempting to raise money for the Jonesboro
area and that SIM3 has stated he wishes to go back to Southern
California and attempt to raise more money in that area.

4 | f"'“*l\“w'!'if%!_
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thst ALBERT DAVIS, _
Bogsalusa, Louvisiana, is the Tresasurer and acting i
gcretary for the Deacons of Defense and Justice; and that bl
Bogalusa’ and L7

- A g e

S

g s-? ¥
[m-.la\m-n-uwr. L
x [ ' : i‘." ‘_. “
o B . LR )

Lo T

07 Y g .15 sre members of the ) T
;; ogalusa Chapte the Deacons of Defense and Justice. o '
;3 the Deacons of Defense and Justice are(:/)

Sy presertly tryving to find a place and date for fire-arms

;g_‘ prictice %= in the past this training bas been on an individuszl
it basis. He further reported that the present ceost of joining

32 the Pzscons of Defense and Justice is $10. and there is @

= $2. wontbly dues assessment. ;
28‘.-‘ i - ;
?E§?5* The' organization outlaiwed automatic rifles but :
;0]'7 astomatic pistcls sre allowed. According to the informant,

;é ) the orgarnization has obtained K-1°s {(not specified as

i?kfl whether rifles or carbines) sleng with 30.0 rifles.

34 ' furnished

35 the follcowipng information conceraing Bogalusa Deacons of

Dafanse sand Justice:
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13

14

35 The foilowing is a partial 1list of membexrs of the
L6 Bogeluza Deacons for Defenss and Justice (DDJ):

% CHARLES SIMS, President

ROYAN BURRIS. Vice-President

It is believed that Bogalusa DDJ deoes not possess
any mazchine guns, ¥-14 rifles, or granades.
purchased military surplus arms

hesSe puUrchases ars
belisved to & de arms. The only other
egeliprent p*esentlv kacwn 1o De possessed by ihe Bogalusa
DRI are walkies talkies.

The Boggluga DDJ is rremantly meintazining a
curisw oi one-half hour after Megro rallies in the Kegro
coemmunity of Bogaluss., Any Megro on the streats after the ;
curfew is ordered to go ito their bomes imwmadistely. The |
receognition signal when approsching DDJ members &t night in '
a2 vebicle is to turn the vehicle's headlights off and on
OnCE .

!!"‘f*-‘\-g‘ar-"r"r’?, 7 .
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Sore of the expenses of the Bogaluza DDJ are
reimbursad by the Bogzlusa Voters League {(BVL) and for
this reason CHARLES SIMS was made financial secretary for
the BVYL.

ERNEST JOHNSON, alsoc known s

Chilly, president of the Jonesboro DDJ, 'is presently in

Northern California attempting to rai@e meney for the

Joneégoro DD and is staying at residence.

A T it o f
! Negrces in Plaquemine; Louisiana, recently asked

fer bhelp in forming a Plaquemine Chapter of the DDJ and

on Augvst 1, 1965, CHARLES SIMS and ROYAN BURRIS went to

Plaquemine in order to help in this endeavor.

Mcnrce, Louisiana, aznd Ferriday, Louisiana, bave
alse regussiad assistance in ferming DDJ chapters.
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2 ' On June 10, 1965, MENNENEEEED Ncgro nalc SN

28 F |

= ]

fsg;;ﬁ indiczted that a Chapter of the Descons for Defense. and ;

%w Justice had been formed in Homer, Louisiznsz. P icdicated |

70"V' that the organization, exclusively composed of local Negro |

‘_;1 m2les, had originally been formed by Negroes in Bogalusa and

- _ Jonesboro, Louisiana, as a self-protection group.

23 cortinved to sxplain that the organizaticn was active in

34“; - - sreds where Civil Rights actiwity had either actually cr was

‘2‘2 preaumed to potentially precipitate violence against Negzoes

.l wg

27 . by iccal white segregationists. bf{@

gm S s:i¢ that the specific purpose of the '71

i group was to arm themselves and to "meet force with force” |

30 0 in such instances 28 local white men employed force or

31 ) "terror tactics" against Negroes. (P vas emphstic -

‘Z@f  in stressing that the organizaticon intended no sggressive

3. _ or viclent action ag@inst any individuxl or group, a&nd that

34 no memter of the orgznization would employ any tvpe of feorce

;2 unless such acticon was initiated against him first.

> —furnished z 1ist of Negro male individuzls

38T vho zre currently members of the Homer, Louisiana Chapter of

ig - the oxganization and the positiogs they occupy as follqw5:“r .

il ] Ge@rg@%godd Homer, Louisisna President

42 Fred ‘Lewis Vice Presiden
Secretary

. Financial
: Sécretary

Tressurer _
Member
Member
Membaer
Kenmbe
Membexr
¥ember

Member

35 s
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e following persons have now become members:
-

1)

2}

(v
4
RE T CFUTER VI POy

28 ; 3) ;
:gm' . ki :
2T )}f é . i
w0 A !

1250 VO i

130 ;

34

35 1 B |
36,

g P8

387 - : -

19 :

10 - 7

11 .

12 !

33 ©8)

37
+ s stated the organization |
49 hes not purchased any wespons of any type and theres are
30 no plans in the immediate future to purchass ¥eepcns. Hs
jl s2id the organization dos= not own any wsapons of any kind,
32 zlthough individual members do own various types of hunting
53 . ahotguns and rifles.
&£ - 46 -
e
56
57 _ ,
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BN : ivized the organizstisn Das nci been
aotive gl%h@ugh seversl of the mevbers have been mreating
pach Tussday night at the Masonic Hell in Hemer. Hs said
there zre usually 10 or 12 pembers in sttsndance. He
zxid the group is waitinz for somecone from the Jonssboro,
Louisians, Chapter of the Deacors for Defepse and Justice
t¢ core to Homar to advize tham zs to what sctivity they
&Y I undertak He advised tbut until somscne from
Jonasoirs piaims how the orgrnizstion warks, thsre will
be no net tv of the Homer, Luoulsiana, chaprer.

5

L

ko

furnished
the following ianformaztion on August 3, 1965:

He iz femiliiar with the Negroas %ho make up
the Heomer, Lolisians, Chapter <f the Dezcons Ior Detenss
ard Justice. All of the members sxe long time rssidents-

of that parizh and none of them bheva a racord {or szﬂﬂmg,
Hda bhas no informstion ihe srgenizalicn 13 &andﬂviﬂg fi

srms. iz bhas not seen any sctiviity from ibhs organizaticn
until this fime.

I Ra T2
bl
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The los Angeles Times, Los Angeles, California ,
dated June 13, 1965, carried a story concerning the Deacons
for Defense and Justice in which the writer stated that
the Deacons claimed that they bad machine guns and hand
grenades for use in racial warfare. ERNEST THOMAS, 3Z, of
JoneSboro, who was described as an official and fuil-time
organizer for the Deacons, according to this article, told
newsmen that there were 50 to 55 chapters of the Deacoans
in Louisianz, Mississippl, ard Alabama, and fund-raising

- unlts were being established in Sazn Francisco, New York,
and other large cities.

A

2 - This article further stated thiat &t interviews
}ggag% with members of the Deacons, indications were made that this
Safe - group vas armed with pistols and rifles, and THOKAS stated,
11' . "We bave contacts in Chicago and Houston for autcmatic .

32 - weapons--for .50 caliber and .30 caliber." THOMAS gdditionally

stated that they had machine guns and hand grenades for use in
racial strife.

36 Investigations conducted at Chicsgo and Houston have
A i not developed any informaticn thst would indicate that any
33!?t large gquantity of weapons has baen 80ld to any individusls
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It is to be noted that the Fox and Wolf Hunt
a5 Club is affiliated with the Revolutionary Action Movement
M (RA¥). A characterization of RAM is contained in the
- appendix section of.this report.
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14 REVOLUTIQNARY ACTION MOVEMENT (RAM)
L5 : , N
167 '
e Cn November 3, 1964, a source made available a document

Eﬁaﬁitled, *The Revolutiornary Action Movement Manifesto™, the
;gyapment having been obtained by the source from an individual

L3

own to be a membmr of RAM,

1

2 This documeni siated, in part, thet RAY was officially
>grganized in the Vinter of 1963, by Afro~Americans who, support
2¢he revolutionsry objectives of RCBERT F, WILLIANS, now residing
250 Cubz, and Lis concept of organized violence tc schieve the
2biberaticn of the Afro-American pecple in the United States. This
2qanifestio -reflected that RAM had ariented ita program to one of
28ducation and political revolution and the crganlzation of a
2YBESek" roliticzl party with revoluticnary objectives, having
ecornized the need for & "black revolution" that could and would

4 e Nt Nt N ey ol o] N Nl L L

lzeize power. RAM philosophy is described in this document
'25:. cne of revolutionary naticnaliswm, that is, one ianvelving
32he siruggles of the non=white races of the world sgainst
léxploitaticn and enslavement by the white capitalist and

[ RS I g}

JSmperialist nations. 3
36 . . ;
3 i Regarding WILLIAMS; above, it should be noted that,o%#,/r’/’#f,

3Rugust 28, 1961, a Federal warrant was issued at Charlotte,
1Borth Carolina, charging him with Unlawful Flight to Avoid -
ibPrcsecuticn for the Crime of Kidnappimg. Subsequent to the
jissuance of this warrant, WILLIANS fled the United 3tates

i2o Cuba, where he now publishes 4 monthly newsletier

<gntitled "The Crusader" from Havana.

a4 -

s On Kovember 16, 1965, a second source advised that he
tdearged recently from a RAM member that the orgapization was
1begup in Detroit, Michigan, largely under the impetus of

1 DON/:FREEMAN, Cleveland, Ohio, described as the "Father" of
1AM 'and referred to as RAM's "Black Stalin', FREEMAN now
SGerves as RAM Chairman, with MAXWELL STANFORD, Pbiladelphia,
Pennsylvania, serving RAM as Field Chairman. This second

5&ource advised that there is no formal headquarters, ‘as such,
3%¥or RAM at present, but that headquarters sre, in effect, with

an s fmtR g WIS TS

wh Amais rL TSVl ey -
ﬁEELmN since he plays a dominan® role in the lemdership

: dpfirects the policies and;activities of the oxrganization,
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137 FBI SANANTON
.Y 615 PM,CST 8/19/65
6l ! /1

(157-2466)

- THE COMMITTEE TO AID THE DEACONS - RM

RE SAN ANTONIQ AIRTEL AUGUST NINE LAST.

UNIVERSITY CAMPUS.,
, COMMITTEE TO AID THE DEACONS PRESENTS:

g~ ARMED SELF DEFENSE.

S AUSTIN AWARE OF MEETING.

- BUREAU WILL BE KEPT ADVISED.

<~ .ﬂmummmala@mm
N U, S. DEPARTMENT

COMMUNIGAHO& aECﬁOﬂ

z@ 1665
~E

_URGENT  LAL

€157-413)

. OF TEXAS, AUSTIN: TEKF\S: ADVISED INSTANT DATE THAT UNIDENTIF‘IED

INDIVIDUAL PLACED A LARGE NUMBER OF PLACARDS AT VARIOUS POINTS ON

WHICH PLACARDS READ AS FOLLCWS:

AUGUST NINETEEN, EIGHT P.M._a

(Y] e

7 61

/1/0}’3 zjw"“é 10
ALL IHFORMATION CONTAINED
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED

MARK KLEIN SPEAKING ON -
THE NEXT STAGE IN THE NEGRO STRUGGLE.

ADMI SSI(_)N FREE.

.
Mr. Tolzon
M, Belmont.
Mr. Mohr__
5fr. Deloae
Mr. Casper . __

Mr. Caua‘mn
Mr. Conrad

Mr, Felt -
Mr. Gale___¢ i JL
Mr. Rosen__poky

Mr. Trotter,
Tele. Room ____ 1

’\uas Holmef L3

QUOTE THE

UNIVERSITY

UNQUOTE

MATTER BEING FOLLOWED AND

LHM FOLLOWS. /g\ 7 3( ()b'“ 1,/ fa_

7/””31»/“ REC- 16 78 AUG 23 1965 \
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Y2 (S phie SR Mr. Tols i
reEAL B e msnu:m- ! Mr. Tolson.. )
COMMUNIC: (ONS SECTIOF [ By

My, Deloachi}) 3
AUG 201965 10/ i Deloseh— |
"! Mr., Callahan__Zj ] - 5%y
TELETYPE M.
Mr
Mr.

Mr.
Tele. Room
Miss Holmes.__-}
Miss Gandy.

IME COWMITTEE TO AID THE DEACONS. RACIAL MATTER.

PR 5or

P

3

3

;J MEETING HELD AS SCHEDULED, NO INCIDENTS, NO ARRESTS, LHM FOLLOWS.
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(Type in plain text or code}

s |
(Priority or Method of Mailing) i Tel

DIRECT'OR, FBI {157-2486)

I5 Mr.

I} Mr.

8| Mr.

- : Mr,

Date: Aug. 20, 1965 i e
{ Mr,

i My,

|§ Mr.

IE Mr.
Mr.

Miss_Holwes — 1
Miss Gandy____1 §,

Alobr .

DeLoach...L. !
Casper
Calia]mn__-,.,_ .
Conrad. ...
Feit
Gale. -1 -
Rosen— 1 1.
Sulliva
Tavel ‘
Tlotter__,_._i_.

e. Room

SAC, SAMN ALTOITIO (167-413)

! |
THE COMMIZTER TO AID THE DEACONS
RM

Re San Arntornic teletype dated 8/19/65.

Enclosed herewith for the Burean are eight copies of LHM

?.Haptioned matter suitable for dissemination.
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P ‘wr l -
eibs -~ Cogics of the L¥IM have been disseminated locally to OSI, ’
193k, ONE, 11282 INT'C and two copics to Secret Service { -
3 3 [ . . . -L/
145 o Tae Special Agent at Austin, Texas, who received the in- . Yic |
35| formaticn from S, - cct out in attached LEM, is— Sl
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B ETOS B e N i STICKE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
San Anfonio, Texas
August 20, 1965

[ELINER BES AR By R

Fa b N <
:}'- ‘ -

- "In Reply, Please Refer to
o
' File No.

12
13 THE COMMITTEE TO AID THE DEACONS

14

L] .
i6 . E
-7 On August 19, 1965,
L8

LUriversity of Texas, Auslin, Texas, advised a Special Agent of |
Jpome-the FBI at Austi», Texas, fhat an uridentified individual had placed a large .

21 ~  number of placards 2t various points on the university campus some time !J:ﬂC
22 arousd 2:00 P, M., Avgust 19, 1965. [P siated the placards were e
23 remeved vpor being discovered.

24

56?"‘—':;:, B ;- cd the placards are.described as 14" x 24" and read
27 as follows: ) : J e 4
28 i . - i
ST "Tie Committee to aid the Deacons present: MA{?A@IN |
30 - speaking on armed self-defense, the next stage i the Negro |
LT struggle, Uriversity YMCA, Thursday, August 19, 8:00 P.. M., ’
;3}{& : admission free."

ig‘ | On August 8, 1965, KLEIN described "The Deacons" as an armed | -
38 Negro self-deferse group. " |
2.

;3-‘? stated thal (> - wcll as the
19 ‘ have been informed regarding these placards and '
30 ihe poopusaed necling scheduled at the University YMCA, August 19, 1965,

il ai 8:00 P. M.

12

Z: This documer!. cortains neither recommendations nor conclusions
i of the FEI, it is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its
16 corleris are 10! to be distributsd outside your agency.

17

{8

19

i ALL IHFORIIATIZN CONTAINED,

52 HEREIN IS UiiCLASSIFIED
P DATE 1730 DY S/ fot L0

56 . ;
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5 FBI
)
7
B Date: 8/21/65
9 gsmit the following in ,
(Type in plain text or code)
Airxrtel Adirmadil

(Priority or Method of Mailing)

_______________________________________________ L_______“;t
Director, FBI (157-2466) |
SAC, Albany (157-163) RUC
ﬂ)EACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE |
RACTAL MATTERS ALL IHFORMIATION co 1TAlNED

l L}

HEREIN lS a.:’i CLLASHE

Re San Antonio airtel to Bureau 8/9/65.

: Orl & . 5
00 Neﬁ rleans - Uﬂlt [ﬁ(;&p A;QL

Following information made available on 8/19/65, by .

o

44 !

15 Luj“ Bureau (RM)

qg 3 - San Antonio (Encl.l) (RM)

18 9 - New Orleans (157-3290) (RM)

49 4 - Albany

cq | (1 - 157-163) c 31 /
e (1 - 105-6131) LS —
52 Wk (@@ - 100-19350)  EX- 100

33| 6. (1 - 100-19317)  ~

ﬁiw CWR/bsp o

Sgin H (12) A
53T s

58 . _ '

:'_.9 j i Approved AR Sent

™ st R \ \'s pecial Agentin Ch.arge
jr‘,j_ 5“9 l}r‘ .3 r“ ‘”.1 1?

92 ,‘" . o

- -'" i Sy ..,f\ Tt ",ﬂ"" V"\u'**;r-r: e a -
"f:f b-c?-% W J{}._iw 'r*-g_.v"%,,
"""““_N R "}““" ”L*“‘VJPJ TN Mﬁ‘ Q‘




FD-529 (10-20-78) . L YXXXXX

XYXXXY
XXAXXX
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET
I Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file, One or more of the following statements, where

indicated, explain this deletion.

B/Deleted under exemption(s) _b C ék/ D with no segregable

material available for release to you.

(] Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

{ 1 Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

(3 Document(s) originating with the following govemment agency(ies)
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

— Page(s) referred for consulation to the following government agency(ies);
as the information originated with them. You will
be advised of availability upon retumn of the material to the FBL.

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s}:

"1 For your information:

] The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

XXXXXXXKXXXXEXXXKXX
gg DELETED PAGE(S) §
£ NO DUPLICATION FEE §
XXXXXX X FORTHIS PAGE X
XXXXXX 10.9.0.00.000660009.096¢4

XXXXXX

FBL/DOJ



LIE P rsal TLINS P4l ARTS
501 e ~

: SN
TUNITED STATES G "“RNMENT SN

M Cmorandum

DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466) pate:  8/23/65 i
SAC, MOBILE (157-1017)(RUC) :%'
13 (”7
14 SUBJECT: -~ DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC., aka
25 - : R |
i , (00: New Orleans) !

Reference 1s made to Bureau airtel, 7/19/65,

Investipgation has been conducted in the Mobile

23 Division consisting of contact with racial informants and

24 . Bources, Nepro 1ialgon sources, logical criminal inforumants
25 and apprOpFAaLc law enforcenent officials, No information

26 nas beendveloped which would indicate the existence of

27 arny chapter of subject organization in this Division. |
28 - S
2T Inasmucn as all of the contacts made are negative,
0 no report is being submitted bul the negative contacts are

3l - reflected in the Motile file. -

S Mownile Apents have all been alerted to the
34 yogsivle lornatlion of sulbjzet group in tihds Division and

g i any sucn information is received, it will ve prouptly

316 brought to tue attention of the iureau and New Orieans.

3r

19 *
i0 (2 - Bureau (RM)

31 2 - New Crleans (157-3290)(Ri)

2 1l -~ bobile

<3 JTR:gra

14 (5) pd
15 p

16

18 ALL IFORMATION CONTAINED
9 LEREIN IS UHCLASSIFIED

: DATE]-11-$ BY 2£/ wg/ 92




FBI
Date:8/14/65

(Type in plaointext or cade)

AIR MAIL

{Priority)
TO: . DIRECTOR, FBI

& FRrOM: SAC, NEW ORLEANS (157-5290)

AV )
22" '“DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE

|

Enclosed for the Bureau are eight copies of a , o
letterhead memorandum captioned ‘— JONESBORO, 5_ 7
LOUISIANA." Copies of this LHM being furnished to Ch:Lcago
Detroit, and New York for information., 7 )

Copes of this ILHM are being disseminated to ICG
and Secret Service, New Orleans.
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| ST )& HERE IS U; CLRIFED ek
g {5 - Bureau (Encls; 8) 11”]L 7'/7 ' F\’éhp/ PREE ff
1 ~ Chicago (157%397) (Encl. 1) (Info) : : A
1 - Detroit ( ~835) (Encl. 1) (Info) ' 1
1 - New York @57~927) (Encl. 1) (Info) AN
2 ~ New Orleans il

~ : -: ‘ i
RDW:sab — ' L‘ (} - ?[7- P
AGENCY: ACSI ONL OSI:3 m. s R EC 32 SRR R

10eT: " CR il Wiy i ‘ "
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5
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Ui. ZD STATES DEPARTMENT OF STICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

g W T Y U - e

CONFIYENTIAL

12 Now Orleams, l.ooiglsvs

-3 August 2, 1985

14 oL

Lg - R Sy .‘\‘Tq—b‘ ~8

1 S ITEATION pony or f-'f”f 5

17 ; = -‘IJUACLASSI §§¥F§?N e e

18 [“"-:RLSHQ‘."‘S ? r‘@‘ -

T OTHENTISE F1ins o T

;gf;&«» OIHERWISE .—- JONESBORO, LOUISIAHA,y/f’

22

23

24 |

25 The rollowing informaticn» hLas bean obrxinsd fros

: the files of the New Orleans Office in connecrior with {ﬂriohﬁ

civil rights and racial 1nvest1gat1una which have boown |
conducted; '

!
T
|
|

9
0
1

56" ™ CLASS. & EXT. BY.SP/M/%L 7. /75 o o
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Justice (DDJ) was reported to be organized and Earnest

1
)
On January 5, 1965, the Deacons of Defensze and i

'}’E

Ve i Thomas was reported to serve this organization &s a group !
21 leader. ' tk
22 '

23 '
24

25

26

27

28

2;“4‘1 - .

10 - On February 21, 1985, Earacsl Thomas appgeared zt

LD RE a meeting of Congress of Racial Equality (CORE} workers and
1245 Megro leaders at Bogalusa, Louisiara, tc discuss o*ganivation
330 of the DDJ at Bogalusa.

14

35 f On March 5, 19865, a chrzcoisy was granted to the DDJ
36, ' mt Monroe, Louisiana, reflezviuy Ezrgust Thomas e vice presid
églip- af this organization, register=i agz2dt, :ud memier of the i
g e board of directors.

19

+

il

32

<3

14

{5

i6

47

18

49 On March 20, 196u,

50 ' S -dvised his offlce had

n zwgsré
71 crganization at Jonesboro for the

six m

of tte O0J
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C e

claimed the DDJ wae veve™ mesior oo he svviling
other than defensive to Prevenu kK1an 2rovgs o3d Othols § oo
invading the Negro section ssid PETRETYSaTIT, laaigss .45 on the
Negroes. He sald their WEAPULS Wele ©F Vit (rod svilv. COmMROR)y
W ed in homes in the area.
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On July 2, 1uEH, aceut..dif % shy NEPSPRDEL Htalete

Item of New Orleans, Louisiana, oz tnsgs date, Earnest Tuooum
vas a speaker at Yhe annual convention of CORE at Durisis. o
/North Carolina, #nd that Thomas was one of the speakers .. " .
along with James armer;, Xennet x a Black Muslim Ieader““ﬁ““"
“from Durham, and Bayaﬁﬁfﬁfstin ot New York City who organised
the civil rights marc Washington in 1963. It was T’E#ftbd
that Thomas in his speech attacked the idea of non-violenc

He said th: Deacons was created tc inform the klan thart
Negroes on the whole are not non-vioclient. Thomas WAS T . oited
in this atrtitude by another speaker, Dr, Lonmie X, a B! .k
Huslim minister of Washingvon, D.C., who also spck,. Sayiny

"It is better to spend 30 seconds in the glory of manhosd
than a 1,000 years in the news."

l

A characterization ot thé Yution of Islam is wivs his
hereto in ‘the appendix section. }
!
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

& Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

B/Deleted under exemptionis) —b —b 7 c with no segregable

material available for release to you.

(] Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only,

Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies)
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.
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APPENL X

a b WD O g Y e e 6

"_NATION OF ISLAM, formerly QO%{ Enq]n
12 referred to as the Muslim )
I Cult of Islam, also known as
14 Mubhammad's Temples ¢f Islanm

- T

16 _ NATION OF ISLAM !
ié In Januvary, 1957, a source advised Ei: jah Muhammad ?
19.~h described his organization on a nationwide basis as the i
20" on of Islanm an Muhammad'®s Temples o slam ;
Q"’ﬁti Islan™ (NOI) and "Muhammad's Temples of Islam", ,
21 - i
22 On May 8, 1964, a second source advised Elijah

23 Mubammad is the national leader of the NOI; Muhammad's Temple
24 ©of Islam No. 2, 5335 South Greenwocod Avenue Chicago, Illinois,
25..1s the nz tlonal headquarters of the NOI; and in mid-1960,

26  Muhamm..<. and other NOX officilas, when referring to Muhammad's
27 oOrganization on a nationwide basis, commenced usirg either

28 "Mosque" or "Temple" when mentioning one of  "Muhammad's Temples
2 <P Islam, "

10

11 The NOI is an all-Negro organization which was .-
124 orlginally orgarized in 1930 in Detroit, Michigan. Muhammad

3:‘ ¢laims to have b2eon selected by Allah, th- Supreme Being,

34 to lead the sc~called Negro race out of salvery in the wilderness
25 of Norih America by establishing an independent black nation in
36 the Uuited Starzs. Members followipng Muhammad®s teachings and
33"b;s interprztation of the "Koran' belicve there is no such thing
3g~ as a Negro; that the so-called Negroes are slaves of the white :
13 race, referred to as "white devils," in the United States; and ]
30 that the vhite race, becauge of 1ts exploitaticn of the so-called

31 Negrcoes, must and will be destroyed in the apnroeaching "War of

32 Armageddon,”

44 In the past, officials and members of the NOI,

45 including Muhammad, have refused to register under the pnirovisions
16 ©Of the Selective S=rvice Acts and have declared that nembers

47 Owe no allegiance to the United States.
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¢§ on May 5, 1958, the first source advised Muhammad
18 had, upon advice of legal counsel, tempered his personal
Y. statements and Iinstructions to. his ministers concerning the
z principles of his organization 1in order to avold possible
5 prercutioﬂ by the United States Governmen®; however, he did
5 not indicate any rundamental changes in the teachings of his
23 organization.
24 . On May 7, 1964, a third source advised Muhammad
255 had, early in July, 1058, decided to de-emphasize the religious
3_5; aSpects of the teachings of Islam and to stresa the economlc
R penefits to be derived by those Negroes who Jjolned the NOI.
%?m This policy change, according to Muhammad, would help nim
;"W acquire additional followers and areate more interest in hls
30 programs.
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REVOLUTICNARY ACTICN VOVEVENT (RAM)

1

Cn Novezber 3, 1964, a cource made available a doccument
entitled, "The Revolutionary Actiicn lovement Manifesto", the
;document having been obiained by the source trum an individuul
Xaoowa to be a member of RAU,

. This docunent staued, inrpart, that DAY was officially
: orgznized in the Winter of 1963, by Afro-Americans who gupport
s The revolutionzry objectives of ROBENT F. WILLIAMS, now reciding
*3n Cubz, and his. concept of crgrnized violeace to achieve the
“;iiberation ol the Afro-American people in the Ualted Statez, This
v Banifezto reflected that RAM hzd oriented itz program to cne of

12 ~pducation and ‘political revolution snd the orgrnization of a.

3 . Iblack" political party with revoluticnary objectives, having

34" :.reco~nlzed the need for ¢ "black revolution" that could and would
ag ,i;-pelze .power. RAU philosophy ds degeribed in this decument

1 ' BsS cne of revolutionary naztioaslism, that is, cne invelving.
33i"‘ #.he struggles of the non-white races of the world sgainst

o exploitation and enslavement by the white capiialiut and .

;g “imperialist nations.

Ty - evarding WILLIAMS above, 1t should be noted that on
il August 28, 1961, a Federal warrn ot was lgsued & Chzrlotte,
12— llorth Carolina; charging hik with Unlawful Flight to Avoid

<3 ,Progecution for the Crime of Kidnapping. :Subsequent to the

44 * issuance of this warrant, WILLIALS fled the United States .
15 4o Cuba,. where he now pubLishpe a nonthly newsletter

16 entitled "The Crusader" from Ijavana,

17

18 ! ’ ; on ﬁovember 16, 1965, s secoad source advised that he .
49 learned recently from a RAM.nembar that the orgrnizaticn was

50Q Tegun in Detroit, Michigaa, laryzly under ‘the inpetus of

LCJ FREEMAN, Cleveland, Opio,.dzicribed as the “Father" of
EAK and referred to as RAM' "Black Stalin®, FREEUAN now
Serves as RAM Chairman, with HAXSDIL STANFORD, Philadelphia,
;. ‘Pennsylvania, serving RAMjas Pield Chairngn. This second
T Source adviseqd tThat there ia go formal headquariers, ‘as such,
1Y for RAM at prgsent, but that headguariers, are, ie effect,. with
.= " FREEVAXN gince he plays & dominant role in‘ the lcadership
and directs the policies and act1v1tiea of the organization.
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This second source, in September, 1964, advised that
-RAM is. dedicated to the overthrow. of the capitalist system

zb Ythe United States, by violence if necessary, and to its

21 ;lacement by a soaialistic system orient~d toward the Chinese

o e mn— P, ey i mm e e

unist interpretation of Marxism-Leninism. RAM is entirely
23, n-white in membership, clandestine in nature, and owes its

24 primaxry allegiance:to the "Bandung World", that is, the non-whits
252 races of the world rather than to any national entitm as such.
26 TQ date, according to the second czource, in 1
27 November, 1964, RAM has organized units and membership in several }
28.af the larger cities in the United States east of the Mississippi . -
29-¢%er, and the organization is currently active, attempting to |
30 prgeruit new members and expand its sphere of influence. ‘ .
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF ‘JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

“Ju R eply, Please Refer to ’

Hle No. - San Antonio, Texas
& August 20, 1965
27 ' '
13
14 The Committee to Ald the Deacons
i
16 _ biC.
ir T D
18 advised the scheduled meeting of the Committee to Ald 1

e Deacons was begun at 8 p.m. at the University YMCA, Austin, }

l;"-’*; i

Jo-Terexas, on August 19, 1965, with approximately thirty people :
>1 - present. Thils group was predominately white and only one }
22 Negro girl who 1s a student at the University of Texas was v ‘
23 present, .

24

g i PAUB*?IPKIN member of the Students for a Democratic

;g " Soclety, introduced MARK~KLEIN as program speaker. 5;{{ 7';35'?;ﬂ
28 From 8 p.m, to approximately 9 p.m. KLEIN voiced i -
z&%ﬁﬂCommunistic propaganda and read from numerous books thelr j
39 .contents all favorable to Communism. KLEIN also advocated ‘
11-' that Negroes should all arm themselves and organlze 1nto )

izix groups who could then protect themselves against the Ku Klux

3y - Klan, racists, and law enforcement officers who attack

34, peaceful demonstrations., - -

e KLEIN specfically recommended that each Negro in

sogue addition to having the necessary firearms to defend his home,

3§!ﬂtshou1d have a loaded rifle and pistol in his car at all times
and be ready "to defend the Negroes.,"

11 Following KLEIN's address, approximately one hour

12 question and answer period followed. During this time, KLEIN
23 was "hard put” to Justify his position that armed deacons for
44 defense and Justice would not lead to positive open clashes

15 between whites and Negroes. During this session, KLEIN

! defined his personal posltion as a revolutionary socialist,”

18 " The meeting was adjourned Just prior to 10 p.m. .
in order that KLEIN could watch the 10 p.m. TV news and

:9 determine if the meeting was on local television.
;; There were no incidents and no arrests were made.
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Thne Commlttee to Aid the Deacons’

- &
—

b7

niversity of Texas, informed that Jb?ﬂ
the Committee to Al e Deacons was not an approved University‘
of Texas campus organization.

niversity ol lexas,_ Austin,
Texas, on Novemggr 2, 19gﬂ advised. ;

Students for a Democratic Soclety is an approved
organization of the Unlversity of Texas campus. He described
it as "a political study and action organization. The »
purpose of the organization 1s to work toward a more democratic
soclety." He descrided it as "an educational and social action
crganization that seeks to promote the active participation

A 4+ 4 ~
of students toward construction of a soclal order that is free

from poverty, ignorance; war, exploitations, and inhumanity of
man to man,"

S st:tcd membership is open to students, i
faculty, and others who share the commitments of the organization
to democracy as a means and as a social goal.
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TO: * DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466) ;

FROM; OSAC Jackson (157-3465) (P) = )//JLJ

SUBJECT: DEACONS .OF. DEFENSE
AND . JUSTICE }'%ka i
RACTAL MATTERS s

Re report of SA —dated _b7d/ _ e

8/17/65 at New Orleans. N

Enclosed for the Bureau are eight copies of o A
an LHM and for New Orleans are two copies of same, One ‘
copy each is being sent to INIC, OSI, ONI, and Secret 4+
Service. [JJJ» will also be advised of the developments W)
in tiis matter.
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' Y :
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44 - NEW_ORLEANS DIVISION O CLASS . & EFIEI n% o
¥ (; DATE OF REVIEW __ g A5-5T L
16 )- Bureau (L57-2466) (Eoc 8) (RM) I
47 2 - New Orleans (157-3290) (Enc 2) (RM) TUTtricnoormamen |
: 5 - Jackson (157-3465) | T T
49 _JDI EXCITT VHERE SHOWN ,

:Jg ’ (CL m Ee OTHLI“"IEJE p——" . .’_‘:3 i
3o & cc LIM (L - 100-—J97c,/ , :

533 RB (1 - 157-452) 7 / /Ju "f”;? ,

7 JOL/gim yapney: ACSL ONI OSUARC, FRN; T, T m——e i
h “@‘fﬁ‘*’ (10) DEYT: 18D, CRD 1‘3 g e
;’E “e DATE FORV: AUG 27 jorc { i
't -, 'ﬂ() FOI\}H M [ !'{_l‘_l —— ]

sz g6t U}l / i 7 A, A 1
S i e y

Qo !. & Specrﬁ\ Agent m.Chq;ge




At Bogalusa;-Louisiana

At Jonesboro, Louisiapa

Will héndlé lead as set forth under Bogalusa. §1~

JACKSON DIVISION. T S B PP

At Jacksonl_M1851331pp1

Will maintain contact with sources to obtain
background concerning organization of Mississippi chapter,
. Will attempt to identify all part1c1pants and act1v1t1es
.as well as arms acquired - _ :
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE'

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Jackson, Mississippi
In‘ch[y,Pkasecherlo August 25, 1965
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EAbONS COUNSE
ISSISSIPPI bROU

By ROY REED
Special to The New York ‘[imes

Aug. 28>

1 :...\
4 [ JTACKSON, Miss.,
Saveral sambers of

ekl

the

Dea.
Rt N

a.Scons for Defénse and Justice
1 §eame Trom “Lotisiand today | toi
1te11 Mississippt Negroes ang’
* Jeivil rights workers how to or-
dganize for defense against
whitesterrorism.
acons came in response
i xputldup of racial tencion
2 Mu.sw:nppx Several acts of
I{ olence have occurred durigg
it e last week.

Y-

LA ¥}
%

he: Missizssippi  Freedgm
mocratic party, which is m}l-
2‘1tant!y pro-civil rights and pip-
dominantly Ne"ro sponsored a
< Sfdm*n in Jackson this afternoon
2 g for dissemination of information
on’ the Deacons. The Deacons
27are a loosely organized defense
2 eague formed last year in Lou-
- . lo protect Negroes
R it marauding and haras-
3 Osing whites, Louisiana has cev-
eral chapters.
11" The Rev. Ed King. a leacher.
3 zgt predominantly Negro Tou-
#tlos College at Jackson and
3 3a mamber of the execulive com-
,4m1ttee of the Mississippi Free-
ag om Democratic party, said

e party was not laking a
3 : o A
4 6.,31111 v providing an opportuni

ot

on the Deacons but wa

1. ople to learn more aboyt

3 I
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Bogalusa Delegatlon

Mississippi Negroes are “'vdry
ikterested” in the -Deacons fat
the moment, he said,

Charles Sims, the presidgut
ol the Deacons at Bogalusa,
led a delegation of 10 from
that recently embattled town to
discuss organized defense at
.the Jackson meeting.

Mr. Sims walked into the
WNegro Masonic Hall on Lynch
Street with his coat on his arm,
in deference to the 98-degree
‘weather, and was greeted
warmiy by several white agd
epro civil rights leaders.
Another delegation of Deg--

cens met  with Negroes {
tchez todoy, ‘
Negroes there have bedn’

angry and edgy since a homb)
exploded in the car of Georgel
Metcalfe, president of the Nat-}
chez branch of the Na.tmnall
Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People on Fri-J
day and injured him seriously,
Young Negroes have gath-
ered on the streets the last two
nights and shouted threats at
passing white motorists. A few
rears, including police cars, have
been hit by bricks, botiles and
tomatoes.
jNegrees blame the Ku Kihdx
an for most of the violende
Natchez and elsewhere
Mississippi, !
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Charles E of Jackson,
shite SECrewary of - the
AACP., who hurried {to

Nptchez and helped prevent bn
agtiwhite outbreak after e
bgmbing, said today:

“I want to say this to the ku
Klux Klan: Stay out of the
Negro section at mnight, Were

gomg to protect ourseives.”

He had warned earlier that

Negroes were armed heavily at
Natchez and were ready to
start using guns to stop har-
assment and terrorism.

A member of the Student
Nonviolent Coordinating Com-
mittee said at Jackson that
Deacons were meeting today
with Negrees in at least two,
other Mississippi towns, Green-'
Lv:lle 156 miles up the Missis-’
isippi River from Natchez, and
'Columbia, in the south-central
part of the state.

. .The week of violence and ten..
"sipn began last Sunday nig
.when the Rev. Donald Thom
|sdn, a white Unitarian min.isﬁ’:

who has been active in civ
rights work, was gunned do
and seriously wounded by a
shotgun attack outside his
apariment house. ’

Mr. Thompson was shot two
days after a shotgun attack in
‘Lowndes County, Ala., killed a
white Episcopal seminarian and
critically wounded a white
Roman Catholic priest.

A group of religious leaders
at Jackson took a full page
advertiscment in the Sunday

newspaper here today and de-
nounced the attack on Mr.,
Thompson. |

A member of the :M]SSISSI]JPI!
Freedom Democratic parly re-,
ported last mnight that thre
crosses were burned earlier {i:

e evening at Philadelphi

fiss. He said gunfire had bee
cported near a house wherd.

ivil rights workers were stay-!

ihg.
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S S UNITED STATES G “NMENT A
¢« Memorandum
: TO DIRECTOR, FBI ( 15 9. 24 0(6) DATE:  8/27/65
15 FROMo SAC, CHARLOTTE (157-882) (RUC)
13 .
14"
2 SUBJECTS (' DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE
T3 RACIAL MATTERS
;é {00: NEW ORLEANS}
1-. I
20

Re Bureau airtel, 7/19/65.ﬁf)

Informants and sources of the Charlotte Office
contacted concerning captioned organization have advised
they have no information relative to the Deacons of
Defense and Justice or indicating that any chapters«of
this organization have been or are being formed.

The Bureau and New Orleans will be promptly
advised upon receipt of any pertinent information con-
cerning captioned organization.
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THE COMMITTEE TO AID THE DEACONS

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are eight copies

_of LHM on captioned matter suitable for dissemination.

‘Copies of the LHM have been disseminated locally to 0SI,

/" ONI, 112th INUC, and two copies to Secret Service.
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CHNITED &£ WS ws DEFAKLEENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION i
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e In Reply, Pleasc Refer to )
. File Ne, San Antonio, Texas
: August 26, 1965
;
1

38: THE CONMITTEE TO AID THE DEACONS

-t ps per poa

[ . RV. RPN R
- :

' i
1 on August 25, 1965, QUGN
20 mE * advised a Special Agent of the FBI |
21 at Auvztin, Texss, that a meeting would be held by the Committee|
2 te Ald the Dezcons beginning at 8 p.m. on August 25, 1965.
23
24 Tr.is meeting is to Le held at the Community Ceater

ﬁs,é ' located 1192 Angelina Strxeet, which is located in the Negro

26 section of East Austin, Texas. L
27 ' o !
28 The listed speaker for this meeting is MARK KLEIN %
29 ard his topic will be "The Trutn About the Deacons". -i
10 -
- . !
31f On Avgust 8, 1965, KLEIN described the "Deacons" ¥
1255 as an arimaed Negro self defense group, !
335’ “ |
34 oo Auvgust 26, 1965, SNINENEGEGGGNE |
35S sdvised a Special Agent of ;
36, the FBI at Augtin, Texas, that the above Committee to Aid -
33.-p- the Dexcons wet at 8 p.m., August 25, 1965, at the ;
g~ Cozmunity Center, 1192 Angelina Street, Austin, Texas. j
39 i
i0 This address is in eas! Austin and in the Negro
11 seotion of Austin, Texas.
42 '
<3 _ There were sixteen people in attendance, nine of
44 which were Negro and seven whites.
15 '
16 MARK KLEIN was the speaker at this meeting and
17 his publicized speech as reflected by more than 2,000
i circulars ddstributed throughout Austin, Texas, on August 25,
49 1965, gdvertising this meeting was “The Truth ubvut the
3 Deacons'.
31 ' e
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THE COMMITTEE TD AID THE DEACORS . |

£

L2 EREYY rraotiowlly repeated the same discussion he

13 had previcusly; given »: the University IYIMCA on the night of

14 August 19, 1$85. RL¥Y!IYN agsin sdvcecated the Communist party

25 line, ruad excerpis fyns vsriows pamphlets and bogks, all of

18 which <o funvaorabls 19 Commupiom, KLELN agaip urged all

L7 Negroes to cegrnize dnio groups and to arm themselves for ;
18- their “own protection.® ;
v |
2 The meerting adjourned shortly before 10 p.m. {
2 withaont incident.

3 .
23 KLRTN wrdnad hig ngip .cintrent at the small turnout
24 - | in view of the publicity this mceting hxd been given.

2 =

26/ : 5
27, The Augint 8, 1862, issue of the San Ahtonio

28 Light, & daily newspiper in San Antonie Texas

ST carried &n article stating that MAR&“KT%IN ;
2 '77 Corpell Yniversity stuodent, is respoansible for

- the forssticn of the Cormittse to Aid the Deacons, - -

2% the purpoess «f which is to xid "the Deucons for

3300 deferzs §nd jvstice.” KLEIN described the "Deacons"

347 a8 o oaonzl kegre z2:1f defense group.'

s

36, .
3%!'}

38 e N :
19

10

il

12

s

14

15

16

17 )

18 Thig dociment contains neither recommendations nor

19 conclusions of the PRI. 1t 15 the property of the FBI and is

30 ilganed to your sgency; it snd its contents are not to be

Tl distributed cutside your agency.
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of contents of the LHM.

LA ARSI L \uunu‘), 0[44/00 : a\‘?’YhD“ t
DETROIT, MICH. oo~ T |
RACIAL MATTERS B , ',ﬂ RS na Vﬁ;
Remyairtel with LHM dated 8/12/65, 2 v €
3 Ty
3 Enclosed for the Bureau are elght copies of a letterhj? 5
14 memorandum. Two copies of the LHM are being furnishe!
3 the New Orleans Office.
3 : ._,‘f:
2 One copy of LHM being furnished G-2 and two copies being 7 [T
36, furnished U.S. Secret Service, both Detroit, Mich. ) ;14,7:2%{_
R . '\ ‘-w- ‘
a —(u BT
3 ;
3 have been apprlsed 1571)'¢ﬁi
3
1#.
4

. s
LHM being classified ”Confldentlal" since data furnished . |-
by the source utilized could reasonably result in the

E;: : R
g

4§ _ identification of a confidential informant of continuing /}9’/
”5' value and compromise effectiveness thereof,
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UNITE 'TATES DEPARTMENT OF JUS 'E

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

B8\ /,
SO
>

CONEIDENPIAL :

5 Detroit, Michigan - ;
v August 24, 1965/
i :
L2 lp//,
~3 Re: Appearance of Robert Hicks, Vice-President, _

}4_ Bogalusa (Louisiana) Deacons for Defense .

;5_ and Justice Sponsored by Group on Advanced _

:f- Leadership (GOAL), August 22, 1965,

:é Detroit, Mlchigan

-~ : emrane & et [
Y- g uer

21 On August 23, 1965, a source, who has furnished

22 reliable information in the past, advised that on August 22,
23 1965, beginning at approximately 3:00 PM, a freedom dinner
24 ) for the Deacons of Bogalusa, Louisiana, was held at 4472
25 Chene Street, Detroit, Michigan. Source advised that

26 - approximately 300 individuals were present at this affair
g; "' and admission was by ticket at a cost of $3.00 each.

e ) ;
T According to the source, Henry King, who was P
0 - an official in the GOAL when it was in existence served PRI
Il - as the Master of Ceremonies. He introduced Rlchardiﬂenry,‘ —
1240 - who was the president of GOAL, and Henry delivered the l
32, first speech. Henry talked of GOAL as having been strictly
14 an all Negro organization except for a few Caucasians who
a5 happened to be married to Negroces. He said the Negroes
36, struggle for freedom must continue and surmised that there
Ij"p would be other outbreaks of violence like the one which
BY: el had earlier occurred in Watts, California. Henry said :
29 the United States of America is militarily powerful .
30 nevertheless, Negroes will have to fight periodically
1l even though they cannot win against the government's might.
427X He said that violence at times was the only way of letting
<37 "Mr. Charlie"” know that the black people/ were tired of
44{ﬁ\ being pushed around. Z{
15\ o
16??\ As Henry was speaking, John Conyers, Jr., U.S,
TN Congressman from the First Congressional District, Detro1t f
187\ entered and Henry commented that he was glad to know Mr.
49:; Conyers could come to such a meeting. Henry also
500V acknowledged the presence of Congressman Charles-Diggs /u.f-ﬂ
310Y from the U.S. 13th Congressional District. Henry said .—--
327”_J he was a strict believer in the 'co-~op'" system but would

3ﬁﬂ{_ not fight with other Negroes who were coming together ;

A for the cause of the civil rights struggle. |
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Re: Appearance of Robert Hicks, CONFIDENEEAL
Bogalusa Deacons for Defense
and Justice Sponsored by GOAL

I D e e D
_— Lt

T

»

N Source advised that other speakers at this affair

l were Congressmen Conyers and Diggs. According to the

14 source, Mr. Conyers stated he did not believe in violence

5 but felt a man was less than a man if he would not defend

16 himself, his property and his family. He said it was the :
<7 constitutional right of every American to '"take up arms in '
8 self-defense" if law enforcement agencies failed to provide i
r@;;ga said defense. Conyers spoke of police brutality in Detroit ;
207" and said it had long been an issue with Negroes. He said

21 - Negroes must register and vote to defend the bigots who

22 constantly support police brutality and deny the Negroes

23 their basic rights. He said the Watts incident was a war

24 ~ between the '"haves and the have nots". He said it was

2570 nothing but a class war fought by people who live in ghettos

26 without jobs and decent houses. He stated "Hear me Mr.

President, you had better take the money you are spending in |

Vietnam to fight an uncalled for war and spend it here on

the big city slums or else you will have more class wars" *
Conyers talked of the reglstrars presently in the !

South as being inadequate and he stated he would see the

U.S Attorney General on Monday and advise him that they

347 will not settle for anything less than a registrar in ;
25 every county in the South.
36 .
ZQIﬁp According to the source, Congressman Diggs stated
IR = he had heard of the Deacons for Defense and Justice in
319 Louisiana and acknowledged that various situations in the
10 civil rights movement called for new techniques and
i1 approaches. Mr. Diggs said he had talked with U.S. Attorney
12 General Katzenbach on Friday and voiced dissatisfaction
23 with the number of voting registrars presently supervising
44 voting registrations in the South. He indicated his pleasure
i5 at seeing so many persons present at this dinner.
i6
17 Among other speakers at thlS affair, according to
18 the source, were Robert Hicks, President of the Voters
49 League in Bogalusa and a charter member of the Deacons P
30 ' for Defense and Justice, and CharlesYS4ims, another member ..
11 of the Deacons from Bogalusa. ‘
52
53 According to the source, Mr. Hicks related the
5 #L' experiences and background of the civil rights struggle in
i | |
360 7
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T . » Re: Appearance ¢:i Robert Hicks, CONEIDENTTIAL !
5 " Bogalusa Deacons for Defense

97, and Justice Sponsored by GOAL

2 Louisiana. He said the Deacons came into existence because

3 the police of Bogalusa simply refused to protect Negroes

4 and the whites who were trying to help. He said several
LT northern white university students had come to Bogalusa

6 to help them organize. He said the Deacons came about

8

1

. because one night the sheriff had appeared at his home

18 and demanded that they turn over to the Klan the young
1%&;&& white students who were in Bogalusa helping them. He

2o~ ®#- said the police were ordered out of the home and when

21 the Klan appeared and fired into the house they, the

2 Deacons, returned the fire and that is how they came into

existence, He said the Governor of Louisiana signed the
charter legalizing the existence of the Deacons.

Hicks said the Negroes plight in Bogalusa was
helped when the Klan refused to let Congressman Brooks
Hays of Arkansas appear there. Hicks said that white
persons from all over the country wrote letters of
disapproval c¢iting the issue of free speech, Consequently,
the political leaders of the city declared an all Negro
day which permitted the use of all facilities without
discrimination. Hicks praised the efforts of Mr. John
Doar, Assistant Attorney General in Charge of the Civil
Rights Division, U.S. Department of Justice, and he
commented that Mr. Doar had done much to help. Hicks
said that their cause was also helped by the presence of
50 FBI agents. Hicks commented that one of the agents
was taking pictures and a Klansman attacked him. Hicks
. said the Klansman was immediately arrested and later tried

11 and sent to a Federal prison and that quieted the Klan for
s a while, Hicks said he locked forward to the day when
21 whites and Negroes could 1live in peace together. He
14 said he was disappointed by things in the North because
15 he thought there was a different atmosphere here.
13 ' According to the source, Mr. Sims mentioned in
18 his speech much of the same material which had been
49 stated by Robert Hicks. Sims spoke of future harmony
50 - among the races and of the day when the whites and the
1 Negroes could live peaceably together. He said the
52 white man respects three things, namely: (1) money;
53 (2) the vote, because he controls everything that way;
<o - and (3) power or force. He said white people have never
i!?gﬁ hesitated to go to war when their freedom was in jeopardy. !
56 7 '
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Re: Appearance of Robert Hicks, CONEIBENETAL
Bogalusa Deacons for Defense
and Justice Sponsored by GOAL

He said the Deacons intend to fight until they have the
"whole hog" as they have 'backed up to the river and
will either drown or fight".

Source advised that $509.00 was contributed during
this affair to the cause of the Deacons in Louisiana,
Source said this money was presented to Robert Hicks on
the stage at this affair as soon as it had been counted.

A 3 . .
According to the source, Hicks and Sims stated they had

to catch a plane back to Louisiana that same evenings

This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents
are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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Copies of this LHM are being disseminated
locally to 0SI, ONL, INTC, and U, S. Secret Service,

Two copies of LHM are being furnished Houston
and San Francisco for lnformatlon.
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THE COMMITTEE TO AID THE DEACONS

Y i R N~
.gi; { By

!

1‘.

; |
L N |
T The August 8 1965, issue of the San Antonio . |
50 nght, a dally newspaper in San Antonlo, ‘Texas,

21 carried an article datelined Austin, Texas, ,
2 stating.that Mark Klein, a Cornell University '
23 student, is responsible for the formation

24 of the Committee to Aid the Deacons, the

265 purpose of which is to aid "the Deacons

26 for defense and justice", Klein

27 described the "Deacons™ as "an armed Negro

28 self defense group", i
29 ]
g This document contains neither recommendations nor

Il conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and. .

1245 is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to

3 be distributed outside your agency.
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UsTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

: .' Reply. Please Refor to

San Antonio, Texas
No.: C

August 28.,. 1965 CONFKNT]AE

R b bt MDD SN U e

Title THE COMMITTEE TQ AID THE DEACONS
Character

Reference  San Antonio memorandum
dated and captioned as above,

All sources (except any listed below) whose identities
aye concealed in referenced communication have furnished
reliable information in the past.

49 This document contains neither recommendations .
50 nor COHClUSlonS of the FBI, It is the property of the

1 FBI and is loaned to your agency ; it and its contents

52 are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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2. DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, AKA. RM. 00 NEW ORLEANSA

U. S. DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEY BRIAN LANSBERG ADVISED BIRMINGHAM

% . OFFICE HE HAD RECENTLY SPOKEN vITH A (RN 1 Eumw

35 /
1 lA. GNP REPORTEDLY INFORUED LANSBERG THAT THE DEACONS OF /I%
>3@PDEFENSE HAD BEEN ORGANIZED IN EUTAU, ALA., IN ORDER TO PROTECT e o
?9  THEMSELVES. EFFORTS BEING MADE TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEV SNEND :

il S CONCERNING ABOVE. INVESTIGATION BEING CONDUCTED IN ORDER
33 7O ASCERTAIN WHETHER CAPTIONED GROUP HAS BEEN ORGANIZED IN ALABAMA.
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FBI
Date: 9/3/65

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRMAZXI, — REGISTERED
(Priority)

"DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466)
SAC, BIRMINGHAM (157- 1446)(P)

EACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE INC..'
AKA.

o ALL INFORMATION couﬂnu—:o
PTRTIN IS URCLE *SIFIED

CATE 717520 S/ W//f‘/

Re Birmingham teletype, 9/2/65.

(00: NEW ORLEANS)

- Dncloscd herewith for the Bureau are an original and .
seven copies of a letterhcad memorandum containing information - -
indicating that a chapter of captioned organization may 90531b1y 1

have beecn formed at Eutaw, Alabama. |

New Orleans is being furnished copies of instant i
letterhcad memorandum 51nce it is office of origin in captloned /
matter.

Copies of this letterhead memorandum are being = . 2
disseminated locally to Military Intelllgencc Agencies and -7 |
" Secret Service, Blrmlngham. _ _ i y..'ﬁ
X _ Investlgatlo i1 ‘%2r1ently being conducted w1th1n the
‘ Birmingham Division inta ffort to ascertain whether any
chapters of captioned kgbup have been formed in the Birmingham

Division.
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1% Beply, Please Refer o 1400 - 2121 Building

;"i ' ~\ N

UN ) STATES DEPARTMENT OF . TICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Birmingham, Alabama
September 3, 1965

RE: INFORMATION CONCERNING ALLEGED
FORMATION OF CHAPTER OF "DEACONS
OF DEFENSE" AT EUTAW, ALABAMA

A characterization of the Deacons of Defense and
Justice, Inc,, is belng attached to this letterhead memorandum,

U. S. Departmental Attorney Brian Lansbherg advised
the Birmingham Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation
that during the latter part of August, 1965, he had spoken
with in Eutaw, Alabama, and at that
time informed him that the "Deacons of Defense"

themselves, Mr., Lansberg furnished no further information
concerning the alleged formation of a chapter of the '"Deacons
of Defense'" at Eutaw, Alabama,

|
had been organized at Eutaw, Alabama, in order to protect _ -]
\

Alabama, by Special Agent - x
advised that ;

further advised that he does not
know of any chapter of the Deacons of Defense and Justice
located in the State of Alabama, He stated, however, that
he and about twelve or thirteen other Negro men residing
in Greene County, Alabama, had spread the word in and
around Eutaw, Alabama, that the Deacons of Defense and
Justice had organized a chapter at Eutaw, Alabama. He
stated that he and the twelve or thirteen other Negro
men, above-mentioned, had taken this action somewhat

in the nature of a psychological retaliation to combat
the parading and gemonstrating of Klansmen in and around
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" RE: INFORMATION CONCERNING ALLEGED -
, FORMATION OF CHAPTER OF "DEACONS
8 OF DEFENSE" AT EUTAW, ALABAMA

[ <R 3]

L )

Greene County, Alabama, _advised that he and
the twelve or thirteen other Negroes involved had agreed

not to reveal the identities of each other for 'security ;
reasons" and that for this reason he had rather not
divulge their names, He stated, however, that if he ,
does hear of any chapter of the Deacons of Defense and ‘£{7(1/_
Justice being formed in Alabama, he will immediately

- advise the Federal Bureau of Investigation and will _éf71)
also reveal the names of the above-mentioned twelve

or thirteen men.

S i urther stated that he and the

" above-mentioned Negro men were not in any way affiliated
with the Deacons of Defense and Justice, did not believe
in violence in any form and did not have knowledge of
any supply of guns or other weapons that might be used
in regard to the racial situation in Greene County, Alabama,
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This document contains neither recommendations

1l

1247 nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the
327 FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents
314 are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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¢ UNITED STATES G SRNMENT
.= Memorandum

DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466) , DATE:

ST ALV LIRS IS ARRULIE SR

£
1230(51 SAC, SAVANNAH (157-~731)

14 ,
L SUBJECT:;/ “DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC., aka |
L EM .
L7y - bT1C.
18 Rerep of SA GEENNNGNGNGEGEGNP, s/17/65, New
g eneeptg™ Orleans.
21 ) Contacts made with all known sources including
2 }police departments, sheriffs' offices and state law enforce-
23 'ment agencies in both Georgia and South Carolina have failed
24 - . [to identify any persons being affiliated with the Deacons
25%%..- | of Defense and Justice. Contacts with known and reliable :
26 ! informants have failed to produce any information concerning i
27 ' Deacons of Defense and Justice.
- 7 1
For information of Bureau and New Orleans, fﬁ;{ﬁa

? !
~ is conducting an investigation pertaining to this organization
" based on information received from newspaper publicity. !

|

_advised 9/7/65 that he had no

information pertaining to this organization and had been

«iiﬁ‘ ‘unsuccessful in obtaining any indication that there were |
g~ menbers of this organization in the State of South Carolina. :
39 ' !

Savannah Division will maintain contact with

F £

il informants and sources in an attempt to identify any activity
42 in the Savannah Division,

<3 .

44 _é’ - Bureau

i5 2 - New Orleans

16 1 - Charlotte (Info)
47 1 - -Savannah RECS4
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DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC.

- W d‘! A LY e
]
-

iiﬁ Deacons of Defense and Justice, Inc., was formed
14 at Jonesboro, Louisiana, during the Summer of 1964,
15 following incidents involving racial activities, which
1§ incidents created tension in the area.
v -
18 The organization was formed by Negro leaders in
1q. Jonesboro for the announced purpose of protecting Negroes
30~ and whites from illegal acts and from acts designed to
21 terrorize the Negro community, and was chartered with
55 main headguarters at Jonneshoro, Louisiana. Asgsociate
53 chapters are located at Bogalusa and Homer, Louisiana,
24 and inquiries were received from other groups concerning
265 this movement, but no action has been taken to approve
26 additional chapters.
;;;‘Mx Officers of Deacons of Defense and Justice, Inc.,
Bt assert that the organization is a defensive group with no
sn=  intention to commit or encourage any offensive acts.
;13 - Leaders of the organization dgn%eg puyc@ase qf firearms
32 0 for the group and further denied knowledge of any source - -
33§' of contacts for this purpcse.
zg The President of this organization disclaims any
36 connection with or influence by subversive elements.
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____________51LJL_L.—~  DATE OF REVIRY

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI

EROM: SAC, JACKSON (157-3465) (P)

DEACONS ﬂF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC., aka

00: NEW ORLEANS

presay

AN Re Jackson airtels 8/25/65 and 8/27/65.
Enclosed for the Bureau are eight coéies

of an LHM and two copies are submitted for New

Orleans. One copy each is being forwarded to INTC,

0SI, ONI, and Secret Service, Jackson. AP 2nd ..b7

- e . : . . B
T NI T T T T T

—have been advised of results in LHM. | .
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