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AIRMAIL

TO: DIRECTOR FBI (157 2466)

FROM: SAC, JACKSON (157-3465) (P)

C})EACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC._
RM : _ : . :

Re Baltimore tdetype to Director, dated 7/2/66 and
Jackson teletype to Director, 7/2/66 S - .

K3

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are eleven (11)
copies of an LHM to the Bureau and one .copy each. to Baltimore
and New Orleans, dated and captioned as above. :
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6 Dear oir: v

T hé information furnished herewith concerns an individual who is believed to be_
-, covered by the agreement between the FBI and Secret Sarvice concerning Presidential pro-
L"‘"‘"“"_‘tectlon and to fall within the category or categories checked.
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[] Has attempted or threatened bodily harm to any government official or employee,
3 including foreign government officials residing in or planning an imminent visit to the
U. 8., because of his offlicial status.

Wed or thl‘“ﬁt""“d fo rodress a g['ie\]ancg against ny pu 11(‘ fflClal bV other

Lo CHLOLCL LU ToQIUse &

27 . 3. [ Because of background is potentially dangerous; or has been identified as member or
L participant in communist movement; or has been under active investigation as member
of other group or organization inimical to U. S.

3 0{:;-

31+ 4. [ U. S, citizens or residents who defect from the U. S. to countries in the Soviet or_
3250 Chinese Communist bloes and return.
e . _— . . N .
}"_‘ i 5. [3% Subversives, ultrarightisis, racists and fasecists who meet one or more of the foliowing
I ' T .
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16 (a) [ ) Evidence of emotional instability (including unstable residence and
. C
34 employment record) or irrational or suicidal behavior:
Ig¥=— (b} 1 Expressions of strong or violent anti-U. 8. sentiment; -
19 {¢) [ Prior acts (including arrests or convictions) or conduct or statements v
10 indicating a propensity for vielence and antipathy toward good order ) g
11 and government. R
32 e o : : :
33 6. — ) Individuals involved in illegal bombing or illegal bomb-making.
a4 _ .
ig Photograph {7 has been furnished {77 enclosed [ is not available
16 [T] may be available through
17 :
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) 3 Johu E‘dgwoover
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1 Special Agent in Charge (Enclosure(s)
U. S. Secret Service , Jackson :
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the FBI on July 2, 1966, that
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”Jf ‘Thoras and Charles\{Simms, President of the Boga- :
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. ~ TCopiea of the LM being disseminated lecally to the
Secret Service, Asasistant U.S. Attorney and lo<al milltary

=.1nte11%gence agencies.
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Washington, D. C.

DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND
JUSTICE, INCORPORATED

On June 2, 1966 “a source, who furnished'rellable e
information in the past, advised that the "White House :
. %erence on Civil Rights" was picketed on June 1, 1966, by
thelew York Committee to Coordinate the Black March Against

the 1te House Conference on Civil nghts (CCBM).
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The source adv1sed further as folloWS"‘

Ernest Thomas,lof the Deacons of Defense and Justlce, L

did not attend the CCBM picketing on June 1, 1966, in ;
Washington, D.C. There were no “Deacons' at the CCBM on |
June 1, 1966, and there was no CCBM picketing on June 2, 1966. | .

The Deacons of Defense and Justice organlzatlon S
is described in the appendix.- -’ _;~;__.A;~. T
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APPENDIX
DEACONS OF DEFEN3E AND JUSTICE,
" INCORPORATED, aka : SRR
DEACONS FOR DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, ’ s T
INCORPORATED ' .
7
/
.
! The Articles of Incorporation of the Deacons

of Defense and Justice (DDJ) as on file with the Secretary
of State, for the State of Louisiana, reflects that the
Deacons of Defense and Justice, Ingorporated is a Louisiana
corporation donmiciied at Jonesboro, Louisiana. The location

and business office address of its registered office shall -

be Amos Service Station (rear), Beach Spring Road, S
Drawer B, Jonesboro, Louisiana. o 3 ‘

"This corporation is organizzd for ths following
purposes and to carry on the following purposes:

To instruct, train, "teach and educate Citizens.

of the United States and especially minority groups in
the fundamental principals of the republican form of
government and our democratlc way of life; to instruct,
teach, train and educate said persons in the provisions
of the constitution and laws of the United States and
the State of Loulsiana, as well as the constitution and
laws of any other State wherein this corporaticn may
operate; to instruct, tesch, train and educate said per-
sons in the use, value and purpose of the ballot and the
right to vote; to instruct, teach, train and educate said
persons as to the duties and responsibilities of good
citizenship relative to the obligatjon and duties of the
community to ths citizen: To further insiruct, tesch;

:% train and educate said persons in the value of eronomic .
: security and in the sffective use of their spending -
44> power; to inzpirs in said persons a sense of responsibility i
15 ' and to devslop leadership. This oorpOTarlon haz for its
16 further purposs, and is dedicated to, th2 dafzanse of the
37 civil rights, property rights and personal rights of said
18 people and will defend sald rights by any and all honor-
49 able and legal means to the end that justicz may b2 ob-
50 tained. This corporation may estzblist chapters znd
- conduct its business at any place in this State and else-
52 where as permitted by law." :
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Enclosed for the Bureau are 11 copies
of letterhead memorandum concerning captloned
matter. : o .
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S5 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION i g
i,- New Orleans, Louisiana | 3
B i ‘ July 8, 1966 P
B ESE 1 Reply, Please Refer to - . s i'h
i File No. - ¢ N
, i
/ o
/ DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND .
JUSTICE (DDJ} - ) L
Charles\Sims, President, Deacons of Defense R R

ana Justice, left Bogalusa, Louisiana, on July 4, 1966,

-~ - en route to Boston, Massachusetts. Sims accompanied

by (First Name Unknown) A
b7C #
- purpose of trip is to ,
- . assist local Boston Chapter of Deacons in re-enforc-
R ing the organization,
L Sims' specific plans are unknewn o
35 L
36, |
. | T
39 . 1
40
il
?2 This document contains neither recommendations nor con-
3. clusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and
44 is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not
:5 to be distributed outside your agency.
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18 . &
W Re New Orleans teletfype to Director and Boston, :
S 7/7/66, advising that CHARLEMS President of the Deacons . T

for Defense and Justice left Bogalusa, Louisiana on 7/4/66 " =
en route to Boston, Massachusetts {L)/ ‘
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In the event further information is developed

13 concerning SIMS' visit the Bureau and New Orleans will be ~i
i advised.(y |
12 - D11 g 2 g0 Lﬂ(
1 ,{72)- Bureau (157-2466) (RM) CLASS. & EXT. BY 4»—’-‘; L
is - New Orleans (157-3290) REASON - FCI¥ 11, ] ;»/_ @
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REPORTING OFFICE = OFFICE OF ORIGIN WU ] Ael AL INVESTIGATIVE PERIGD i ,
4 :g NEW OBLEANS NEW ORLEANS 7/21/66 3/23/66 - 6/28/66 ! “
+ 3 TITLE OF CASE/ _
1 g i o AS; RI;I::RT MADE BY _b 7 C‘—l TYPED!'
) EACONS OF DEFENSE AND. JUSTICE, - CHARACTER OF CASE
7 I‘\IC. ’ a.ka.. _ﬂolj'is ! Coa
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Report of SA — dated 3/28/66

at New Orleans.

ALL THTLIIATION CONTAINED -P- '
HEEIN uLmL'\SSIFIED /
LEADS EXCIPT WHERE SHOWN CLASS. & EXT. BY_éfQ/ 0/3/_/ 7-2/‘/0(“:"'
REASON - FCIM 11, 1-2. 4.
NEW_ORLEANS' B1v1sToN DATE OF REVIEW___7-2/- |
. AT BOGALUSA, LOUISIANA : |
363\ ’ ;
3& Will continue to maintain contact with informants [
3IgT - and sources in order to follow pertinent activity of the S
19 DbJ, _ o !
il AT JONESBORO, LOUISIANA o
42 -
43 ¥ill maintain contact with informants and sources
44 and pl w pertinent activities of the DDJ,
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INFORMANTS CONFLMNTIAL
7 N :l

ADMINISTRATIVE -

This report is classified confidential because
information furnished by ATTU could possibly identify the
ATTU source,

An information copy of this report has been

-___ EOR =g I

designated for the indicated offices because of investigative

interest now or possibly in the future., Leads in this
connection are being handled between auxiliary offices
and the 00 as required,

Copies of this report have been designated for

. ICG and Secret Service, New Orleans,

. The transecript of amn interview with ERNEST THOMAS
on "Hot Line” of WVON radio in Chicago, Illinois, is being
set forth in its entirety in the details of this report
since the statements made during this interview by THOMAS
clearly sets forth the strongly militant thinking of THOMAS,
who appears to be emerging as a leader of the DDJ in the

North. "Hot Line'" was taped on 5/23/66 by IC_ bC

Chicago Office.
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Synopsis:

s

. Tedd 1V
ERNEST THOMAS, allegéd Regional Vice President and . @r
Northern Director, DDJ, headquarters at C /)’?,55

1(1) I11linois, 'in radio interview on 5/23/66 claimed 10,000 ~ |.—
1945 15,000 Deacons would be brought into Chicago, summer L/{,
S of 1966. THOMAS appeared as featured speaker at forum . —
;E sponsored by FNSF in Detroit, Michigan, on 4/1/66, at

a5 which time THOMAS averred there would be "groups of

:-6 Deacons' in every community in both the North and

;

fad
o
1
|

South by summer, 1966, Activities of DDJ chapters
in Louisiana sci forth, EENEGEGGENERN | 7C:
L 4

of DDJ in Cleveland, Ohio, alleged __b7D

33 Cleveland ! Deacons possess high-powered rifles,

il -on 6,13’66|-, stated DDJ of Bogalusl a, would

12 send Deacors to Baltimore, Maryland, after conclusion

+3 of JAMES MEREDITH march in Mississippi., (IS

4 OSSR - 5/25/c¢ idvised Db;

15 - recently opened Chicago office and that ERNEST

16 THOMAS is reportedly the person responsible for bl
17 * organizing the Chicago DDJ chapter.ph

+ THOMAS does not have support DDJ, Jones ro,l.a.(L(y
43 to set up DDJ chapters, :

D)

-

. P
AT I e L
- e R L I R “:”ﬂ"‘- Lyr
T “aTATNED
}1.1.‘._4_'_-1,‘]' IS

Ex UI:CLASSIFIED

EPT trvmm e - ’ L

b R CEIPT VilxRE SHowy aan 5 17, 5v. P (2l) T - so

56 . OI‘H:‘:.RV;ISE . CLASS. & EXT. EY A7/ 124, v

57 - : REAOON - ICiN 11 320 4020 S

Y. o L2508 Fulu Y —

58 : TR OF BaViy . =R - fb

; = r‘,’}.ﬂ;rﬂ‘{iﬂ?? . ;
: "wor concidie e : It an
b - 1th datio r concliibn the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and {s loaned to your agency:

- 0 This document contales . nelther remm"'mm mm c::tenu af¥ nottobe distributed outside your agency. P _
9. ! .

v

E .‘b}_‘:‘ﬂwﬁ_ifr— ;6&;{»%7%&% - ,;w ;__-;,'; E—

* et RTINS L 'm‘
P ok A Ty e TR Y ST H ar o R TG A
Tt R me N N ,":«f-'f_i:s}a #“E‘&fﬁ;fw{gfﬂmfi#@hﬁ” "'-Q"F-:f‘“‘.—‘;.- 3

3 - W T L . g
RO~ AL SRS oD E O B W S e S s

.




i KO 157-32¢ ! ~ v v T
i CEIC:gmp (77 ©o0
S . D
s |
B e ; ;
9 TABLE OF CONTENTS - o
T | LUl JUTIAL Page Number i i
f iz ?éTIVITIES, STATEMENTS OF ERNEST THOMAS--mmmommmom 2 i
?2 'DDJ ASSOCIATIONS WITH SUBVERSIVE GROUPS—-——mmmm—mmm 58
ff ACTIVITIES OF KNOWN OR ALLEGED o
18 CHAPTERS OF THE DDJ ‘ Lok
3 1. NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA-—--ecomcomerme—oee- 59 E ?
2. HOMER, LOUISTANA-—mmoemm oo e e —— 60 T
24 _ 3. MINDEN, LOUISIANA e 61
ggkﬁ“ 4, JONESBORO, LOUISIANA-—m——rmemcm o —————— 62
55- Ny . 5, CLEVELAND, OHIO —-ww- N 63
30“_-' 6. BOGALUSA, LOUISIANA--emmmrmremmme e -—= 63
;;é; 7. WASHINGTON, D.C,e—=—== ———— A e 65 - %
g 2 | 8, MISSISSIPPI —ccmer—w R 66
52_ 9. CHICAGO, ILLINOIS rm—ruoe e et e e 67
A 10, MISCELLANEOUS —-rmemmmmmm ————mem———————— 68 }
39 o




B ¢ =

ﬁ - 3 157-3290
B G jmp

on t | E
S - CUNFmTIAL ‘

‘\ﬂ":ﬂ? ~N DN b
..,‘-A, T
h
TIIEN . ISR T

- Characterizations of organizations mentioned
herein are a part of the appendix section of this report.
/
AbTIVITIES AND STATEMENTS OF ERNEST THOMAS, ALLEGED REGIONAL
-VICE FRESIDENT AND NORTHERN DIRECTOR OF THE DEACONS OF
DEFENSE AND JUSTICE, INC, (DDJ)

T et T B

o L

ERNEST THOMAS appeared on the program '“Hot Line"
on WVON radio, Chicago, Illinois, on May 23, 1968, "Hot
Line' is a radio program on which a controversial figure is
usually interviewed. Telephone questions are solicited
from listeners which are answered by the interviewee., A
transcript of the program pertaining to THOMAS is as follows:
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ERNEST THOMAS, local organizer for thQQJX%E%E

’”ﬁgfense and Justice, appeared on "Hot Line," May 23, 1966;

‘
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13:00 to 12:00 Midnight, on WVON Radio. WESLEY SOUTH was the

PR —— e T e

) .

Mggerator, - l
/

./

TIIONAS

) ‘W” e

‘ell, I've been in and out of Chingo for the

— B e

i ot R ol

last seven months., Presently it's around

311“'? , 455 actual members of it now. DBut the number l g;
231 | is going to grow quite large, Actualiy; we

C 25w 'got to open an office on the north and south
27 ” kside now because we have such a great number

28 e 3

2RI, tnat is coming in we won't be able with the -
g )

31 space that is ..,
122 - . .
I Moderator Listen, I want to asit vou. I noticed you

35 opened on the west side firsf. Yhy did you

%i.iﬁ ‘ open over there and not on the south?

19 THONA iell, you take the west siders for instance.
11 - I think it is more or less of a place where
a3 something is really gbout to explode. It is

15 : justrlike being in with a load of dynamite with

47 : the fuse 1lit, and we felt if we could come into

49 the west side and begin to relate to the man
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the problewms there and if he really wants'to

wu;’ N U e e B
cd
oo
o

solve them he could go about doing it. ? g

. . ; H

lopef : i i L

. CQNF&\'T]AL Hopefully that he will try to do s;omethlng ] if
12 ; R o ~ about the problem on the west sidg. Because, I g
13 / 9 o
14 ./ see, as long as you let the problgm exist we :
LS. L
16 ; _ can keep hollering about crime rates and all . | ,g

of this but if we really want to stop crime .-

rates then we get some jobs for people because - ?ﬂ

ain't nobody in the world., I wouldn't even

recommend that a man stand out in frbnt of thg
_A&%P or the Acme (phonetic) markets and look atia-f
ham and starve to dea th there, ©So the best !
thing for him to do would be to break the

glass {10 get him some ham. Now SO the étructﬁre

wants to deal with this then they have to begin

to give some jobs, make some jobs,

Will you also be a job seeking agency?

i? THOMAS . Certainly. We will be trying to seek out

?% _ - employment.for, as the s%ructure say, qualified
E;' - personnel. We will be trying to find them some.
:2. qualified personnel.

18 ﬁoderatgr ' What are the requirements to belong to the

Deacons for Defense and Justice?
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Moderatior
/

Tnpmﬁs

M Moderator

THOMAS

" do. . - ——

Moderator_

/ . =~
AR

Well, first thing you must be a GQMUAL
must be 21 years of age, as the board say youi
must have the éharacter of becoming a Deacon,w
Now that is the crucial.question.ﬁ

VWell, the board figure that you mﬁst feel as
though you have to make a decisi;n whether yo€

stand for freedom or you are out here just

saying you represent freedom or you are flghtﬁng

for freedom, And this means whatever necessary -

to gain freedom, this is what you are willinggto"

In other words, if aipersbn who say he is for

freedom and is fighting for freedom unless he,

-

wéll, joins your group then you don't believe |

that he really waats it., Vhere you would go ;

~all the way possibly in order to get the freedOm;
o

that anothel person would take to the courts, |

W et R s Y v LT

S M

Well, what I mean., I hope it don't be mlsleading.

Ve're glad to see the other groups here.

Well, I mean if they don't join you they are not,

from what you just said a moment ago, if I am

interpreting you correctly, then they are.jus?




out here talking and they really don't mean

i
what they say. : CONFﬁﬁT.‘A‘- ;%

- Well, that's true., You see, because how can:iouf

S A AN T o T T L AT T

tell a man that you are going to be out here
after this freedom and are going to let him beat
- ¥

your head and when he whip your head you are i
coming back tomo;row'and let him whip yoﬁr heﬁdtg
To us this does not seem like'being a’ man, Néwl
we are after what is rightfully ours and upon?

action for what is rightfully ours then I !
' |

) [ ‘
expect to get it and we don't expect you to use

f:& brute force against ﬁs to deny us this, !

7 ‘ 1
%? A Moderator | Ladies and gentlemen, I just got a note fromf
;2 the control room that we had a little dlfflcuii-,
;g . . before we went on the air and probably you
;éii? . didn't hear who ouy guest is tonight. He is E iﬁ"
5 N : Nr. ERNUST THOMAS, who is the Regional President
il - and Northern Director of the Deacons for Defense
241' - and Justice. They opened an office on the west
:; - sideithree weeks ago. As I sz"l.id,"L I want to
:3 . welcome him back. You know he was.our guest,
;g | I think it was back in October, wasa't it?
;g THOMAS . Yes, it was, |
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Moqerator

0 THOMAS

il

42

i3

44

15

i6 liederator
47 }
18

49

=0 THONAS

51 -

52
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So in case you wore lislening and wondqring who fg
that was on the 'Hot Line" his namé is ERNEST.I :é
THOMAS and he's the top Deacon her%. Is tha{'! .%
right? ‘ o fi
That's true, é‘ _%
Why do you say Deacon? Why not pastor? j; @}
.

It was a name that was kicked around and it waé'g;
' : 5 ' [
beginning to look,.. All this was church oo

orientated and so the Deacons more or less”™

‘taking care of the business of the church and 50 ¢

l
we said this is a good name because we're out
" .

-

here protecting the civil rights workers so-

that is the name we settled on, Deaconérfor'i;
Defense and Justice.

Is there any way of just recognizing a Deacon on
the sireet? - = ,E;

No, there is really no way because as you know

Deacons are black so, you sec a lot of black

‘people.

You want to see a wmillion Deacons, What about

women? Can they join?
Yes, women can join too, Ve have a Deaconess

started. This is only in the Northern chapters,'

though, that we have Deaconess,

T i AR E =l
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167
2
18
e THOMAS

215
© 22 Mogderator

24 . THOMAS

26 Moderator
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Will they be in tho gun clubs too,  rifle clubs?
Vell, certainly. CONFI TIAL i

Talking about the requiréments in order to bhe Q

L Lo e )
e bl AP L ALY N

member of Deacons, and that's when!I was handéQ“

d
this note, and you were telling us the different .%
requirements Did you finish? I cut you off | ‘;E
there. R ; ‘e '?gié;
Wwell, I pretty well covered it, ! ¢- ?
What about a fellow who has been in prison? ! f%"
Well, a man being in prison doesn't;.. E X
He can still be a Deacon. L

He stili can be a_Deagon-because man y&u have‘eo
face this fact, and tﬁis is one thing I blame -

society for. If a man.has a criminal record
~and if we're tfying to reform the man certain1§
he needs employment., And we find as a whole }_ 5
your ¢riminals are mostly unemployed and with'éozgg
hopes of getting a job because as soon as a man
looks at his record then.he refuse himHSB
therefore you are telling him.go back out and

stick somebody up or go back out and do the same

crime over again and let the state take care of

you. This is bad. - -
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Do the Deacons intend to protect civil rights

-
L LI

workers here? CON%V-”AL" o 1 B

Well, we intend to protect civil rights workers,

R
e T A

to a point in the city of Chicago. If we're i

e oty T

called upon to help out then we will do this,

Now what do you mean by thaf. That's rather .é
ambiguous. If we're called - say that they areﬁ* 5‘
marching as they did down near Mayor DALEY's | %%.
home as they did last summer and they ask you ;
for protection. Now maybe, oh maybe 200 or B %
P

300 policemen there. Would they feecl they -needed:

some protection from you? 1 mean just say

that someone said well here's a géod chance for
us to have a confrontation., Let's call the
Deacons. VWhat would you do in a case like this?

Well, we would come in more or less as wilnesses

S A
P

to the fact. e wouldn't participate openly'ihl
the march but we would be there as spectators  \__
and we would be lookihg out for police brutality
and John Bigot coming around and agitating them

whereas they have committed them to non-violence.,

So that if the police would not handle John Bigot

we would take care of John Bigot for them,

.
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| 1u : k@fﬂn | co _ . . f i
‘ 2;ﬁlg?éerﬂior _In other words, you put John Bigot in his placi.i_%
; CTHOMAS That's right. -
9 ifoderatox: i\fould you be armed? O.\r N‘”AU L }
5 THQMAS/— Well, I wouldn't feel that we would need to be.
i_ Hoderator You wouldn't feel a need to be buu would you be? }
2"7'-" Tziag.ﬂi:s_ | Well, no. If we didn't feel that ye need to be | '?
; ) | armed.., . . | "

i
o
If you felt that you need to be yoy would be -ifaif
! | ‘
armed, |
Oh, certainly.
Even though the police are there. - e

Certainly. Because,yqy know, like one has to

protect himself and if you lack the'confidenqe-

izé}ﬁ in the police to protect you then you h;ve to

;§§ : 1 protect yourself, »
jg Moderator o And then what about if the Governor would send i o
; e | - in the National Guard and they declare mﬁrtial ;A
ig - law?

it ' .

32 THOMAS - Well, if they declared martial law then like I
;i'é" a _ . say we would kind of go along with it like to a

:2 _ point as long as the police is capable of carry-

Zé - - | ' ing out equal justice.

g

LT




fHaacrduur Now you say to a poinl. You indicate that there

might be a poin't that you would not gcCUN%
JTIQ[

" TH0KEAS - As I plainly stated we are flghtlpg for our : i

~3 A Y e e o
"

ST I TR Tk

/ freedom and this means at all cost "'Now if the

»-,.-A.‘.-.e“_w-r—x

A

¥ man don't want to glve any ground then that is
. . what it is. It's a fight. But I am hoping

l
[
and I think that SOmewhere along the line that1

\
the man will give some ground, But we 1ntend-tof+’

have our freedom one way or the other. It's no ?;K
I
if/and about that, !
moederator ‘Now what do the Deacons, what do you‘fﬂihﬁ

about the Chicago Poiice Department?

11 -~ THOMAS Well, here on the off and on periods that I
have been in the city here could stand a 1lct,
;

could be changed in Chicago here with the
P

police department to make it function a littlei .
better. For an instance, on the weét side heré N
you see sometimes two white polige. Weil, a 16t=r‘
of times you see two whité policemen iﬂ.fhe car
together, two blacks together, then you see,

at night I see detectives riding four whites in

the car, When'you see things like this you know
“ i

1 L /!-}}/
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chat some blachk | ovson =¥

because when Lhey riding like that that-is whétg

they're out therc big.
And this is bad,
‘to make a change in Chicago
be integration here. Black
together. And this way the
abuse the white oné and the

abuse the black one because

-~ v

»ing to get abused

And if the man really'wantedf

then there should }5;,5'

and white police
black one couldn't
white one couldn’t

after all he

belongs to the black race and he belongs to

the white race.
balancing it out.

done it last year,

'yoﬁ know,

This would seem to be a way of

during the riots

for a while but then they put them back

together,.
is going to be-here.

suggestions to,

meeting with Superintendent WILSON on Thufsday L

evening.
_would be
intended
a little

Departiment, /ﬁ

T

————————

integration in the Chicago Police

So 1 don't kﬁow what the situation
That would be one of ‘my

as a métter of fact I have a

1 am going to strongly suggest this
o
one of the best things really if they

to try to keep it coolsome, is to put

I

Ay

2T AN P Y e it e e Ty
o - i - Vo TR . - \.. :
»«1‘_:3:: T BN TN o N Tt ST 2 D £
e s U N NG G E0
AP T NS o i Urd i P LT AL A AR, e P g -

.

s

R >

~

T

i
1
1

Ninety per cent of the;time.}
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But I've been told they have|
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‘ SORIC i&gderato? pid you say yvu will be wecling with l Hi
3 | Superintendent WILSON? When? 3 5
el | CON%HAL o
gi;'é;meOJAS Thursday evening, ' l E
4 Moderator . Thursday evening. Now you were talking abqut l f
: ig /! riots. Do the Deacons believe there is a %
}; - J/ possibility of a riot in Chicaﬂo‘this-summer?q N
lig ' . T%OMAS : Yes., We are h0p1ncr strongly it doesn't be a | _;i
% riot in the city of Chicago and if we can get' B ;
the cooperation from the people in.thé.city of E
Chicago we might be able to stop a riot. o
3 'Moderator : What do you call cooperation? _ i,gw
THOMAS . Well, from the various gfoups and‘frbﬁatﬁé | ‘%
| various agencies, ffﬁm the police department,!-ﬁi
| from the city OfflClalS, you know., We . have !
gotten a pretiy dold shoulder 51nce we'lve beeﬁ
) in town from the power structure, and this 1nl
itself says that it's something that 1s wrong ;

0 somewhere. - |
ié Moderator - vould you expect them to give you a welcoming
ji-f ! o in open arms?

:2 THOMAS o No, I am not looking for any welcome in open

3; : arms-but just a lot of things that have happened
¥ : _ o %’ﬁ;f P
i . o A
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Che : (fuj ’ “w/ | , . '
_ 5,552 “'-;:_" ' , since Y've Lo dn the caly in and .out here " ;
.2 ; - CONF‘ N1]AL they hpve indinsted that at this Qﬁrticular é ..%
| i?i point they were more or less ignofing us and,rw “2
;El B wondering what's gecing on. l hi
: ii' Nn&ex?%mr | Just ignoring you. How did you happen to get ! 'g
iz[ | - an interview or conference with Superintendentf _%
o WILSON? Did you request it? ' ﬁ;
‘ i%'ETHOMAS The oniy thing I know.that‘his"secretary 5%:
| called my secretary and... - . -%;
‘2 aderator You had put in a request for it.- ‘ i 'E
PHOUAS - No. i i@
 h@ serator -He is requesting you‘to come to s?e"hiﬁ:W&r ’
OMAS - Right, It's somermogé groups that's going ' '|\¢?
5 to be there - supposed {0 be, So, I'l1l-find B

out really. VWell, I said what's going to be the

topic and she said she didn't know, sO I'11 find

out when I get there. '

10 Moderator Now, getting back to this riot., This is a ver&
s o sensitive issuc here.. VWhat do you think will
:‘f be the major causc of a riot, if there is one?
:2 THOMAS Well, that would go into quite a few parts. -

The frustration that the black pqople live in

) the ghetto from day to day creates a certain

i ;

ne. .
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not being able %o be a wman.of his house or head ;

F
i.

N]WAL.OI the household and then on top of all of that

|

police brutality. I think if a riot occurred 1j

V- 21 QRS W PPV

P . c : :
SN ) . P
= b 0 TR XY TR MIREAL e

sg ‘ ] f/ will occur from police brutality. !
1 P
}g  VMeg?r§£or You think that will be the incideng that will G
jzf'" oo trigger it off, as it did in Watts? -]
e THOMAS That is true., I - ', l
- 21??M6derator | Do you think the same disastrous results !.;J
ggf’ ' : would,.. -j.‘?;
. 2§¢¢T?°V Well, I think if a full scale riot would get ; i
X gg' ‘ rolling in the city of Chicago it would be-- i
- much more difficult thgn the one in Watts. :
iff? I would say it would be three times as go?se j
;3"" | as the LA riot for the location of the city, thé
327 g way Chicago is located. You have blacks on the |
ggi’? ~ north side and the west side and the south side%
fEMAf Now this would create, I think, a more worser Y
i riot than the LA riot.
jg__ :od%rator_ Now there was a cross burning here over the
j;.- weekend out in, oh I think it was, Kenilworth.
i Did the Deacons have any idea of that? (Inaudible)
59 .
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52
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(“ - Yes,

-~ -

well, we L:ven't been out there yet but

we have contacicd some people that live out

Y TR

|
there and we have been gathering some ’ ot
information.- Of course, it never fooled us ;.:l .?E
for any minute that Chicago was any different B
from Mississippi because you have more bigots
in Chicago than they have in Missigsippi and -f ¥
Louisiana put together; So this is a known ;
Tact so we're mot assuning that these are ail the ' t 
good guys but we are not assuming that all of
them are bad guys either, but we knowthif 5
there are more Birchites and Klansmen, l
Minutemen in the city 3f Chicago than they ‘7“i'
could muster in Missiésippi, Alabama and- - .%
Louisiana put together. ) |
What do you think of the white teenagers who |
i

attacked at a Negro last night? If‘y?u rememberé.'w
this was in the news today. !-Tﬁm
Yes, I did. VWell, you.take a situation’ like this.
You know these things like this is good to

really point out to t he people here in the city
that although they live as though they'afefin the

North and they expect to live in the different
./, L
- il =
st -
il ' - .

s oy . i A ey PR g o I e R S -
e e R gt S I i =y § RSN L Dy,
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i“-"?‘;' . kx"m SO it pgie v «:'f-,ru{;:/ "\el that they are - i }
;:{f%E ; going 1o get atiacked on the streets and.same ;‘ g
%.\j; ";-;{-:-,-:-xr.,h,,, of them are jusi misled, and this shdws you . | §
A - o that whether you are involved in anything ‘1 f?;
_}‘ - / _ as long as you are black you are in it. And '? %\
.iz .// he could have been the mayor or the judge or ; :
;;' ; the prosecutor of Chicago, if he'd have been
V;é:ggﬁ : black and he'd have been theremat'that'
! particular time he would have got his-head
2?:7 . _ whipped, And this is the whole thing., You are B
', 'i;! . black and whether you are é bad black guy or a. N
f ‘J:?. ‘good black guy, if you are at the wrong place f?
;}‘*; at the wrong time ywqu get messed around. '?
ggéff,Mﬂderator ‘ Do you think that slum conditions are as bad ) ‘j
5%;;* in Chicago as the, well, Southern Christian
2%;1- .Leadership Conference hés saidep You know Dr.
365L. ‘ KING has come up here as you have and establis?eq
%g!!t. a headquarters on the west side also. | e
i? THOMAS o Yes, well, éfter looking over the c0mmunity I ;
ig S - would ‘say that it is worse than what SCLC says
jg . that it is because in some way or another I
jg ' _ ' think it's time to let the man know the real,
:g _ the facts, and not sugar coating the words énd j
30 : ’
0 | ) ) s
52 7 . A
53

97
2. |
59 0 e : o | o .
S R e : B . . R
'S : ( “oage -1 _:—~—L-----—.— I C e . ) l. . _
52. P ' s : o I
N T S R N S A R e 5es % ip-‘ e
E : o A PR = . - vy . A
T %&“’ﬁ{_i’%' - ~¢.:;,‘ *?"::t LA DY “"“"’i" " ..;*&“ o V"“* 'J'S’J o f't"-\ 4‘

-y _‘;\'!l--'ﬁ""'; gty ’QV #h‘.'——-t'.._&.‘. \"‘. h- ’_.;*! 7.5 3‘“—!- . \'-‘-J ""(.h Fad ,'g,"'a‘ ,‘}t" “-5""'.4.«- t""‘w";&* H ﬂ .r

e e o



C T ¢ ™ ' L
‘not telling him things are so good in the ghetto.

v'? and stuff like this because things are-important?‘:
- CONFRRNTIAL ' |

words., You ride down through some of those

DI - Y A e e B

Yo e .
-t s Sy T BRR PRHER T

L,ﬂ: - streets there and seec the rats how large they are
ii' /' | and you look at this and you say noy here is a
i;;: w/ city of this size, not a poor o ty ;nd I'm
ig{ quite sure they could get rid of the rats. . 'j;{%*
t | I'd 1ike to ask, when did you see“}our last rat?.' 3%
zlwﬂTﬁOMAS ' Today. - o
zg.wModerator _ You saw a rat today? :
;Egy THGHJ“ Today. - i
. 26 - . . 7 —'-*’ : |
27, Noderator _ Was he a live rat? o i
gg%%ﬁéomas A live rat. And as‘big as the squirrels we :! .
:[l) : ~ kill dowa South, L )
:2aMpoerator Four legged one, . .'E
1§ THCMAS That's right. i
%ﬁiﬂbde}ator ‘ _ Do you think that the Chicago Welfare Agency is E i
;g | ‘ doing a good job? | ‘ ‘
;? THOMAS : : Well, that would have to be determired, you
ig':. ‘would have to determiné that whether they are
jg doing a good job, that would be a pretty difficult
;E : _question, Now I think the welfare is doing the |
53- , job that the men, the structure,'want‘them to dq.E
5:21; - [ I
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Bul it is not doing the job that needs to be

R & R

difference., A lot of people get confused even

" done to help ithe people, you see., There's a 1
‘|
!

Ll ".
v W S T

N L

2.' K with the poverty program, It's sefving the

i // purpose that the man wants it to ﬁérVe but it .

2{} 5 ‘ is not serving the purpose that wé want it'fo }

; i serve and that is to help black people. | 1“'f’
ﬂa?uoderator _ Getting back to a question just a previous ER

gé"” ' ' one, you were talking about the slums and you

33 | ) were saying that it is not as good as pegple see

‘ 253@ o
' it. Who is saying it is good? Everybody I've |

heard here in Chicagogin the iast few yearé I

0 . think everybody is saying it's bad., -
:é» AEONAS Everyone's saying it is bad but yet we don't see
%itt" _ ) any changes. { . ?
gg» ‘Madérator - But then nébody is saying it, then you will
;ﬁ';4- ' retract that saying that we are saying it is
ig : . good living in the slums.

;é - TROMAS _ R FWhy, sure. If I made that mistake I certainly
;2;i: B ' retract that, '

:g Modasrator . What do you think about the unemployment situaticn
zg . - here? What Pre you going to do about that?
S0 : ' : '
sl .
52.. . .
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it (AR <;th§ Well, it dis o tty bags somcho% or another :
P " / . . :

we're golag Lo nave to meet, I am quite sure, .
[ Ji

-':fn ~N AT e
e HE
e e

L3 F‘.,‘
S
g e

x . wilh the city «<ificials here and the state --i_ N

1

l‘r\??v&-

Nodazrator How are you going to be able to help geil jobs -

employment agcucy and the pOVerty program Bl
'2;_ people and see zbout getting some of these ﬁ%
‘ , ) . 1
J%i' v/ pcople some jobs. o
15 g
16
L8

and help people in their housing problems and';if

o]

this very intricate educationﬁproblem?

2177 pHOMAS It's going to be quite a problem. That is

22
23 .

why I say we are going to need some help from
various groups to help put this together, put
a program together to where it will be effective;

) : it
and unless we pet some help like I say it's ’

going to be very difficult to help people. ri
Now when we are not able to help people then
we ‘are not going:to have any further say if tﬂe-‘
man don't listen to our plea and when we relaﬁe ;;

to the ghetto to him what the ghetto is saying

and he don't act, then if something erupt then

a1 don't come to us, because we are not going out
15 . : : . .
16 - there to try to stop them people from throwing

no bricks.




STNg yon Ahdale Ahe mandd, 2R to you in the 1
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[ R
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_ G CON%NTML\%eil { thinl iiey wouid try to come to anybody

f
4
that perhaps coulid have a little influence on .

P - TR

SURY . B> » I L ', RV U
i -
*é\

the ghettio,

R

R A—.-.,‘ww;-r-

o from indications they might think that you are
trying to start it,. r - 'é o
No. They may do that but that is up to ;

their own opinion, but we are ﬁgt out Fo riot oq;tn
create a riot but we're here to let him kﬁow ?' %’
that the situation exists and if he don't do !
spméthing-about it then it is going to be_a
riot. It's if/and about that and they don't

need to tell the man there ain't gdng to be no

|
i
L
riot it's going to be a cool summer because thep

you get a lot of innocent people hurt when’you i

tell them that things are pretty good,.we'll

make it over this summer without any incident,

3 And you have ‘50 or 20 white people coming through
1l : ' ‘

42 - . the ghetto and getting trapped in something like
2} ‘

44 . o - that and they might be some pretty decent white

15 } :

16 | peoplé and they;:et messed around. And the same




Jr bt b p b g o
L IR X W N

"21}ff ¥odorator

Kzdarator

THUHAS

P S . T, T RN N
Ty R!-;-‘_

(]

L o]

-
>

=

=t

-

h

evonr know anyhnlag

person.

' Listen, you know you were talking about what -

.charge of all the branches that you will be

-setting up in the North.

£
Thireg 3f oo slspsbe ;;Ling througﬂ that!doniti
they could get messed around.
So these are things I look at 25 the innocent '
Now if he was John Bigot coming intd‘i
the community abusing someone in Fhe community'
1 wouldn't have any sympathy for him. You ﬁusse‘T

what I mean,

people,

A S

you intend to do and I understand;you are in

et o ————

!
}
That is true. ° g
What do you think of the civil rights conference
i
which is to be held in Washlag¥on next week on

June first and second which hopes toalleviate

‘many of the problems of both North and South,

Well, I find it prettymrd to bel%eve.
to one of the pre-conferences in Philadelphia
and after listening at the discussion there and
participating in the discussion 1 could see

plainly that you could have 11

]
=~

QX g
it ? i i

civil rights

comr&:nm.

But you have to have sympathy foi_

I went{.“
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- koows the problam., You got FBI Agents and all

"time and a waste of his time sad I think it's

R L IR LY D 100 NG A T A SR TS
14

1

o ~

£

SoRlereeres oot ay p.nr!“?ou zre not going to '

procaplish oo weh,  Fow, the Federal Coverament
L

|

. "

other kind of agents and thea thes city police:g
have intelligexce &génts and the #an really

ought to know the problem better than I do., |

i

But now the point is does he intend to do some
thing about it. Xow, I don't need to sit
around and talk to him 40 or 45 minutes, two

)

hours, three hours and get up and leave and

SR

ncthing is dore, That's'just 2 waste of my

very bad, I don't think too much is going to.
come cut of it. As a matter of fact I am
supposed to go to Washington om the first-and ?
second and pickst it, Ws azre supposed to briné
up about 2,000 Deacons, l
In other wo;ds; ycu dea't think too much abodti ;'
the conference.

Fo. I don't think tco much good for the black

people will cqmg'out of the confereance.
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SR e o £ ) Do
;H‘ 12 Mre-toas taw Liebey . Y%y oo 1in.de ing to you now for | .
AR - : of : . :
7 o ke '
PR e 29 wimmtes e I want to ask you cne question,
S CUNFNTML £ -
9, T Do the Deacors intend to demonstrate ia Chicago
.2" ﬁ . thils summer? ‘ "( i
' ;4 i?ﬁﬁ%ﬁ& Well, we really don't intend to demonsirate. | Ef
isf'f - I think demonsirations are played out just o
about and I think this is one approach we have fﬁf
¥

used to the fullest. I find when you go out !‘Ei

in the street demonstréting the man says he ﬂas%‘
a Constitutional right to picket, you have a;rrﬁ_
lawful right to demonstrate and then he comes
around and-locks you up, and you pay‘thousanés.bf
dollars in court fees and theniafter paying %11
that you cut it loose, you know., We doé%%.héve”
any intention of spending no great zéftune on no
demonstration, the man arrests you and all that,
so I don't see that we would be in the streets

s

too much demonstrating bscause this does noﬁ
get us too far. Ws get thos short end of thé
stick every time,

¥oderator If you ghould have any trouble next summer or
while you are here will the Déacons ask for hel:

from other chapters across the United States, 1!

you need it here?

i
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Son- a7 ' T ! i
5wl . 5
7_gr;$$@ﬁhg L Yemy woll we fo-l a8 +heugh we need = 11ttle i ¢
8. G VUM RMTIAL .
P helip in the city of Chicago pow and we have . I _%
‘Lg | - called in and in the next two ronths, two to "i :i
12 N ) B
13 /’ three months, thers will be approximately , j%
11 / H ! £
‘ ' ten to fifieen thousand outside Deacons coming :
’ : &
in to the city of Chicago to try and help... .
e ‘ . RERL
s lsderator How many? — L
IRGER . R
21 . THEOUAS Ten to fifteen thousand. o
22 =
23 . Eederator Ton to fifteen thousand Deacons, They going A
to live here? ' \

‘They'1l 1ive in the city.

They will live in the city.

TEOYAD That'ss right. S
Eadsrator So woe can expect an influx of ten to
fifteen thousand Deacsns. ; é
?H&E&S Over the next three mwonths. ?
3 Eedsrator Over the mext thres moaths. - -
4
3 Ladies and gentlemen, Our guest tonlght is
ERNEST THOMAS, Reglornal Vice-President and
E Northern Director af the Deacons for Defense
and Justice, which opsued an office on the west
side hero /three weeks szgo. If you have a
o
, «.,“5“ S e
m’« § 5t ‘
|
g X""‘
' ) B - -
'? v oz
s e e T S LT 7 == r
fp%}%{:vﬁm“>w&ﬁ?§{33*;§3?iﬁg ésﬁﬁi, :
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Eodarator

THOMAS

CONF,

(7

TIAL

(l f\.
,} o«
guosiinag or o ooronf e invite you to give us a
c¢all here on o.n Hot Lizme., Our telephone ;
number is 847-2602, }
'y
(Commercial) {

Well, we are back with you ladies and gentlemen.

Our guest tonight ERNEST THOMAS, Regioral ';

SET ST

¥i{wPresident and Northera Director of the ‘;7;

Deacons for Defense and Justice, Our télephoné

|
number 847-2602, and from 211 iasdications a lot

Y - B
of people are going want

~to talk with you, Mr, THOMAS, 1I'd like to ask

"p{

you two or threa_other‘questions before we go
to the telephone an; that is - you kanow that ]
we have a lot of'young.peaple here in ChicagOﬁ
They have sssociated themselves in what we caﬁl
gangs, west side gangs, east side, scuth sideq
sorth side, You rame it and they've got gangé.
Will there be z youth prograza wlith the De#cong?
Yes, we are hoping strongly that Qe can-get a"
‘pretty decent yocuth program, f'

You going to draw them frdﬁ this group here?

Pardon?

CONCOMENTIAL
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o oyow Anterd

want to try to work with them somé type of way.

to keep them primariiy iz soxething, in an

; -
A

VR

.TM

AP

+he youth ffpm the gangs?
{ ,

rprnhgﬁﬂfg whothaor e 23 & gang youth o? a youth we

. e e . .
L ST SRR T oy

active way, and we hope to try and form softball |

leagues all over the city and maybe a little ~: _i
participation in that baseball kague and what ;1éi
" happens, you know, o ' :j

Well, one other question. What do yoﬁ think 7-%f

about the peace demonstrations? We've been

_having some peace dsmonstrations against our

| PR
i B

——

involvement in Viet Nam for a few months now.

|
|
Well, 1've been more or less pushed into several

of themn,

in them,

way, go this way znd I ended up there. i
FuBag's puzzling me it is S0 muny whites out

there talkipg about erd the war in Viet Nanm ané

they are the

whatever the U,S

= e

)

1 ended up the police said go this ,;

I didn't understsnd them vntil I was;

But

But you didn't say these individyal whites who are

asking; I am thinkimg abouat the young man who 13

HTTTATY




" goderator

TIOEAS

B gadrey Loous o F *m:f \-\i}rrcw n;j_ght, g ;
CONFKNT[ FARL SILBAR. Huv he is very much égainst the i
AL 3 o
profit that's iu the.., E ]'i;
. Well, that's trﬁe. But whuat I amwSay is } }%
‘1 don't see Negroes on a mass scale out there 'Eg
talking about the war in Viet Nam, I think ;%
this is really what meed to be that blacks say | g
well why should I go to Viet Nam. - }"?i
Oh, you think they should be cut on the peace Ljié
move, or are you? _ !‘f
I'm saying that Afro-Americzzs should be out ;

" there. I'm not so much concerned with- whether

!
they are integrated put there but I'm saying ‘i
that because there is a different cut of the .
pie when although some the ones that are
protesting now the war in Viet Wam whites may |

eventuslly end up working on the space ship

that goes to tke moon Or EomewWhere. But I'm

speaking of black paople that are dying aﬁd
that have died in every war im this couqtry'and 7
pow when we come back home we canrtot get our

rightful slice of the pie. And every group,

f e
'(
*ﬁ

iy
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ewgiry ohlkor minc tly group has gotten aeﬂiée' : 5

?HTWAL.@f the ple, Ful lg wihy I am saying black ; “%

people are goiung Lo have to szy well why dod't-_l'-ig

you go fight yuur battle until you give me l '_;

my rightful share ofrtﬁe pie. See, because 5 g

I believe in this law in the sea, You know, é

} o - the ship is sunken .and damaged and you tow it ; tﬂ;

in you get so much of the cargo. .So I think if | '3
we help you exploit the people then we should

have a rightful cut of the pie.

tor " One other question, What do you thizk of the S

—— ———

political structure he;e in Chicago?

w * _
Well, from all indications it is a pretty -

bad thing. . -

34_ TMadarsior : In what respect?
e b
se.  TSGMAR Well, in all respeacts, : o

,pﬂédarator Such as,

THEDYAS ¥ell, all these problems exisi, unamployment;

like I say the fuse is 1lit to blow up and this

24*4 , is because X number of things. Welfare is not

|

42 giving the welfare recipient enough morey, they

47

P are taking the man and tearing him away from his
49 ;
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5”; family and suppsrt his wife and kids and run i " §
g CONFY ITIALy out of the mouse so it is just a whole lot ! ééﬂ
'%1 - of things that cause this and I thi“k the : fg
i§ . ; political structure mostly everything in the :§ 1g§
1; _// city of Chicago is political tied anyway. ;‘ _E
gﬁ' Haderptor Okay. Ladies and gentlemen, our guest ERNEST | :é

fHOHAS, our telephone number 847-2602, We' re

édhg to stop here forga short messagé.

(Commercial) A S e
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= First Speaker
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Woll, we ara wvick with you ladies;and gerctlemen,

YESLEY SOUTH is your host, Our sﬁest ERNEST‘Q
{ 1
THOMAS end our telephone number 847-2602, |-

Let's go and see what some of ourllisteners:'

have to ask you,
This is the Hot Line. }
Hello Mr, SOUTH. . ;

»

Yes. ’ —

This is EARL YOUNG., I haven't caught all'ofl,,J;

your program but I did catch a portion of it

for your interview with the Deacons and I

would like to say with all due respect to the

: o
Deacons and any comktructive approach they I

may have to solving the situations and many °

-

problems that we are havimg inm Chicago I do

hope that if they have the chacce to meet with

city officials that they will make it clear

e R P o SRR O b S

QUEr

Eraee

pien

that they do not represent the Neéro population§7

as a whole because judging from the appearanée

that they seem to be givicg ¢a the program I

for one would not want to ke represented by tbem

Thank you,
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Second Speaker

?2

£ s A
T :
Thank yvon 20y 7.0 gells L "
 Thank you Bir. .

This is the Hot Line.
Hello.
Yes, may we have your guestion.

Mr. THOMAS, did I hear you Say that you are

expecting from ten to fifteen thousand Deacons

in the city of Chicago very shortly.

Yes, in the next three months,

How are they gbing to live? Will they bhe
working on jobs or will they bring money
‘enough to support themselves? ,
Well, the organizatidh will worry
You say that you are not going to
; going‘to

in demonstrations aad you are oot

offer any...

Wait a opinute., I think you

Now I said.
misinterpreted me.
was not too concerned about demonsirating in
the streets.

I inferred from your comrefsation

Yes, and

that you ére not going to offer any armed

'wa

about that.

part;qipate-

i
|
!

|

I said we 2s 4n organization =
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L repigtanes ¢ tho poiiu., so I would like to-

TR

know what von would describe as the exact : 3

CONFYRNTIAL

ETGWE T

function of tho Deacons in Chicago. 1

- : lﬁg@gas- Well, wo would'probably be pretty'busy telliqglﬁ%

:iBI' ': ﬁ/' a man the problems, and I think by telling him.'§

?;_W t /f the problem and pointing to the problem and ’
?;il . : the street groups can more or less demdnstraée‘

around them if they like, - , | | '1

gacond Speaker I would like to ask you cne more question. i;lg-

Will the Deacons participate in any political
campaigns while they are here?
SIONAS .- Sure we will participate in political

campaigns while we ure here,

|
|
|

Heagond Speaker Here is one more thing. This is the last
questibn. What sort‘bf success have you had
in recruiting people from the city of Chicago?

SEOHAB Vell, as I say we have somewhere around 455 T

- now-and I consider that from the time we havai -

had to work with them I figure it's very

successful, '

Soeond Speaker That is since you had your office open for

three weeks
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hisdsrator
217
22
23
24
LSW
26
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;g7 Teird Epeaker

Thiﬁd Speaker

Han rator

[}
e

&) £ é

A Y

¥o, Wo have Leea in the eity of Chicago for

the last seven woatho th I've heen off and

on in the city,

UV|‘I

 Okay, well, thank you very mech, - -

Thanks for calling,

Where is your office located?

1230 South Pulaski,:

Let's get back to the telephone.

~ This is the Hot Lire.

Hello. Mr, THOMAS please,

Go right ahead.

Mr, THOMAS, I understand you to say that you

are going to point up the problems to the man. -

Aren't the problems already poleted up? -1

mean, aren't they aware of the problemé nOW?
I think I ;made that statemeat that the man‘
knows more about the problem than I a?d you

put together.

Why do you need fifteea thousand othe: people

in here to crowd the situation thay we now have

to point up a problem that is already self-

evident?
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Begause i'll t- L1 Fou é; ™ Because as I aay :

we're not opne of the noanviolent groups and ve -§

don!t thinh that we are not in the city to _get_'_i é

<) | hurt or beat. o .;gg

ig? ?hifdﬂﬁpeaker To incite a riot? o i E_;;g

o TEOHAS | Pardon? | | i ‘ ;i

}ET Tﬁifd spsaker You here to incite a riot? LI
éégy_ﬁﬁﬁewas ' If a riot occurs it w111 occur on its own.

We are not here to irncite a riot but then alsof;%}

we are not intending to be intimidated and

M

beat by anyone and if you know the gentleman

th side that

.that s running out on the sou -
HERBERT (phonetic), the man that came in his o
. " ‘ -

office and shot him up. Now we don't 1ntend xS

to hq.Ve that either. . - ;
Third Speaker But that was not the man. Thel was the : ‘
| colored man. | '?
THOKAS _ The cqlored man. ) |
i- Third Bpeak;r .Yes, he was sﬁbt.by a Xegro. ;3
154, THOMAS | Well, you know you white people can put. Negroes
gg:- = o | up to do things too. We Lave spme black people
:g‘;' : with black skin that's white, you know, And
jg when I see that happen that's a weak-minded
2%. . | | black-map.
52 ' 'wﬁn >
53 . :
5 gl
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36 |
57 !
52 - ’
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59 x" O |
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ﬁp,a 'ﬁy@akor (pfrfea, wall anethoe thingéia'kapoknlog‘thn . ',T ;

iﬁk( slums and the rats, Who creates‘th? slqms? “i :%
5%;‘.1.%(.}?&3 CON'&NTIAL Who creates the slums? ; - ’ "
?‘g" 2ird Spesker . Yes. S F' | .i _QE
:'2 -Tﬁqms K Tte people, | f
ii TEL}d géeaker The people, right., So if the Negroes create ':
15, : t

their own sBlums,..

No, When they move into an area that's 33 to

40 years old, they never moved into a ghetto

—. _.._..._.‘;w..' o ‘E‘I_b_‘ " e i =
[ RN

‘or a large community of 40 or 50 blocks of new J

housing like white developmenis goss up.

zgéﬁﬂeﬁﬁrator You don't mean that to be true in Chicago.,—

Youre talking about in,some areas.

In some areas of Chicago, that is gight. K .

In the ghettos is what I'm spsaking of. : .
4 Third Spaaker- Negroes have moved in Chicago into brand new % 1
j2ﬁ £ " -houses and have created slums right in their % ~?§

present house. - They move into old housing that t-*ﬁ

! has been kept clean in spite of the age and dirty LR
: ' i
12 it. . They steal light bulbs out of their own -
3.
447 community, they write on the walls, Do we blame :
45 ’ v .i‘ :
16~ the white man for this? ;
7 . e ‘ :
48 e L
49 *%?f%:z; R
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Spesn
' HOMAS ~

IWP

?hird Spesker
4
THOMAS

“‘FQ:Third Speaker

IAL

!
|
| I
- Shouldn’t this be taken up with the Kegro? -:l_;&

1f théj are creating their own problems,

make it be like it 1=s.

S/  CONR

Ml v rela Wt

—

AN

Well, you see where the responsibility comes §

B s I

is if the man don't make encugh money,..

Lanmr e ey

Pardon?

e
P LT s i

Well, do you want me to answer it or I'i11 |
listen to you? .

I want you to answer it.

Well, now you see when a man do not have a

‘decent job, because the only reason he don't

have a decent job is ¢hat he is biack. And

" all of this perpetuate the whole situation to

Here a man, He is 'l
worried how he is going to make znother buck |

and you worried about wheither you going to i

. paint your house this week or mext week or whaf

color you going to change it, And.?e dom't |-
avén see where he can get any paini, you see,
And these are the problems thzt exist to crete
2 slum, Then you brimg in all the slum
buildings that are supposed to really be teern

down and the city inspeclors come by and they
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(;)".l@ﬂk the buildir~ and t¥ )}"\lip hin a buck

s

and they go head cn, The building go on and
EOﬁ: the next wminute it is a fire trazp and}it kills

(TIAL

fifteen or twenly

e an

MO0 S N LN e e
. s

P ARSETE - 1

;9

!
| 1
kids in the bul ldings. S
! B
!
|

. PR
| P e

_;'2 Thimd 3p?aker w?ll, what about the housing that the
“3 T '. : !
14 ; ,/ Negroes buy and they in turn rent to the

-3

Negroes and the Negroes go about destroying ﬁ fé
the properties that they are rerting from. ;
Negroes, Do they blame the white man for that?

T = """'..’ .

Well, I observe by what you are sayiog I'm

quite sure you are caucaslan.

5“

26 rhizd Speaker Oh, I'm quite black, ' e
27, : '
28 m@ms Well, you are caucas'ian‘ minded, so when I say

'*!".‘i ¥ )
'

|

|

i
that I don't mean the pigments of your skin, :l .

|

!

3

; We have a lot of black people that ﬁore or less-z

%' white/black and they don't understand the

g b o problems of their owa race, Aand I am quite r
iﬁgfl- . sure you fall imto thls calegory fhat_you don't j i@
ig' : understand your own fellow (inzudible). lu{ .
3; Third Speaker I think we're using black s &n excuse.

Zg; THO&AS - Well, if you show me aay black man in America or

12 8 " black woman ia America that is free them I'11

:; ' ‘ give up. o
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Thixd &peaker(Q}

16 qmird Speaker
TEOUAS . \

3

T2ird Speaker
- TROMAS

: " Third Speaker -

TZOMAS

<A Y _ :
' Third Speaker

™~

Well, being f:ue bas = J. ing to do' with being

clean.

Whether you got two miliion doliars or two
hundred million dollars. A black man with
teo hundred million dollars is mot free.

Pardon?

Being free has nothing to do with being clean,

Sure it does. You think the grosps in Viet

Nam is clean?

Well, we're not speakirg of Viet Nam,

No, but I'm sayizg do you think they're
clean. (inaudible). e
We're not speaking Qf Viet Nam because the
Deacons did not go to Viet ¥am they came to-
Chicago. )

We have some in Viet Nam too. For your

information,

well, yes, I heard that about Viet Nam, But

‘what I'm saying the problem hers 18 Chicago

and what we want to do is make the living

conditions in Chicagl...

i

L

e P
T

A Y ST

W H
I
CONGENTIAL ?
. T e M T T T -
. - ' -:’M‘ l “i ‘. . ) s ‘
.‘-*—H N T e Y Pl e, e - : ‘
SR A ;r‘:,;:: e
T .z;z‘: e e e 5“"‘“*- A 3&‘%“;;@%1%

aaga TR e

T AT T




' ’.M
i
13 . g /
14 v /
15 - v
16 i
17
18
P,
' Third Speaker
25X e
soi TROMAS
EARES
1235 Third Speaker
32
3¢5 THOMAS
35
36,
"l!'.
JET
19 Tnird Speaker
41 .
2 TEOHAS
48"
45

‘this is my concern, ‘Now your concern might. 'T'
|

helping the black man help himself?

£ |

wd ~ . Co

¥ell, we are striving tor the conditions of the
{

- t\-'

whole U.S. Ve are not just concaqhed.Just with
3y i
Chicago. I want to be able to goto New Ybrk,i

-

. i .
anywhere else., We zre mot just concerned with| ‘

AR Tl Tt - il

just Chicago because I have some sixty seventyi '
chapters and I am concerned about what is going

on in all these seventy different places. And :

be just right here in Chicago, but mine's not,
Well, since you are here in Chicago don't you

think part of the program could be geared toward =

—— |

|
That's true, e S {

I mean like not only fighting for your.nights.,..
And onme of those ways is o £4ind himself and to

be a man. And we cannot find ourselves and be?,:‘
y

a man by lettizg you whip me gide the head. j~£;

Now everybody isn't whipped side the head.

TN S Y

Well, you whip ome way Or the other or you
whip side the head or you whip mentally.

Either way youw whipped.




. " Third Speaker
U qHOMAS

ﬁgou&s

Third Speaker

Moderator

' Third Speaker

L ™ J
RN '

So what do we do? Do we go through physical
i
violence or do we try to alleviate the problem%

L T
[ e 2 LT L

that create the situation? -{

i

¥ell, when you go to try to deal with the ‘] F
| ' i

. ¥

problem that creates the situation then that i
brings on violence b@cause tke man never wants '3§

go give any ground. You umderstand? Why, you
think you never seen the civil rights pecple

get their heads whipped down South@

Oh, yeS...

' You never seen them get arrested in Chicago?

Pardon? )
L ) _
I've never been in the South but they have ha

heads whipped in other areas other than the

I - S . -
S S R R
R 1 il -
Lo R "
SR T I IR

South.
i
Right., Have you heard of police 'brutality 1n3

Chicago? N

Yes, thére’s police brutality in Chicago but

-_,:__.._..s:i{...h:uw,k
. B L-'.‘ o

what-I'm‘speaking of is tha fact that there
are more areas to work than just the violence. ;
So you would bypass the court and we'll take

care of this, is this what the Deacons are

- saying?

J
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27 ‘uiﬁftiwk abor

16 . Eoderator
ngﬁugth Speaker
N -ﬁoderator

i2 Fourth Speaker
THOMAS

16 ?bnrth_Speaker

i

NTIA|

1]
Y

P .
sut I think the.

0

I
2 ., e are not & ing thal

lady got mixed up for whem we as an organization
i .

was not intending {o spend a fortune:goiﬁg
through the courts when the one Fede;al law
says you have tha right -to picket to lawful
assembly and all this and then the city
official comes in and arrests you and you go
through courts, city\courts... _ :
You say you are not going to demomstrate,
No, we are not going to get out tﬁere doing
that.

We -have to cut you off here mam, We have-a--
couple commercials comipg up. Thnn? you for
calling. Good night. '
Our telephone number 847-2802,
(Commercial)

This is the Hot Line,

Yes, Mr. SOUTH. -What is youar guest, Mr, THOMAS? .

Yes, ERNEST THOMAS,

Is he on? Well, Mr. THOMAS.

Yes sir,

You said that you were asked to comg here.

Would you mind explaining who asked. you to

come here?
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TULS Ko, I don't thiuk it is pocessary to answer
UMy \TIA”Y°“'
Pcurth Speaker It is none of xy business, -
L.

. i THOLLS
: 13‘ Sy
1 Fourth Speaker
4 . :
!‘,S: :
ﬂls:“.
5 rakwas
st |
%2; ' Fourth Speaker
; gzi fgcdﬁrator
3535
36"
27,
é'ja__rourth Spsaker

50T Hoderator

anerator
? Fourth Speaker

401 Moderator

%lf

43 -rﬁoms
15 '

i6

47

i8

49

w oo

5
«
]
S

lo
!
|

IO W7
o T

' Fourth Speaker .

)

N

Pardon?

You say you don't think it is none‘pf my

business?

I say I don't think it 1s necessary for me

to answer that.

I don't see why.

This man lives here., He is a Xegro you comé

here to help him,

Come here to help }qurdo what, -

%
Sir, he has come here to help you. I would

say too I would say it's your busi?ess—to Know.

I am a Negro. ' - g
That's what I say.

Yes, and that's wby I ask YO e

I know the NAACP say they didn't &bk you.

. The Urban League say they dida't ask you.
I don't mean established groups such like that. &

These are various people and from small groups.
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2 | |
| i.,, L S Co - \ L
-2?]t¢¥ﬁg§ﬂurmtor I kpow churches have said they didﬁ’t ask &ogf} é
;i | zi;uﬁlfo come in, | ; ﬁg
?1: THOMAS 'ques, like I say we are not golng to disclose .!  1
- . k who invited us in. _ o . ‘! f%
%; | E@darétor Is there any reason? I mean-is this a secret ;f f
igﬁff i _ . organization? - | i ;é
lvl;iﬁlTEQHAS : . Not an organization._ We got our signs up. _L ;éé
. We're here. But I'm speaking of who invited '?=§§
us, And this have a terdoncy to get the peoplL o
that invited us into a bind becszuse they do
g _work for the power structure. 5 _1“__1H_' g
;i:? ¥oderator You would say that someone invited you in, 1
- THOUAS . A lot of people, ye;t : | 1
Fgurth Speaker Would you explain who .the lct of people are.ri
' Can't you give me SOmB... ‘
3_;i‘ TEOUAS I thought I explained this to you. Say if you
: worked for the mayor and your name Was on the??é§¢
would you want me to give that name out? -
Fcurth Spedker Listen, we have a lot of groups here. In other
:4&. _ ‘ words we have got too many groups here. 5 5*
;2 . TEOHAS No{ we never have too many becauée we haven't E
e 3 ' | solved the problem, Meantime whether we've got
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THEOMAS

Erourth Speaker
THOMAS

Fourth Speakerq

. THOHAS
Fourth Speaker

. THOMAS. -

4l . .Fourth Speaker
a2 "

n’c\

< N

¥ill you listen to me, You knoy you say it

again that you was goirg to bring in about
Now you kaow you:
i

Therq

e el s

e B Sl e TSR T T e

fifteenm thousand Deacomns,
ain't got no fifteen thousand Deacoans,
ain't an organization among the Negroes i L
today got fifteen thousand Negroes in it. |
Wait three months and call me bhck and aaf
that, |
Waitiﬁhree months, Look., I've been here in .fj?

Chicago‘ long before you were born,

Well, we're not arguing that point,

And you say you’ve‘been here six months,,

Yes, six to seven months off and on, .
Now you don't know what's going on in Chicagb

no more than whet somebsdy tell you,

Well, I don't see..., In other words you

o

saying'l can’t see the problem!
Wait a ﬁimute. You going to hear me now, We

do not want no pistol packing Deacons here gg'
bacause we get along without a riot and you

know you can't accomplish nothing in no boistero:
way and I don't like your attitude, You spoke

about the man looking in'the store at the ham,

Den'’t you know that'a a match for a riot? Don't

you know thatﬂf . ‘ S ?
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5 ‘ SN

S EORAS Pardon? '

??emth Speaker Huh? ;
;%T“lﬁhodera50nnw?‘larﬁnljﬂe said doan't you know that your statement j f%
;2 ) ) : of the hungry man looking at a ham in.the storé_:lé
£34, ff | is a match for a riot, | o
l; THOHAS " Well then I can't help that, | .
igf Fourth Speaker Yes you can help Fhat by not épeaking and ;
fs"' ' " things. And here's another thing I want to i

tellywu, Any time the groups get together lik?ﬁg-

that you've been...you see we. are American |

citizens,

‘That's right. : ST I s

Don't deal just on bFack, black and.white, "'
!

black and white. Don't you know what you're
doin g? You just buildipg up more:hatred
between the two races. '

I'm not striving for love. We're striving for %’

g : respect for one another,

30 ¢
4rj - Fourth Speaker We don't want no pistol packing Deacons here, -

12 ' B
43, ~ THOMAS ' Well, we didn't say we was pistol packing, -g!
15 Fourth Speaker I'ma Negro myself, and I'm going to tell you

i6
47 . so far as I'm concerned you should never have

i8 :
349 - come here,

50 ' 5
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,1011, you ara € titled\gj‘ﬁour opinion.

. Then you was talking about tha po

Tl&‘nd 311 such as that

_\,,,

-ghettos or no slums or nothing 1

‘}ain’t been here long en@ugh to‘kn

*lLos Angeles, no where.

' Speak a little louder please.‘
New York:or'ﬂ

Moderator -“ﬁHe said no differenge here than

TChibago.

- That's right. It's o aifreremt.’
, rents

 ‘0kay. Thank you for calling Bir,

 THOMAS

Hoderator

g il

Hpourtn Speaker_f‘ i Okay.
' . Good night.

'loderator,

This is the Kot Line.‘

Fifth Speaxer_Gx;;_

! Moderator
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; ? going to be righg,:p__h<

" THOMAS | il  That's true.

,irifth_Speakerf




{yname of OVERTON.

‘Yes, you do.

"*7;’_ Okay.' Thanks tor calling.

-i(Commercial)

: This 19 the Hot Line.,

”fI would 1ike to address a rem&:k or two

Hr.TEOMAS Hr. THOHAS, I'm white and 1'

. more than you have years. In ather wo;dg;

Hn e “’-‘.b" 5.

you were born,

E want to exclude white people from

¥

“

HIAAN O d da e da e s




'_--case. You'll defend wh:lte civuJ righ

‘_only let white peOple in,’ I coald name you_

-




No, It“s jum mg a Az §~k oxgani,hation,
j\”nothing wrong ﬁach bains a’ blac:;organiza i

jho,:hutl;ou g2y that tna purpoaa

Hegro,to work for his dignity

1ntérested ag.fou

\jthe rights ‘of the Negroxpeople

__be barred from & granp lika that?

finnd before yon answer 1 would like to. a-

 }{% this question.‘

| woman that the pigmentation ot h
B have been..,
Ti‘but her,skin was dark.: Ihat about a

being. e _

wEO¥AS - L v \lf Whitaand dark 1nside?

E‘Hoderéto;;f

THOMAS ' f{ka we11, that's‘true._:




know me personally‘ know that I m a_f pretty nice;

‘-:Jm»_ﬂ%

L f.._;,this is what it j.s, Wa have a.__‘ilo"t'_o_i_!_ whit 3

' l_ that we work \vith
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DDJ ASSOCIATIONS WITH SUBVERSIVE GROUPS i

;- Hﬂmt ERNEST THOMAS
Viice President of the Deacons of Defens and Justice, ;

Ancorporated, from Jonesboro Ilouisiana, will speak at
Detroit, MJ.UIIJ-BI;].II’ on April .L, 1966, at a forum spomsored

- by the Friday Night Socialist Forum which will be held at

e s

3737 Woodward Avenue, 'Detroit, Michigan, é

The source advised that some of the proceeds
derived from this affair would be utilized to assist the *
Deacons of Defense and Justice, Incorporated, in connection i
with their activities in the Louisiana area. l

N ot ERNEST THOMAS, ey

Vice President of the Deacons of Defense and Justice,
Incorporated, from Jonesboro, Louisiana, spoke in Detroit,
Michigan, on April 1, 1966, at a forum sponsored by the
Friday Night Socialist Formn which was held at 3737 Woodward
Avenue, Detroit, Michigan.

|
|
|
i
that THOMAS was the featured speaker(¢)
at this forum and oke for approximately one hour,
approximately 60 to 70 individuals, the(&/
majority of whom were Negro, were in attendance at this ?
forum, ;

THOMAS, during his talk, indicated that by the E
summer of 1966, there will be'groups of Deacons" in every ]
community in both the North and South, THOMAS indicated |
that the headquarters of the Deacons is located in Chicago |
and that the Deacons also receive their trainipng in Chicago
before being dispatched to various cities throughout

the United States to form Deacon clubs.,

THOMAS indicated, at the present time, that the
Deacons are directly in need of funds and that the Deacons,
in order to obtain these funds, plan on putting pressure con
rich Negroes, THOMAS indlcated during his talk, if the
white power structure in the United States does not maintain
law and order, then the Deacons plan to take law and order
into theilr own hands.

-

58

COM F“x"‘m;‘\_L

— . — - —— e (

'—"M"-w i’ uv.A. ‘E\r.-..‘

gy




NO 157-3%; J7 | €, o

- BJC:jmp . '

CONFIPRNTIAL

He stated that the Deacons would deal in a harsh manner with

CR Rz

=

any informants of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) |

- A e it %

;ﬁ - or Central Intelligence Agency within their organization and:
1o pan on utilizing all their resources in an effort to get
S 13 Negro citizens to vote in the forthcoming elections throughout
14 /the United States, C
s g :

16 THOMAS indicated that his organization was ot
R protecting civil rights workers in the South and preventing | ’
anyone from harming these civil rights workers while engaged J;, &
in their activities. THOMAS discussed the recent riotimg in |
the Watts area of Los Angeles, California, and that which togas
place during the summer of 1965. He indicated it was significant -
that in the recent rioting which took place in the Watts N
area, that many of the individuals involved were armed with
rifles and other weapons, whereas during the summer of 1965,
very few of the Negroes were armed. |

2T, " lb'
30+ :
3L - |

et ACTIVITIES OF KNOWN OR ALLEGED C_H_Ai’TER_S OF THE DDJ

g New Orleaps, louisiana, chapter

o _ N , f£
$3 giiiLe Nev Orleans fnapfe_rw LTI
y h holds monthly meetings and that an executive

meeting is normally held on a weekly basis. (D

j;’ while the chapter has a letter of approval from the parent
17 chapter in Jonesboro, Louisiana, @prefers to regard the
;8 Orleans Chapter as an indepe_ndent entity.

fg the New Orleans Chapter does not
21 operate under the instructions and by-laws of the parent

52 chapter in Jonesboro and was primarily formed in New Orileans
for the purpose of furthering needs of the Negroes in

e connection with the voter registration and employment along
f* legal lines.
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g ?declin d to Turnifh the identities of apy P
g members or e total membership of the chapter and said

that this was a policy that had always been followed fron -
the- beginning, He said that if any member cares to disclose’ |

™

! "
15 his identity as a Deacon, there is no objection to this, l_b'm.
13 / .
14 / S s2id that the Deacons in New Orleans do not _b7L
15 . -~ wear any uniforms or possess any equipment and that they are :
16 mt encouraged to obtain firearms, but are only told what Pt
1 the legal requirements are in relation to firearms. He alsc | 4
18 said that his chapter has never been asked to assist other i
Yo Deacons throughout Louisiana or out of the State of Louisians.

He said that he does not regard the Deacons as a "guard"
outfit and that there are no plans for the New Orleans D
to participate in any racial activi ouisi
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! meetings of the
i nden chapter of the DDJ were held on March 8, 1966
March 15, 1966 '
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12 :
13 ) S |
14 / the DDJ chapter at Minden has'

‘g ' not purchased any firearms and has no plans to purchase any -L7C
16 firearms. bTE
. . &
LB

Y..,

April 12, 1966; April 19, 1966;and A 2 1

— !
meetings were held on April 5 196?;'?

He stated that this

chapter does not own any guns or any other weapons,
. U o . i o :1. s

27

28 at the chapter had meetings.
% 1966; April 12, 1966; April 19, 1966; and April 26,
30 -

3l '

1250 that the racial situation in Minden is ;
33t quiet and that he does not see any possibillity of violence. |
314 He said that the Deacons do not possess any guns or other ;
25 weapons, ;
b ’ |
ggii* Jonesboro, Louisiana, Chapter i e,
IR - - : K ’ . 51 T
39 Jonesboro, !
0 Louisiana, advised on April 6, 1966, that the DDJ in

3 Jonesboro is a passive group and takes action only as a

12 - result of action. (AP that the local Negroes

23 in Jonesboro are presently involved in court action

44 against local officials and have met no resistance in

15 their drives towards desegregation. there was

56 no indication of increase in activity by the DDJ in

17 Jonesboro in the foreseeable future.

+8
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o At Alleged DDJ at Cleveland, Ohio %
:, : t.
7 f

|

|
ROANIZATION !
1, 1966

12

13 rranged to show a clip of a- evision interview conducted

14 4oy station WJW of one HARLLEL’JONES, also _known . as ROBERT |

15 . _~JONES to Special Age I
17 B | '
18 During this interview, JONES stated that he is part : ’

of the. Bandung World, which he described as being the non-white
world which actually comprises the majority of the world. !
JONES stated he considers himself as spokesman for the IQ,
peasants and that he is a member of the DDJ which has 56 ,bT
chapters throughout the United States. JONES advised _b7-D
that he is vice president of the local Deacons group in
Cleveland, Ohio. He said that this group has high-powered P
rifles and that the rifles had been purchased in downtown ;
department stores and from Army and Navy stores. |

on June 20, 1966,
advised that has no information indicating
that the DDJ either functioning or holding regular ~
meetings in Cleveland, Ohio, '

Bogalusa, Louisiana, Chapter
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v
vised that the DDJ of Bogalusa is planning to go to ‘”?7*1 ;
Baltimore, Maryland, sometime after the completion of the /%’ ;
2 present MEREDITH march in Mississippi. T 4
3 / o
1 / S (1,2 no specific date has been ;
15 - set for the trip to Baltimore but added that it is !
16 definitely planned. He further stated that the number of ; L
1Y Deacons who will participate in this endeavor has not been ! i
18 decided upon at this time, b L
1 : Cju N A 1
4%

Y $ 0900 f .
D

@GP icclined to furnish a membership list and _b7
indicated he would not do 50 at any time, .

5

i
| |
Alleged DDJ Chapter in Washington, D.C, |
, | |
An article appeared on page B-1 of the March 30, \

3240 1966, issue of "The Washington Post and Times Herald,' a !
330 dally Washington, D.C.,, newspaper, captioned "Bogalusa Unit
347 Plans Move to D.C.," authored by WILLIAM RASPBERRY, A

35 copy of the article is attached.

;_* The article by RASPBERRY indicated that the DDJ i o
BT - planned to establish a chapter in Washington, D.C., and he L
39 questicned the plans for such a move, !.The article stated

3 that according to JULIUS W, HOBSON, ‘mf1itant. leader of

11 ACT and a prospective Deacon,” the move to the area was due

42 to increasing brutality on the part of police officers and

43 the failure of officials to punish it. HOBSON, according

44 to the article, said that the Deacons could probably regrult

15 as many as 300 to 400 men in the Washingto D.C., area, and

16 it was HOBSON's theory that Negroes must organize te strike

47 back at brutal officers.

18

49

S0 -

advised the FBI as follows:
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i
WILLIAM RASPBERRY, writer of the article in the !
|
!

ORI Pl T S0t S

March 30, 1966, issue of "The Washington Post,"” wrote an
article entirely misleading to the readers, and appeared to ¢
present information obtained from HOBSON, which was not
true. RASPBERRY had attempted to 1nterv1ew HOBSON on 5
/apprOxlmately February 26, 1966, at which time HOBSON referred
. him to someone else,

' HOBSON* personally demanded a public
retraction by “The Washington Post" of the article; however,

he was granted the privilege of writing a Letter to the
Editor with his comments, which he was assured would be
published on March 31, 1966,

Stem e

—————— e e

Alleged DDJ Chapters in Mississippi _11;16

o . [ "i“,
Mississippi ‘
Freedom Democratic. Party (MFDP), 5074 North Farish Street,

Jackson, Mississippi, advised that the
MFDP, to his knowledge, has no one in their organization who
is a member of the Deacons of Defense and Justice (DDJ),

He said the MFDP has been the center of the civil rights
movement within the state of Mississippi for the past year
along with the National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP), and there have been no attempts made [
to recruit chapters of the DDJ, To the best of his knowledge, o
there have been no members of the DDJ from Bogalusa, [
Homer, or Jonesboro, Loulsiana, in Jackson for the past

several months attempting to recruit members for the DDJ,

that no additional infOrmationGi/
has been received concerning forming chapters in the state
of Mississippi since last contacted. The scurce advised b

that there are-no chapters af the DDJ within the state of
Mississippi. that the NAACP within the (C/
state of Mississippi has refused to have any association

with the DDJ in Louisiana, and there is no one in the MFDP
strong enough to form a chapter of the DDJ within the state
of Mississippi.
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that he has traveled tumugh@ut(OJ

S | " -

the state of Mississippi on behalf of the civil rights
movement, and he has received no information that ; e
¢hapters have been organized within the state of Mississippi. Lb'f

,/ - | ;
has been no information obtained conceiiini the exiséfmce N :

of any DDJ chapters or actual members, that (g,/-:’

daily contact is had with negro and white civil rig ]

workers., { .
j

advised on April 22, 1966, he
could furnish no pertinent information concerning the DDJ, ‘151é
He said that since the DDJ held a meeting at the Mascnic s
Temple, Lynch Street, Jackson, on August 29, 1965, there has quq:
been no other efforts, to his knowledge, to recruit members.| .
stated that he has attempted to determine if the o
NAACP and the MFDP have recruited members of the DDJ for i

16?;" protection in the Jackson area,and he has been unable to

;l“ ' substantiate by investigation any activity on behalf of the
-1 oy DDJ. - ’ i
124 |
330 :
¢ coselEENE. O
2 i
;2 advised on April , 1966, he could furnish no pertinent ;
Aol information concerning the DDJ not previously furnished. ?
Y sl He said there have been several racial situaticns cccurring |
19 within the state of Mississippi the past several months, but -
. investigation has disclosed no activity 1
;l‘ on behalf of the DDJ. :
1§ Alleged DDJ Chapter in Chicago, Illinois

" On May 25, 1966

ff advised the icago Office of the Federal Bureau of

;é Investigation (FBI) that the Deacons of Defense and Justice,
19 Incorporated (DDJ), recently opened an office at 1230 South
50 Pulaskl Road, Chicago, and the telephone number of the

i Chicago Office of the DDJ is 522-7706,
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ERNEST THOMAS, an organizer for the DDJ reportedly is thA t
individual who is responsible for organizing the Chicago“-;

chapter of the DDJ, THOMAS is° in and out of Chicago i3~
frequently but is not known to have any permanent addres P
in Chicago, i . - __§;§§; e

—l Lo . - -
. -

- m““ the DDJ ix' .
- /incorporated e state of Louisiana only and had notFi W

s filed papers to do businesa in any other stute. RO i

R

.
e g b

i - el -~ ?(

around the United States calling himself the,negionalgé
Vice President and Northern Director of the’ DDJ and’
claimed to set up DDJ chapters in geveral citfe in‘tﬁl;v*vﬂ> e
United States on a militant basis. hat theselC.)
efforts on the part of THOMAS are reportedly entirely of his °
own ition and are nmot supported or condo' >

the(?ejl
DDJ headquarters at Jonesboro, Louisiana, has never received
any requests for charters from anywhere outside of the “i;:+ ‘
state of louisiana and that such charters could not bO_ﬁf“
issued outside the state 1if _they were so requested. o |
’ l

IISCELLANEOUS R ,_1§ TRy
[ iy | 1
On April 19, 1966, a representative of Alcohol
and Tobacco Tax Unit, U.8. Treasury Department, Los  AT.F

Angeles, Californis, advised that his source has been
unable to obtain any information concerning the shipment i
of machine guns from the Czechoslovakian Firearms Manufacturer
to the Deacons of Defense and Justice, His source said that :|-
he now feels that he received false iwformatiop from the
beginning and does not feel that thil matter hs :
His source said that he would continue to be_:

information reflecting upon this matter.
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APDENDIX

| =

FRIDAY NIGHT SOCIALIST FORUM, !
aka, Militant Labor Forum

On May 3, 1965, a source advised that the
Forum is a paper organizatlon set up by the Chicago !
Branch, Socialist Workers Party (CBSWP), Chlcago,
Illinois, for Socialist Workers Party (SWP) members
and sympathizers. Open meetings held under the
auspices of this Forum are geared to be the activities
that the SWP is pursuing at a particular time, e.g.,

unemployment, election campaign, Cuba, segregation, ete.

SUZANNE BUCH, a CBSWP member, is in charge 1
of the Forum and schedules meetings under the name of - |
the Forum in order to conceal the SWP sponsorship of '
same, The meetings of the Forum generally are held at
Chicago SWP headquarters although the Forum, in the
past, has sponsored other affairs, such as meetings, :
socials, and picnics held at other locations, :

The SWP has been designated pursuant to
Executive Order 10450,
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Character RACIAL MATTERS I
Reference Report of SA 'b’lf

at New Orleans, Iouisiana, dated
July 21, 13266.
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All sources (except any listed below) whose identities '
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished relisble
information in the past. -
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This document contalns neither recommendclicns nor conclusions of the FBI, It is the property
of the FBI and 15 locaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outslde
your agency.
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TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (157-2466) (157-4946)
FROM  : SAC, CHICAGO (157-572) (157-840)
SUBJECTO: DEACONS OF DEFENSE AND JUSTICE
{INCORPORATED . &
- RM"(Organization) N S
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00:New OrleansDATE OF REVIEW - 19 - gr, ol _ %‘fe
Enclosed for the Bureau are 12 copies-of a - 8
letterhead memorandum regarding the reported overseas A a{a‘é
travel of ERNEST THOMAS. ag
| 5
Two copies of the letterhead memorandum are/ U§
39 enclosed for Detroit for information; four copies for ,5
10 New York and three copies fq WFO. Awd New oRleans, X gg
it 3|
42 : @ ~ Bureau (Enc. 12) (RﬁNCLCD URH A
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The or1g1na1 information is reported 1n~@,}

o One copy of the letterhead memorandum is being fur-
nished each of the following offices:
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United States Secret Service, Chicago, Illinois

Region I, 113th INTC Group, Evanston, Illinois

DETROIT

Two copies of a letterhead memorandum have been

39enclosed for the Detroit Office for information. =
j‘l’ . NEW ORLEANS _ o
32 ' AT NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA, 1. Will contact informants’

“3regarding the reported depar%ure of THOMAS from the United States
4inc1ud1ng his purpose and intentions.
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CONFMNTIAL
i ' 4
: *2"';“' 2. W;'.’il furnish Chicago complete background information -

ldand descriptive data regarding THOMAS due to his efforts to orgnn
14the DDJ 1h the Chicago area,

'pMWYmm_. ‘ 7?

18 AT NEW YORK CIT'I, NEW YORK. 1. Will contact racial
Hhﬁ“ﬁbthef informants regaraing ihe presence of THOMAS in New xorxrf

ity ‘during the approxvnate period of July 15 - 18, 1966,

f 2, Endeavor to develop information regarding his proposed
23contacts and purpose of travel to Europe,

3. Will characterize {NENEGNDG.

'

- AT WASHINGION, D,C. 1, Wili r-heak passpori records,
JEI)epartment of State, conflrmlng the reported departure of THOI\&AS
?lfrom the United States. -
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535 2, Wwill M sed
3435 descriptive data and background material.

10 - - NEW YORK AND WFO

12 - : Will submit results of investigation to New Orleans
‘Jamj Ck Llcarro.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT Or JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

fu Reply, Please Refer to M .
File No. : 1 J
) Iilinois CON TIAL ;

. | Chicago, 7
h / July /9, 1966
13 157-572 o

14 157-840, o |
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:3 This dccument contains neither recommendations nor

49 conclusions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

50 . It is the property of the Federal Bureau of
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