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World Atlas of Biodiversity addresses the remarkable growth in concern at all levels for 
living things and the environment, and increased appreciation of the links between the state 
of ecosystems and the state of humankind. 

Building on a wealth of research and analysis by the conservation community worldwide, 
this book provides a comprehensive and accessible view of key global issues in 
biodiversity. It outlines some of the broad ecological relationships between humans and the 
rest of the material world and summarises information on the health of the planet. 

Opening with an outline of some fundamental aspects of material cycles and energy flow in 
the biosphere, the book goes on to discuss the expansion of this diversity through 
geological time and the pattern of its distribution over the surface of the Earth, and trends in 
the condition of the main ecosystem types and the species integral to them.

! 340 PAGES

! 43 DOUBLE PAGE MAPS

! 68 DIAGRAMS AND TABLES 

! PLUS 6 APPENDICES (115 PAGES)
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WORLD ATLAS OF BIODIVERSITY
EARTH’S LIVING RESOURCES IN THE 21ST CENTURY

The first map-based view of the world’s living resources

"A thorough and up-to-the-minute account of the 
variety of life on Earth and how fast it is shrinking. One 
cannot plan strategically to prevent the loss of that 
variety without the information and maps that this 
excellent and timely book provides."
Stuart Pimm, Columbia University

"An indispensable resource on information about 
Earth's biological variety and why its conservation is 
crucially important for human survival and well being. 
This volume should be in the hands of biologists, 
policymakers, educators, and the general public 
concerned with our global environment."
Joel Cracraft, Curator-in-Charge, Department of 
Ornithology, American Museum of Natural 
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