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A.S. members reflect on jobs

Several positions to
become available in
upcoming election

JusTIN COOPER
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Associated Students executive elec-
tions often unravel into pulse-
pounding affairs where dreams are
crushed or made. In contrast, the
A'S. representative elections are qui-
eter, but no less important.
Representatives have the duty of
making sure the student voice is
heard on the A.S. council.

The AS. election next semester
will happen from March 16 to 19.
Representatives for seven colleges
will be voted on, plus an eighth cat-
egory for undeclared majors, Arts
and Letters representative Ignacio
Prado said.

Representatives relay information
between their specific colleges and
Associated Students. Each represen-
tative attends the weekly A.S. meet-
ing, possesses a vote and must also
sit on one additional board.

Health and Human Services
Representative Kelley Stewart said
her position has been invaluable
because it allowed her to better
understand the university.

“My experience has been a sur-
prise in that it has been very posi-
tive,” Stewart said. “It’s been
extremely valuable to see the
interaction between our adminis-
tration and students. Just seeing ...
the impact that we can make and
how our voices are heard and real-
ly respected among the adminis-
tration, which tends to make a lot
of changes.”

Knowledge of the inner work-
ings of the university is power,
Prado said. He said that after his
long A.S. experience, he can fix a lot
of problems with a phone call,
because he knows exactly which
administrator to call.

Representatives hear about uni-
versity happenings first, Stewart
said. The much-discussed
Instructionally Related Activities
Fee was introduced to the AS.
Council before it circulated to the
student body at large. The council
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Students at SDSU will decide next March who will be sitting at the table where A.S. executives and representatives make many decisions.

also officially endorsed the IRA Fee
with 21 council members in favor,
17 opposed, and four members
abstained from voting. The deci-
sion was close and the meetings
leading up to the vote were fueled
by vigorous discussion among
council members.

As the council expands to
include more student organizations,
the A.S. council meetings are taking
up more time, sometimes 1asting
more than three hours. This devel-
opment can definitely be “frustrat-
ing” to some members, engineering
representative Amanda Pascoe said.

“The most difficult thing that
I've expressed is probably getting
to speak in a meeting because
there are so many of us and every-
one has an opinion, which is a
good thing,” Pascoe said. “But it
helps you keep your opinion short,
concise, to the point.”

Learning how to conduct meet-
ings in a timely fashion while still
allowing students optimum expres-
sion is a challenge that future AS.

administrations will have to address,
Prado said. Some student organiza-
tions are considered underrepresent-
ed and therefore receive a seat on the
council in order to ensure their voic-
es are heard, Pascoe said.

The College of Arts and Letters
and the School of Engineering are
umbrella  organizations  that
include many clubs related to that
school. A representative such as
Prado in the College of Arts and
Letters speaks for many student
organizations,  while  Jewish
Student Union representative Alexi
Biener speaks only for that student
organization. She is elected by an
internal process within JSU.

Representatives must serve on at
least one board in addition to attend-
ing the A.S. council meeting. Some of
the boards include the Rules
Committee, which handles matters
of AS. law, the Caucus, which advis-
es AS. on diversity policies and the
Finance Board, which approves A.S.
budgets. Attending meetings and
participating on boards and A.S.

tabling in Aztec Center is mandatory
for representatives.

Representatives do have perks
with their positions. They receive an
A'S. benefits card and priority regis-
tration for classes. Representatives
also attend retreats. One of their
most recent ones was to Julian. Their
time at retreats, however, is spent in
training workshops and information
sessions rather than vacationing.

A representative will get as much
or as little as they invest in the expe-
rience, Stewart said.

Prado said potential represen-
tative candidates should be both
driven and willing to “give back to
SDSU.”

“It’s all about commitment. If
youre committed to doing what it
takes to get that seat, you'll be OK;”
Prado said. “You can’t come in there
trying to get something out of it for
yourself. You have to have ... an affin-
ity for service. You have to feel like
you want to give back to SDSU or
else it all becomes a lot of work.”
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ALEESHA HARRIS
STAFF WRITER
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Returning for its 52nd year, the
International Peace Village will

boast San Diego State’s largest cul-
tural showcase experience today

MCT Campus
Students can enjoy events such as Spanish flamenco dancing at Montezuma Hall today.

world to SDSU

in Montezuma Hall from noon to
3 p.m.

The International Peace Village,
according to Sara Clinton, the pro-
grams coordinator for the SDSU
International Student Center, is a
“cultural showcase that aims to pro-
mote friendship, international
goodwill and teach SDSU students
about cultures through an interac-
tive experience.”

With tables manned by interna-
tional SDSU students, the event
was represented by more than 40
countries last year. The program
offers both staff and students a cul-
turally diverse experience. Those
who attend will be afforded the
opportunity to meet and mingle
with many foreign individuals and
learn firsthand about their home
countries.

Food, live entertainment and
engaging conversations are all
included in the event program.
According to event organizers, it

will offer the tastes, sights, sounds
and stories of places far from
America. The International Peace
Village, organizers said, will show-
case 13 top-notch performances
from around the world including a
belly dancing, Indian drumming,
salsa dancing, Spanish flamenco
and many more.

Planned and presented by the
International Student Association, a
representative student group organ-
ized through the ISC, the foreign
festival offers a unique opportunity
for on-campus global exploration.

“Students and staff, regardless
of their country of origin, can and
should always strive to be learning
something new about another per-
son, place or culture,” Clinton
said. “Meeting people from new
places promotes intercultural
awareness, understanding and
ultimately peace.”
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