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Part Four: Biodiversity, Landscapes 
and Historic Management 

4.1 P L A N N I N G  R A T I O N A L E  

National park status has been placed over Fiordland because of its 

impressive natural attributes. The preservation of these natural features 

and values requires some active management, principally to prevent, 

minimise or redress human-induced impacts, including those of 

introduced species. The aim of preserving historic sites also requires 

some active management. This part of the plan is concerned with the 

management, including maintenance, of the park’s landscapes, 

ecosystems, habitats and species and historic sites. 

Effective management of biodiversity, landscapes and historical and 

cultural heritage requires knowledge of the vast natural resources of 

Fiordland, their important and vulnerable elements, and changes that 

may be occurring. Information is obtained in three ways: inventory, 

monitoring and research (these three broad categories are explained in 

section 4.10). Having adequate information makes up one side of the 

management task; the other side consists of specific preservation 

projects deemed necessary to protect or restore natural ecosystems, 

habitats and species in Fiordland. Work within Fiordland National Park 

can be influenced by outside factors, such as national priorities for 

species preservation. Projects may focus on specific habitats or species, 

but the long-term purpose is natural ecosystems preservation. 

Similarly, the preservation of historic sites requires both information 

bases and maintenance work. 

The two sides of the preservation management task provide a 

framework for management policy. Firstly though, an “audit” of the 

resource and current management activities is presented. This audit 

identifies known and potential threats to the well-being of the park’s 

natural environment and historic sites, and what response has been, or 

can be made by management. It sets the scene for policy direction. 
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4.2  A S S E S S M E N T  O F  V A L U E S  A N D  P L A C E S  

4.2.1 Landform 

The geology of Fiordland National Park is distinctive in New Zealand, 

with the nature of the rock, landforms and process that have formed, 

and continue to form, the landscape of Fiordland National Park being 

recognised on both a national and international basis.  

This area contains some of New Zealand’s most rugged coastline and 

deepest fiords and lakes. The temperate rainforest and alpine plant 

communities are outstanding examples of these important ecosystems. 

The vegetation of Fiordland is notable both in national and international 

terms for its diversity and essentially pristine condition. 

In the south-west of Fiordland, the densely forested uplifted marine 

terraces are unique in New Zealand and are internationally recognised. 

Some of these marine terraces are presently at an altitude of over 1000 

metres above sea level with the benches spanning 50 kilometres. The 

oldest of these terraces are approximately 1 million years old.  

Assessed at a landscape level, Fiordland National Park is in excellent 

condition, essentially still in its natural state except for the very small 

areas where development has occurred. The long Fiordland coastline is 

unique in New Zealand because the landscape has not been greatly 

modified by agriculture, fire, or other such human impacts. 

The landform has been created by the uplift of hard plutonic rocks such 

as granite and diorite, which have been subsequently carved into their 

present shape by successive periods of heavy glaciation. 

Most erosion since the last glaciation period has been by way of rock 

falls and slips. Effects are local and minor so that the glacial landforms 

are usually well preserved, other than where rivers have cut deep 

narrow gorges into the valley floors. 

In general the soils of Fiordland are naturally low to very low in fertility 

and biological activity, and weak in structure. They are liable to 

periodic debris avalanches (normal geological erosion), scree, sheet and 

gully erosion. 

Tree avalanches are another regular and distinctive landform feature; 

their effects include the filling of valley floors, the damming of rivers 

and formation of lakes. Much of the Fiordland forest clings to steep 

faces of hard rock covered only by a pad of peat and moss, providing 

rooting space which would be inadequate in a drier climate. Great scars 

are common where the forest has lost its precarious hold or where a 

landslide has carved a path through the vegetation. 

Snow avalanches can occur throughout the alpine areas of Fiordland 

National Park mainly during the winter and spring. Major avalanche 

zones exist in the high Darran Mountains. Monitoring of snowfields for 

avalanche hazard is undertaken along State Highway 94, and to a lesser 
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extent on the Milford and Routeburn tracks. Artificial release of 

avalanches is carried out when necessary to avoid harm to visitors or 

facilities. 

The shore of the outer Fiordland coast reflects the influence of ocean 

waves on hard-rock geology. There are rugged cliffs, but also boulder 

beaches and some sandy stretches. In the fiords, the impact of valley 

glaciation on the landscape has a dramatic effect on the shore. 

Precipitous rocky slopes plunge to depths below water as great as their 

height above. Slips on the mountain slopes deposit rock and tree 

detritus directly onto the foreshore and into the fiords. 

Because of landscape form, river mouths are mainly located in fiord 

heads. Many have developed deltas, which are built up by river gravel 

and re-modelled by persistent wave action. Flooding can bring sudden 

changes to the delta pattern. 

The larger lakes in Fiordland are also situated in old glacial valleys or 

troughs; their shorelines have evolved similarly to those of the fiords. 

The water levels of Lakes Manapöuri, Monowai and Te Anau are 

controlled for the purposes of hydro-electric power generation. 

Operating guidelines for Lakes Manapöuri and Te Anau have been 

established under section 4A of the Manapöuri Te Anau Development 

Act 1963, with the aim of achieving optimum energy output from the 

Manapöuri generating station while preserving the natural shoreline 

features of both lakes. Monitoring of lake management and any impacts 

of controlled water levels upon lakeshore processes is undertaken by 

the Guardians of Lakes Manapöuri, Monowai and Te Anau. 

Artificial replenishment of beaches on the lakeshore adjacent to Te 

Anau township has been carried out in recent years. The presence of 

man-made structures on the lake edge has the potential to interfere 

with the natural movement of littoral sediments along the lakeshore.  

Alteration of beaches has also occurred during periods of high lake 

levels. 

Earthquakes and soil liquefaction, tsunami, flooding, slumping, 

rockfalls, landslips and avalanches (with the potential for local tsunami) 

are natural phenomena, the main management concern being their 

potential hazard to visitors and facilities in Fiordland National Park. 

Karst is a distinctive terrain shaped by the action of water on soluble 

rock - usually marble or limestone. Features of karst landscapes include 

sinkholes, caves, blind valleys, bluffs, gorges, arches and fluted rock 

outcrops. Caves are vital features and provide the underground 

drainage characteristic of karst terrain. 

Fiordland National Park contains only relatively small areas of karst. 

Notable are those on the Hunter Mountains, Murchison Mountains and 

on Mt Luxmore. A prominent line of bluffs lies on the eastern flank of 

the Murchison Mountains above Lake Te Anau. On the lower slopes, the 

Aurora/Te Ana-au cave consists of eight kilometres of passages. This 
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system extends over 270 metres vertically from its uppermost entrance 

to its resurgence near the lakeshore. Aurora cave is significant for its 

size, geomorphology, diversity of form, and subterranean ecosystem. 

The lowest portion (Te Ana-au) has been developed for tourist visits 

with minimal impact on the overall cave system. 

Caves on Mt Luxmore are much smaller. Their alpine location is 

interesting in itself, and other important attributes are their 

speleothems (cave features such as stalactites and stalagmites). 

Caves are sensitive environments - they require protection and careful 

management. The task facing park management is how to best 

accommodate recreational use and mitigate adverse impacts. Access to 

Aurora/Te Ana-au cave, apart from the tourist operation, is currently 

restricted by its location in the Takahë Specially Protected Area (see 

Map 8). Conversely the Mt Luxmore caves have been open to anyone 

wanting to explore them. Some damage has occurred. Although the 

scientific or aesthetic values of these caves are not of such significance 

to justify prohibiting access, some management controls appear to be 

necessary to avoid further damage to them and because of their cultural 

importance to Ngäi Tahu. 

The Waitutu marine terraces are a special feature within Fiordland 

National Park.  They comprise 13 terraces, with the oldest being over 

900,000 years old. This sequence of terraces is arguably the best 

example of its kind in New Zealand. 

4.2.2 Vegetation 

Significant Features 

The southern beeches and podocarps are very old elements of New 

Zealand flora. They have flourished and continue to dominate the 

forests of Fiordland. Silver beech and mountain beech are the most 

widespread species. Red beech is the largest in size but the least hardy 

of the beeches, being essentially a lowland species seldom found above 

400 metres within Fiordland National Park. Near lakes and fiords, rimu 

stands out from the darker canopy of beech because of its weeping, 

tawny-green branchlets, and on alluvial flats fine specimens of rimu, 

miro, and totara are often prominent. These tall trees are often hosts for 

a variety of perching plants (epiphytes). Perhaps the most important 

tracts of podocarp forest are located at Martins Bay, in Back Valley near 

Lake Manapöuri and on the southern coast. 

Three other tree species - southern rätä, kämahi and broadleaf - are 

significant in Fiordland forests because of their adaptability to extreme 

climate and soil conditions. Wineberry, tutu, mountain ribbonwood and 

fuchsia quickly grow in open or exposed areas of forest (and along road 

margins). These species are usually the first to recolonise slip scars, 

along with various ferns. Valley sides can present several stages of plant 

succession. 
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Ferns are common on the forest floor.  A rich variety of ferns including 

Blechnum ferns, shield ferns, spleenworts and filmy-ferns, along with 

the larger tree-ferns are all found. 

Important in the subalpine zone are species of Dracophyllum, Hebe, 

Olearia and Coprosma species.  Also found are three podocarps:  snow 

tötara, pink pine and mountain toatoa; most other subalpine plants are 

woody members of the daisy family and tussock grasses.  Tussock 

grasses of the genus Chionochloa dominate the alpine zone.  Common 

herbs include alpine daisies (Celmisia), native carrots, buttercups, 

speargrasses and many other species. 

Coastal vegetation is influenced by a milder climate than most inland 

areas of Fiordland.  Coastal forest contains a number of species not 

found elsewhere in Fiordland.  These include:  puka, pigeonwood, and 

two species of climbing rätä. Scrub and herbs fringe the windswept 

shores of open coastline. 

Plant life also inhabits Fiordland’s many lakes and their shorelines, 

although little is known overall, of the aquatic vegetation within 

Fiordland National Park. 

Although the predominant flora can generally be found elsewhere in 

New Zealand, Fiordland’s vast area supports a number of rare and 

regionally endemic species. For example, the tussock Chionochloa 

spiralis and shrub Hebe arganthera are endemic to Fiordland and both 

are rare species susceptible to deer browse. Other specialised flora can 

be found in association with limestone areas such as the Kepler 

Mountains and eastern Murchison Mountains. Floristic gradients across 

Fiordland are important features of Fiordland National Park vegetation. 

The lakeshores of some Fiordland lakes form a special community 

containing up to 16 rare species of plants.  These contain some local 

endemic species such as the buttercup Ranunculus recens var. 

lacustris, the cress Iti lacutris, and the dwarf daisy Brachycome 

linearis. 

The lowland forests of Waitutu contain one of the largest tracts of 

unmilled lowland forest in New Zealand.  One of the most significant 

features is the unmilled tracts of rimu-dominated forests which are of 

national importance.   

Fiordland is thought to represent a national stronghold for the three 

species of beech mistletoe, the shore spurge (Euphorbia glauca), sand 

tussock (Austrofestuca littoralis) and tufted hair grass (Deschampsia 

caespitosa).  Some of the most threatened species recorded from 

Fiordland include Cook’s scurvy grass (Lepidium oleraceum) recorded 

from Solander Island, and the prostrate broom Carmichaelia juncea, 

which is thought to have become locally extinct. 
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4.2.3 Indigenous Fauna 

Wildlife managers use a variety of terms to indicate the conservation 

status of a particular species in an area in relation to other species. The 

term threatened is usually used as a broad term to refer to any species 

in the endangered, vulnerable or rare categories. These terms are used 

below to illustrate the condition of the indigenous fauna biodiversity in 

Fiordland National Park (further definition of the terms can be found in 

the glossary). 

Mammals 

There are strong populations of New Zealand fur seals along the 

Fiordland coast and on Solander Island. They are now a reasonably 

secure species, despite having been decimated by sealers in the early 

1800s.  

There are three small, largely discrete, sub-populations of bottlenose 

dolphin that frequent the coast and fiords throughout the year. The 

northern-most group (comprising about 47 individuals) has a large 

habitat area and has been positively identified as far north as Jacksons 

Bay on the West Coast (they are known to enter Lake McKerrow / 

Whakatipu Waitai via the lower Hollyford River / Whakatipu Kä Tuka), 

and as far south as Charles Sound. The mid-group (about 45 individuals) 

is largely resident year-round in Doubtful Sound / Patea with only 

occasional sightings reported from offshore. The third group is located 

at Dusky/Breaksea (estimated at 60-70 individuals) and it is not 

confirmed whether this group is resident or moves further afield.   

There is little detailed knowledge about the distribution and abundance 

of bats in Fiordland National Park.  However, long-tailed bats have been 

recorded in various parts of Fiordland and short-tailed bats, previously 

unknown in Fiordland National Park, have recently been discovered in 

the Eglinton Valley, although no other populations are known. 

Birds 

Several species of oceanic birds inhabit the Solander Island group. Two 

of these, the sooty shearwater and mottled petrel also breed on the 

small islands of southern Fiordland. The mottled petrel colony at Lake 

Hauroko is the only known inland breeding site of this species in New 

Zealand. The status of these species is considered relatively secure. The 

Fiordland crested penguin is also found along the coast and on the 

Solander Islands. Nest sites are located in dense coastal scrub. Recent 

surveys have shown that the nesting success of mainland sites is about 

50% while the success of sites on Breaksea Island is 88%. This research 

shows the value of offshore predator-free island refuges to indigenous 

wildlife. While penguin numbers appear to be stable it is unknown 

whether the 50% seasonal success will be high enough to sustain the 

mainland population long-term. 
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Gulls and ducks are found on waterways throughout Fiordland National 

Park. The nesting of black-backed gulls in the Te Anau area is creating 

adverse impacts because of the waste items and exotic seeds that these 

birds bring from the adjacent farmland. This species of gull is common 

in the region, and removing specific colonies may be appropriate, in 

order to better protect the wider ecology of the islands in Lake Te 

Anau. 

There are many forest bird species: different landscapes support 

different types of birds and in Fiordland the climatic conditions of 

various sectors and vegetation diversity tends to determine the spread 

or location of forest birds. For example, yellow-crowned parakeets, 

robins and möhua (yellowheads) prefer the drier forests in the east. 

South Island brown kiwi and weka live from sea level to alpine 

grassland, including most of the high rainfall areas. Despite the vast size 

of Fiordland the landscape contains very little lowland forest. There is 

limited habitat for some forest bird species such as möhua (which rely 

predominantly on the beech forests of alluvial terraces, though at times 

are found elsewhere), and käkä. 

Several species of birds have disappeared from Fiordland during 

European times. The South Island kökako is now believed to be extinct 

and the little spotted kiwi is unknown on mainland South Island. Where 

recently there was a residual population of the critically endangered 

brown teal it is now believed to be extinct in Fiordland. The few 

remaining teal in Fiordland National Park are hybrids, possibly mixed 

with introduced mallard or indigenous grey duck. Käkäpö and takahë, 

also critically endangered, have declined to such an extent they are 

among the world’s rarest birds. Until recently there have been no 

known käkäpö surviving in Fiordland.  In mid-2002 käkäpö were 

released onto Chalky Island/Te Kakahu and may possibly be released 

onto other islands along the Fiordland coast throughout the life of this 

plan.  The southern crested grebe is another endangered species 

present in Fiordland.  The South Island saddleback (tieke) was also 

extinct in Fiordland, however it has recently been liberated on a 

number of islands from which mammalian pests have been eradicated. 

Viable populations of threatened species include whio (blue duck), 

möhua, yellow-crowned parakeet, South Island brown kiwi, South 

Island käkä, the southern sub-species of New Zealand falcon and South 

Island robin. There is growing concern about the declining status of 

some of these species particularly whio and möhua. The Fiordland 

populations of all these species are considered to be of national 

importance. Fiordland is also one of the most important remaining 

strongholds of indigenous grey duck in New Zealand. 

The drastic decline of some indigenous birds is attributed principally to 

rats and stoats which are found throughout Fiordland National Park 

(except on several islands). Ground birds are especially at risk from 

predation. 
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The remaining takahë population in Fiordland is almost entirely 

confined to the Murchison Mountains and is intensively managed.  It is 

the only remaining wild population in the natural range of the species. 

A serious factor in the population decline has been the severe 

modification of vegetation by deer. Deer and takahë have similar food 

preferences, and as deer spread and colonised Fiordland (following the 

first liberations in 1901), the takahë habitat deteriorated leading to the 

rapid disappearance of the birds in several areas. Predation by stoats 

has been observed and may be another serious threat to the small 

population. Other adverse factors for survival of the takahë are egg 

failure and severe winter seasons. 

A comprehensive national recovery plan for takahë in Fiordland 

National Park has been developed. The plan has two major components 

for the Fiordland population: one is the preservation, protection and 

enhancement of the takahë population and its habitat in the Murchison 

Mts through deer and stoat control and vegetation and takahë 

monitoring; the other is to enhance the wild population through the 

release of captive-bred and captive-reared chicks. These chicks are 

reared at Burwood Bush outside Fiordland National Park, mainly from 

eggs collected from the wild population but also from eggs laid by 

captive breeding pairs at Burwood.   

An additional aspect of the programme has been to release captive-

reared birds on predator-free offshore islands in other regions of New 

Zealand, where they have now established free-living, breeding 

populations.  These serve as a “back-up” to ensure the survival of the 

species, should some unpredicted problem cause extinction of the 

Fiordland population. 

Most other indigenous species preservation projects being undertaken 

in Fiordland National Park are either population monitoring studies or 

predator control projects designed to protect particular species. 

Control of stoats is undertaken in the Eglinton Valley (möhua, käkä), 

Clinton Valley (whio, kiwi) and Iris Burn (möhua). Eradication of stoats 

has also been achieved on Chalky Island / Te Kakahu and Anchor Island 

and is under way on Secretary and Coal Islands. The monitoring of 

populations has included: short tailed bats, möhua and käkä in the 

Eglinton Valley; whio and kiwi in the Clinton and Arthur Valleys and 

Fiordland crested penguin at several sites along the coast.  Possum 

control work is likely to benefit several species in the areas where it 

occurs, as possums are known to feed opportunistically on bird’s eggs, 

and will feed on the plants eaten by threatened species such as käkä 

and kererü. 

Invertebrates, Reptiles and Amphibians 

Fiordland has an extraordinary variety of insects. Some 300 of the 

estimated 3000 insect, spider and other invertebrate species in 

Fiordland National Park could be endemic to Fiordland National Park or 

small areas within it. Many new species probably await discovery. 
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Significant invertebrates recorded include: large weevils which are 

mostly alpine and attached to the herbs Aciphylla and Anisotome, large 

land snails found at Borland and in the south-west, a large fly (Exul 

singularis) which occurs in the alpine zones of northern Fiordland, six 

indigenous species of butterfly, including the alpine black butterfly; 

and over 700 species of moth, about 100 of which are day-flying. 

Very little of Fiordland National Park has been surveyed thoroughly for 

insects; and little is known overall about their conservation status. Rats, 

mice and stoats prey on some insects, therefore any predator control is 

likely to benefit insects and ecosystems generally. 

There are many hundreds of native species of wasps in the park. 

Vespula species of wasps are introduced.  These wasps are social wasps 

and tend to form large colonies and can behave aggressively towards 

people.  They are seasonal and restricted to some habitats.  There are 

two species known in Fiordland National Park.  These are Vespula 

germanica and Vespula vulgaris.   

There are five known indigenous lizard species in Fiordland National 

Park (two skinks and three geckos). All frog species present in 

Fiordland have been introduced to New Zealand. 

Park Waters and Fish 

The pristine natural quality of inland waters in Fiordland is 

compromised only on the eastern fringe where agricultural nutrients 

and weed seeds can enter the lakes by way of tributary rivers and 

streams. 

In 1976 the Mararoa River was diverted to flow into Lake Manapöuri at 

the Mararoa weir as part of the Manapöuri hydro-electric power 

scheme. It is now a source of infestation for introduced plants such as 

gorse, broom and willow. There is a requirement to release silt-laden 

flood waters through the Mararoa weir (down the Waiau River) to 

prevent them entering Lake Manapöuri, regardless of the lake level. 

Various indigenous fish species inhabit the waterways of Fiordland 

National Park. Few populations of the fishes of the coastal rivers are 

large, perhaps because fish populations may be regularly reduced by 

massive or frequent flooding of these rivers. Whitebait are harvested 

from the lower Hollyford River / Whakatipu Kä Tuka. Lakes Manapöuri 

and Te Anau together with their tributaries provide the largest 

freshwater indigenous fish reserve in New Zealand.  

Fiordland has not yet been adequately surveyed for freshwater fish 

(including shellfish). 

The Mararoa weir together with reduced water flows in the lower 

Waiau River acts as a barrier to migratory indigenous fish passage (long 

finned eels, lampreys, koaro and torrent fish). The recent modification 

to the weir undertaken by Meridian Energy Limited to allow fish 

passage appears to have alleviated the problem for trout and salmon, 
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however the current is too strong for young indigenous eels. Also 

because of the reverse flow of the Waiau River those few eels that are 

able to negotiate the weir continue up the Mararoa River rather than 

into the Waiau River to lakes Manapöuri and Te Anau. The natural 

instinct of the migrating fish is to swim against the current. The Te 

Anau control gates are another migratory obstacle. The Te Waiau 

Mahika Kai Trust is managing some of these problems with a 

programme that traps and transfers migratory eels within the system. 

Introduced salmonids (trout and salmon) are well established on the 

eastern side of Fiordland National Park, although only rainbow trout 

and brown trout are abundant. Trout have been slow to colonise the 

western waters though they occur in the lower reaches of a few rivers 

and in several lakes. Chinook salmon occur in Lakes Te Anau and 

Manapöuri and are established in the Pyke River, and small populations 

of Atlantic salmon are found in the large eastern lakes. 

The effect of introduced fish species on the indigenous fauna of 

Fiordland National Park is not well researched or understood. However, 

the introduced fish are predatory and may impact on some indigenous 

fish populations, and possibly on indigenous aquatic invertebrates, 

especially the larger active insects such as mayflies and stoneflies. It is 

therefore important to protect the unmodified habitat which remains 

by ensuring that there are no releases of introduced fish into waters 

where they are not found at present. The Department will seek to 

ensure that there are no further introductions of exotic fish species to 

Fiordland. This work is to prevent the loss, or decline in indigenous 

species, maintain indigenous character and avoid adverse effects on 

habitats and ecosystems. At the same time the recreation opportunities 

these species provide can continue to be recognised and provided for 

in areas where they are already present. 

4.2.4 Historic Sites, Heritage and the Impacts of Humans  

Fiordland National Park has been the scene for a broad range of human 

activities, all of which have left some mark on the landscape or are 

represented in the many varied activities undertaken in Fiordland 

National Park today.  

Human history in Fiordland 

The Mäori history of Fiordland reaches back to the account of creation 

explaining the physical formation and shaping of the whole South 

Island. Many significant landscape features and place names remain 

from this and other traditional accounts.  For centuries Fiordland was a 

regular seasonal home for southern Mäori.  Pounamu and takiwai, 

seafood, seals, birds and other natural resources (collectively known as 

mahinga kai) were gathered in Fiordland.  Mäori travelled the coast, but 

also reached the fiords and hinterland of Fiordland by travelling across 

the lakes and following traditional pathways over mountain passes (also 

see section 1.2.1).   
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These pathways, mahinga kai sites, occupation sites, and stone 

quarrying sites all bear Mäori place names and signs of past use.  In 

addition there are a number of rock art sites as well as burial sites 

dating back hundreds of years.  Many of these places are recorded as 

archaeological sites of considerable significance.  Others located in 

coastal areas have been recorded in a joint inventory with Ngäi Tahu 

called He Para A Tangaroa. 

More recent history covers a spectrum of activities including early 

European exploration, sealing, whaling, prospecting, mining, timber 

milling, shipping, failed settlement, hunting, fishing, tourism, tramping 

and species protection.  

Some of the more significant sites include: Astronomer Point in Dusky 

Sound, where James Cook’s astronomer determined the latitude and 

longitude of New Zealand, Luncheon Cove in Dusky Sound, which was 

the site of the first European house in New Zealand, Richard Henry’s 

house site, also in Dusky Sound, where some of the earliest 

conservation work in the country was undertaken and the Puysegur 

lighthouse at the entrance to Preservation Inlet (also see section 1.2.2). 

Threats to historic sites include the natural processes of decay, 

corrosion, and weathering and also human impacts in the form of 

souvenir hunting, vandalism, graffiti, trampling or accidental 

disturbance. Active management of many sites is undertaken to arrest 

the natural processes of deterioration. The New Zealand Historic Places 

Trust has the role of granting archaeological authorities, and must be 

consulted as an interested party in the management of sites registered 

with the Trust. 

Impact of Introduced Animals and Plants 

Human activity has had a variety of effects on the natural values of 

Fiordland National Park. Many of the species protection programmes 

undertaken today are a result of the introduction of animals and plants 

by humans. 

The New Zealand flora is palatable to browsing animals and vulnerable 

because it evolved in the absence of mammalian herbivores, although 

the presence of some browse-resistant plants suggests that  browsing 

birds had a role in floral evolution. Much of Fiordland’s vegetation has 

now been greatly modified by introduced mammals, especially deer, 

which multiplied quickly after the first liberations in 1901. Hardest hit 

by deer browsing have been the forest understorey plants and the large 

herbs of tussock grasslands. The impact of possums is dramatically 

increasing as their density and range increases. Pigs and goats have had 

a lesser but still significant impact. 

A few areas, such as small islands in lakes or fiords and several small 

tracts near Milford Sound / Piopiotahi, have remained deer-free because 

of physical barriers and they retain the only unmodified vegetation in 

Fiordland. 
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Intensive helicopter hunting has previously had an impact on deer 

numbers in Fiordland. This method of control started in the late 1960s 

and continued until 2001. While herbs of higher open areas had 

reappeared during these control operations, forest interiors were 

slower to regenerate. Rising deer numbers are a serious threat to 

Fiordland National Park. Control efforts must be maintained because 

any prolonged reduction in hunting pressure will allow a resurgence of 

deer populations. Along with commercial aerial hunting, recreational 

hunting and Department control operations, capture pens provide a 

useful means of control, particularly for animals that dwell in the forest 

rather than in open areas. It is noted that since this early decade, there 

has been virtually no helicopter hunting in Fiordland National Park. 

With limited knowledge of the vegetation health, a precautionary 

approach should be applied where introduced animals exist, to prevent 

them spreading or to reduce their spread into areas where they are not 

found at present. 

Possums were liberated in many locations throughout Fiordland around 

1900. The impact of this species increases with the length of time since 

its liberation, its extending range as it continues to colonise new areas 

of Fiordland National Park, and its rising density in many areas. Species 

particularly susceptible to possum browse include mistletoe and 

southern rata. The Department of Conservation’s control effort has 

followed two separate strategies. Firstly, effort has been concentrated 

on the worst affected areas where possum numbers are high, such as 

the Pembroke Wilderness Area in the north of Fiordland National Park. 

It is planned to extend this work into the Big Bay and Hollyford 

regions. The second approach has been to target some areas where 

possum density is low, such as the Waitutu, in an effort to slow 

colonisation and population build-up before significant damage can 

occur. Southland Regional Council, on behalf of the Area Health Board, 

has also undertaken significant control on the south-east edge of 

Fiordland National Park in the Monowai and Lill Burn areas. 

Besides the direct threat to indigenous vegetation, possums infected 

with tuberculosis are a potential problem which could jeopardise wild 

animal recovery operations if the disease becomes widespread in the 

deer population. Similarly, the spread of diseased possums is a major 

concern to agricultural interests in Southland. 

Chamois are present in small isolated pockets throughout most of 

Fiordland National Park. The Department of Conservation monitors 

these populations and passes information on to commercial operators, 

hunting guides and recreational hunting groups to enable them to 

target chamois. 

Canada geese have become established in Fiordland National Park at 

locations with suitable habitat, with a relatively large population 

resident in the Eglinton Valley where they graze the river flats. They 

have adverse effects along the rivers and lakeshores by grazing native 
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vegetation, spreading the seeds of plant pests. The large amount of 

faeces they produce, they can have significant negative impacts on 

water quality and clarity. Fish and Game New Zealand (Southland 

Region) manages the Canada goose population according to the 

provisions of the South Island Canada Goose Management Plan that 

provides for control when the number of geese exceeds the target 

range. Canada geese also graze some alpine areas including within the 

Takahë Specially Protected Area. When the population exceeds 

predetermined population bands or when there are unacceptable 

impacts on national park values, control operations may be necessary in 

Fiordland National Park in the future. 

There is no longer any stock grazing in Fiordland National Park with the 

final phasing out of sheep grazing in the Eglinton Valley in 1998. 

Monitoring of vegetation and introduced mammal populations has been 

carried out in some areas of Fiordland National Park, often in 

association with control operations. While some of this information can 

be extrapolated to give an indication of the impacts on the remainder 

of Fiordland, the sheer size and remoteness of Fiordland National Park 

means we have little detailed knowledge about the vegetation health in 

most of it. 

As New Zealand flora is susceptible to browsing mammals, its fauna is 

just as susceptible to introduced animals. Many habitats have been 

modified by the animals mentioned above. Mustelids, rodents and cats 

have also significantly affected fauna in Fiordland through predation. 

The recent near extinction of mohua (yellowhead) from the Eglinton 

Valley is evidence of this. Many of these animals were introduced into 

New Zealand in the early 1900s. Significant efforts are now being made 

to control such pests in specified areas of Fiordland National Park. 

Numerous exotic plant species have spread, or have been introduced, 

into Fiordland as a result of human habitation. In the main, weeds are 

confined to fringe areas (including the coastline) and public use areas, 

though some have penetrated more deeply into Fiordland National 

Park. Various human activities can act as major transport vectors for 

weeds. An example of this is where weeds have invaded clearings near 

huts and tracks deep within Fiordland National Park.  Some of the key 

weed threats in Fiordland as identified in the Southland Regional Pest 

Management Strategy (2002) include barberry, boxthorn, cotoneaster, 

German ivy, lagarosiphon, nodding thistle, old man’s beard, ragwort 

and spartina. Californian and Scotch thistles are also considered a 

problem.  They are not a major threat to natural ecosystems if adequate 

controls on their dispersal can be maintained. Wild, open riverbeds like 

the Eglinton are susceptible to infestation, for example lupin. Marram 

grass and gorse is being controlled along the entire Fiordland coast. The 

lakes are susceptible to the establishment and spread of aquatic weeds, 

particularly Lagarosiphon major. 
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Visitor access 

A key component in the management of national parks is to encourage 

and provide for public access. It is important that Fiordland National 

Park values are available to be enjoyed by the public. The natural values 

of Fiordland National Park have a lot to offer in terms of recreation and 

tourism. 

There are extensive track and hut networks within Fiordland National 

Park, with a variety of visitor services offered in various places such as 

Milford Sound / Piopiotahi, West Arm and Deep Cove. Most of these 

facilities provide an opportunity for people to enjoy the natural values 

of Fiordland National Park. 

Many visitors are excellent ambassadors for conservation in Fiordland. 

Some commercial tourism operators and fishermen are actively 

involved in species protection programmes, both through sponsorship 

and through active involvement in species management. 

Visitor access has also resulted in threats to natural values. Adverse 

effects from activities such as physical damage from trampling in alpine 

environments, weed dispersal, effects on water quality from 

inappropriate waste disposal, and effects on marine mammals from 

disturbance require careful management. 

Man-made structures 

Fiordland is essentially free of man-made structures. Most structures are 

either associated with recreation or biodiversity programmes, or are 

facilities like telecommunications sites. Generally, these activities have 

a limited effect on national park values. The Manapöuri Power Station is 

one facility which has significantly altered a freshwater ecosystem in 

Fiordland National Park and freshwater and marine environments 

adjoining Fiordland National Park. There are limited roading networks 

in the Fiordland National Park, though these can often act as vectors for 

plant and animal pests. 
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4.3  P R E S E R V A T I O N  O F  I N D I G E N O U S  S P E C I E S  

A N D  H A B I T A T S   

Rationale 

The definition of animal in the National Parks Act 1980 includes any 

mammal, bird, reptile, amphibian, fish (including shellfish) or related 

organism, insect and crustacean. This section applies to all indigenous 

animals but does not include sports fish. Section 4.2 has indicated the 

extent of threatened (including endangered) animal and plant species 

present in Fiordland (see glossary for definitions of threatened and 

endangered). In most cases the Fiordland populations of threatened 

species are part of wider populations, as the species are found 

elsewhere in New Zealand. Conservation efforts are therefore usually 

planned and prioritised on a national basis via threatened species 

recovery plans. Conservation efforts vary depending on the different 

circumstances or requirements of the species. In some cases direct 

manipulation of the species is required to assist survival. In other cases 

restoration or manipulation of habitats may be a key factor. 

Conservation efforts for endangered wildlife often require the provision 

and maintenance of safe habitats. Islands are currently the best 

manageable sites where removal of (or lack of) predators is also 

beneficial for flora and fauna and the ecosystem generally. Takahë 

preservation is focussed on the Murchison Mountains (Takahë Specially 

Protected Area). Selected habitats can also be enhanced if eradication 

or intensive control of introduced plants and animals is achievable. 

Due to the vast size of Fiordland National Park it is not possible to 

directly manage all the indigenous species and habitats of Fiordland 

National Park.  There are, however, some places and some species 

where particular attention is focussed.  These biodiversity hotspots 

include a number of offshore islands (such as Te Kakahu (Chalky 

Island), Solander, Breaksea, Coal, Secretary and Resolution Islands); the 

Eglinton Valley; the Clinton and Arthur Valleys; and the Murchison Mts. 

The detail of how these places are managed is found in sections 4.3, 

4.5, 4.6, 4.7 and 4.8. 

Objectives 

1. To maintain natural biodiversity by preventing, where 

possible, the further loss of indigenous species from areas 

where they are currently known to exist within Fiordland 

National Park and adjacent lands and waters. 

2. To retain indigenous biodiversity in such condition in 

Fiordland National Park that all ecosystems are self-

sustaining with minimal management input.  

3. To restore ecological processes and biotic communities 

which maintain the indigenous biological diversity and 

ecological integrity of Fiordland. 
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4. To acknowledge the cultural, spiritual, historic and 

traditional association of Ngäi Tahu with taonga species 

and when managing indigenous plants and animals, have 

particular regard to the Department of Conservation’s 

protocols with Ngäi Tahu for freshwater fisheries, cultural 

species and culling of species and to the areas where 

Deeds of Recognition apply (see section 2.2 and 

appendices). 

5. To set priorities for threatened species management, 

having regard for national priorities, the requirements of 

species recovery plans and locally identified threats and 

priorities, and to keep these under review.  

6. To facilitate appropriate management programmes for 

threatened or endangered indigenous species within 

Fiordland National Park.  

7. To maintain and enhance threatened species populations 

and their habitats which are endemic to Fiordland National 

Park.  

8. To ensure that the takahë population and habitat in the 

Murchison Mountains are preserved and protected and the 

population remains viable, with minimal management 

input.  

9. To restore the diversity of indigenous species in island 

ecosystems to a range similar to that which existed before 

human disturbance occurred, and to ensure that species 

are self-sustaining with minimal management input. 

Implementation 

1. Advocate, through planning processes (such as plan and 

consent processes under the Resource Management Act 

1991; plans prepared under the Local Government Act; the 

Biosecurity Act and other similar opportunities) the need 

for sound ecological management and preservation of 

national park values.  Refer to sections 4.5, 4.6, 4.7, 4.8, 

4.9, 4.12, 5.3, 5.5. 5.6, 5.7 and Part Six. 

2. Undertake and participate in public awareness initiatives to 

promote the need for sound ecological management and 

the preservation of indigenous Fiordland National Park 

species and habitats and adjacent lands and waters. 

3. Intensively manage various threatened species where the 

priority for that species has been assessed on 

distinctiveness, threatened status, threats faced, 

vulnerability, the ability to recover, the ability of 

management techniques to be successful, gains to 
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biodiversity and the nature of direction, given the 

appropriate species recovery plan. 

4. May undertake management programmes for threatened 

species present within Fiordland National Park, provided 

the proposed methods have been subject to rigorous 

assessment to ensure their effectiveness and minimal 

impact on other park values. 

5. Manage a range of threatened species and non-threatened 

indigenous species through non-intensive management 

techniques. Such techniques include legal protection of 

species, compliance and law enforcement, opportunistic 

survey of species distribution and habitats, fire control, 

habitat fencing, control of human visitor activity, and 

general habitat protection measures such as a general weed 

control and animal pest control programme. 

6. Monitor the changing status of threats faced by non-

intensively managed indigenous species, so that the need 

for any intensive management can be assessed. 

7. Develop local species plans and/or detailed operational 

plans for species and habitat protection for the 

management of groups of indigenous species that are not 

covered by species recovery plans (e.g. the Southland 

Threatened Plant Recovery Plan).  Such plans may be 

developed for taxonomic and/or ecological groups. 

8. Action to promote indigenous species recovery should not 

be constrained by the absence of a recovery plan. 

9. Give priority to operations for threatened species at 

locations where the greatest number of threatened species 

may benefit. Priority should also be given to operations 

that deal with a number of threats at one site. 

10. Collection of distribution and population data for 

indigenous species where there is currently insufficient 

information will be an ongoing priority.  This information 

will be used to determine more clearly their status and 

management requirements. The following applies: 

a) For many of the species (threatened and non-

threatened) this information is not available, so a major 

priority for Fiordland will be the collection of 

information through survey, monitoring, research, and 

use of databases; and 

b) Encourage opportunistic surveys where a wide range of 

ecological information is collected through any field-

work; and 
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c) Actively encourage the participation of the public, 

other conservation agencies, universities and students 

to obtain information. Refer to section 4.10. 

11. Undertake all management activity (including animal 

control, weed control, facilities development and 

maintenance, visitor management) in a manner compatible 

with, and wherever practical, integrated with ecosystem 

and species preservation. 

12. Consult with papatipu rünanga and Te Rünanga o Ngäi 

Tahu over projects and policies concerning taonga species 

as well as programmes to identify and protect wildlife and 

indigenous plants within areas where there is a Töpuni or 

Deed of Recognition (see section 2.2 and appendices).  

13. Encourage the general public, public agencies and 

conservation interest groups to become involved in 

indigenous species and ecosystem preservation 

management activities. Information on species and 

ecosystem preservation will be made available where 

appropriate.  

14. The collection of native flora and fauna, soil and rock 

specimens is a privilege which will only be allowed by 

obtaining a permit and will be subject to stringent 

conditions. For the collection of flora and fauna, soil and 

rock specimens for customary use, please also see Section 

6.10 – Ngäi Tahu Customary Use. 

15. The transfer of indigenous species not naturally occurring 

in Fiordland (either now or previously) is unlikely to be 

authorised, unless no other appropriate option exists. If no 

other appropriate option exists, an assessment of the risks 

of disease or other adverse impacts will be undertaken.  

This assessment will include consultation with papatipu 

rünanga. 

16. Remove any indigenous plant or animal population (in 

whole or part) where this is necessary for species or 

subspecies survival and remove to locations where there is 

no threat to the survival of other species. 

17. Encourage the off-site propagation or breeding of 

endangered species if ecological restoration is feasible and 

other conditions are favourable.  Such propagation or 

breeding programmes are to occur only in accordance with 

a restoration plan or species recovery plan. 

18. Allow the use of dogs where necessary for the management 

of indigenous species subject to national training and 

certification standards. 
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19. Maintain the Takahë Specially Protected Area (Murchison 

Mountains). Continued restrictions on access to this area 

are seen as one means of assisting the Takahë Recovery 

Programme.  Refer to section 4.5 and section 5.3.4. 

20. Undertake deer and stoat control in the Takahë Special 

Area (Murchison Mts) in accordance with the Takahë 

Recovery Programme. 

21. Expand the Takahë Recovery Programme into other parts 

of Fiordland in the future if appropriate. 

22. Investigate options for species re-introduction, including 

expanding current re-introductions of species such as 

käkäpö into Fiordland and implement where appropriate. 
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4.4  B I O S E C U R I T Y  

Rationale 

With Fiordland National Park becoming increasingly popular, the risk of 

visitors to the park bringing unwanted organisms into the area may 

increase. These organisms may be exotic diseases, fungi, invertebrates, 

algae, pest plants and pest animals. Some of these organisms may have a 

considerable impact on the indigenous biodiversity values of Fiordland 

National Park. With this, the Department of Conservation recognises 

that there is a need to monitor biosecurity risks and to take immediate 

action to eradicate any pest introduction which threatens the intrinsic 

values of Fiordland National Park. Fiordland National Park is a national 

priority area for this type of biosecurity monitoring. This especially 

relates to the large number of island habitats with high conservation 

values being managed for biodiversity purposes (see Section 4.8 Island 

Management). 

 

It is also acknowledged that a risk of deliberate introductions of 

unwanted organisms, including wild animals such as tahr exists. It is an 

offence under Section 60 of the National Parks Act 1980 to take any 

animal or liberate any animal in Fiordland National Park, or plant any 

plant, sow or scatter the seed of any plant or introduce any substance 

known to be injurious to plant or animal life in Fiordland National Park. 

It is known that pest fish species have been released into other 

conservation land previously and the Department of Conservation will 

manage this threat to Fiordland National Park through education and 

monitoring programmes. 

 

Biosecurity threats can also arise from the inadvertent introduction of 

pests, such as Didymosphenia geminata (Didymo), on fishing gear, 

waders and other recreational equipment. Air access, boat access and 

tramping and climbing within Fiordland National Park may allow for 

biosecurity threats to be transported around Fiordland National Park in 

a rapid manner. If any such threat becomes significant, the Department 

of Conservation will consider closing areas of Fiordland National Park 

to activities using equipment brought into, or transported within 

Fiordland National Park, or taking any other action as is deemed 

appropriate to manage or reduce biosecurity risks to Fiordland National 

Park. Such action will be undertaken in conjunction with recreational 

and commercial groups and organisations. 
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Objectives 

1. To preserve the intrinsic natural values of Fiordland 

National Park. 

2. To increase the awareness of biosecurity risks to Fiordland 

National Park. 

 

Implementation 

1. Monitor Fiordland National Park for biosecurity risks and 

take immediate action, where practical, to remove any new 

exotic organisms discovered. 

2. Where any species are illegally introduced into Fiordland 

National Park, take steps where practical to eradicate them 

as soon as possible. 

3. Develop and implement biosecurity education and 

monitoring programmes in cooperation with other 

management agencies and organisations. 

4. The Department of Conservation will work alongside 

national and regional agencies responsible for biosecurity 

in order to identify biosecurity risks to Fiordland National 

Park and develop programmes to avoid such unwanted 

organisms becoming established within Fiordland National 

Park. 
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4.5  I N T R O D U C E D  A N I M A L S  

Rationale 

The Department of Conservation’s responsibilities for introduced 

animal control are derived from provisions in the Conservation Act 

1987 and the National Parks Act 1980 and the Wild Animal Control Act 

1977, which enables the Department of Conservation to control wild 

animals.  The Wildlife Act 1953 also provides for the control of animal 

pests and allows for control to be applied to some protected or partially 

protected species where they are causing damage to land.  As a land 

manager the Department of Conservation has obligations under the 

Biosecurity Act 1993 for the control of introduced animals.  The 

Southland Regional Pest Management Strategy outlines some of the 

Department of Conservation’s responsibilities under that Act. 

The definition of animal in the National Parks Act 1980 includes any 

mammal, bird, reptile, amphibian, fish (including shellfish) or related 

organism, insect and crustacean. This section applies to all introduced 

animals except sports fish (for sports fish species see section 4.6). 

Control of, deer, chamois, goats, pigs and possums is undertaken in 

terms of the Wild Animal Control Act 1977. That Act provides for wild 

animal control plans to be prepared. This management plan provides 

the policy direction for wild animal control in Fiordland National Park.  

Current deer control in Fiordland National Park occurs in the 

Murchison Mountains (associated with the takahë recovery programme) 

and on various islands off the Fiordland coast (including Anchor and 

Secretary Islands).  

The downturn in the feral venison industry during the 1990s has 

resulted in increasing deer numbers across Fiordland National Park, 

which has the potential of annually compounding if left unchecked.   

The scale of deer control undertaken by the Department of 

Conservation is dependent on the level of resourcing.  Should 

resourcing for animal control remain the same and the industry stay 

static, then a priority-setting exercise will need to identify which areas 

are included in any future control programme. 

Due to the widespread nature of possums in Fiordland National Park, 

prioritising key areas for action is necessary.  Action is taken at sites to 

protect ecosystems of the highest priority. 

The eradication of chamois is not considered feasible within the 

Fiordland National Park at this time.  The numbers are low, with 

chamois reported over central and southern parts of Fiordland National 

Park.  A monitoring and control programme is in place for several of 

the scattered populations that do exist.  Control to keep chamois at the 

lowest practicable levels within their current range is desirable. 
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Other animals such as pigs and goats are found in various parts of 

Fiordland National Park.  Goats are limited in range and all efforts will 

be made to eradicate this species.    

Control of other introduced animals such as stoats and rats is 

undertaken in accordance with the National Parks Act 1980 which 

states, “the introduced plants and animals shall as far as possible be 

exterminated”.  Stoat control over the entire Fiordland National Park is 

not practicable with known control methods. Trapping or other 

suitable methods of control will be undertaken when necessary in 

conjunction with species or habitat preservation activity.  Research is 

focussing on increasing stoat control effectiveness while reducing per 

hectare effort.  This will enable the control of stoats on large islands 

and mainland areas. A similar approach will be taken for other 

mustelids, wild cats, rats and mice. 

Under the Wildlife Act 1953 and the Conservation Act 1987, Fish and 

Game New Zealand (Southland) also has a role in the management of 

game birds in Fiordland National Park. Canada geese are the only 

introduced game species present within Fiordland that have the 

potential to impact on national park values if numbers reach an 

unacceptable level. This threshold has been determined and control is 

provided for in a management plan for the species, prepared by Fish 

and Game New Zealand regional councils. Other gamebirds: mallard 

duck, grey duck, paradise shelduck and pükeko exist in Fiordland 

National Park. Indigenous gamebirds may not be hunted in Fiordland 

National Park. 

The General Policy for National Parks 2005 further defines the direction 

for the management of introduced animals.  It reaffirms that 

eradication, where practicable, containment and reducing the range of 

established introduced animals should be a priority. Control of species 

considered widespread is to maintain the general welfare of national 

park indigenous species, habitats and ecosystems, or to maintain scenic 

and landform values as a priority where necessary.  The eradication of 

new incursions and prevention of those animals not present is also a 

priority. 

In some areas of Fiordland National Park, animal population sizes and 

levels of vegetation change have been monitored over time. However, 

not enough monitoring has been done at enough areas to determine 

trends across Fiordland National Park as a whole. Financial constraints 

and the sheer size, rugged terrain and remote nature of Fiordland make 

it impractical to monitor anything but a small selection of key sites, 

usually where indigenous species or animal control projects are being 

undertaken. Some monitoring has recently been carried out in the 

Pembroke, Eglinton and Waitutu areas in conjunction with possum 

control. Other monitoring has been carried out in the Murchison 

Mountains in conjunction with deer control operations associated with 

the takahë programme. Recent vegetation monitoring in the Murchison 

Mts has shown improvements in the tussock and forest condition as a 
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result of reduced deer numbers. Monitoring in the Pembroke area has 

been focussed on the success of recent possum control operations 

where an improvement in the condition of some tree species (tötara, 

mähoe) was recorded. 

Objectives 

1. To preserve those areas of high natural biodiversity values 

in Fiordland National Park most at risk from introduced 

animals.  

2. To reduce and control introduced animal numbers by all 

available means to a level that allows for the regeneration 

of browsed indigenous flora and the recovery of predated 

fauna. Initial emphasis will be placed on identified priority 

areas and species. 

3. To monitor vegetation condition in key areas of Fiordland 

as well as monitoring the result of introduced animal 

management programmes.  

4. To prevent the colonisation by introduced species of new 

areas within Fiordland National Park and to prevent the 

establishment of introduced animal species not already 

present within Fiordland National Park.  

5. To support habitat management programmes with specific 

introduced animal control measures.  

6. To identify those areas where eradication of pests is 

possible, practical and sustainable without re-invasion (or 

where re-invasion is manageable) and to undertake 

appropriate operations to eradicate pests.  

7. To encourage integration and co-ordination between user 

groups, authorities, and agencies and to consider joint 

working programmes with those that have an interest in 

the management of introduced animals and / or their 

impacts, and to develop an awareness of the threats that 

introduced animals can pose to Fiordland National Park.  

Implementation 

1. Establish and regularly review introduced animal control 

priorities. Areas of Fiordland National Park will be ranked 

using nationally developed ranking systems. High ranking 

areas are likely to be those with unique ecosystems, 

threatened species, areas of high damage (or high 

susceptibility to damage), and areas not yet colonised by 

pest animals.   

2. Seek funding for introduced animal control in areas of 

highest ranking. All animal control operations will be 
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carried out in accordance with national and conservancy 

priorities, plans and guidelines. 

3. Review vegetation and introduced animal and monitoring 

programmes to ensure that trends in animal densities and 

impacts and the effects of control operations are known as 

far as possible. Adopt the most cost-effective, efficient and 

sustainable methods of monitoring to obtain representative 

data for the areas monitored. 

4. Encourage community group initiatives for and 

participation in agreed animal control programmes. 

Support for any programmes will be dependent on a full 

assessment and will address the following matters 

(including, but not limited to): 

a) Demonstrating the programme will assist in achieving 

the biodiversity and biosecurity objectives of this plan;  

b) Demonstrating the programme will assist in conserving 

and/or restoring the ecosystems of indigenous species 

within Fiordland National Park;  

c) Demonstrating the programme does not adversely affect 

the achievement of implementations 1 and 2 of this 

section; and 

d) Demonstrating that the programme will be regularly 

reviewed to ensure the objectives of the programme are 

being achieved. 

e) If over time it is considered that the programme is not 

meeting the objectives of this management plan then 

the programme will be reassessed and if appropriate, it 

will cease. 

5. Liaise with, co-ordinate and inform local authorities, 

adjacent landowners, commercial and recreational hunters 

and the general public to achieve effective action against 

introduced animal problems wherever possible, and raise 

awareness of the effects that they have. 

6. Aim for the eradication of goats within Fiordland National 

Park. Aim for zero densities in goat populations on lands 

administered by the Department of Conservation that are 

adjacent to Fiordland National Park, where invasion of 

Fiordland National Park may be a risk.  

7. Priorities for possum control in Fiordland National Park are 

as follows: 

a) Continue the current emphasis on possum control in 

the Pembroke/Kaipo/Martins Bay area, Eglinton Valley, 

Clinton/Arthur Valley, and Cleddau Valley areas, and 
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sites in Waitutu Forest so as to protect the high natural 

values within those places;  

b) Within other areas of Fiordland National Park in the 

following circumstances: 

i) To prevent significant damage to indigenous 

vegetation; 

ii) To prevent the spread of possums; 

iii) To protect the habitat of threatened species; and 

iv) To avoid the spread of diseased bovine 

tuberculosis animals into Fiordland National Park.  

c) Possum control should be undertaken in order of the 

priorities listed once a review (see Implementation 1) 

has taken place;  

d) Operational plans should be prepared for each 

operation as needs arise;  

e) Encouraging the control of possums on lands adjacent 

to Fiordland National Park; and  

f) Maintaining liaison with and co-ordinating efforts with 

other animal pest control agencies. 

8. Encourage commercial possum skin/fur recovery where 

this is consistent with the biodiversity and biosecurity 

objectives of this plan. 

9. The general approach to deer control in Fiordland National 

Park is to encourage commercial recovery operations (Wild 

Animal Recovery Operations (WARO)).WARO operators are 

authorised through a concession. Where such operations 

are proposed in areas where joint community control 

programmes occur, the Department of Conservation will 

consult with interested parties and use the most 

appropriate tools for achieving the objectives of the plan. 

This may result in any WARO applications being declined 

and / or concessions being restricted or terminated. 

10. Priorities for specific deer control measures include: 

a) Maintaining current deer free areas. The places of 

importance for this include: 

i) Valleys around Milford Sound / Piopiotahi; and 

ii) Deer-free islands (refer also to section 4.8);  

b) Eradication from Secretary Island and other island 

where a pest free environment will enhance outcomes 

for indigenous ecosystems, habitats and species. 
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c) Continued protection of habitat in the Murchison Mts: 

For the Murchison Mts the intent is to reduce the 

influence of browsing animals to the minimum possible 

level, so that takahë habitats can recover to a level 

which allows the takahë population to increase to an 

ecologically sustainable level. If the range for takahë is 

to expand then deer control in these places will be 

necessary.  This could be outside the Murchison 

Mountains;  

d) Avoiding colonisation by deer species presently not 

found in Fiordland National Park;  

e) Identifying options for maximising integrated pest 

management of introduced animals; and 

f) Protecting endemic species and/or ecosystems within 

Fiordland National Park.  Such places will need to be 

either large or have defendable boundaries.  An 

assessment is required to determine priority places. 

11. Encourage recreational hunting by maintaining huts and 

tracks in appropriate areas, allowing aerial access to 

designated areas (consistent with the policy set out in 

section 5.5), and providing up-to-date information to 

hunters and hunting groups. To implement this, the 

Department of Conservation will work closely with 

hunting groups.  

12. Authorise commercial aerial recovery of deer in defined 

areas, through the concessions process contained in Part 

IIIB of the Conservation Act 1987 (see section 5.4  and 

5.5). 

13. Authorise the use of pens for the capture of animals if 

appropriate via the concessions process throughout 

Fiordland National Park, including Specially Protected 

Areas and Wilderness Areas. Restrictions or extra 

conditions may be applied for these areas, as well as areas 

with high public use.  

14. Control, or where practicable, eradicate chamois from 

Fiordland National Park. Encourage commercial and 

recreational hunting of chamois. 

15. Control and, where practicable, eradicate mustelids. 

Continue the current focus of stoat control and research in 

the Eglinton Valley, Murchison Mts, islands in Dusky Sound 

and Doubtful Sound / Patea and the Clinton/Arthur 

catchments.  Priority places for future stoat control and 

research programmes include: 

a) Resolution Island;  
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b) Other islands along the Fiordland coastline;  

c) Further catchments around the Clinton/Arthur Rivers 

such as the Neale Burn; and the Worsley and Glaisnock 

catchments;  

d) If necessary, the further expansion of control work in 

the Murchison Mountains; and 

e) Grebe and Borland valleys. 

16. Maintain rodent-free islands and control or, where 

practicable, eradicate rodents from Fiordland National 

Park.  Currently there are no rodent control programmes in 

Fiordland National Park.  Future places where control 

programmes may be considered include the Eglinton, 

Clinton, Arthur and Cleddau Valleys for the purpose of 

protecting bat and mohua populations. 

17. Control the spread of pigs within Fiordland National Park 

and restrict pigs to their current range.  If pigs are 

confirmed outside of their current range, eradication will 

be attempted.  Control operations will be focussed in the 

following places: 

a) Southern coast of Fiordland National Park; and 

b) The less steep areas in the south eastern part of 

Fiordland National Park. 

18. Hunting of Canada geese in the Eglinton Valley may be 

undertaken by recreational hunters. Control may also be 

undertaken if these geese are having adverse impacts on 

national park values. Control may be required at sites in 

the Takahë Specially Protected Area in the Murchison 

Mountains from time to time. Other game bird hunting is 

unlikely to be authorised in Fiordland National Park unless 

expressly authorised for the purpose of the preservation of 

national park values. 

19. Investigate the need to undertake cat control in areas 

where cats are having unacceptable effects on populations 

of threatened species. 

20. Ensure that Himalayan thar (tahr) do not colonise Fiordland 

National Park and eradicate any animals that are seen. 

21. Investigate the need to control lagomorphs (rabbit and 

hare) in areas where they are having unacceptable effects 

on sensitive environments or to control where there is an 

obligation to do so under the Southland Regional Pest 

Management Strategy. 
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22. Investigate the need to control hedgehogs in areas where 

they pose unacceptable effects on populations of 

threatened species. 

23. Prevent the introduction of introduced animals into areas 

where they are not currently present, including pest 

species that are already present in Fiordland National Park. 

This shall not apply to legally authorised liberations of 

introduced animals, including those for control (e.g. Judas 

goats), weed biocontrol agents or for scientific purposes.  

24. Where illegal or accidental introductions of new species 

occur, all possible steps will be taken to remove them.  

25. Take action to prevent the illegal grazing of stock and 

other domestic animals in Fiordland National Park. Where 

Fiordland National Park adjoins freehold land, which is 

grazed, effective control of stock will be sought through 

discussions with landowners and appropriate fencing.  

26. Keep up with and actively pursue new technology or 

information that leads to an increased capacity to control 

all introduced animals. 

27. Should the technology become available, biological 

controls will be considered on a case-by-case basis. 

Biological control may provide an effective and efficient 

option for pest control management within Fiordland 

National Park. The release of bio-control agents in 

Fiordland National Park will be considered on a case-by-

case basis in accordance with section 5A of the National 

Parks Act 1980 and should be authorised only to control 

species that cannot be effectively controlled in other ways. 

Technology that involves genetic modification may provide 

efficient and effective control options in the future.  There 

is still much public debate over this issue and the 

management plan will give no guidance on this debate.  

Any application for such activities will be assessed on a 

case-by-case basis in accordance with national policy. 

28. Undertake all management activity (including animal 

control, weed control, facilities development and 

maintenance, visitor management) in a manner compatible 

with, and wherever practicable integrated with, ecosystem 

management. 

29. Use a range of statutory processes including mechanisms 

under the Biosecurity Act 1993, and the Resource 

Management Act 1991 to develop a regulatory framework 

to reduce the risk of pests spreading to areas where they 

are presently absent.  This will enable a rapid response to 

invasions in or adjacent to Fiordland National Park. 
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30. Consult with papatipu rünanga prior to undertaking animal 

control operations where the operations involve the use of 

toxins or if new bio-control agents are to be used (refer 

also to Part Two), and also with Te Rünanga o Ngäi Tahu 

where the operation occurs within a Deed of Recognition 

area. 
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4.6 I N T R O D U C E D  P L A N T S  

Rationale 

National parks are areas for the preservation of indigenous plants. All 

introduced species are to be eradicated as far as possible. However, it is 

recognised that the eradication of some exotic species may not be 

practical. In addition, some introduced plants constitute part of the 

human history of Fiordland National Park and, where specified in this 

plan, may be protected. Sources of infestation include stock grazing, 

packing material, vehicles, boats, nets and other equipment and wind-

and-water borne seeds. A particular concern is the potential for the 

spread of introduced aquatic plants. 

As a land manager the Department of Conservation has obligations 

under the Biosecurity Act 1993 for the control of plant pests.  The 

Southland Regional Pest Management Strategy outlines some of the 

Department of Conservation’s responsibilities under that Act. 

Objectives 

1. To control and, where appropriate and practical, eradicate 

all undesirable introduced plants within Fiordland National 

Park.  

2. To prevent the spread of plant pests into weed-free areas 

of Fiordland National Park.  

3. To give priority for pest plant control to those park 

ecosystems, which are actively or potentially threatened, 

especially those susceptible to irreversible change. 

4. To give priority for pest plant control to ecological 

communities which are highly representative of a 

particular area of Fiordland National Park, or to ecological 

communities which are locally uncommon within 

Fiordland National Park.  

5. To ensure that the source of the weed problem is treated, 

not just the infestations encountered.  

6. To undertake control work on pest plants where this is 

feasible and necessary to protect natural values or 

otherwise address biosecurity issues.  

7. To liaise with local authorities and the community to 

ensure effective co-ordination of weed control operations 

across boundaries, and to develop an awareness of the 

threats weeds pose to Fiordland National Park.  
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Implementation 

1. Establish and regularly review pest plant control priorities. 

Areas of Fiordland National Park will be ranked using 

national ranking systems and funding will be sought for 

areas of highest ranking. Any or all control operations will 

be carried out in accordance with national and 

conservancy priorities, plans and guidelines. 

2. Control and eradicate, where practical, marram grass, 

willow, gorse, broom, tree lupin, wilding pines, Darwins 

barberry and other problem species from coastal sites, 

tussock grasslands, wetland, riverbed, streambeds, 

lakeshores and island sites with high natural values within 

Fiordland National Park. Priority will be given to the 

eradication or control of threatening adventive weed 

species as resources permit.  

3. Control levels of infestations in other important 

ecosystems such as forest and shrublands. Control and 

eradicate where practical levels of infestations of 

significant pest plants in high-use areas and areas of high 

landscape value. 

4. Identify introduced plants which have the potential to 

become pest species and record them on a list of plants to 

be watched. Remove any new introduced plant species 

that is likely to have significant impacts (a new species is 

one that is not on current species lists) before it can 

become established or spread further. Surveillance plans 

will be prepared for weeds. 

5. Prevent the spread of potentially significant pest plant 

infestations by eliminating pest species at key sites, 

containment of infestations, the gradual reduction of small 

infestations and the containment of large areas of weeds. 

This includes the management of weeds on lands the 

Department of Conservation administers which adjoin 

Fiordland National Park; or on rivers that feed into 

Fiordland National Park, and where possible in accordance 

with the Regional Pest Management Strategy. 

6. Advocate to Southland Regional Council and other 

landowners for the control of weed sources on rivers that 

feed into Fiordland National Park, where they are identified 

as a threat to park values. 

7. Advocate through the Regional Pest Management Strategy 

for control of a wider range of ecologically damaging plant 

species.  
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8. Raise public awareness of the threat of weeds to Fiordland 

National Park, through publications, community 

involvement in control programmes and other methods as 

deemed appropriate.  

9. All machinery and plant should be properly cleaned before 

being taken into Fiordland National Park. Park users will be 

encouraged to clean their boats and vehicles well clear of 

water edges and before entering Fiordland National Park. 

Biosecurity issues relating to plant pest introduction will 

be managed through increased public awareness of issues, 

managed through education programmes together with 

compliance enforcement, management agreements and 

legal and contractual requirements. In some situations 

protocols may be developed that specify the role and 

responsibilities of different organisations to assist in the 

effective implementation of this mechanism. 

10. Monitor weed control operations to determine their level 

of effectiveness and to assist in redefining priorities. 

11. Use effective control measures that do not pose an undue 

risk to the environment or public safety. Use approved and 

effective biological control agents as appropriate. Only 

approved herbicides will be authorised for use in Fiordland 

National Park. Hand-pulling of weeds will be used where 

appropriate and practicable. Keep plant control techniques 

under review so that opportunities can be taken, as they 

arise, to implement further eradication programmes. 

12. Co-ordinate control operations with adjoining land 

managers where possible. Close liaison and co-operation 

will be maintained with regional and local authorities, 

Transit New Zealand, concessionaires, Meridian Energy 

Limited, the Guardians of Lakes Manapöuri, Monowai and 

Te Anau, and adjoining land-owners for eradication 

programmes, including any monitoring programmes. 

13. Consult with papatipu rünanga prior to undertaking weed 

control programmes and in addition, for Deed of 

Recognition areas, with Te Rünanga o Ngäi Tahu (refer also 

to Part Two). 

14. Monitor for Lagarosiphon infestation in Fiordland lakes and 

waterways and Elodea in Lake Hauroko and if possible 

eradicate. Encourage public awareness on how to avoid 

these weeds getting into Fiordland waterways. 

15. Introduced plants or trees that have historic significance, 

being the rhododendron at Cromarty, the macrocarpa at 

Milford Sound / Piopiotahi and the apple tree at 

Jamestown, may remain. Most exotic grasses, herbs and 
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rushes may be tolerated around lowland huts and at old 

settlement sites. 

16. Indigenous species in their natural form (i.e., not cultivars 

or variegations, and using seeds sourced locally) will be 

encouraged for amenity plantings Any such proposals for 

amenity plantings will be considered on their merit 

including confirming the area and species to be planted. 

Consider proposals on their merit and confirm the area and 

species to be planted. 

17. Should the technology become available, biological 

controls will be considered on a case-by-case basis. 

Biological control may provide an effective and efficient 

option for pest control management within Fiordland 

National Park. At such time the release of bio-control 

agents in Fiordland National Park will be considered on a 

case-by-case basis in accordance with section 5A of the 

National Parks Act 1980. It is also recognised that these 

agents would be likely to reach and spread into Fiordland 

National Park from land adjacent to Fiordland National 

Park. 

18. Undertake all management activity (including animal 

control, weed control, facilities development and 

maintenance, visitor management) in a manner compatible 

with, and wherever practical, integrated with ecosystem 

management. 

19. Use a range of statutory processes including mechanisms 

under the Biosecurity Act 1993, and the Resource 

Management Act 1991 to develop a regulatory framework 

to reduce the risk of pests to areas where they are 

presently absent.  This will enable a rapid response to 

invasions in or adjacent to Fiordland National Park. 

20. Consider the possibility of weed invasion and subsequent 

management wherever roads, tracks, routes, campsites, 

etc, are developed. 
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4.7  W A T E R  A N D  F I S H  

Rationale 

Under the Conservation Act 1987 the Department of Conservation has a 

responsibility for the protection of freshwater fish habitat and 

recreational freshwater fisheries. It is also responsible for the 

preservation of indigenous fish species, while the New Zealand Fish 

and Game Council and the regional Fish and Game Councils are 

responsible for the management of introduced sports fish. 

The Department of Conservation administers the Whitebait Fishing 

Regulations 1994 and the Whitebait Fishing Regulations (West Coast) 

1994, which control whitebait fishing practices and equipment.  These 

responsibilities are still subject to the National Parks Act. 

The Department of Conservation acknowledges the cultural, spiritual, 

historic and traditional association of Ngäi Tahu with the taonga fish 

species. Kökopu (giant bully), paraki (common smelt), piripiripöhatu 

(torrentfish) and taiwharu (giant kökopu) are present in Fiordland 

National Park. Fiordland National Park provides important habitat for 

tuna (eel) which has particular significance to Ngäi Tahu. The Minister 

of Conservation has issued protocols through section 282 of the Ngäi 

Tahu Claims Settlement Act 1998 relating to how the Department of 

Conservation and Ngäi Tahu will work together on freshwater fisheries 

matters (see section 2.2 and appendices). 

For management purposes fish species can be grouped into three 

categories: 

• Indigenous fish species; 

• Introduced sports fish species (trout, salmon, perch); and 

• Introduced noxious fish species as identified by the Southland 

Regional Pest Management Strategy prepared under the 

Biosecurity Act 1993 (e.g. koi carp, catfish, gambusia, tench, 

rudd). 

Trout, salmon and perch are present within Fiordland National Park. 

There are no noxious fish present in Fiordland National Park but their 

potential introduction is an increasing threat. They are a threat because 

they are either predators of one or all of indigenous fish, sports fish or 

other aquatic life  or they compete with them for limited food supplies.  

The waters of Fiordland National Park can be adversely affected by land 

use and management practices adjacent to rivers flowing into Fiordland 

National Park from the east. These rivers provide an infestation source 

for weeds such as gorse, broom and willow. They may also carry high 

bacteria, nutrient and sediment loadings when compared to the 

predominantly pristine waters originating from Fiordland National Park. 

River works, stock access to rivers and nutrient runoff from pasture can 
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cause these adverse effects. Fencing rivers and using indigenous 

riparian planting can mitigate the effects. 

In some situations waterbodies within Fiordland National Park may be 

adversely affected by inappropriate sewage disposal or inadequate 

sewerage systems. 

Refer to section 5.10 for policies on recreational fishing and section 

6.10 for policies on cultural harvest of indigenous freshwater fish. 

Objectives 

1. To ensure that the freshwater systems within Fiordland 

National Park maintain their unique, intact, high-quality 

nature through active management and advocacy. 

2. To protect indigenous freshwater fish and their habitats 

including shellfish, fish passage and the marine interface. 

3. To improve knowledge on the distribution and habitat 

requirements of indigenous freshwater fish in Fiordland 

National Park. 

4. To raise awareness within local communities of the 

importance of freshwater fish and their habitats and of the 

risks posed to them by noxious weeds and fish. 

5. To restore, wherever possible, freshwater fish habitats. 

6. To seek the protection of inshore marine waters adjoining 

Fiordland National Park. 

7. To recognise and provide for the existing recreational 

salmonid sport fishery in Fiordland National Park within 

the context of Implementations 4 and 5. 

8. To prevent the introduction of noxious fish species into 

Fiordland National Park and to eradicate them if 

introduction does occur. 

9. To avoid the further spread of introduced animals and 

plant pests amongst the waters of Fiordland National Park. 

Implementation 

1. Maintain fish passage in and to Fiordland National Park. 

Survey rivers and streams to identify artificial barriers to 

fish passage. Action will be taken to remove or remedy 

barriers to fish passage in Fiordland National Park.  

2. Support the work of Meridian Energy Limited and the 

Waiau Mahika Kai Trust in transferring and monitoring 

indigenous fish species within Fiordland National Park. 
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3. Strongly support the Fish and Game New Zealand national 

policy of not introducing sports fish into areas where they 

do not already occur. No release of introduced fish will be 

allowed anywhere in Fiordland National Park where the 

species does not already occur.  

4. Where salmonids are present and recognised as a 

recreational fishing resource, they may remain. The 

following provisions will apply to the release of sports fish 

into Fiordland National Park waters where sportfish already 

exist: 

a) Where the preservation of indigenous freshwater 

fisheries and habitats of Fiordland National Park is not 

adversely affected;  

b) The protection of the recreational freshwater fisheries 

is not adversely affected; and 

c) That all transfers will need to comply with the 

requirements of section 26ZM of the Conservation Act 

including any transfer of sports fish proposed by Fish 

and Game New Zealand. 

5. Preserve all indigenous fish within Fiordland National Park, 

including eels except as provided for in section 6.6, 

Whitebait Fishing and section 6.10 Ngäi Tahu Customary 

Use.  

6. Investigate and monitor the effects of boat wake on the 

river and lakeshores in association with the Guardians of 

the Lakes, and seek solutions if a problem is identified. 

7. Survey waterways likely to be habitat for threatened 

indigenous freshwater fish species.  Priority will be given 

to coastal areas, followed by the river systems of Fiordland 

National Park. 

8. Consult with papatipu rünanga and Te Rünanga o Ngäi 

Tahu over issues that may affect traditional fisheries, and 

support customary fishing practices that protect the eel 

resource (see section 6.10). 

9. Consult and work with papatipu rünanga and Te Rünanga o 

Ngäi Tahu over the management of taonga fish species and 

the implementation of the freshwater fisheries aspect of 

the protocol (see section 2.2 and appendices). 

10. Advocate for the preservation of freshwater ecosystems, 

indigenous freshwater fish and other indigenous aquatic 

life and their habitats through Resource Management Act 

processes and by working with local authorities and other 

parties.  Priority areas for advocacy are: 
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a) Maintaining existing fish passage and where appropriate 

advocating that structures impeding fish passage are 

modified to enable fish passage. Advocate that all new 

structures in waterbodies that are located in and into 

Fiordland National Park will provide for fish passage;  

b) Minimising the adverse effects of any abstraction or 

diversion of water from within Fiordland National Park, 

or effects of water which flows into Fiordland National 

Park, where this is likely to adversely affect national 

park and world heritage area values;  

c) Avoiding land use change adjoining the Fiordland 

National Park that adversely affects waterbodies in 

Fiordland National Park.  In particular,  advocate a joint 

approach with Southland Regional Council, farmer 

groups and Fish and Game New Zealand (Southland) 

regarding river works and land management practices 

on catchments affecting  Fiordland National Park;  

d) Seeking indigenous plant species to be used for riparian 

planting along rivers that flow into lakes within 

Fiordland National Park;  

e) Seeking that Southland Regional Council, the 

Department of Conservation, Meridian Energy Limited 

and the Guardians of the Lakes work together on 

monitoring water quantity and quality in Fiordland 

National Park;  

f) Ensuring the adverse effects of the Mararoa River 

diversion are recognised, and that floodwaters continue 

to be released down the lower Waiau River;  

g) Ensuring the preservation of whitebait spawning 

habitat;  

h) Seeking the intertidal zone adjacent to Fiordland 

National Park is considered an integral part of the 

sequence of ecosystems. It is important to Fiordland 

National Park ecology that this zone is managed on a 

comparable basis to ensure the safeguarding of the 

fragile and sensitive coastal margins of Fiordland 

National Park; and 

i) Promoting to Southland Regional Council that the 

’Natural State Waters (NS)’ classification used in its 

planning documents be retained over the inland waters 

of Fiordland National Park and the coastal areas 

adjoining it. In the event that NS classification and 

National Park status are not providing sufficient 

protection for Fiordland National Park waterways, 
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Water Conservation Orders under the RMA may also be 

sought.   

11. All activities within Fiordland National Park will be 

consistent with the Natural State classification identified in 

Implementation 10 (i). 
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4.8 I S L A N D  M A N A G E M E N T  

Rationale 

Islands provide sites where integrated biodiversity management is often 

more cost effective than on the mainland due to reduced numbers and 

types of pests and lower reinvasion rates. The removal (or lack of) 

introduced pests is also beneficial for vegetation and the ecosystem 

generally. Island habitats can also be enhanced with species 

reintroductions if eradication or intensive control of introduced animals 

is achievable. Fiordland National Park contains hundreds of islands 

ranging in size from small rock stacks to Resolution Island (20,860 ha). 

In total, the land area of Fiordland islands exceeds 40,000 ha. Many of 

the islands are possum-free, some are rat-free, and there is the potential 

to eradicate or control stoats and other introduced animal pests in the 

long-term. 

The rat and stoat eradication programmes on Breaksea Island Special 

Area, Passage, Anchor and Chalky / Te Kakahu Islands respectively, 

provide predator-free environments for the island flora and fauna, and a 

sanctuary for fauna endangered within Fiordland, or species that were 

once present in Fiordland. 

From a biodiversity perspective the large number of islands within 

Fiordland National Park (see Maps 3A and 3B) is one of the factors that 

makes this park unique.  The sheer number of islands, their size and 

isolation from many mainland threats makes them special and offers a 

breadth of opportunity for species management not possible elsewhere. 

The public has freedom of entry and access into most of Fiordland 

National Park. This may pose problems with regards to the potential 

risk of reinvasion of introduced mammals, and bringing unwanted 

weeds onto islands, and other human-induced impacts on these natural 

areas. 

The Mainland Southland / West Otago CMS has categorised the islands 

in Southland into five management categories, depending on their 

values and the approach to management.  The management approach 

for each category is shown in Table 1.  The category of each island in 

Fiordland National Park is shown in Table 2.  

Objectives 

1. To eradicate animal and plant pests from islands where 

possible and practical. Where eradication is not possible or 

practical at present, to control them if the natural values of 

the islands are threatened. 

2. To manage, or advocate for the management of the islands 

to ensure that the significant natural values of Fiordland 

National Park are maintained.  
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3. To avoid the further spread of introduced animal and plant 

pests among islands on the Fiordland coast. 

4. To manage access to the islands of Fiordland National Park 

where necessary so as to protect the indigenous 

biodiversity of these islands. 

MA P 3A .  I SL AND S  O F  F I OR DLA ND  N ATI ONA L  PA RK P ART  1  –  MI D  F IO RD LAN D 

 
 

MA P 3B .  I S L AND S  O F  F I OR DLA ND  N ATI ONA L  PA RK P ART  2  –  S O UTH ERN  F I OR DL AN D  
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Implementation 

1. Manage the islands within Fiordland National Park in 

accordance with the categories identified in Tables 1 and 

2. 

2. Reassess island classifications as new information becomes 

available. 

3. Consult with papatipu rünanga over the preparation of any 

statutory or non-statutory plan, strategy or programme 

relating to island management (refer also to Part Two). 

4. Ensure the taonga species provisions of the Ngäi Tahu 

Claims Settlement Act are given effect to, by consulting 

with Te Rünanga o Ngäi Tahu and the papatipu Rünanga 

about taonga species management and species transfers 

onto/from islands. 

5. Facilitate the writing of a “minimum impact code of 

practice” for landings at or mooring adjacent to all islands 

within Fiordland National Park, to be promoted for the 

attention of boat and aircraft users. 

6. Moorings should not be permitted in and adjoining 

Specially Protected Areas. 

7. Advocate that moorings adjacent to specially protected 

areas or other significant habitats should not occur unless 

for management purposes (refer to section 5.6 Boating and 

Facilities). 

8. Maintain the ecosystems of the Breaksea Island Special 

Area3, Chalky Island/Te Kakahu, Passage Island group and 

Anchor Island free of introduced predators and wild 

animals so that safe habitats are provided for the 

preservation of endangered species found, or formerly 

found in Fiordland. Monitoring of introduced mammals will 

be continued, in case reinvasion occurs and further control 

is required. Similar opportunities also exist on Entry Island.  

9. Maintain Specially Protected Area status over the Breaksea 

Island Special Area to assist management of the predator-

free environment. Restrict access primarily for the purpose 

of preventing the reinvasion of introduced predatory 

mammals (i.e. rats and mustelids) and plant pests to the 

islands. 

                                                 
3 Breaksea Island Special Area includes all area of land in Fiordland National Park known as Breaksea, Wairaki and Hawea Islands 
and the island community known as Outer Gilbert No. 3 as well as all surrounding Islands and Islets above mean high water 
spring encompassed by a circle of radius 3 kilometres centred at Grid Reference 850 950 NZMS 1 Sheet 147. 



Part Four – Biodiversity, Landscapes and Historic Management – 4.8 Island Management 

Fiordland National Park Management Plan – June 2007 (UNPUBLISHED FORMAT) 90 

10. Maintain the Solander Island Specially Protected Area4 

status to avoid human-induced impacts on the natural 

habitat values of these islands. The Solander Island group 

are extremely valuable as one of the few places in New 

Zealand which lack the presence of introduced mammals; 

they possess unmodified coastal vegetation and provide 

breeding grounds for many species of sea birds. Restrict 

access primarily to prevent the invasion of introduced 

mammalian predators (i.e., rats, mustelids) and plant pests, 

destructive invertebrates (e.g. introduced ant species) and 

bacterial diseases and pathogens to the islands. 

11. Assess the need for a Specially Protected Area status for 

Chalky Island/Te Kakahu to protect the käkäpö on the 

island. If this area is gazetted as a Specially Protected Area, 

access may be permitted under a set of guidelines that will 

be developed. Papatipu rünanga will be consulted over the 

development of these guidelines. There is no intention to 

introduce Specially Protected Area status for Passage, 

Anchor or Entry Islands within the life of this plan. 

12. Investigate options for the future removal of all weka from 

the Solander Island group. Weka is an introduced species 

on the Solander Island group and has severely reduced the 

diversity and abundance of seabirds and invertebrates. This 

proposal will require full consultation with papatipu 

rünanga and Te Rünanga o Ngäi Tahu. 

13. Continue to maintain the stoat eradication programmes on 

Chalky/Te Kakahu and the Passage Islands, Bauza Island, 

Secretary Island, Pigeon Island and Coal Island to facilitate 

for the management of threatened species formerly found 

in Fiordland. 

14. Recognise and maintain, as far as practicable, the 

ecological values of Secretary Island, which deserve special 

recognition and particular protection. Although attempts 

to eradicate deer from Secretary Island were unsuccessful 

in the 1970s and early 1980s, and stoats are also present, 

the island still retains ecological qualities that deserve 

recognition. The island is considered to be free of 

possums, rats and mice. Priority will continue to be given 

to eradication of deer and stoats on the island. (Refer to 

section 4.5).   

15. Recognise and maintain, as far as practicable, the 

ecological values of Resolution Island.  The eradication of 

pests on Secretary Island will test existing methodology for 

eradication on such a large island.  Funding for a pest 

                                                 
4 Solander Island Special Area includes those islands known as Solander Island and Little Solander Island, together with outlying 
islets, as detailed in the New Zealand Gazette, No 78 1959. 
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eradication programme on Resolution Island has been 

approved, depending on the success of the current 

programme on Secretary Island. The intention is to 

eradicate deer, stoats and other animal pests such as mice 

on Resolution Island during the life of this plan.  (Refer to 

section 4.5). 

16. Investigate experimental stoat control/eradication on other 

islands along the Fiordland coast. Continue monitoring of 

introduced mammals such as possum, rodent, mustelids 

and deer on the islands. (Refer to section 4.5). 

17. Maintain, where practicable, islands in the southern fiords 

free of wild animals (as defined in the Wild Animals 

Control Act 1977). The intention is to maintain some 

islands free of deer (and other wild animals), to enable the 

vegetation to recover to a near pristine state. Not all 

islands are suitable because their size and/or topography 

make it difficult to control re-invasion from the mainland.  

(Refer to section 4.5). 

18. Allow for the management of a predator-free sanctuary on 

Centre Island, Lake Te Anau. The suitability of Centre 

Island as a sanctuary for endangered fauna will be assessed.  

19. Open sanctuary islands such as the islands in Lake Te Anau, 

may present a limited number of opportunities for 

environmentally sensitive activities and facilities for 

viewing wildlife in its natural habitat rather than in 

captivity, and for educating and informing visitors on the 

role of island sanctuaries and the benefits of conservation 

generally. Such activities and facilities, including guided 

walking experiences are more suitable on an open 

sanctuary island than any of the other island categories 

listed in tables 1 and 2.  This is due to the lower risks of 

allowing these activities on the open sanctuary category of 

islands. Consideration of such opportunities will be 

consistent with the requirements of Part Five – Visitor 

Management.  

20. Manage access to all off-shore islands by providing for the 

temporary closure of islands to the public including 

concession access when required for emergency purposes.  

Circumstances when the island may be required to be 

closed include (but are not limited to) the protection of 

visitor safety during periods of pest eradication and 

control, for biosecurity purposes, when there are 

quarantine issues and during periods of high fire risk. 

21. Identify as a priority to seek resources to maintain and act 

in accordance with the Island Biosecurity Plan: Southland 

Conservancy (2004) for all off-shore islands around the 
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Fiordland Coast, so as to manage the risk or reinvasion of 

pest-free islands and other human-induced biosecurity 

risks. 

22. Consider controlling or removing specific colonies of 

black-backed gulls on the small islands on Lake Manapöuri 

in order to better protect the wider ecology of the 

islands. Consult with Ngäi Tahu, as black-backed 

gulls/kararo is a taonga species. 

 
 

TABLE  1  -  I SLAN D MANA GE MEN T CAT EGO RIE S  1 , 2  

 M I N I M U M  

I M P A C T  

R E F U G E  R E S T O R A T I O N  O P E N  

S A N C T U A R Y  

M U L T I P L E  U S E 1  

Primary  

Conservation 

Function 

Protection of 
indigenous species 
and communities, 
particularly those 
distinct from 
mainland 
communities. 

Protection of 
indigenous species 
and communities 
both those of 
islands, and those 
of the mainland. 

Recovery of viable 
populations of 
threatened species 
of particular 
communities. 

Protection and 
interpretation to 
the public of 
indigenous species 
and habitats, 
including those 
threatened by 
extinction or 
destruction. 

Protection and 
enhancement of 
selected conservation 
values. 

Criteria for  

Recognition 

Presence of island 
endemics; freedom 
from introduced 
mammals; 
significant areas of 
indigenous habitat; 
high vulnerability 
to human 
interference; all 
sizes of islands, 
both modified and 
largely 
unmodified. 

Presence of 
mainland endemic 
species as island 
survivors; 
introduced 
mammals 
sometimes 
present; significant 
areas indigenous 
habitat; moderate 
vulnerability to 
human 
interference; all 
sizes of islands; all 
degrees of 
modification 
except those 
largely 
unmodified. 

Opportunities for 
restoring habitats 
of threatened 
species and for 
restoring 
threatened 
communities, both 
those of islands 
and the mainland; 
modified and 
extremely 
modified islands of 
all sizes. 

Opportunities for 
providing habitats 
for rare and 
threatened 
species; 
opportunities for 
public education; 
medium and large 
islands, both 
modified and 
extremely 
modified. 

Conservation values 
secondary to other 
uses such as farming, 
forestry and 
recreation.  Mostly 
extremely modified 
islands that are 
sometimes farm parks 
or privately owned. 

Protective Action 

for Species and 

Biotic Communities 

 

Special 
precautions 
against 
establishment of 
introduced plants 
and animals and 
against illegal visits 
and fires. 

Consistent 
precautions 
against 
establishment of 
introduced plants 
and animals 
(excepting certain 
threatened 
species, see 
below) and against 
illegal visits and 
fires. 

Consistent 
precautions 
against 
establishment of 
introduced plants 
and animals (with 
certain exceptions, 
see below) and 
against illegal visits 
and fires. 

Consistent 
precautions 
against some 
species of alien 
plants and 

animals4. Special 
precautions 
against fires. 

Variable approach 
depending on kind 
and extent of 
conservation use. 

Protective and 
Restorative Action 
for Archaeological 
Sites 

Protection 
restricted to sites 
of outstanding 
archaeological 
value. 

Protection 
restricted to sites 
of outstanding 
archaeological 
value. 

Sites of 
archaeological 
value protected 
with restoration of 
selected sites 
where 
appropriate.5 

Protection and 
interpretation of 
archaeological and 
historic sites; 
major restoration 
of such sites 
where 
appropriate. 

Sites of archaeological 
and historic value 
protected whenever 
possible. 
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 M I N I M U M  

I M P A C T  

R E F U G E  R E S T O R A T I O N  O P E N  

S A N C T U A R Y  

M U L T I P L E  U S E 1  

Restorative Action 
for Biotic 
Communities 

Restricted to re-
establishment of a 
few species in a 
few small areas. 

Restricted to 
minor areas 
relative to size of 
island. 

Restoration of 
island 
communities 
formerly present 
and extension of 
some still existing. 
Restoration of 
mainland 
communities 
where appropriate 
on islands free of 
limiting factors of 
the mainland. 

Restoration of 
island or mainland 
communities 
according to 
requirements of 
indigenous plant/ 
animal species of 
interest. 

Restoration of island 
or mainland 
communities when 
identified as a 
conservation objective 
for the island. 

Translocation of 
Species not Natural 
to the Island  

Excluded except 
as an extreme 
short-term 
measure. 

Permitted for 
selected species of 
nationally 
endangered 
animals and 
plants7.  Excluded 
for other plants 
except in special 
circumstances 6. 

Island 
Communities: as 
for refuge islands 
excepting use of 
certain introduced 
plants as 
temporary cover.  
Mainland 
communities (on 
islands): permitted 
for appropriate 
mainland species  
and , in  special 
cases, for animal 
taxa from the 
Pacific or 
Australia8. 

Permitted 
according to 
ecological 
appropriateness, 
educational and 
species 
conservation 
needs, and risk to 
other biota in the 
region. 

Undertaken according 
to particular 
conservation 
objectives adopted 
and risk to other biota 
in the region. 

Habitat  Restricted to 
minor 
manipulation. 

For threatened 
species: restricted 
to modified areas; 
should exclude 
major changes in 
composition of 
community. 

Island 
Communities: 
choice of 
communities to be 
restored 
sometimes 
influenced by 
habitat 
requirements of 
threatened 
species.  Mainland 
communities (on 
islands): major 
manipulation of 
habitats sometimes 
needed. 

Major 
manipulation of 
plant and animal 
habitats. 

Major or minor 
manipulation of plant 
and animal habitats 
according to particular 
conservation 
objectives adopted. 

Scientific Activity Monitoring of 
changes; 
identification of 
biological values. 

Monitoring of 
changes; 
identification of 
biological values; 
process studies not 
possible 
elsewhere. 

Experimentation 
using carefully 
monitored trials to 
measure progress 
of programme. 

Experimentation 
using carefully 
monitored trials to 
measure progress 
of programme. 

Monitoring of 
enhancement 
programme; 
identification of 
biological values. 

Visitors, Education 
and Interpretation 

 

Minimal activity 
that can only be 
carried out on the 
island and that 
allows people to 
appreciate island 
values through 
books, radio, film 
etc. 

i) Low impact 
activities that 
cannot be done on 
a restoration or 
open sanctuary 
island (see 
minimum impact 
islands);   
ii) permitted 
visitors to a few 
selected islands 
with 
interpretation/ 
supervision by 
departmental staff. 

i) low impact 
activities not 
possible in an 
open sanctuary; 
ii) permitted 
visitors to a few 
selected islands 
with 
interpretation/ 
supervision;   
iii) volunteer help 
with restoration 
work on some 
islands.    

Major function of 
island: open access 
with interpretation 
programmes; 
supervision when 
necessary. 

Visitation and visitor 
movements 
dependent on 
permission from 
owners. 

Footnotes for Table 1 

1.Other islands, where there is no conservation use, are excluded from this classification. 
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2.Only terrestrial criteria have been used. Allocation of an island to a functional category is often partly a value judgement. The 
criteria given can be used as a guide but it is not essential that all criteria listed for each category need to be met. 

3.Introduced plants and animals include those indigenous  to New Zealand though not natural to the island in question. 

4.Alien plants and animals are introduced species foreign to New Zealand (exotics). 

5.Site selection would give preference to extremely modified parts of the island thus minimising disruption to existing or restored 
communities. 

6.Special circumstances could include the planting of temporary food sources in already greatly modified parts of an island in 
order to secure survival of a species of nationally endangered animal.  However, in these circumstances, control of the introduced 
plant may be necessary to ensure it did not spread to other parts of the island. 

7.This assumes that a proper case for the introduction of a nationally threatened animal and plant has been made and the likely 
impact assessed. 

8.Introduction and establishment of animal taxa from other parts of New Zealand or from Australia or the Pacific could be 
attempted where the forms are related to the taxa now extinct on the mainland (Atkinson 1988). Such attempts at replacing 
extinct species should be restricted to substantially modified islands and should be carried out as controlled experiments to 
measure the impact of the new introduction on the islands’ biota.  The new introduction must be removable from the island at any 
time if the need should arise. 

Adapted from: Ecological Restoration of New Zealand Islands (1990), Atkinson and Towns. 

TAB LE  2  -  C ATEG OR IS AT ION  O F  IS LA ND S  

I S L A N D  L O C A T I O N 

 

Minimum Impact Islands 

 

Little Solander Island Fiordland Coast 

 

Refuge Islands 

 

Big Solander Island Fiordland Coast 

Breaksea Island Fiordland Coast 

Entry Island (Breaksea) Fiordland Coast 

Nee Islets Fiordland Coast 

Outer Gilbert Islands (including Wairaki and Hawea islands) Fiordland Coast 

Shelter Islands Fiordland Coast 

Seymore Island Fiordland Coast 

Unnamed  Island (south of Mary Island)  Lake Hauroko 

Unnamed Island, Dusky Sound (E.R. 782772) Fiordland Coast 

 

Restoration Islands 

 

Anchor Island Fiordland Coast 

Bauza Island Fiordland Coast 

Chalky Island / Te Kakahu  Fiordland Coast 

Cording Islands Fiordland Coast 

Many Islands Fiordland Coast 

Nomans Island Fiordland Coast 

Passage Islands (Dusky Sound) Fiordland Coast 

Passage Islands (Chalky Inlet) Fiordland Coast 

Prove Island Fiordland Coast 

Resolution Island Fiordland Coast 

Round Island Fiordland Coast 

Seal Islands Fiordland Coast 

Secretary Island Fiordland Coast 

Small Craft Harbour Islands Fiordland Coast 

Steep To Island Fiordland Coast 
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I S L A N D  L O C A T I O N 

Stop Island Fiordland Coast 

Thrum Cap   Fiordland Coast 

Weka Island or Long Island Fiordland Coast 

 

Open Sanctuary Islands 

 

Arran Island  Lake Te Anau 

Belle Vue Island  Lake Manapöuri 

Buncrana Island  Lake Manapöuri 

Bute Island Lake Te Anau 

Catherine Island Fiordland Coast 

Centre Island  Lake Te Anau 

Coal Island Fiordland Coast 

Cooper Island Fiordland Coast 

Crayfish Island Fiordland Coast 

Cumbrae Island  Lake Te Anau 

Curlew Island Fiordland Coast 

Dome Islands Lake Te Anau 

Dot Island  Lake Te Anau 

Doubtful Island  Lake Te Anau 

Eleanor Island Fiordland Coast 

Elizabeth Island Fiordland Coast 

Entrance Island Fiordland Coast 

Entrance Island Lake Te Anau 

Erin Island  Lake Te Anau 

Fanny Island Fiordland Coast 

Fergusson Island Fiordland Coast 

Garden Islands Fiordland Coast 

Girlie Island Fiordland Coast 

Great Island Fiordland Coast 

Harbour Islands Fiordland Coast 

Heron Island Fiordland Coast 

Holmwood Islands  Lake Manapöuri 

Indian Island Fiordland Coast 

Inner Gilbert Islands Fiordland Coast 

Isolde Island  Lake Manapöuri 

John Islands Fiordland Coast 

Lee Island  Lake Te Anau 

Little Island Fiordland Coast 

Long Island Fiordland Coast 

Lloyd Island Fiordland Coast 

Macdonell Island Fiordland Coast 

Mary Island  Lake Hauroko 

Mahara Island  Lake Manapöuri 

Oke Island Fiordland Coast 
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I S L A N D  L O C A T I O N 

Only Islands Fiordland Coast 

Parrot Island Fiordland Coast 

Petrel Islands Fiordland Coast 

Pigeon Island Fiordland Coast 

Pomona Island  Lake Manapöuri 

Rolla Island Fiordland Coast 

Rona Island   Lake Manapöuri 

Shag Islands Fiordland Coast 

Spit Islands / Te Wheare Beach Fiordland Coast 

Styles Island Fiordland Coast 

Unnamed Island (Cormorant Cove) Fiordland Coast 

Unnamed Island (Earshell Cove) Fiordland Coast 

Unnamed  Island (S.W. Arm George Sound) Fiordland Coast 

Unnamed Island (Teal Bay) Lake Hauroko 

Useless Islands Fiordland Coast 

Utah Island Fiordland Coast 

  

 

Multiple Use Islands 

 

(None in Fiordland National Park)  
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4.9 M A R I N E  M A M M A L S  

Rationale 

The Marine Mammals Protection Act 1978 provides for the protection, 

conservation and management of all marine mammals such as whales, 

dolphins and seals within New Zealand and within the New Zealand 

fisheries waters (which includes the exclusive economic zone of New 

Zealand).  

The waters of the fiords and coastline below mean high water mark are 

outside Fiordland National Park so marine mammal management 

generally falls outside the scope of this management plan. The direction 

for managing these issues is stated in the Mainland Southland/West 

Otago Conservation Management Strategy. There are however many 

places along the coast within Fiordland National Park used by seals for 

breeding and hauling out and there are several large established seal 

colonies. The following provisions also apply to whale strandings.  

Objectives 

1. To protect, conserve and manage marine mammals within 

Fiordland National Park.  

2. To increase the Department of Conservation’s and the 

publics’ understanding of marine mammal behaviour, 

ecology and the effects of human activities on them. 

Implementation 

1. Attempt to assist stranded or injured marine mammals 

observed on or around the coastline of Fiordland National 

Park if such action is practicable and reasonable, 

recognising logistical difficulties. Greater priority will be 

given to events involving threatened species. 

2. Consult with papatipu rünanga and where required or 

appropriate with Te Rünanga O Ngäi Tahu over marine 

mammal issues, including whale strandings (refer also to 

Part Two). 

3. Raise public awareness of fur seal behaviour and the effects 

of human activity on it through public information 

campaigns and community liaison. 

4. Encourage and where appropriate, assist research on fur 

seal behaviour, and the effects of human activities on it, in 

Fiordland National Park; and take the results of such 

research into account for the management of fur seals. 

5. Advocate for the protection of marine mammals through 

Resource Management Act processes, with the local fishing 
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and tourist industry, recreational boating interests and the 

general public (refer to sections 5.6, 5.3.9.1 and 5.3.9.2). 
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4.10 E C O S Y S T E M  M A N A G E M E N T ,  S U R V E Y  A N D  

M O N I T O R I N G  

Rationale 

Knowledge and understanding of the park’s ecosystems is essential to 

the aim of preserving Fiordland National Park as far as possible in its 

natural state. Knowledge of soils, geology, climate and natural hazard 

risks will aid many aspects of management. The purpose of having an 

“information strategy” is to provide an organised approach to meet 

information needs for Fiordland National Park management purposes. 

Lack of information on Fiordland National Park ecosystems can lead to 

misplaced attention on known problems, simply because they are 

known, whereas other more critical problems might not be known and 

therefore not acted upon. Information requirements for management 

can be divided into three categories: 

• Inventory: description of what is present; 

• Monitoring: record of change over time; and 

• Research: analysis to increase understanding of ecosystems. 

These categories serve as a framework for considering future work 

priorities. All three require scientific and technical inputs, as well as 

management inputs. Complete inventories of natural features in 

Fiordland National Park may be desirable but the realities of scarce 

resources and the vastness of Fiordland dictate a limited, incremental 

approach to inventory work. In reality it is likely that full information 

will continue to be available for only a very small proportion of the 

species and land area of Fiordland National Park, over the life of this 

management plan. 

Objectives 

1. To build and maintain an inventory that identifies: 

a)  The indigenous communities and species found within 

Fiordland National Park, and their status; 

b)  Threats to the indigenous ecosystems and species, 

including potential threats; and 

c) Key ecological processes which sustain indigenous 

ecosystems. 

2. To assess the effectiveness of management operations and 

whether preservation objectives for Fiordland National 

Park are being achieved. 

3. To establish and maintain as far as is practicable an on-

going programme to monitor changes in status and 

condition of ecosystems and species within Fiordland 

National Park. 
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4. To arrange, facilitate and support a programme of scientific 

research to assist management of Fiordland National Park. 

5. To integrate the monitoring of ecosystems condition with 

the monitoring of visitor use so that any impacts of 

increasing visitor use can be recognised and managed (also 

see section 5.16). 

Implementation 

1. Identify current information bases and information needs. 

Rationalise information systems to achieve efficiency of 

information retrieval. Establish and maintain an integrated 

information management system compatible with national 

methodologies and/or guidelines and establish links for 

sharing information. 

2. Encourage and advocate for a region-wide strategic 

approach to achieve Implementation 1 amongst  external 

agencies such as Ngäi Tahu, local authorities, universities, 

research institutes, Meridian Energy Limited, the Guardians 

of the Lakes, Fiordland Marine Guardians, other interested 

parties and the public. 

3. Consult with papatipu rünanga and Te Rünanga o Ngäi 

Tahu over research involving taonga species; including 

research applications involving cultural materials (refer 

also to Part Two). 

4. Provide for Te Rünanga o Ngäi Tahu and its nominees to 

undertake any research and monitoring regarding its 

pounamu resource. 

5. Determine survey (inventory) requirements for all natural 

resources for which the Department of Conservation is 

responsible. Priority should be given to the following: 

a) Less understood areas which may be under threat from 

animal pests or weeds;  

b) Species or communities which are poorly known e.g. 

reptiles, invertebrates, freshwater fish, non-vascular 

plants and fungi; and  

c) Key areas of representative ecosystems for inventory. 

6. Develop a survey and monitoring plan that identifies 

specific survey and monitoring activities. The survey and 

monitoring plan which is developed is likely to be one 

which covers survey and monitoring across all lands 

administered by the Department of Conservation in 

Southland Conservancy. Important issues for the survey 

and monitoring plan to address are:  
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a) Vegetation condition and introduced animal 

populations. There is a need to measure trends in wild 

animal (deer, goats, chamois, pigs and possums) 

distribution and numbers and the condition of 

vegetation, by continuing the work done to date using 

areas representative of Fiordland. Links may be made 

with similar monitoring on other lands adjacent to 

Fiordland National Park; and  

b) Takahë and takahë habitat; threatened species 

populations (as identified through various species 

recovery plans), animal pest status on islands and other 

parts of Fiordland National Park, any prospective 

biological control programmes, lake level controls and 

their impacts; mustelid and rodent population levels; 

and any other ecosystem monitoring needs which arise 

over time.  

7. Identify research priorities and establish a research 

programme. Encourage research related to the Fiordland 

National Park ecosystems, but with priority being driven to 

management problems or needs. The following research 

needs have been identified in no order of priority:  

a) Development of methods/techniques for monitoring 

ecosystems;   

b) Assessment of impacts of introduced animals;   

c) Methods for control of possums;  

d) Consideration of management options for threatened 

species;   

e) New methods of predator control for the protection of 

threatened species;  

f) Suitability of biological controls for introduced plants 

and animals;  

g) Assessment of impacts of facilities and visitor use on 

Fiordland National Park ecosystems; and 

h) Encouraging and facilitating research to improve 

knowledge on national park values. 

8. Encourage research, especially study to improve 

understanding of physical and biological systems, provided 

research activity is compatible with national park values. 

Not all research has to be carried out within Fiordland 

National Park. All research findings are to be made 

available to the Department of Conservation, the Southland 

Conservation Board, Ngäi Tahu and interested parties, 

upon request. 



Part Four – Biodiversity, Landscapes and Historic Management – 4.10 Ecosystem Management, Survey and Monitoring 

Fiordland National Park Management Plan – June 2007 (UNPUBLISHED FORMAT) 102 

9. Require scientific activities to be carried out in such a 

manner that protection of natural ecosystems is ensured. 

Approval of research activity will be dependent on 

ensuring that it will cause no lasting changes in indigenous 

plant and animal populations or community relationships, 

and it does not conflict with essential management 

operations. All survey, monitoring and research proposals 

will be assessed to ensure they are relevant and meet 

rigorous scientific standards. Science teams should be able 

to demonstrate that they are suitably qualified and have the 

necessary credentials. Where science projects involve 

genetic modification or experimentation with DNA, Ngäi 

Tahu should be consulted. 

10. Encourage the completion of approved science projects, 

and require that research including observations, data and 

results is fully reported to the Department of Conservation. 

11. Develop an inventory of permanent plot markers, and 

decide which plot markers should remain. Any new 

application for permanent markers will be strictly 

controlled. 

12. Encourage visitors to Fiordland National Park to report to 

the Department of Conservation any observations made 

which indicate ecological changes, e.g. unusual numbers of 

dead plants and animals, or physical changes. 

13. Ensure the effects of visitor use on the natural values of 

Fiordland National Park are monitored and managed 

effectively to prevent them becoming unacceptable (also 

see section 5.16). 
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4.11 F A C I L I T I E S  A N D  A C C E S S  F O R  E C O S Y S T E M  

M A N A G E M E N T  

At times it is necessary to be able to provide facilities and use air access 

to areas to achieve ecological management objectives where this may 

not be allowed for other purposes such as recreation or tourism 

activities.  

It is noted that approvals from other authorities such as those under the 

Building Act and the Resource Management Act may be required for 

facilities. 

Objective 

1. To allow appropriate facilities and access for ecosystems 

management purposes. 

Implementation 

1. From time to time facilities such as huts are essential to 

support ecological management activities.  Any buildings 

or structures will be located with minimum impact to the 

environment, although in exceptional circumstances some 

may need to be highly visible for safety reasons.  They will 

be of a re-locatable design so they can be removed on 

completion of operations.  In assessing the environmental 

impacts of any proposed new facility they should follow 

these criteria: 

a) The form and design of the building, structure or facility 

should be such that impact on vegetation, topography 

and other natural features, and disturbance to wildlife is 

minimal;  

b) Material should be sensitive to the natural surroundings, 

and in keeping with any nearby or associated buildings, 

structures or facilities; and 

c) Facilities should not degrade the visually unmodified 

landscape form, except where the development of 

boardwalk is consistent with recreation opportunity 

objectives identified in Part Five of this Plan. Waste 

management and energy efficient technologies should 

be used in these facilities. 

2. Aircraft or boats may be used for access to lands 

administered by the Department of Conservation for 

approved ecological management purposes (refer to 

sections 5.5 and 5.6). Efforts will be made when 

considering applications for aircraft access (for ecosystem 

management purposes), to avoid or minimise disturbance 
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to other users.  Aircraft operators require a concession to 

operate within Fiordland National Park. 
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4.12 H I S T O R I C  A N D  C U L T U R A L  H E R I T A G E  

M A N A G E M E N T   

Rationale 

Site and objects of archaeological and historical interest within 

Fiordland National Park are protected under the Historic Places Act 

1993, the Protected Objects Act 1975 (formerly the Antiquities Act 

1975), the Conservation Act 1987, and the National Parks Act 1980.   

Section 6 of the Conservation Act gives the Department of Conservation 

the functions of managing for conservation purposes, historic resources 

within the Fiordland National Park, and advocating for the management 

of historic resources generally. 

Historic resource is defined in the Conservation Act as a historic place 

within the meaning of the Historic Places Act 1993.  The Historic Places 

Act defines a historic place as land (including any archaeological site); 

or any building or structure or any combination of land and a building 

or structure; that forms part of the historical and cultural heritage of 

New Zealand. It also includes anything that is in or fixed to such land. 

The Department of Conservation protocol with Ngäi Tahu 

acknowledges the importance to Ngäi Tahu of their wähi tapu, wähi 

taonga and other places of historic significance.  Ngäi Tahu may choose 

not to disclose, or disclose to a ‘silent file’ system, the location of wähi 

tapu sites to help protect these sites and preserve their sacredness. 

Protection of historic places within the Fiordland National Park is not 

totally distinct from the protection of natural resources.  The human 

history of Fiordland National Park can provide clues for ecological 

management; for example, knowing that indigenous forestry has 

brought about changes in local ecosystems.  It also adds another 

dimension to information provided to visitors and adds a human 

context to visitor experiences. 

Threats to Historic Places 

Four categories of threat to historic resources within Fiordland National 

Park have been identified. 

Natural processes continually degrade historic resources within 

Fiordland National Park.  Threats to the fabric of historic features 

include: metal corrosion; wood decay; weathering of stone, masonry, 

and concrete; root damage and vegetation invasion; river and sea 

erosion or undermining; land subsidence; fire; storms; lightning 

damage, erosion, disease, and competition from other plants can affect 

historic vegetation. 

Visitors to historic places within Fiordland National Park pose 

significant threats directly to the places through the removal of 

artefacts as souvenirs or for resale, destructive acts of vandalism, 
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graffiti, and interaction with the sites, such as trampling over 

archaeological sites or climbing on structures.   

Management decisions and staff actions can pose a threat to historic 

places within Fiordland National Park where the appropriate 

procedures are not followed to ensure that historic values are taken 

into account.  Ways in which staff actions can damage historic places 

include: the removal, damage, demolition/destruction, or modification 

of historic features, plants, or buildings; construction of new facilities, 

tracks, or signage on or near a site; reduced use; track markers on 

significant trees; deer pen locations; passage through or over sites; 

interpretation or information that affects visitor behaviour at or near a 

site; issue of leases, licences, concessions, and permits; a lack of lateral 

thinking in formulating viable alternative future uses or solutions to 

repair problems; and inappropriate restoration and maintenance.   

Information loss is a continual problem.  Historical information 

contributes to planning authentic historical conservation work and 

advancing public understanding of that heritage.  The loss of relevant 

information is a considerable threat and can be from a number of 

causes. People dying without recording their knowledge is a significant 

loss.  Valuable archival sources including photographs are often lost 

because they are not lodged in appropriate repositories or are 

destroyed by people who do not value them. 

Present Protection, Management Processes, and 
Prioritisation of Historic Resources 

Protection 

The Fiordland National Park Gazetteer of Historic and Archaeological 

Sites was compiled between 1977 and 1979.  The Gazetteer grades all 

sites on their importance, degree of threat, and their interpretative 

value.  Sites identified in the Gazetteer are now part of the database of 

historic resources about lands administered by the Department of 

Conservation across Southland Conservancy (Protection Plan 

Inventory). Since its completion, site information has been updated 

through regular inspection visits to all sites within Fiordland National 

Park.  The addition of newly discovered sites within Fiordland National 

Park and the improvement of information about known sites through 

further survey work is an ongoing process.  As information is obtained 

it is also added to the Protection Plan Inventory database, held within 

the Department of Conservation, and forwarded to the New Zealand 

Archaeological Association (NZAA) filekeeper for the area. 

The Department of Conservation National Historic Heritage Protection 

standard operating procedure provides guidance for the protection of 

sites from the threats, where possible, as detailed above. 
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Management Processes and Priorities for Active 
Management 

The Southland Conservancy Historic Resource Management Programme 

(SHRMP) identifies key representative and significant historic places for 

active management within Fiordland National Park.  It outlines a five-

year programme of works to ensure that these places are conserved and 

protected for present and future generations.  SHRMP is an operational 

plan, not a statutory or formal policy document; therefore it has not 

been through a public process.  The priorities it outlines have been 

presented to the public for comment through the completion of the 

Mainland Southland/West Otago CMS. They are presented again here. 

All known historic resources within Fiordland National Park were 

assessed along with those across all of Southland Conservancy in order 

to select these sites for active management.  The selection was made to 

ensure a cross section of the history of the area was represented.  To 

achieve this, the historic places were first grouped according to 

themes.  Mäori; European Discovery/Exploration; Early European 

Settlements; Sealing and Whaling; Fishing/Commercial; Tourist 

Development; Natural Resource Use; Mineral Resource Use; Protection; 

Disasters (Shipwrecks/War). 

Each place was then assessed using the following criteria: 

• historic significance (local, national, and international using the 

Historic Places Act criteria), 

• immediate threats to the place (such as deterioration), 

• public access (pros and cons, ease of access, current use, etc.),  

• historic interpretation value,  

• the type of place/structure, 

• representativeness (i.e. are there better examples in other parts 

of the country?), 

• wanting to preserve a fair representation of New Zealand’s 

history. 

It should be noted that additional sites of importance to iwi may be 

identified for active management.  These may or may not be listed in 

future management plans according to iwi wishes. 

For each of the actively managed historic places identified in SHRMP, 

and listed here, a conservation plan is prepared to the International 

Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) principles and standards.  

All other sites in Fiordland National Park still have protection through 

the Protection Plan and inventory. 

Table 3 lists the 35 places within Fiordland National Park, which have 

been selected for active management.  The table shows the name or 
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description and indicates progress on both conservation planning and 

conservation work done for that place.  It also indicates if there are 

existing visitor facilities and interpretation or if these need to be 

provided.  The degree of significance of the place is also shown.  

Further recognition of historic values 

Richard Henry’s house site on Pigeon Island, Dusky Sound and the 

Percy Burn viaduct have a category one New Zealand Historic Places 

Trust classification. The Port Craig School has a category two New 

Zealand Historic Places Trust classification.  This affords the place a 

further level of recognition and acknowledges its outstanding historic 

significance. 

TAB LE  3  -  A CTI VEL Y  MA NAGE D  HI ST ORI C  S I TE S  WIT HIN  F I O RDL AN D NA TIO NAL  P AR K  

N A M E  O F  H I S T O R I C  
R E S O U R C E  

Y E A R  
C O N S E R V A T I O N 
P L A N  W A S  
C O M P L E T E D  

H I S T O R I C  
C O N S E R V A T I O N 
W O R K  

V I S I T O R  
F A C I L I T I E S  

I NT E R P R E
- T A T I O N  

S I G NI F I C A NC E  

Alpha Battery and Quartz 
Mine, Preservation Inlet 

1994 Yes, work done. 
Further work 
required. 

No. Further 
work required 

No. Further 
work 
required 

Local importance 

Anita Bay Stone Hut 
Remains, Milford Sound / 
Piopiotahi 

1994 No, work not done.  
Further work 
required 

Yes. Further 
work required 

No. Further 
work 
required 

Local importance 

Astronomer Point, Dusky 
Sound 

1995 Yes, work done Yes Yes International 
importance 

Beers Farm, Upper Waiau 
and Kepler Mts Sites 

1996 No, work not done.  
Further work 
required 

No. Further 
work required 

Yes. Further 
work 
required 

Local importance 

Caswell Sound Hut 1994 Yes, work done. 
Further work 
required. 

Yes. Further 
work required 

No. Further 
work 
required 

Local importance 

Clark Hut, Grebe Valley 1994 Yes, work done. 
Further work 
required. 

Yes. Further 
work required 

No. Further 
work 
required 

Local importance 

Cleddau Horse Bridge, 
Grave/Talbot Track 

1994 Yes, work done. 
Further work 
required. 

No. Further 
work required 

No. Further 
work 
required 

National 
importance 
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NAME OF HISTORIC 
RESOURCE 

YEAR 
CONSERVATION 
PLAN WAS 
COMPLETED 

HISTORIC 
CONSERVATION 
WORK 

VISITOR 
FACILITIES 

INTERPRE-
TATION 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Cuttle Cove Whaling 
Station, Preservation Inlet 

Scheduled No, work not done.  
Further work 
required 

No Yes National 
importance 

Endeavour Wreck Site, 
Facile Harbour, Dusky 
Sound 

1996 No, work not done.  
Further work 
required 

No. Further 
work required 

No. Further 
work 
required 

National 
importance 

Freeman Burn Hut, Lake 
Manapöuri 

1994 Yes, work done. 
Further work 
required. 

Yes No. Further 
work 
required 

Local importance 

Golden Site Battery, Wilson 
River, Preservation Inlet 

1994 Yes, work done. 
Further work 
required. 

Yes. Further 
work required 

No. Further 
work 
required 

Local importance 

Henry’s House Site, Pigeon 
Island, Dusky Sound 

1994 Yes, work done. 
Further work 
required. 

Yes. Further 
work required 

No. Further 
work 
required 

International 
importance 

Hollyford Bakers Oven, 
Milford Road 

1994 No, work not done.  
Further work 
required 

No. Further 
work required 

No. Further 
work 
required 

Local importance 

Homer Tunnel Portal 
Avalanche Damage, Milford 
Road 

1993 No work required Yes No. Further 
work 
required 

Local importance 

Indian Island, Dusky Sound 1994 No, work not done.  
Further work 
required 

No No. Further 
work 
required 

Local importance 

Jamestown Site, Lake 
McKerrow / Whakatipu 
Waitai 

Scheduled No, work not done.  
Further work 
required 

Yes. Further 
work required 

Yes. Further 
work 
required 

Local importance 
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NAME OF HISTORIC 
RESOURCE 

YEAR 
CONSERVATION 
PLAN WAS 
COMPLETED 

HISTORIC 
CONSERVATION 
WORK 

VISITOR 
FACILITIES 

INTERPRE-
TATION 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Landing Shed/Cemetery, 
Preservation Inlet 

1994 Yes, work done. 
Further work 
required. 

Yes. Further 
work required 

No. Further 
work 
required 

Local importance 

Luncheon Cove, Dusky 
Sound 

1993 No, work not done.  
Further work 
required 

No Yes National 
importance 

MacIntyre Sawmill, 
Cromarty, Preservation 
Inlet 

1994 Yes, work done. 
Further work 
required. 

Yes. Further 
work required 

No. Further 
work 
required 

Local importance 

MacKinnon Pass Memorial, 
Milford Track 

1995 No, work not done.  
Further work 
required 

Yes Yes National 
importance 

Marion Corner 
Construction Camp, 
Milford Road 

1995 No, work not done.  
Further work 
required 

No. Further 
work required 

No. Further 
work 
required 

Local importance 

Marion Hill Rock Cutting, 
Milford Road 

1994 No work required NR No. Further 
work 
required 

Local importance 

Morning Star Mine/Te 
Oneroa, Preservation Inlet 

1994 Yes, work done. 
Further work 
required. 

No. Further 
work required 

No. Further 
work 
required 

Local importance 

Port Craig School House/ 
Sawmill Site, Waitutu Forest 

2000 Yes, work done. 
Further work 
required. 

Yes. Further 
work required 

No. Further 
work 
required 

Local importance 

Puysegur Point Lighthouse 
Access Road / Settlement 
Site 

1994 Yes, work done. 
Further work 
required. 

Yes. Further 
work required 

No. Further 
work 
required 

Local importance 
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NAME OF HISTORIC 
RESOURCE 

YEAR 
CONSERVATION 
PLAN WAS 
COMPLETED 

HISTORIC 
CONSERVATION 
WORK 

VISITOR 
FACILITIES 

INTERPRE-
TATION 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Round Island, Preservation 
Inlet 

1994 No, work not done. 
Further work 
required 

No No. Further 
work 
required 

Local importance 

S.S. Stella Hull, Chalky Inlet 1996 No, work not done.  
Further work 
required 

No No National 
importance 

Sandfly Point Brick 
Chimney, Milford Track 

1996 No, work not done.  
Further work 
required 

No No. Further 
work 
required 

Local importance 

Tarawera Smelter/Mine, 
Preservation Inlet 

1995 Yes, work done. 
Further work 
required. 

Yes. Further 
work required 

No. Further 
work 
required 

National 
importance 

Tütoko Suspension Bridge, 
Milford Road 

Scheduled Yes, work done. 
Further work 
required. 

Yes. Further 
work required 

No. Further 
work 
required 

Local importance 

Upper Hollyford Hydro 
Station, Milford Road 

1994 Yes, work done. 
Further work 
required. 

No. Further 
work required 

No. Further 
work 
required 

Local importance 

Waitutu Tramway Viaducts 2000 Yes, work done. 
Further work 
required. 

Yes. Further 
work required 

No. Further 
work 
required 

National 
importance 

Walker Creek Pit Saw Site, 
Milford Road 

1996 No, work not done.  
Further work 
required 

No. Further 
work required 

No. Further 
work 
required 

Local importance 

Wilson River Pack Track 1994 No, work not done.  
Further work 
required 

No. Further 
work required 

No. Further 
work 
required 

Local importance 

Wilson River Tramway, 
Preservation Inlet 

1995 Yes, work done. 
Further work 
required. 

Yes No. Further 
work 
required 

Local importance 

 
 



Part Four – Biodiversity, Landscapes and Historic Management – 4.12 Historic Resource Management 

Fiordland National Park Management Plan – June 2007 (UNPUBLISHED FORMAT) 112 

Objectives 

1. To attain an understanding sufficient for management 

purposes of the values of historic resources within 

Fiordland National Park, and the threats they face. 

2. To protect historic resources within Fiordland National 

Park from injurious human actions. 

3. To identify and actively manage, within Fiordland National 

Park, historic places which are of high significance and 

provide the best possible balanced representation of the 

history of those lands. 

4. To instil in the public an understanding of the nature and 

values of historic resources within Fiordland National Park 

so that those places are understood and treated with 

respect by visitors. 

5. To promote appropriate storage, conservation, display, and 

interpretation of artefacts, archives, and photographs 

removed from or relating to Fiordland National Park. 

6. To ensure the protection of burial sites within Fiordland 

National Park, and make adequate provisions for the 

ongoing relocation of such burials. 

7. To work with papatipu rünanga over the protection of 

wähi tapu and wähi taonga within Fiordland National Park. 

8. To acknowledge the cultural, spiritual, historic and 

traditional association of Ngäi Tahu with their wähi tapu, 

wähi taonga and other places of historic significance. 

Implementation 

1. Maintain an inventory of all known historic places within 

Fiordland National Park in the form of the Fiordland 

National Park Gazetteer of Historic and Archaeological 

Sites and the conservancy database of Historic Resources.  

Keep an up to date protection plan outlining procedures to 

protect historic places from injurious visitor actions.  

Undertake staff training to ensure that all staff understand 

the protection procedures they should follow in relation to 

historic resources. 

2. Undertake thematic studies, area surveys, and site 

appraisals to improve knowledge of historic resources.  

Record archaeological remains or items or sites of cultural 

significance which have been, or may be, discovered. 
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3. Assess historical values using Historic Places Act criteria 

and papatipu rünanga input for Ngäi Tahu values where 

appropriate. 

4. Actively manage historic places identified in Table 3 and 

give consideration to managing any other places of 

importance that papatipu rünanga may wish to nominate 

within Fiordland National Park. 

5. Monitor all historic places, with regular visits occurring at 

least once every eight years.  Sites that receive high 

visitation should be monitored more closely.  Where 

unacceptable levels of deterioration are recorded 

assessment for intervention may be required.   

6. Prepare a conservation plan for each historic place to be 

actively managed, guided by ICOMOS principles and 

meeting ICOMOS standards.  It should provide for both 

remedial work and long-term maintenance. 

7. Provide visitor facilities at actively managed places in 

accordance with conservation plans where these are 

required to protect historic resources and/or improve 

visitor access to, and appreciation of the place.  On-site 

interpretation will only be provided in accordance with the 

provisions of section 5.9 of this plan. (Refer also to section 

5.3.6.7 which places restrictions on recreation and tourism 

concessions to some historic sites in the southern fiords). 

8. Consult papatipu rünanga on protection, conservation and 

interpretation of any wähi tapu or associated wähi taonga, 

and encourage rünanga involvement in the active 

management of wähi tapu or wähi taonga either jointly 

with the Department of Conservation or independently 

(refer also to Part Two). 

9. Give effect to the Ngäi Tahu Deed of Settlement historic 

resources protocol. 

10. Maintain a working relationship with Southland Museum 

and Art Gallery, the Fiordland Museum, Te Rünanga o Ngäi 

Tahu and papatipu rünunga in relation to the storage and 

display of artefacts and archives from Fiordland National 

Park.  Assist in the creation of high-quality interpretation 

and displays in Fiordland Museum. 

11. The New Zealand Historic Places Trust has the role of 

granting archaeological authorities, and should be 

consulted as an interested party to the management of sites 

registered with the Trust. 

12. Include in the Gazetteer any burials in Fiordland National 

Park. Undertake visits to these places, monitor the 
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condition, record any deterioration, and undertake to 

reinter human remains as necessary and obtain the 

appropriate authorities from the New Zealand Historic 

Places Trust and the Department of Health.  
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4.13 A D D I T I O N S  O F  A R E A S  T O  F I O R D L A N D  

N A T I O N A L  P A R K   

One of the functions of the New Zealand Conservation Authority is to 

consider and make proposals to the Minister for the addition of areas to 

national parks.  Before any land can be added to a national park, a 

thorough investigation is carried out in accordance with section 8 of 

the National Parks Act 1980 (the National Parks Act 1980 does include 

some exceptions to this requirement).  This investigation considers 

whether the values of the proposed additions are worthy of national 

park status and identifies the social and/or economic implications of 

adding land to the park. 

Areas listed in this document as areas for consideration for inclusion 

into Fiordland National Park, generally need to be contiguous with the 

existing Fiordland National Park.  Considerable assessment of natural 

values on lands adjoining the park is required to identify these areas as 

having national park value.  In addition, the General Policy for National 

Parks 2005 states that the foreshore adjoining coastal parks should be 

sought for addition to park boundaries because it is ecologically part of 

these parks and it will assist in improving the integration between 

Fiordland National Park and the coastal marine area administered by the 

Southland Regional Council. 

Areas of high natural value adjoining Fiordland National Park include: 

• Dean / Rowallan Catchment area – this area is contiguous 

with Fiordland National Park (see Map 4).  Most of these areas 

have not been logged and may be worthy of consideration for 

inclusion into Fiordland National Park. 

• Parts of the Livingston / Eglinton Ranges – the top end of 

these areas is contiguous with Fiordland National Park (see Map 

4) with ecological characteristics distinct from the existing 

Fiordland National Park.  Any consideration of these ranges 

would need the boundaries to be defined as part of the process 

but as these areas are accessible areas, this addition may enable 

further recreational backcountry opportunities. 

• Big Bay Landscape Unit (Southland CMS) including the Pyke 

Forest Conservation Area – this area is directly to the north of 

Fiordland National Park (see Map 4) and is considered unique.  It 

contains an internationally regarded podocarp forest and also the 

Waiuna lagoon.  This area remains relatively unmodified by 

human activities and its existing land status does not reflect its 

high natural values.   

• The Fiordland foreshore between low and high mean water   

mark – the addition of this area to Fiordland National Park would 

assist in improving the co-ordination of planning between 

Fiordland National Park and the coastal marine area administered 
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by the Southland Regional Council. This is a requirement of the 

General Policy for National Parks 2005.   

Should an investigation of lands for addition to Fiordland National Park 

be sought, the areas listed above should be considered.   

 
MA P 4 .  IN DI CATI VE  L OC ATI ON  O F  P OSS I BL E  ARE AS  FO R INC L USIO N IN  

F I OR DL AN D NATI ON AL  P AR K 
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Objectives 

1. To ensure that Fiordland National Park boundaries remain 

consistent with the requirements of the National Parks Act 

1980 and the General Policy for National Parks 2005. 

2. To recognise that other lands adjoining Fiordland National 

Park are of high natural value and could be suitable 

national park additions. 

 
Implementation 

1. Inclusion of the following in Fiordland National Park may 

be sought: 

a) Dean / Rowallan Catchment area;  

b) Parts of the Livingston / Eglinton Ranges; and 

c) The Big Bay Landscape Unit (Southland CMS). 

2. Wherever possible seek the inclusion of the Fiordland 

foreshore, adjoining Fiordland National Park as part of the 

Fiordland National Park.  


